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and being free from external interruptions, ap- 
)jlicd himself to the consiUerutiun of thr«e works 
which had long been reserved for future exer- 
tion — an epic poem, the history of his country, 
and a dictionary of the Latin tongue. Impracti- 
cable as the labour of collecting a dictionary 
seems to be to a man in a state of blindness, we are 
told that he prosecuted that design almost to his 
dying day; the compilers of the ••Cambridge 
Dictionary," published iii 1693, availed them- 
selves of three folios he left behind. His histori- 
cal narrative did not proceed beyond the con- 
quest, from the dllHcuity, it is probable, of con- 
sulting a variety of authorities with the help of 
other eyes. For the subject of his epic poem, 
after much deliberation, he determined upon 
" Paradise Lost "—a project which could only be 
Justified by the success that attended it. We 
have already seen that at the Kestorat ion Milton 
concealed himself in Bartholomew Close, where 
he remained till the passing an act ot oblivion, 
which secured his iHjrson and property in com- 
mon with others . tlie reason of his being treated 
with such indulgence cannot be satisfactorily 
ascertained. About this time he removed to 
Jewin Street, ana married a third wife, who 
contributed very little to his domestic comfort- 
she oppressed his children in his hfetlme. and 
defrauded them at his death. From Jewin 
Street be went to reside in the Artillery Walk, 
near Bunhill Fields, which concludes the register 
ot his London residences. 

While he continued to divide his time between 
.State affairs and his private studies, it was 
hardly possible lor him to accomplish any lite- 
rary undertaking of gi^eat importance; but on 
quitting the office of Latin secretary, he was left 
to the Iree exercise of his mental energies, which 
could not be employed npon a subject better 
suited to the extensive range they were accns- 
toined to take than that he had chosen. The 
*• Paradise Lost" is said to have been written at 
<lifferent times, and was sold on the 27th of April, 
1667, to Samuel Simmons for an immediate pay- 
ment of 5/. ; with a further agreement for the 
same sum when ISOO copies of the first edition 
should be disposed of: and again 51. when the 
same number shonld be sold of the second edi- 
tion ; and another 5/. after a similar sale of the 
third. All the editions were limited to 1500 
copies. The third edition was published in 1678, 
and the widow to whom the copy then devolved 
sold all her claims to Simmons for 8/. • whence 
It will appear that the sum of 28/ constituted the 
entire remuneration for a performance which, 
while it immortalized the name of the poet, con- 
lerred an honour equally imperishable upon the 
nation signalised for his birth. While he was thus 
engaged, he was materially assl.sted by his two 
daughters, who wrote to his dictation for many 
hours each day. 

Four years after his " Paradise Lost," he pub- 
lished his '• Paradise Regained," which was his 
favourite production— a preference which has 
over been opposed to the opinion of the imblic. 
in the last year of his life he printed a collection 
oi '•Familiar Epistles" In Latin : to these (being 
loo few to form a volume) he added some acade- 
mical exercises. 

In his last retreat, he produced his " Samson 
.As<'nl8tcs." a tragedy written on the Greek 
model. A life of indefatigable study, and which 
had been exposed to a variety of vicissitudes, 
now begun to draw to a close. Milton had long 
l)een afflicted with the gout and other Inflrmi- 
tles, and he died without a strnggle on the 10th 
of November, 1674. in the sixty-sixth year of his 
age. His person was so delicate and beautlfnl 
In his youth, that at Cambridge he went by the 
appellation of "the Lady of Christ's College ;" 
and In Ital^the celebrated Giovanni Baptista 
Ma/tMo, who had conferred considerable favours 
€»j hJm, trtyes a high tdee ot his beanty In a 



Latin epigram which has been thus trans- 
lated. — 

" So perfect thou In mind. In form, and face, 
Thour; not of English, but angelic race." 

Campbell, the poet, a critic in every shape, 
qualified to form an accurate opinion of the 
merits of Milton in regard to his powers of versi- 
ficiitlon, furnishes the following rt'inurks on the 
universality of his genius:— -'In Milton," he 
savs, " there inav be traced obligations to seve- 
ral minor English poets; but his genius had too 
great a supremacy to belong to any school, 
ihoughhe acknowledged a tilial reverence for 
Spenser as a poet, he left no Gothic irregular 
tracery in the design of his own great work, but 
gave a classical harmony of pwrts to its stuix'ii- 
dous pile. It thus resembles a dome, the vastness 
ol which IS at first sight concealed by its sym- 
metry, but which expands more and more to*the 
eye while it is contemplated. His early poetry 
seems to have neither disburhed nor corrected 
the bad taste of his age •Coiuus canic into the 
world unacknowledged by itsuntlior. and ' Ly- 
cidas' appeared at hrst only with his initials 
These and other exquisite pieces, composed in 
the happiest years ot his life at his father's coun- 
try house at Horton. were collectively published 
with his name affixed to them, m 164.5, but that 
precious volume which included * i/ Allegro' and 
• 11 Penseroso,' did not, I t>elieve, come toasecond 
edition till it was republished by himself at the 
distance of twenty-eight years. Almost a cen- 
tury elapsed before his minor works obtained 
their proper fame. 

" Even when ' Paradise Lost ' appeared, 
though It was not neglected, it attracted no 
crowd of imitators, and made no visible change 
in the poetical practice of the age. He stood 
alone and aloof, above his times, the bard of 
immortal subjects, and. as far as there is per- 
petuity in language, of immortal fame. The 
very choice of those subjects bespoke a contempt 
for any species of excellence that was attain- 
able by other men. Tliere Is something that 
overawes the mind in conceiving his long deli- 
berated selection of that theme, his attempting 
it when his eyes were shut npon the face of 
nature, his dependence, we might almost say, 
on su)>ernatural inspiration, and in the calm air 
of strength with which he opens ' Paradise Lost,* 
beginning a mighty performance withont the 
appearance of an effort. 

•* The warlike part of ' Paradise Lost' was In- 
separable from its subject Whether it conld 
have been differently managed is a problem 
which our reverence for Milton will scarcely 
permit us to state. I feel that reverence too 
strongly to suggest even the possibility that 
Milton could have improved his poem by having 
thrown his angelic warfare into more remote 

fierspective ; bnt It seems to me to be most sub- 
Ime when it is least distinctly brought home to 
the imagination. What an awful effect has the 
dim and undefined conception of the conflict 
which we gather from the opening of the first 
book ! There the veil of mystery is left undrawn 
between us and a subject which the powers of 
description were inadequate to exhibit. Tlio 
ministers of divine vengeance and pursuit had 
been recalled— the thunders had ceased 

'To bellow through the vast and boundless 
deep,' 

(in that line what an image of pound and apace 
is conveved!)— and our terrific conception of 
the past *ls deepened by Its indistinctness. In 
optics there are some phenomena which are 
beautlfnllv deceptive at a certain distance, but 
which lose their illusive charm on the slightest 
approach to them that changes the light and 
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position in which they arc viewed. Suwethin^' 
like this tiikes place in the plicnuuivna uf fancy. 
The array of tne fallen angels In hell, the un- 
lurlinir of the standard of Satun« and the uiarch 
of his troops 

*In perfect phalanx, to the Dorian mood 
Of nates and soft recorders.*— 

All this human pomp and circnmstance of war is 
muGTic and overwhelrahig Illusion. The ImaKhiu- 
tlon is taken by surprise. But the noblest efforts 
of language are tried with very nneqnal eftect 
to Interest us in the immediate and close view of 
the buttle itself in the sixth book; nnd the mar- 
tial demon.'*, who charmed us m the sliadex of 
hell, lose some portitm of their sublimity w^hen 
their artillery Is discharged In the dayUght of 
heaven. 

" If we coll diction the garb of thought. Milton 
in his style may be said to wear the costume of 
sovereignty. The idioms even of foreign lan- 
guages contributed to adorn it. He was the 
most learned of poets: yet his learning inter- 
feres not with his substantial English purity. 
His simplicity is unimpaired by glowmg orna- 
ment, like the bush in the sacred flame, which 
burnt but *■ was not consumed.' 

** In delinoatmg the blessed spirits. Milton has 
exhausted all the conceivable variety that could 
be given to pictures of unshaded sanctity ; but 
it Is chiefly In those of the fallen angels that his 
excellence is conspicuous abo%-e everything an- 
cient or modem. Tasso had indeed ponrt rayed 
an infernal council, and had given the hint to 
our poet of ascribing the origin of pagan wor- 
ship to those reprobate spirits. But how poor 
and squalid in comparison of theMiltonic Fan- 
dnmonium are the 8yUas, the Cyclopses, and 
the Chimeras of the Infernal Conncil of the 
Jerusalem ! Tasso's conclave of fleiuls is a den 
of ugly, incongruous monsters. The powers of 
Milton's heil are god-like shapes and forms. 
Their appearance dwarfs every other poetical 
conception, when we turn our dilated eyes from 
contemplating them. Tt is not tiiutr external 
attributes alone which expand the imagination, 
but their souls, w^hich are as colossal as their 
stature— their 'thtmghts that wander through 
eternity *— the pride that burns amidst the ruins 
of their divine natures, and their genius timt 
feels with the ardour and debates with tiie elo- 
quence of heaven." 

But the proudest monument that has been 
reared to the genius of Milton is tlie ''Essay" 
from the pen of Dr. Channing. it breathes a 
spirit of poetry nearly akin to that with which 
that great poet was himself imbued, and fur- 
nishes the most masterly view of his genius that 
has yet appeared. 

In speaking of the intellectual qualities of 
Milton, Dr. Channing says, "Wc may begin with 
observing, that the very s])lendour of his poetic 
fame has tended to cbscure or conceal the extent 
of his mind, and the variety of its energies and 
attainments. To many he seems only a i>oet, 
when In truth he was a profound scholar, a man 
of vast compass of thought, imbued tlioroughly 
with all ancient and modem learning; andal>lo 
to master, to mould, to impregnate with his own 
Intellectual power, his great and various acquisi- 
tions. He had not learned the superficial doc- 
trine of a later day— that i»oetry flourishes most 
in an uncultivated soil, and that imagination 
shapes its brightest visions from the mists of a 
superstitious age ; and he had no dread of a»cu- 
ninlatlng knowledge, lest it should oppress and 
smother his gcniu". He was conclous of that 
within him which could quicken all know- 
ledge and wield it with ease and might ; which 
could give freshness to old truths, and har- 
mony to discordant thoughts: which could 
bhid together, by living ties and mysterious 
afllnlties, tlie most remote discoveries; and rear 



fabrics of glory and l>eanty Irom the rode mate- 
rials whicii other minds nad collected. IfUton 
had that universaUty which marks the bii^est 
order of intellect. '1 hough accustomed almost 
from infancy to drinkat the fountains of classical 
literature, he had nothing of tlie pedantry and 
fastidiousness which disdain all other draughts. 
His healthy mind dchghted in genius, on what- 
ever soil, or in whatever age it burst forth and 
poured out its fulness. He understood too well 
the rights, and dignity, and pride of creative 
imagination, to lay on It the laws of the Greek 
or Roman school. Parnassus was not to him the 
only holy ground of genius. He felt that poetry 
was a universal presence. Great minds were 
everywhere his kindred. He felt the enchant- 
ment of Oriental fiction, surrendered himself to 
tlie strange creations of ' Araby the Blest,' and 
delighted stfll more In the romantic sp«rit of 
chivalrv, and In the tales of wonder m which It 
was em*»)Odied. Accordingly his poetry reminds 
us of the ocean, whlcli adds to its own boundless- 
ness contributions troin all regions under heaven. 
Nor was it only in the department of imagination 
tliat his acquisitions were vast. He travolle<l 
over the whole field of knowledge as far as it had 
then been explored. His various phdoiogical 
attainments were used to put him in possession 
of the wisdom stored in all countries where 
tlie 'ntellect had Iwen cultivated. Tlie natural 
nhilosophv. metaphysics, ethics, historv. tlieo- 
logv, and 'political science of his own and former 
llnies, were familiar to him. Never was there 
a more unwmflned mind, and we would cite 
Milton as a practical example of the benefits of 
that universal culture of Intellect which forms 
one distinction of our times, but wiiieli some 
dread as unfriendly to original thongiit. Let 
Fuch remember that mind is in its own nature 
dlffu««ive. Its object is the universe, which is 
strictly one, or bound together by infinite con- 
nexions and correspondences ; and accordingly 
its natural pn>gress is from one to another 
field of thought ; and wherever original power 
and creative genius exists, the mind, far from 
being distracted or oppressed by the variety of 
its acquisitions, will see more and more common 
l>earings and hidden and l>eautlful analogies in 
all the objects of knowledge,— will see mutual 
light shed from truth to truth, and will compel, 
as with a kinglv power, whatever it understands, 
to yield some 'tribute of proof, or illustration, 
or splendour, to whatever topic it should un- 
fold. 

" Milton's fame rests chiefly on his poetry, and 
to this we naturally give our first attention. 
Bv those who are accustomed to speak of poetry 
as light reading, Milton's eminence in this sphere 
mav be considered only as giving him a high 
rank among the contributors to public amuse- 
ment. Not so thought Milton. Of all God's gifts of 
intellect, he esteemed poetical genius the most 
transcendent. HeestAemeditinliimselfasa kind 
of inspiration, and wrote his great works with 
something of the conscious dignity of a prophet. 
We agree with Milton in his estimate- of poetry. 
It seems to us the divinest of all arts : or it is tiie 
breathing or expression of that principle or sen- 
timent which is the deepest and subllmest in 
human nature : we mean of that thirst or aspira- 
tion to which no mind Is wholly a stranger, for 
something purer and lovelier, something more 
powerful, loftv, and thrilling, than ordinary and 
real life affords. No doctrine is more common 
among Christians than that of man's immor- 
tality : but It is not so generally understood that 
the germs or principles of his whole future being 
are now wrapped up in his soul as the rudi- 
ments of the future plant In the seed. As a 
necessary result of this constitution ^ l^^^wass^., 
possessed awA vc\ox<5^ Xi-j \\\«wfc te^vJ^V'S ^^^k 
Infant cwTpXe^A* v^r^^^xv^^Vj ^'^^^'^^^^^JSiv. 
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•Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty statare ; on each hand the flames. 
Driven backward, slope their pointing spires, 

and roii'd 
In hiilows, ieave i* th' midst a horrid vale.'* 

We have more wliich we shoald giadly say of 
the delineation of Satan, especially of the 

Slimpses which are now and then given of his 
eep anguish and despair, and of the toaches of 
better feelings which are skilfully thrown into 
the dark picture, both suited and designed to 
blend witn our admiration, dread, and abhor- 
rence, d measure of that sympathy and interest 
with which every living, thinking being ought 
to be regarded, and without which all other 
feelings tend to sin and pain. But there is 
another topic which we cann«)t leave untouched. 
From hell we flee to paradise— a region as lovely 
as hell is terrible, aqd which, to those who do 
not know the universality of true genius, will 
appear doubly wonderful when considered as 
the creation of the same mind which had painted 
the infernal world. 

Paradise and its Inhabitants are In sweet 
accordance, and together fnrm a scene of trun- 

anil blisa, which calms and soothes, whilst it 
elights the imagination. Adam and Eve, Just 
moulded by the hand, and quickened by the 
breath, of God, reflect in their countenances and 
forms, as well as minds, the intelligence, be- 
nignity, and happiness of their author. Their 
new existence has the freshness and peacefnl- 
ness of the dewy morning. Their souls, unsated 
and nntaintedj find an innocent joy in the 
yoathful creation, which spreads and smiles 
around them. Their mutual love is deep ; for it 
is the love of young, unworn, unexhausted 
hearts, which meet in each other thet)nly human 
objects on whom to pour forth their fulness of 
affection : and still it is serene, for it is the love 
of liappy t>eing8 who know not suffering even by 
name— whose innocence excludes not only the 
tomnlta, but the thought of jealousy and shame 
—who, ** imparadised in one another's arms," 
scarce dream of futurity, so blessed is their 

8 resent l)eing. We will not say that we envy our 
rst parents, for we feel that there may be higher 
happiness than theirs— a happiness won through 
struggle with inward and outward foes— the 
happiness of power and mora) victory— the happi- 
ness of disinterested sacriflces ana wide-spread 
love— the happiness of boundless hope, and of 
"thoughts which wander through eternity." 
StiU there are times when the spirit, oppressed 
with pain, worn with toil, tired of tumult, sick 
at the sight of guilt, wounded in its love, baffled 
in its hope, and trembling in its faith, almost 
longs for the '* wings of a dove, that it might fly 
away,'* and take refuge awidst the "shady 
bowers," the " vernal airs," the •' roses without 
thorns, * the quiet, the beauty, the loveliness of 
Eden. It is the contrast of this deep peace of 
paradise with the storms of life which gives to 



the fourth and flfth books of this poem a charm 
so irresistible that not a few would sooner re- 
linquish the two first books, with all their 
sublimity, than part with these. It has some- 
times been said that the English language has 
no good pastoral poetry. We would ask. in what 
age or country has the pastoral reed breathed 
such sweet strains as are borne to us on " the odo- 
riferous wings of gentle gales " from Milton's 
Paradise ? 

We sliould not fulfil our duty were we not to 
say one word on what has been justly cele- 
brated the harmony of Milton's versification. His 
numbers have the prime charm of expressive- 
ness. They vary with, and answer to, the depth 
or tenderness, or sublimity of his conceptions, 
and hold intimate alliance with tlie soul. Like 
Michael Angelo, in whose hands the marble was 
said to be flexible, he t>ends our language, which 
foreigners reproach with hardness, into what- 
ever forms the subject demands. All the trea- 
sures of sweet and solemn sounds are at his 
command. Words, harsh and discordant in the 
writings of less gifted men, flow through his 
poetry in a full stream of harmony. This power 
over language is not to be ascribed to Milton's 
musical ear. It belongs to the soul. It is a gift 
or exercise of genius, which has power to im- 

firess itself on whatever it touches, and flnds or 
rames in sounds, motions, and material forms, 
correspondences and harmonies with its own 
fervid thoughts and feelings. 

We close our remarks on Milton's poetry with 
observing, that it is characterized by serious- 
ness. Great and various as are its merits, it 
does not discover all the variety of genius 
which we flnd in Shakspere, whose imagination 
revelled equally in regions of mirth, beauty, and 
terror— now evokings|)ectrcs, now sporting with 
fairies, and now " ascending the highest heaven 
of invention." Milton was cast on times too 
solemn and eventful, was called to take part in 
transactions too perilous, and had too perpetual 
need of the presence of high thoughts and 
motives to indulge himself in light and gay 
creations, even had his genius been more flexible 
and sportive. But Milton's poetry, though habi- 
tually serious, is always healthful, and bright, 
and vigorous. It has no gloom. He took no 

Pleasure in drawing dark pictures of life : for he 
new by experience that there is a power in the 
soul to transmute calamity into an occasion and 
nutriment of moral power and trlimaphant virtue. 
We flnd nowhere in bis writings that whining 
sensibility and exaggeration of morbid feeling 
which makes so much of modem ])oe try effemi- 
nating. If he is not fmy, he is not spirit-broken. 
His •' 1/ Allegro " proves that he understood tho- 
roughly the bright and joyous aspects of nature r 
and in nis "Penseroso," where he was tempted 
to accumulate images of gloom, we iearn that 
the saddest views which he took of creation are 
such as inspire only pensive musings or lofty con- 
templation. 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK I. 

The First Book proposes, first In brief, the whole subject, man's disobedience, and the loss tbere- 
npun uf Parattise, wherein he was placed: then t >uches the prime caase of his fall, the serpent, 
or rather Satan in the serpent; w^ho. revolting from Uod, and drawing to his side many legions 
of angels, was, by the command of God, driven out of heaven, with all his crew, into the great 
deep. Which action passed over, the Poem hastens into the midst of things, presenting Satan 
with his angels now falUng into Hell described here, not in the centre (for Heaven and Earth 
may be !<nppoMed as yet nut made, certainly not yet accursed), bat in a place of utter darkness, 
Htltcst called Chaos: Here Satan, with his angels, lying on the burning lake, thunderstruck 
and astonished, after a certain space recovers, as from confusion, calls up him who next in 
order and dignity lay by him ; they confer of their miserable fall ; Satan awakens all his 
legions, who lay till then in the same manner confounded. They rise; their numbers : array 
of battle: their chief leaders named according to tlie idols known afterward in Canaan and 
the countries adjoining. To these Satan directs his speech, comforts them with hope yet of 
regaining Heaven, but tells them lastly of a new world and a new kind of creature to be 
created, according to an ancient prophecy, or report in Heaven : for, that angels were long 
l>efore this visible creation, was the opinion of many ancient fathers. To find out the truth of 
this prophecy, and what to determine thereon, he refers to a full council. VVhnt his associates 
thence attempt. Pandemonium, the pa!acc of Satan, rises, suddenly built of the deep: the 
infernal peers there sit in council. 



Of man's first disobedience, and the fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

iirought death into the world, and ail our woe. 

With loss of Ellen, till one greater Man 

Ki'store us, and regain the blis.sfnl seat^ 

Sing, heavenly Muse, that on the secret top 

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 

That Hliepherd, who first taught tlie chosen ««eed 

111 the beginning how the heavens and eartii 

Kose out of chaos : or, if Sion hill 

Delight thee more, and Siioa's brook that 

flow'd 
Fa*t by the oracle of God : I thence 
Invoke thv aid to my adventurous song, 
Tliat with' no middle flight intends to soar 
AI>ove the Aonion mount, while it pursues 
Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thon, O Spirit, that dost prefer 
llefore all temples the upright heart and pure. 
Instruct me, for Thouknow'st: Thou from the 

first 
Wast present, and with mighty wings out- 
spread. 
Dove-like, safest brooding on the vast abvss. 
And niadcst it pregnant : what in me is dark 
Illumine : what is low, raise and support ; 
Tliat to the height of this ureat argument 
I may assert Eternal Providence, 
And justify the ways of God to men. 
Say first, for Heaven liidcs nothing from thy 
view. 
Nor the deep tract of hell ; say first, what cause 
Moved our grand parents in that hanpy state, 
Favour'd of Heaven so highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and transgress His will 
For one restraint, lords of the woiid besides? 
Who first seduced them to that foul revolt ? 
The infernal serpent ; he it was, wliose guile, 
Stlrr'd np with envy and revenge, deceived 
The iBother of mankind: what time bis pride 
Had cast him oat from heaven, with all his 

host 
Of rebel angels ; by whose aid, aspiring 
To set himself in glory aliove his peers 
He tmsted tx) have equalled the Most High, 
If be oppttsed; and, with ambitious aim 
AgmJnatthe throne and monarcliy of God, 



Raised impious war in heaven, and battle 

proud. 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Ilurl'd headlon}: flaming from the ethereal sky, 
With iiideous ruin and combustion, down 
To liottomless |)orditi<)n : there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and pi'ual Are, 
Who durst defy the Omnipotent to arms. 
Nhu' times the s])ace that measures day and 

night 
To nuirtai men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquish'd, rolling in the flerv gulf. 
Cohronnned, though imiuortal: but his doom 
Reserved him to more wrath; for now tte 

thought 
Both of lost happiness and lasting pain 
Torments him; round he throws his baleful 

oyes. 
That witnessed huge affilction and dl«'may, 
3iixd with ol)duraie pride and steadfast hate. 
At once, as far as angels* ken, he views 
The (tisnial situation waste and wild : 
A dungeon horrible, on all sides round. 
As one great furnace, flamed; yet from those 

flames 
Xo light ; but rather darkness visible 
Served only to discover sights of woe, 
Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace 
And rest can never dwell ; hope never comes 
Tliat comes to all; bat torture without end 
Sriii urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With ever-burning sulphur unconsnmed. 
Sneli place eternal justice had prepared 
For those rebellious: here their nrlson ordain'd 
In utter darkness, and their portion set 
As far removed from (Jod and light of heaven. 
As from the centre thrice to the utmost pole. 
Oh. how unlike the place from whence they feJll 
Tliere the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 
Witli floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire, 
He soon discerns ; and weltering by his side 
One next himself in power, and next Itv^vcVxaa., 
L«»ng after knowtv Vcv Y«\«a\.\w^ , «tv^ w'ft.xxift^ 
Ree\7.e\>ub. to vjVvom \\v% wt«;\v-cw^vwN . ^.c^vCl 

Breaking lUe \ioTx\eL%V\fcT>R.fe \>a>^% >aKi«iSwv 



no^ tiHsecd, u u perhi 



From hldi, wbo. Ln the tiappy reaLnu dI Itghu Tailoiaftit(i»a: 

WrrUidj. though bright! It he, whom mntiuil iyiwm»n.— .-_ .■■_■__-.,...—■■„ 

leeirnii, Oat •tour avll Mik to Mttut terth eood, 

United tbonghti and cooniela, eqiiiil hope l>iir libotir DinM be lo permt thai cihI. 

Jaln'd vllh me once, now misery huli lola'il Whlcnjill-tlmea maj^ 

He vhh hie tbgnder : Md till then who knew Uis mlniitets at vengcgnce siid pannit 

The [orcB of ihoie dire irmi f vetnot (ot thow. Back 10 (he gHlee ol lieaveni the mlphutotu 

f^in dH inUlec. do I reiHnt or change. Slio[i(ternilnitomi.a'«ctitDwii. hath laid 

lat flx'd Tlie nei7 nige, tlint from the preclpJco 

Of iiaTAaTscUTOliulalUBff: and tho thnnder. 

nerlt, WInifd irltli »d llffinuns ud Impetaous rase. 

DteiHi, I'Dthwia Mtli spant lib lEifi^ and ceaHi nan- 

log 'IVi beltoir Umdfli tho-nut^nd boandlcia dees. 

._ , I.ctnin«tiUpa«08e«il<m,wlMthcr>eoni, 

dIsllJte h^s reign H and. me ptefeirliiir- Orvatlatafti^.ytddltfromonrFoe. 

UlgnbuHt power with edverae power opposed Sent thou tlie onarx plain, torloni juid wild. 

JUldlllooklibithrene' "iPhatlhongl'the 'field be N^vewbatthBillnimrr^LplthenlivldflanHS 

hMit CasipBlaanddnadtBir Thllharlet as tend 

Alt la nw hMt : the nnconquerable will. From alt tin toulii( ol thtw Uny waves : 

And uiidy ol nrenEe. tnunortal hate. There real, l[ tnv reu can harlionr Ibere; 

And Boanie never to nibmll or yield. And. reanembllai onr allictod powera. 

And what li aha not to be arercamo : I'oiugit bow wa mar neiKelBrt&nHHi oOend 

That glory nttnt tlMll hU wrath or might Oar Enenr i oar own Imi how ranair : 

Elton Imoi me. To bow and ine lot gniee lliiwareicoiiutliliilln 

IVItli loppllant knee, and deify his power What nInlorccnMilt w 



r aofn trma I 



deed. rnaa Suan. talktna to hli nearei 

mealh WilniieiidiiipklftBhoTatliBwaTci-,., v,» 

tiength of ThalipoAUnabLued; hiiotherpamueUiUs 

I'rone on the aood,oxlawled hniE and bine. 

lall; Lay floariDfinanTK rood; in hnlkoi hnge 

advauoed, 'Cltanlan, or Ruth-Mre. that varr'd on Joro; 

lolre llrUrHu, or'^phon.Hliom tin den 

r, llyanolentlhrHil held: or that wa-lieatt 



To w«fv,l» loree or guile, elauul 

IfrgeoMluhlaEootirifnndm. uiviauiau, wmHiut 

«... . .. . ,_.. .. — <;roal«dhn(«etthati 



elgnlnc. hotdi the tyrannT ol lieiiTen.'' Kim. baBly, dnmberlng on tlia Korwav toain. 

hU tEa aMolua aDial, tliongU In ]raln. The plloc of aome null nlgM-toaiidcr'd ikia. 

Inf ■lond.biU nck'd with deep despair i lieenUng aome laluid, oft, a* aeamen Mil. 

-ha that *iiinrec*d)oon hit bota compeer; ivith Axed anchor hi hia aealy tint 

I prlDM. O cUat ol nuny-UiroDed powcn, Moora by big aide nnder the fee. w 

.ledibe embattled leraphlmto war luveslithei"- —- -i-i-^ 



net ledibe embattled leraphlmto war luvesutheaes.snd wished mom dchi.vs; 

Voder tbj eomtaet and. fn dceidlnl doeda Ho itretch d out huge In lensth the arcb-flcnd 

IrtMHtai, endaafer'd haayaa'a parpMtuI King. Uiy 

AndpnttoprDof Htoblgheuprema^, Chaln'donthebnmhwlaka: nor ever Iheoce 

WheOier uplMd by itiEDgUi, or obuce, or Had tJHsn,oTlie*>edhlenati UukihatihewiU 

_ laie : And high paimlulon ot aD-rotinit Heavea 

Too well I aee and roe the dire event, l.ptt him at large to Ui own daSdoaigne j 

Thai wiin tad overthrow and tout dc'eat. That with reUataMdeilmaa he mtghi 



le ft llnged boUutD, ikA \n- 



PABADISE LOST. 

OCDDbtBtt'itMM. HlmKtloii'dliliDeitBWU: And broksncluirtot-'Kl'iuli: lo lEkk^ati^wi 

BiMh dwijlu 10 have wiptit llig !<i;^u OddiI Aijject iiin lost Irt tbue. corerlor tlif flnod. 

Al loU. VMl nv Uwlr own neoni'd lUmilk, Under unBianinii ot Uialr bldeoni chnnie. 

^otbr 1^ niaaruioB ol ■operaEl Power. Re called u load, thai Hll Efi« lioUow deep 

■^utklitbanfliMi, tfalitiHHiil.UiBeUDW,'' or hell nBoutidrdi "Phiuvb, potdntalea. 

Kald Uhb tba loM uRbuinl. " thb th« Hat n'urlon. ilie OowsTDlbenieii.onca voan.iia 
TliMw«aiin«bin|<ll>rl[MV«n; IbtooonRihil imt. 

Forl(i«t«l»»lliilll»lil? Beil«o! Hlnrillfl, Ki'mjiAVrli':™™"" vecw"llupl»go 

Wh»nh»ll bo rlghl : fnrlh«l (ram HiniljlicM. ^,ii^'^K™ii!-,l%-t"ii..f,.rlhir™B Von find 

A^Tt Hi" eqniilt. *^"'"*]j;!"'l'Jj^*'S*' , "CS "''"'''' """ Cuiwucii.r! wiiu now bi^holda 



"hiffii tbnnilet bilti 'mads grcaUrr Hen lE ^'inn Ifaa tThb: ai wMn men. wont) 

'e ibaJI be free; Ibe Almlgbtv hath not built Ilnutsanalwaiir IheimKlvmnwell' 

«™ WB may niga letiue. uii. In my cholea, In which llw j ware, or llie Daree palo 

Btttr to ftlfn InbaU IhaB Hira In iKuven. InnnmeiablB. Ai when tbu poCent n> 

M wlunton lat w« tkan onr tallhin) Irnwlii OI AmniD'a aon, In Eg^pt'i ctII day. 



U* Uua MtatUK* onStoUMoiia rnnir wlocaitL' warphiB ootua u 



? .' "" , '"nLrtMnJda-"" 



ikli DnhniMV manUon T or ones mors "" LJiTe nlrtt «ni daitwa'd iu tka land'nt MOs ° 



oi' tlielr tniu iSim vaTlns to 



On tl»nnBbilraiIaM,aiidlUl*llIllsnlalni 

bdr imllett AmDlli»da,UkewfaleBtlUDcmiloiHNorth 

Ponr'd aanr trom Imt fmea ulni, to pua 



Came UM ■ dalifa on Uw Bath, Mid onnad 
BeneathaibnltutolhoIo'bUnMBd'i. 
Fonbwitb hOD ««*rT Hintdrua ami eaeh band 
Tbe head! and loaBen blEher bane wbere 
Tbelr irr«at commander; p^dllke sbapee. and 



£ttaeKalnmp«r, m 



RlTen, or nUHirialri. in her spoltj jlobo. Thmagh (lod"a high inBerance, (or Iho trtil 

HewSonls'onieilB^ billg. to be the mS'i By (alUlle) and Ilea the ircntvst iian 

Oo soniB great ainmlral, were hni a wand, OlmanWnd thejcorrui-Util to tnraako 

Onbeaven'iaiore: and ibe torrid cllmo Oft lo Iha Imageol a bruK, adunrd 

HBailanli>aaadnrad,illloBilMbaach ' And ^^toadors for denies: ' 

WtbBtl9aBn>dHaliaaload,nidaU<d Then were they Knonn to men by i*arto 

HliIealiiin,BDgellOrm*,wl»tBT<ntmie>d namee, . ^ ... 

ntekMBotdmiMlMavfBtlMa&MrtbabnKiki And Tailonttdoli tHrongh thshoilhcn world 

ta Vanunbroaa, where Uw Btnulan ■badei, Say. Mue, their names then known ; wl 

HMioinmnMlailHnrari orioatler'dHdio flrrt.whola«l. 

AdcaL when with fierce wlndi Orion anniT Konied (mm the slnmber. on that *"7™Jf^ 

Biuli1>and"SMemplil«nchlralrT, Wh««thBBnm»™'«»"'™!i!"*'i''^,*S' 

While wlthpwUdloai haired dieypnnaed Thaehtenierftibms,*^".'™'^"**^^™ 



MILTON'S POEMS. 



Koaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 
Their seats long after next the seat of Gud, 
Their altars by His altar : gods adored 
Among the nations round : and durst ahide 
Jeliovah thundering out of tilou, throned 
Between the cherubim ; yea, often placed 
Within His sanctuary itself their shrines, 
Abominations ; and with cursed things 
liis holy rites and solemn feasts profaned. 
And with their darkness durst affront His 

light. 
First, Moloch, horrid king, besmear d with 

blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears ; 
Though, for the noise of drums and timbrels 

loud. 
Their children's cries unheard, that passd 

through lire 
To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 
Worshipp'd in Rabba and her watery plain. 
In Argob and in Basaii, to the stream 
Of utmost Amon. Nor content with such 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heart 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 
His temple right against the temple of God, 
On that opprobrious hiil : and made his gruve 
The pleasant valley of Hiniiom, Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, tlie type of hell. 
Kext, Chomos, tlie obscene dread of Moab's 

sons. 
From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 
Of southmost Abarim , in Hesebon, 
And Iloronain, Seon's realm, beyond 
The flowery dale of Sibma, clad with vines. 
And Eleale to the asphaltic pool. 
Teor his other name, when he enticed 
Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 
To do him wanton rites, which cost them woe. 
Yet thence his lustful orgies he enlarged 
Even to that hill of scandal, by the grove 
Of Moloch homicide ; lust hard by hate ; 
Till good Joslah drove them thence to hell. 
With these came they, who, from the bordering 

flood 
Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of iSaiillm and Ashtaroth ; those male. 
These feminine ; for spirits, when tliey please. 
Can either sex assume, or both : so sott 
And uncompounded is theU* essence pure ; 
Not tied or manacled with joint or limb. 
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones. 
Like cumbrous flesh; but, in w'hat shape they 

choose, 
Dilated or condensed, bright or obscure. 
Can execute their a^ry purposes. 
And works of love or enmity fulfil. 
For those the race of Israel oft forsook 
Their living Strength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To bestial gods; for witich their neads as low 
Bow'd down in battle, sunk before the s|)eur 
Of despicable foes. With these in troop 
Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians cull'd 
Astart^, queen of heaven, with crescent horns ; 
To whose bright Imago niglitiy by the moon 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs ; 
In Sion also not unsung, where stood 
Her temple on the offensive mountain built 
By that uxorious king, whose heart, though 

larae. 
Beguiled by fair idolatresses, fell 
To idols foul. Thammnz came next behind. 
Whose annual wound to Lebanon allured 
The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 
In amorous ditties all a summer's day; 
While smooth Adonis from his native rock 
Kan purple to the sea, supposed with blood 
Of Thammnz yearly wounded : the love-tale 
Infected Sion s daughters with like heat ; 
Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 
Ezeklel saw, when, by the vision led, 
HJse^e aorveyd^ the dArk idolatries 



Of alienated Judah. Next came one 

Who moum'd in earnest, when the captive ark 

Malm'd his bruie huage, bead and liauds lopp'd 

off 
In his own tenople, on the grunsel edge. 
Where he fell flat, and shamed his worshippers; 
Dagon his name, sea-monster, upward umn 
And downward fish : yet had his temple lugh 
Kear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon, 
And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
ilim followed Kimmon, whose deligltttul seat 
Was fair Damascus, on the tertlie bauKs 
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams. 
He also 'gainst the house ot God was bold : 
A leper once he lost, and gain d a king; 
Ahaz, his sottish conqueror, whom he drew 
God's altar to disparage and displace, 
Fur one ot Syrian mode, whereon to bnm 
Uis odious offerings, and adore the gods 
Whom he had vanquish'd. Alter those ap- 

pear'd 
A crew, who. under names of old renown, 
Osiris, Isis. Orus, and their tram. 
With monstrous shapes and sorceries abased 
Fanatic Egypt, and her priests, to seek 
Their wandering gods disguised in brutish 

forms 
Rather than human. Nor did Israel scape 
The infection, when their borrow d gold com- 
posed 
The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 
Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 
Likening his Maker to the grazed ox , 
Jehovah, who, in one night, when He passed 
From Egypt marcning, equai'd with one Mtroke 
Both her llrst-born and all her bleating godH. 
Belial came last, than whom a spiilt mure lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or more gross to love 
Vice for itself: to him no temple stood. 
Or altar smoked : yet who more oft than he 
In temples and at altars, when the priest 
Turns atheist, as did Ell's sons, who flird 
With lust and violence the house of God ? 
\.n courts and palaces he also reigns. 
And in luxurious cities, where the noise 
Of riot ascends above their loftiest towers. 
And injury, and outrage: and when night 
Darkens the streets, then wander forth the 

sons 
Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. 
Witness the streets tif hodom. and that nigltt 
In Gibeah, when the hospital door 
Exposed a matron, to avoid worse rap-^. 
These were the prime in order and in might : 
The rest were long to tell, though far renown'd. 
The Ionian gods, of Ja van's issue ; held 
Gods, yet confess'd later than heaven and 

earth. 
Their boasted parents: Titan, heaven's first- 
born. 
With his enormous brood, and birthrigbt 

seized 
By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove, 
His own and Rhea's son, like measure found ; 
So Jove usurping reign'd : these first in Crute 
And Ida known, thence on the snowy top 
Of cold Olympus ruled the middle air. 
Their highest heaven : or on the Delphian cliff,. 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to the HesperiNn fields. 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost Inles. 
All these and more came flocking; but witb 
looks 
Downcast and damp; yet such wherein ap> 

pear'd 
Obscure some glimpse of Joy, to have fonnJ. 

their chief 
Not in despair, to have foaod themselves aofi 

lost 
in loss Itself : which on his conntenanoe caitt 
Like doubtful hue: but he, his wouted pride 
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Soon recollecting, with li!gh wonln, tlmt bore 
Seoiblance of wortii, not subttMuce, gently 

raised 
Tiieir fainting conrage, and dispell'd their fears. 
Then straight coiuuiands, tliat at the wariUce 

sound 
Of trumpets load and clarions be nprear*d 
Ills mighty standard: that proud honour 

claim d 
Azazei as his right a chemb tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering staff un- 

lurl'd 
Tlie imperial ensign; which, full high ad- 
vanced. 
Shone llice a meteor streaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden lustre rich emblazed, 
Seraphic arms and trophies , all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial M>unds : 
At which the universal host up sent 
A shout, that tore hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gluoiu were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise Into the air 
With orient colours waving * with them rose 
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helms 
Appear'd, and serried shields m thick array 
Of depth immeasurable : nnon ihey move 
In |>erfect phahuix to the Doriuii mood 
Of flutes and soft recorders ; such as raised 
To height of noblest temper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and instead of rage 
Deliberate valour breathed. Arm and unmoved 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and 'suage 
With solemn touches troubled thoughts, and 

chase 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and 

pam, 
From mortal or Immortal minds. Thus they, 
Breathing united torce. with tlxcd thought. 
Moved on in silence to soft pipes, that chami'd 
Their painful steps o'er the burnt HOil : and now 
Advanced In view they stand , a horrid front 
Of dreadfni length and dazzling arms, in guise 
Of warriors old with order'd s|>ear and KlilelH ; 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impose : he through the armed files 
Darts his experienced eye, and soon traverse 
The whole tiattallon views ; their order due ; 
Tlieir visages and stature as of gods ; 
Their number last he sums. And now his heart 
i>i»tends with pride, and hardening in his 

strength 
Glories: for ne^er. since created man. 
Met sHch embodied force, as named with these 
Could merit more than that small infantry 
Warr'd on by cranes ; though ail the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with the heroic race were joln'd 
That fought at Thebesand Ihum. on each side 
Mix'd with auxlliar gods ; and what resounds 
III fable or romance of Uther's son 
liegirt with British and Armoric knights; 
And all who since, baptized or infider, 
Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalban, 
Damasco. or Morocco, or Trebisond, 
Or whom BIseria sent from Afric shore, 
lichen Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabia. Thus far these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observed 
Their dread commander: he, above the rest 
In shape and gesture prondlv eminent. 
Stood like a tower; his form had yet not lost 
AH its original brightness ; nor appear'd 
Less than archangel ruln'd, and the execs s 
Of glory obscured : as when the sun, new risen. 
Looks through the horizontal misty air. 
Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. 
In dim eclipse, disastrous twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd so, yet shone 
Above them all the archangel ; but his face 
Beep scars of thunder had Intrench'd; and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, bat under brows 



Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 
Waiting reveiigt : cruel hln eye, but cast 
Signs of remorse and passion, to behold 
Tlie fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
(Far other once beheld In bliss) condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain : 
Millions of spirits for his fault amerced 
Of heaven, and from eternal splendours flung 
For his revolt : yet faithful how they stood. 
Their glory wtrher'd : as when lieaven's Are 
Hath scathed the forest oaks, or mountain 

pines. 
With singed top, their stately growth, though 

bare. 
Stands on the blasted heath, lie now prepared 
To speak : whereat their doubled ranks they 

bend 
From wing to living, and half enclose him round 
With all his i^eers: attention held them mute. 
Thrice he essay'd, and thrice. In spite of scorn. 
Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth : at last 
Words, Interwove with sighs, found out their 

way. 
'* O myriads of immortal spirits! O powers 
Matchless, but with the Almighty! and that 

strife 
Was not inglorioas, though the event was dire, 
As this place testifies, and this dire change. 
Hateful to utter! but what |)ower of mind, 
Foreseeing or presaging, fn>m the depth 
Of knowledge past or present, could have fear'd. 
How such united force of gods, how such 
As stood like these, could ever know repulse? 
For who can yet believe, though after loss, 
Tliat all these puissant legions, whose exile 
Hath emptied heaven, shall fail to reascend 
Self-raised, and rei»osses their native seat? 
For me, be witness all the host of heaven. 
If counsels different, or dangers shunn'd 
By me, have lost our hopes. But He who reigns 
Monarch in heaven, till then as one secure 
Silt on His throne, upheld by old repute, 
( onsent or custom : and His regal state 
Tut forth at full, but still His strength con- 

ceal'd. 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our 

fall 
Henceforth His might we know, and know our 

own; 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New war, provoked: our better part remains 
To work in close design, by franu or guile. 
What force effected not: that He no less 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds; whereof se 

rife 
There went a fame in heaven that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the sons of heaven: 
lliither, if but to pry, should be perlwps 
Our first eruption ; thither or elKewhere ; 
For this infernal pit shall never hold 
Celestial spirits in bondage, nor the abjrss 
Long under darkness cover. But these 

thoughts 
Full counsel must mature : peace is despair'd: 
For who can think submission*/ War, then, 

war. 
Open or understood, must be resolved." 

He spake : and to conflrm his words, on«flew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the 

thighs 
Of mighty chernbira ; the sudden blaze 
Far round illumined hell : highly they raged 
Against the Highest, and flerce with grasped 

arms 
Clash'd on their sounding shields the din of 

war. 
Hurling defiance toward lVv% -^ waW. ^A\v%v««cv. 

There stood a Yv\\\ wo\. \».t , ^\iv»«^ ^K^'^l"^^^^. ,^ 
Belched ttre and To\\\v\%wsvv>\A\>Xv'6 x««xvox\t^ 
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Shone with a glossy scurf ; undoubted sign 

That in his womb was hid metallic ore, 

The work of sulphur. Thither, wing'd with 

speed, 
A numerous brigade hastened : as when bands 
Of pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on ; 
Mammon, the least erected spirit that fell 
JTrom heaven; or e'en in heaven his looks and 

thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than aught, divine or holy, else enjoy'd 
In vision beatific: by hlra first 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 
Kiinsack'd the centre, and with impious hands 
Itified the bowels of their mother earth 
For treasures, better hid. Soon had lits crew 
Open'd into the hill a spacious wound, 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in hell ; that soil may best 
Deserve the precious bane. And here let those. 
Who boast in mortal things, and wondering 

tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphlan kings, 
Learn how their greatest monuments of tame, 
And strength, and art, are easily outdone 
By spirits reprobate, and in an hour. 
What in an age they with incessant toil 
And hands innumerable scarce perforui. 
>iigh on the plain, in many cells prepared. 
That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluiced from the lake, a second multitude. 
With wondrous art, founded the massy ore, 
Severing each kind, and scumm'd the bullion 

dross z 
A third as soon had form'd within the ground 
A various mould, and from the boiling cells. 
By strange conveyance, flll'd each hollow nook ; 
As in an organ, from one blast of whid. 
To many a row of pipes the soundboard 

breathes. 
Anon, out of the earth, a fabric huge 
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 
Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet. 
Built like a temple, where pilasters round 
Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave ; nor did there want 
Cornice or frieze, with bossy sculptures gra- 
ven: 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo, such magnificence 
Equaled in all their glories, to enshrine 
Belus or Serapis, their gods ; or seat 
Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 
In wealth and luxury. Tlie ascending pile 
Soonfix'd her stately height; and straight the 

doors. 
Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide* 
Within, her ample spaces, o'er the smooth 
And level pavement; from the arched roof, 
Pendent by subtle magic, many a row 
Of starry lamps and blazing cressets, fed 
With naphtha and asphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky. The nasty multitude 
Admiring enter'd ; and the work some praise, 
And some the architect: his hand was known 
In heaven by many a towered structure high. 
Where sceptred angels held their residence. 
And sat as princes ; whom the supreme King 
Exalted to sacb power, and gave to rule, 



Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 
Nor was his name unheard or uuadorud 
In ancient Greece; and in the Ausoniun land 
Men CAll'd him Mulciber: and how lio fell 
From heaven, they fabled, thrown by angry 

Jove 
Sheer o'er the crystal battlements : from mom 
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 
A summer's day ; and with the setting sun 
Dropp'd from tlie zenith, like a falling star. 
On Lemnos, iBgean isle ; thus they relate, 
Erring; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before ; nor aught avail'd him now 
To have built in heaven high towers ; nor did he 

'scape 
By all his engines, but was headlong sent 
With his industrious crew to build in hell. 

Meanwhile the winged heralds, by command 
Of sovereign power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host pro- 
claim 
A solemn council, forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers ; their summons call'd 
From every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice tlie worthiest; tliey anon. 
With hundreds and with thousands, trooping 

came. 
Attended : all excess was throng'd ; the gates 
And porches wide, but chief thu spacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions 

bold 
Wont ride in arme'd, and at the Soldan's chair 
Defied the best of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat, or career with lance). 
Thick swarin'd, both on the ground and in the 

air. 
Brushed with the hiss of rustling wings. As 

bees 
In spring-time, when the sun with Taurus rides. 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank, 
The suburb of their straw-built cltndel. 
New rubb'd with balm, expatiate and confer 
Their state affairs ; so thick the aery crowd 
Swarm'd and were straiten'd; till, the signal 

given. 
Behold a wonder ! They but now who seem'd 
In bigness to snrpass eartli's gUint sous. 
Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng iiuml)erless like that Pygmean race 
Beyond the Indian mount ; or lalry elves, 
Whose midnight revels, by a forest side 
Or fountain, some belated peasant sees. 
Or dreams he sees, while overhead tlie moon 
Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale course ; they, on their mirth and 

dance 
Intent, with Jocund music charm his car ; 
At once with Joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 
Kednced tlieir shapes Immense, and were at 

large, 
Though without number still, amidst the hall 
Of that infernal conrt. But far wUhiii, 
And in their own dimensions, like themselves. 
The great seraphic lords and cherubim 
In close recess and secret conclave sat ; 
A thousand demi-gods on golden scats 
Frequent and full. After short silence then. 
And sammons read, the great consult began. 
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BOOK n. 

The consultation bcsrun, Satan debates whether another battle be to be hazar.led for the rccoverj 
of heaven : some advise it, others dissuade : a third propu!»al is preferred, mentioned before b v 
Satan, to search the truth of that prophecy or tradition in heaven concerning another world, 
and another idnd of creature, equal or not much Inferior to themselves, about this time to bo 
created. Their doubt, who shall be sent on this difficult search ; Satan, their chief, undertidces 
alene the voyage, is honoured and applauded. The council tlins ended, the rest betake themN 
several ways, and to several employments, as their inclinations lead them, to entertain the 
time till Satan return. He passesonhis journey to hell-gates; finds them shut, and who sat 
there to guard them ; by whom at length they are opened, and discover to him the great gulf 
between nell and heaven ; with what difficulty he passes through, directed by Chaos, the power 
of that place, to the sight of this new world which he sought. 



High on a throne of a royal state, which far 

Outshone the wealth of Ormus and of iiid. 

Or where the gorgeous East, with riclieMt hand, 

Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted sat, by merit raised 

To that bad eminence : and from despair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspi^x^s 

Bevond thus high ; insatiate to pursue 

Vain war with heaven ; and, by success un- 

taaght. 
His proud imaginations thus displayed : 

"Powers and dominions, deities of heaven ! 
For since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigour, though oppressed and fallen, 
I gave not heaven for lost. From this descent 
Celestial.virtncs rising, will appear 
More glorious and more dread than from no fall. 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate. 
Me thought Just right, and the flx'd laws of 

Heaven, 
Did first create your leader; next, free choice, 
With what besides, in counsel or in fight. 
Hath been achieved of merit ; yet this loss. 
Thus far at least recovered, hath much more 
Established in a safe uncnvied throne, 
Yielded with full consent. The happier state 
In heaven, which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from eacli inferior: but who here 
'Willenvy whom the highest place exposes 
Foremost to stand against the Thunderer's aim. 
■Your bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 
Of endless pain? Where there is then no good 
For which to strive, no strife can grow up there 
From faction ; for none sure will claim in hell 
Precedence ; none, whose portion Is so small 
Of present pain, that with ambitions mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 
More than can be in heaven, we now return 
Tb claim onr Just inheritance of old, 
Surer to prosper than ]irosperity 
Could have assured us ; and, by what best wny. 
Whether of open war, or covert guile, 
We now debate : who can advise, may speak." 

He ceased; and next him Moloch, scei>trcd 
king. 
Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest spirit. 
That fought in heaven, now fiercer by despair : 
His trust was with the Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in strength ; and rather than be less. 
Cared not to be at all : with that care lost 
Went all his fear: of God, or hell, or worse. 
He reckM not; and these words thereafter 
spake : 

** My sentence is for open war: of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boast not: them let thoM) 
Contrive who need, or when they need; not 

now. 
For, while they sit contriving, shall the rest. 
Millions that stand in arms, and longing wuit 
The signal to ascend, sit lingering here 
Heaven's fugitives, and for their dwelling- 
place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of sliame, 
The prison of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? No! let U8 rather choose, 
:Um'd with hell Oatnes and /uiy, all at once. 



O'er heaven's high towers to force resistless 

way, 
Turning onr tortures into horrid arms 
Against the torturer ; when, to meet the noise 
Or his almighty engine, he shall hear 
Infernal thunder; and, for lightning, see 
Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 
Among his angels ; and his throne itself 
Mix'd with Tartarean sulphur, and strange fire, 
His own invented torments. But perhaps 
Tlic way seems difficult and steep to scale 
With upright wing against a higher foe. 
Let sucli bethink them, if the sleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not still, 
That In our proper motion we ascend 
Up to our native seat : descent and fall 
To us is adverse. Who but felt of late. 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Insulting, and pursued us through the deep. 
With what compulsion and laborious filglit 
We sunk thus low 'f The ascent is easy tlien ; 
The event is fear'd ; should we again provoke 
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may 

find 
To our destruction ; if there be in hell 
Fear to be worse destroy'd : what can be worse 
Tlian to dwell here, driven out from bliss, con- 

denm'd 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 
Where |Miiu of unextlngulshable fire 
Must exercise us witiiout hope of end. 
The vassals of his anger, when the scourge 
Inexorable, and the torturing hour. 
Call us to penance ? more destroy'd than thus. 
We should be quite aboUshd, and expU-e. 
What fear we, then '/ what doubt we to incense 
His utmost ire? which, to the height enraged, 
Will either quite consume us, and reduce 
To nothing this essential (happier far 
Than miserable to have eternal being:) 
Or, if our substance be indeed divine, 
And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 
On this side nothing; and by proof we feel 
Our power sufficient to disturb his heaven. 
And witli perpetual inroads to alarm. 
Though inaccessible, his fatal throne : 
Which, if not victory, is yet revenge.' 

He ended, frowning, and his look denounced 
Desperate revenge, and battle dangerous 
To less than gods. On the other side uprose 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane : 
\ fairer person lost not heaven ; he seein'd 
For dignity composed, and hiffh exploit : 
But ail was false and hoUow ; though hi.<« 

tongue 
Dropp'd manna, and could make the worst ap- 
pear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels; for his thoughts were low,- 
To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful: yet he pleased the ear, 
And with persuasive accent thus began : 

•' I should be much for open war, peers. 
As not behind in hate ; It vihft.t^*&A«^«6,^ 
Ma\n reasou U> ^«%\x«L(^ft Nsosbr^^xa ^*x . 
l>ld not Oi\aft\wAft m<&mo%VKTA^««i\» ^*^. 
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When lie, who most cxc«'1h in fact of arms, 

III what he counsels, and In what excels, 

JMistrustful, grounds his courage on despair 

And utter dissolution as the scope 

Of all his aim, after some dire revenge. 

First, wliat revenge ? The towers of heaven are 

fllld 
With armed watoh, that render all access 
Jmpregnat>ie: oft on the bordering deep 
Encamp their legions; or. with obscnre wing 
Scout, far and wide into the realm of night. 
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way 
Bv force, and at our heels ail hell s!:oiild rise 
With blackest insuirectlon, to confound 
Heaven's purest light ; yet our jrreat Enemy, 
All incorruptible, would on ilis throne 
Sit unpolluted; and the ethereal mould, 
Incapable of stain, would soon exi)el 
Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire. 
Victorious. Thus repulsed, our final hope 
Is flat despair : we must exasperate 
The Almighty Victor to spend all His rage. 
And that must end us ; that must be our cure. 
To be no more. Sad cure I for who would los j, 
Though full of pain, this Intellectual being, 
Those thoughts that wander through eternity, 
To perish rather, swallow'd up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated niglit. 
Devoid of sense and motion ? And who knows, 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will ever'/ how he can, 
Is doubftful: that He never will, is sure. 
Will He, so wise, let loose at once His ire, 
Belike tlirough impotence, or unaware, 
To give His enemies their wish, and end 
Them In His anger, whom His anger saves 
To punish endless? Wherefore cease we then ? 
Say they who counsel war; We are decreed, 
Keserved, and destined to eternal woe; 
Whatever doing, what can we suffer more. 
What can we suffer worse i Is this then worst, 
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms:' 
What! when we fled amain, pursued and struck 
With heavens afllicting thunder, and besought 
The deep to shelter ns V Tills hell then seem d 
A refuge from those wounds; or when we lay 
Chain'd on the burning lake ? That sure was 

worse. 
What if the breath, that kindled those gi'im 

flres, 
Awaked, should blow them into sevenfold rage, 
And plunge as in the flames? or, from above, 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us ? What if all 
Her stores were open'd, and this flnnameiit 
Of hell should spout her cataracts of Are, 
Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 
One day upon our heads ; while we, perhaps, 
Designing or exhorting glorious war. 
Caught In a fiery tempest, shall be hnri'd 
Each on his rock transflx'd, the sport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds ; or for ever sunk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapp'd in chains. 
Tliere to converse with everlasting gi'oans 
Uiirespited, unpitied, nnreprieved. 
Ages of hopeless end ? This would be worse. 
War, therefore, open or conceal'd aUke 
My voice dissuades; for .what can force or guile 
With Him, or who deceive His mind, whose eye 
Views all things at one view ? He from heaven's 

height 
All these our motions vain sees, and derides ; 
Not more almighty to resist our might. 
Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven 
Thus trampled, thus expell*d to suffer here 
Chains and these torments ? Better these than 

worse. 
By my advice : since fate Inevitable 
Subdues us, and omnipotent decree. 
The Victor's will. To suffer, as to do. 
Oar strength is equal, nor the law nniust 
Tiiatso ontalas: tills was at first resolved, 



If we were wise, against so great a Foe 
Contending, and so doubtful what might fall. 
i langh. wiien those who at the spear are huUI 
And venturous, if that fail them, siirink and 

fear 
What yet they know mast follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 
The sentence of their Conqueror: This is now 
Our doom ; which, if we can sustain and bear, 
Our supreme Foe in time may much reniir 
His anger; and perhaps, thus far removed, 
Not mind us not offending, satisfied 
With what 18 punished; whence these rsiglng 

flres 
Will slacken, if His breath stir not their flames. 
Our purer essence then will overcome 
Their noxious vapour: or, inured, not foel ; 
Or, changed at length, and to the place con- 

form'd 
In temper and In nature, will receive 
Familiar the fierce lieat, and void of pain : 
Tills horror will grow mild, this darkness light ; 
Besides what hope the never-ending fiiglit 
Of future days may bring, what chiuice, what 

change 
Worth waiting; since our present lot appears 
For happy, though but ill . for ill, not worst, 
If we procure not to ourselves more woe." 
Thus Belial, with words clothed in reason's 

garb, 
Counsei'd Ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth. 
Nut peace: And after him thus Mammon spnkc: 

" Either to disenthrone the King ot Heaven 
We war, if war be best, or to regain 
Our own right lost: Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yu'id 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife: 
The former, vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter; for what place can be for us 
Within heaven's bound, unless heaven's Lord 

supreme 
We overpower? Suppose He should relent, 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection; with what eyes could we 
Stand m His presence humble, and receive 
strict laws imposed, to celebrate His thi*one 
With warbled nymns, and to His Godhead sing 
Forced hallelujahs: while He lordly sits 
O.ir envied Sovereign, and His altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers. 
Our servile offerings? This must be our task 
In heaven, this our delight ; how wearisome 
Eternity so spent. In worship paid 
To whom we hate ! Let us not then pursue 
By force impossible, by leave obtained 
Unacceptable, though In heaven, our state 
Of splendid vassalage ; but rather seek ' 
Our own good from ourselves, and from our 

own 
Live to ourselves, though In this vast recess. 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring 
Hard liberty t)etore the easy yoke 
Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 
Then most conspicuous, when great things of 

!imall. 
Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse. 
We can create ; and m what place soe'or 
Thrive under evil, and work ease out of pain. 
Through labour and endurance. This deep 

w^orld 
Of darkness do we dread ? How oft amidst 
Thick clouds and dark doth heaven's ali-rullng 

Sire 
Choose to reside. His glory unobscurod. 
And with the majesty of darkness round 
Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders 

roar. 
Mustering their rage, and heaven resembles 

hell? 
As He our darkness, cannot we His light 
Imitate when we please ? This desert »'»ll 
Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold : 
Nor want we sktt\ ot wt, ttom whence to raise 
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Magnificence; and what can heaven shovr 

more? 
Onr torments also may in length of time 
Become onr elements: these piercing fires 
As soft as now severe, our temper changed 
Into their temper: which mast needs remove 
The sensible or pain. All thhigs invite 
To peaceful connsels, and the settled state 
Of order, how in safety best we may 
Compose onr present evils, with regard 
Of wiiat we are, and where : dismlssmg qnlte 
All thonghts of war. Ye have what I advise/* 
He scarce had flnlsh'd, when such mormar 

flUd 
The assemblv. as when hollow rocks retain 
Tlie soimd of blastering wmds, which ail night 

long 
Had roused the sea, now with hoarse cadence 

lull 
Seafaring men o'erwatch'd, whose bark by 

chance. 
Or pinnace, anchors m a craggy bay 
After the temiMst, suih applause was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his sentence pleased, 
Advising peace : for such another field 
They dreaded worse than hell; so much the 

fear 
Of thunder and the sword of Michac'l 
Wrought still within them: and no less desire 
To fonild this neittier empire, which might rise 
By policy, and Ions; process of time, 
li; emulation opi>osire to heaven. 
Which when Beel^ebuD perceived, than whom 
Satan except, none higher sat. with grave 
Aspect he rose, and in his rising seem d 
A plUar of state ; deep on his iront engraven 
Deliberation sat, and public care : 
And pnncelv counsel hi his face yet shone, 
Majestic, though m ruin : sage he ntood 
With Atlantean shoulders, fit to bear 
The weight of mightiest monarchies; his look 
Drew audience and attention stiil as iiiKht 
Or summer's noontide air, while thus lie spake: 
*' Thrones, and imperial powers, offspring of 

heaven. 
Ethereal virtnes ! or these titles now 
Must me renounce, and, changing style, be 

cali'd 
Princes of hell ? for so the popular vote 
Inclines here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire ; doubtless, while we dream. 
And know not that tho King of Heaven hath 

doom'd 
This place our dungeon : not our safe retreat 
Beyond His potent arm, to live exempt 
From heaven's high Jurisdiction, in new league 
Banded against His throne, but to remain 
In strictest bondage, though thus far removed 
Under the inevitable curb reserved 
Bis captive multitude: lor he, be sure, 
Tn height or depth, still first and last will reign 
Sole king, and of His kingdom lose no part 
By our revolt : but over hell extend 
His empire, and with iron sceptre rule 
Us here, as with his golden those in heaven. 
What sit we then projecting peace and war? 
War hath determined us, and foird with loss 
Irreparable : terms of peace yet none 
Vouchsafed or sought; for what peace will be 

given 
To as enslaved, bat custody severe. 
And stripes, and arbitrary punishment. 
Inflicted y and what peace «n we return. 
But to onr power hostility and hate. 
Untamed reluctance, and revenge, though slow. 
Yet ever plotting how the Conqueror least 
May reap His conquest, and may least rejoice 
Jn doing what we most m saffcHng-feel? 
Nor will occasion want, nor shall wc need 
With dangerous exi)edltlon to invade 
Heaven, whose high walls fear no assault or 

sieffe 
Or ambasb' /rom the deep. What if we find 



Some easier enterprise ? There is a place 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in heaven 

Err notx another world, the happy seat 

Of some new race, cali'd Man, about this time 

To be created like ^o ns, though less 

In power and excellence, but favour'd more 

Of Hiin who rules above ; so was His will 

Pronounced among the gods, and by an oath. 

That shook Heaven's whole circainfeix-ituc, cou- 

finnd. 
Tliither let us bend all our thonghts to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what iiiouid 
Or subst nee, how endued, and what tiiclr 

power. 
And where their weakness, bow atttinpted 

best, 
Ry force or subtlety. Though heaven be shut. 
And heaven's high Arbitrator sit secui-e 
III His own strength, this place may llo exiiosedf 
The utmost border of His kiiigdoni, left 
To their defence who hold It : Here pe haps 
Some advantageous act may be achieved 
By sudden onset ; either with hell-fire 
To waste His whole creation, or imssess 
All as our own. and drive, as we were driv. n. 
The puny habitants ; or. If not drive. 
Seduce tnem to our party, that their God 
May prove their fue, and with re|>entlng hand 
AboliHh His own works. This would surpass 
Common revenge, and interrupt His Joy 
111 our confusion, and onr Joy upraise 
In His disturbance : when His darling sons. 
Hurra headlong to partake with us, shall 

curse 
Tlieir frail original, and faded bliss. 
Faded so soon. Advise, if this be worth 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 
Hatching vain empires. ' Thus BeelKcbub 
Pleaded his devilish connbel. first devised 
Hy Satan, and in part proposed * forwlience. 
But from the author of all ill. could spring 
So deep a malice to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 
To mingle and Involve, done all to spite 
The great Creator ? But their spite still servos 
His glory to augment. The bold design 
Pleased highly those infernal states, and Joy 
Sparkled in all their eyes: with full assent 
They vote: whereat his speech he thus renews: 
" Well have ye Judged, well ended long <le- 

b.ite. 
Synod of gods ! and. like to what ye are. 
Great things resolved, which, from the lowest 

deep. 
Will once more lift us ap, in spite of fate. 
Nearer our ancient seat: perhaps in view 
Of those bright confines, whence with neigh- 
bouring arms. 
And opportune excursion, we may chance 
Re-enter heaven ; or else in some mild jKMie 
Dwell, not anvisitcd of heaven's fair light. 
Secure; and at the brightening orient beam 
Purge off this gloom : the soft, delicious air, 
To heal the scai: of these corrosive fires. 
Shall breath her balm. But first, whom shall 

we send 
In search of this new world? Whom shall we 

find 
Suflicicnt? Who shall tempt with wandcrhig 

feet 
The dark, unbottomed. Infinite abyss. 
And through the palpable obscure find oat 
His uncouth wsiy. or spread his ahry flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings. 
Over the vast abrupt, ere lie Arrive 
The happy Isle? What strength, what art, can 

then 
Suffice, or what evasion bear htm safe 
Through the strict sentries and stations thick 
Of angels watching round ? Hqx« ^^ V»»A.Yi!i«eft. 
A II c'ircuTOa\>ftcX\ow \ •."ftA N»^ Xkww tv»\v»* 
C\\o\ce \v\ ox« %wtlT«L\s!fcv \w, wv;w\tfs«v^'fc»«5^<^^ 
I T\\e weVgYiV ol a.W waA w«^»*^.>i»»«»^'»»*^ 
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This f»ald, lie sat; nnd expectation hold 
His look suspense, a>vniting who appear'd 
To second, or oppose, or undcrtnlte, 
Tlie perilous attempt : bnt all sat mute, 
rondering the danger wrlth deep thoughts ; and 

each 
In other's countenance read his own dlsmnv. 
Astonish *d: none among the choice and prime 
Of those heaven-warring champions could be 

found 
So hardy, as to proffer or accept, 
Alone, the dreadful voyage ; till at last 
8atan, whom now transcendent glory raised 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride. 
Conscious of highest worth, unmoved thus 

spake : 
" O progeny of heaven ! empyreal thrones ! 
With reason hath deep silence and demur 
.Seized us, though unaismay*d: Lung ts the way 
And hard, that ont of hell loads up to Upln ; 
Our prison strong; this huge convex of tire, 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 
Ninefold ; and gates of burning adamant, 
Barr'd over us. pn>hibit all egress. 
These pass'd, if any pass, the void profound 
Of unessential night receives nim next 
Wide gaping, and with utter loss of being 
Threatens him. plunged in that aoortivc gulf. 
If thence he 'scane into whatever world. 
Or unknown region, what remains hmi less 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape ? 
But I should HI become this throne. O peers, 
And this imperial sovereignty adornd 
With splendour, arm'd with power, if aught pro- 
posed 
And Judged of public moment, In the shape 
Of difficulty or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I assumo 
These royalties, and not refuse to relgu, 
lief using to accept as great a share 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who reigns, and so much to him duo 
Of hazard more, as he above the rest 
High honour'd sits? «o, therefore, mighty 

powers, 
Terror of heaven, though fallen ! Intend at homo 
(While here shall be our home,) what best may 

ease 
"The present misery, and render hell 
More tolerable; if there be cure or charm 
To respite, or deceive, or slack the pain 
Of this ill mansion : intermit no watch 
Against a wakeful foe, while I abroad. 
Through all the coasts of dark destruction seek 
Deliverance lor us all: this enterprise 
None shall partake with me." Thus saying, 

rose 
The monarch, and prevented all reply: 
Prudent, lest from his resolution raised. 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refused) what erst they fear'd ; 
And, so refused, might in opinion stand 
His rivals; winningcheapthe high repute. 
Which he through hazard huge must earn. But 

they 
Dreaded not more the adventure, than his voice 
Forbidding; and at once with iiim they rose : 
Their rising ail at once was as the sound 
Of thunder heard remote. Toward him they 

bend 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a god 
£xtol him equal to the Highest in heaven. 
Nor fail'd they to express how much they 

{^raised, 
or the general safety he despised 
His own : for neither do the spirits damn'd 
Lose all their virtue ; lest bad men should boast 
Their specious deeds on earth, which glory ex- 
cites. 
Or close ambition, vamlsh'd o*er with zeal. 
Thus they their doubtful consultations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchless chief: 
jlB when from mountain-tops the dusky clouds 



Ascending, while the north wind sleeps, o*cr- 

sprcud 
Heaven's cheerful face, the lowering clement 
.Scowls o'er the durkeu'd landsklp snow, or 

shower; 
If chance the radiant sun, with farewell sweet. 
Extend his evening beam, the fields revive, 
TliR birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
Attest their joy, that hill and valley rings. 
O slmme to men ! Devil with devil damn'd 
Firm concord holds, men only disagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of lieaveniy grace ; and, God prociamiing peace. 
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife. 
Among themselves, and levy cruel wars. 
Wasting the earth, each other to destroy : 
As if (which might mduce us to accord) 
Alan had not hellish foes enow besides, 
'llnit day and night for his destruction wait. 

Tlie Stygian couhcil thus dissolved, and forth 
I:i order came the grand infernal peers; 
JSlidst came their mighty paramount, and seem'd 
Alone the antagonists of heaven, nor less 
Thon heirs dread emperor, with pomp supreme, 
And god-hke imitated state : him round 
A globe of fiery seraphim enclosed 
With bright emblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Tlien, of their session ended, they bid cry 
With trumpets regal sound the great result : 
Toward the four winds four speedy cherubim 
Put to their mouths the sounding alchemy. 
By herald's voice cxplam'd ; the hollow abyss 
Heard far and wide, and all the host of hell 
With deafening shout retum'd them loud ac- 
claim. 
Thence more at case their minds, and somewhat 

raised 
By false presumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
Disband, and, wandering, eacli his several way 
Pursues, as Inclination or sad choice 
Leads him, perplcx'd, where he may likeliest 

find 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The Irksome hours, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain, or In the air sublime. 
Upon the wing, or in swift race contend. 
As at the Olympian games or Pythian fields; 
Part curb their fiery steeds, or shun ilio j;«»al 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brlgndos lorni. 
As when, to warn proud cities, war ap|)ears 
Waged in the troubled sky, and armies rusli 
To battle in the clouds, before each van 
Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their 

spears 
Till thickest legions close : with feats of arms 
From either end of heaven the welkin burns. 
Otljors. Willi vast Typhoean rage, more fell. 
Hciid up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
In wliirlwind; hell scarce holds the wild up- 
roar. 
As when Alcides. from (Echalia crown'd 
Witii conquest, felt the envcnom'd robe, and 

tore 
Throngh pain up by the roots Thessallan pines. 
And Llchas from the top of (Eta thiXMv 
Into the Eubolc sea. Others, more mild, 
Retreated In a silent valley, sing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds, and hapless fall 
By doom of battle ; and complain that fate 
Free virtue should enthral to force or chance. 
Their song was partial; but the harmony 
(What could It less when spirits immortal 

sing?) 
Suspended hell, and took with ravishment 
The thronging audience. In discourse more 

sweet 
(For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense) 
Others apart sat on a hill retired. 
In thoughts more elevate, and reasoned high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate ; 
Flx'd fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute. 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lost. 
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Of good and evil much they argued thciif 

Of happiness and final misery, 

Passion and apathy, and glory and shame, 

Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy : 

Yet, with a pleasing sorcery, could charm 

Pain for a while, or anguish, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm the obdured breast 

With stubborn patience, as with triple steel. 

Another part, in squadrons and gross bands. 

On bold adventure to discover wide 

That dismal world, if any clime perhaps 

Might yield them easier habitation, bend 

Four ways their flying march, along the banks 

Ot four infernal nvers, that disgorge 

into the burning lalie their balefnl streams : 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate. 

Sad Acheron, of sorrow, black and aeep , 

Cocytns, named of lamentation loud 

Heard on the rueful stream: fierce Plitegethon, 

Whose waves ot torrent fire inflame with rago. 

Far oft from these, a slow and silent stream, 

Lethe, the river ot oblivion, rolls 

Her watery labyrinth, whereot who drinks. 

Forthwith his former state and being forgets, 

Forgets both Joy and grief, pleasure and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetaal storms 

Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 

Of ancient pile, or else deep snow and ice, 

A gulf profound as that Serbonian bog 

Betwixt Damiata and mount Casius oid. 

Where armies whole have sunk ; The parching 

air 
Bums frore, and cold performs the effect of fire. 
Thither, by harpy-footed furies naled. 
At certain revolutions, nil the damn'd 
Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter 

change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more 

fierce; 
From beds of raging fire, to starve in ice 
Their soft ethereal warmth, nnd there to pine 
Immovable, infixed, nnd frozen ronnd. 
Periods of time; thence hnrricd back to fire. 
They ferry over this Lethean sound 
Both to and fro, their sorrow to augment. 
And wish and struggle, as they pass, to reach 
The tempting stream, with one small drop tb 

lose 
In sweet forgetfulness all pain and woe. 
All in one moment, and so near the brink : 
But fate withstands, and to oppose the attempt 
Medusa with Gorgonian terror guards 
The ford, and of itself the water flies 
All taste of living wight, as once it ficd 
Thelipof Tantalns Thus roving on 
In confused march forlorn, the adventurous 

bands, 
With shuddering horror pale, and eyes aghast, 
View'd first tlieir lamentable lot. and found 
No rest. Through many a dark and dreary vale 
They pass'd, and many a region dolorous. 
O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 
Kocks. caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades 

of death, 
A universe of death ; w^hich God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good ; 
Where all life dies, death lives, and nature 

breeds 
Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things. 
Abominable, unutterable, and worse 
Than fables yet have feign'd. or fear conceived, 
Oorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 

Meanwhile, the adversary of God and man, 
Satan, with thoughts infiamed of highest design. 
Puts OB swift wings, and towards the gates vi 

hell 
Explores his solitary flight: sometimes 
He scours the right-hand coast, sometimes the 

left ; 
Now shaves with level wing the deep, then 

soars 



Up to the fiery concave towering high. 

As when far off at sea a fleet descried 

Hangs in the clouds, by eqninoxlul winds 

Close sailing from Bengalo, or the isles 

Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchant:* bring 

Their spicy drugs ; they on the trading flood, 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Ca})e, 

Ply stemming nightly toward the pule: so 

seem'd 
Far off the flying flend. At last appear 
Ilell-bounds. high reaching to the horrid roof. 
And thrice threefold the gates ; threefoids were 

brass. 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock 
Impenetrable. Impaled with circling fire. 
Yet unconsiiiucd. Before the gates there sat 
On eitiier side a formidable shape ; 
The one seem d woman to the waist, and fair ; 
But ended foul in many a scaly fold 
Voluminous and vast : a serpent arm'd 
With mortal sting : about her middle ronnd 
A cry of hell-hounds never-ceasing bark'd. 
With wide Cerberian months, full loud, and 

rung 
A hidcou.4 peal; yet when they list, would 

creep. 
If aught disturb'd their noise, into her womb. 
And kennel there ; vet tncre still bark d and 

howld 
Within, unseen. Far less abhorr'd than these 
VcxM Scjlla, bathing in the sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarse Tnnacrinn shore : 
Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when, cairi 
in secret, riding through tiie air she comes, 
Lured with the smell of Infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the labouring 

moon 
Eclipses at their charms. The other shape. 
If shape it might be call'd that shape had none 
Distinguishable in meml)er, joint, or limb: 
Or substance miglit be cail'd that shadow 

seem'd. 
For each seem'd cither; black it stood as night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell. 
And shook a dreadful dart; what seem'd his 

head 
The likeness of a kingly crown had on. 
Satan was now nt hand, niuX from his seat 
1 he monster moving onward, came as fast 
With horrid strides: hell trembled as he strode. 
The undaunted fiend what this might be ad- 
mired. 
Admired, not fear'd : God and His Son except. 
Created thing nought valued he. nor shunned; 
And with disdainful look thus first began : 
"Whence, and what art thou, execrable 

shape ! 
That darest, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates? through them I mean to pass, 
That be assured, without leave ask'd of thee : 
Retire, or taste thy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-born, not to contend with spirits of 

heaven." 
To whom the goblin full of wrath replied : 
" Art thou that traitor-angel, art thou he. 
Who first broke peace in heaven, and faith, till 

then 
Unbroken ; and in proud rebellious arms. 
Drew after him the third part of heaven's sons 
Conjured against the Highest; for which both 

thou 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemn'd 
To waste eternal days in woe and pain ':• 
And reckon'st thou thyself with spirits of 

heaven, 
IIell-doom*d, and breath'st defiance here and 

scorn. 
Where I reign king, and. to enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord '/ Back to thy punishmetvv^ 
False fugitive, and to U\^ %\ktvi^»A^^^s^'«»*^ 
Lest vrU\\ a -wiA^p ol ft«$tVvwv%\ v^«^^^. ^ , ^ . 
i Thy Uugertug, at \«VX\v wv^ *vcQ>i» qV>cd^s. ^sox 
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Strange horror seize thee, and pangs unfelt be- 
fore." 
So* spake the grizzly Terror, and In shape, 
Su speaking and so threatening, grew tenfold 
More dreadful and deform. On the other side, 
Incensed with indignation, Satan stood 
ITntcrrifled, and like a comet buni'd. 
That fires the length of Ophinchus huge 
In the arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 
Sliakes pestilence and war. Each at the head 
Leveli'd his deadly aim: their fatal hands 
No second stroke intend: and such a frown 
Each cast at tlie other, as when two binck 

clouds. 
With heaven's artillery fraught, come rattling 

on 
Over the Caspian, then stand front to -front. 
Hovering a space, till winds the signal blow 
To join thftir dark encounter in mid-air: 
So frown'd the raigiity combatants, that hell 
Grew darker at their trown; so matched they 

stood. 
For never but once more was cither like 
To meet so great a foe : And nf>w great deeds 
Had been achieved, whereof nil hell had rung. 
Had not the snaky sorceress that siif, 
East by the hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 
Kisen, and with hideous outcry rush 'a between. 
" O Faxther 1 what intends thy hands," she 
cried, 
*' Against thy onfy son ? What fury. O Son ! 
Possesses thee to bend that mortal dart 
Against thy father's head ? and know'st for 

whom ? 
For Him who sits above, and laughs the while 
At the ordaiii'd his drudge, to execute 
Whate'er His wrath, which ho calls Justice, 

bid!>; 
His wrath, which one day will destrov ye both !*' 

She spake, and at her words the hellish pest 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan return'd: 
"So strange thy outcry, and thy words so 
strange 
Thoa interposest, that my sadden hand, 
J'revented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends, till first I know of thee. 
What thing thou art, thus doubie-form'd ; and 

why. 
In this infernal vale first met, thou call'st 
Me father, and that phantasm call'st my son: 
J know thee not. nor ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable than him and thee. ' 
To whom thus the portress of hell-gate re- 
plied: 
*' Hast thon forgot me then, and do I seem 
Now in thine eye so foul ? once deem'd so fair 
In heaven, when at the assembly, and In sight 
Of all the seraphim with thee combined 
In bold conspiracy against heaven's King, 
Ail on a sudden miserable pain 
Surprised tliee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swum 
In darkness, while thy head flames tiiick and 

fast 
Threw forth ; trll, on the left side opening wide, 
Likest to thee In shape and countenance bright. 
Then shining heavenly fair, a goddess ann'd. 
Out of thy head I sprung; amazement seized 
All the host of heaven; back they recoil'd afraid 
At first, and call'd me Sin, and for a sign 
Portentous held me ; but, familiar grown, 
I pleased, and with attractive graces won 
The most averse, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect Image viewing. 
Became enamonr'd. and such joy thou took'st 
With me in secret, that my womb conceived 
A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose. 
And fields were fought in heaven ; wherein re- 

maln'd 
(For what could else ?) to our Almighty Foe 
Clear victory : to our part loss and rout. 
Through all the empyrean: down they fell 
Driven headlong from the pitch of heaven, down 
Za/o tjjjs deep; and In the general /all, 



I also ;at which time, this powerful key 
Into luy hand was given, with charge to keep 
These gates for ever shut, wiiiuh nulfe can puss 
Without my opening. Pensive here 1 sut 
Alone ; but long 1 sat not. till my womb. 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown. 
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. 
At last this odious offspring whom tliou seest. 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way. 
Tore til rough my entrails, that with fear and 

pain 
Distorted, ail my nether shape thus grew 
Transformed • But he my inbred enemy 
Forth issued, brandishing his fatal dart. 
Made to destroy. I fled and cried out Death ! 
Heii trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd 
Far from her caves, and back resounded. Death ! 
1 fled , but he pursued tthougli more, it seems. 
Inflamed with lust than rage) and, swifter far. 
Me overtook, ins mother, all dismay 'd, 
And in embraces lorclbie and font 
ingenderiug with mc, of that rape begot 
These yelUng monsters, that witn ceaseless cry 
Surround me, as thou saw'st ; hourly conceived 
And hourly t>orn, with sorrow infinite 
To me ; for, when they iist, into the womb 
That bred them tliey relnrn, and bowl, and 

gnaw 
My bowels, their repast: then bursting forth 
Afresh, with conscious terrors v-ex.me round. 
That rest or intermission none 1 find. 
Before mine eyes in opposition sits 
Grim Death, my son and foe : who sets them on. 
And me his parent would tull soon devour 
For want of other prey, but that be knows 
His end with mine involved: and knows thatl 
.Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane. 
Whenever that shall be : so fate pronounced. 
But thou, O lather, I forewarn thee, shim 
His deadly arrow; neitiier vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in those bright arms. 
Though teinper'd heavenly; for that mortal 

dint. 
Save He who reigns above, none can resist." 
She tinish'd: and the sulitle flend his tore 
Soon learn'd, now milder, and thus auswor*d 
smooth: 
" Dear daughter, since thou daUn'st me for 
thy sire. 
And my fair son here shewst me, the dear 
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Of dalliance had with thee in heaven, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, througii dire 

change 
Befallen us, nnforeseen, unthought of; know, 
I come no enemy, but to set free 
From out this dark and dismal h use of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heavenly host 
Of spirits, that. In our just pretences arm'd. 
Fell with us from on high : from ihem I go 
This uncouth errand soul: and, one for all. 
Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread 
The unfounded deep, and through the void im- 
mense 
To search with wandering quest a place fore- 
told 
Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now 
Created, vast and round, a place of bliss 
In the purlieus of heaven, and therein placed 
A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
Perhaps our vacant room; tliougn more re> 

moved, 
Lest heaven, surcharged with potent raultHude. 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this or 

aught 
Than this more secret now designed, I haste 
To know ; and, this once known, shall soon re- 
turn, 
.\nd bring ye to the place where thou and 

Death 
Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 
Wing silently the buxom air, embalin'd 
With odours; there ye shall be fed and flird 
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Iintneasunibly, aH thing* shall be yoar prey.'* 
He ceased, wr both scem*d highly pleased; and 
Death 
Grinn'd horrible a ffhastly smile, to hoar 
His famine s^onld be flU'd : and bless'd his maw 
Destined to that good hour: So less rejoiced 
His mother bad. and thas bespake her sire : 

*" The iiey of this infernal pit by due. 
And by command of heaven's all-powerful 

King, 
r keep, b3' Him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates: against nil force 
I>eath ready stands to interpose his dart, 
Fearless to be overmatched by living wight. 
Kut wliat owe 1 to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither tlirust me down 
into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To sit in hateful office here confined. 
Inhabitant of heaven, and heavenly bom. 
Here, in perpetual agony anit pain. 
With terrors ana with clamours compass'd 

round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed? 
Tlion art my lather, thou my author, thou 
My being gav'st me . whom should I obey 
But thee? whom follow? thou wilt bring me 

soon 
To that new world of light and bliss, among 
The gods who live at ease, where 1 shall reign 
.-\t thy right hand voluptuous, as l>eseom<) 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end." 

'nins saying, from her side the fatal itey, 
Sad instrument of ail our woe, she took ; 
And towards the gate rolling her bestial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high updrcw. 
Which but herself, not all the Stygian powers 
C6uid once have moved ; then m the keyhole 

turns 
The mtricate wards, and every bolt nnd bnr 
Of massy iron or solid rock with case 
rnfastens : on a sudden open fiv 
With impetuous rec<»il and jarring sound 
The infernal doors, and on their hinges prafe 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest hottom ylmtR 
Of Erebus, She openM. but to shut 
Excell'd her power: the gates wide open "^tood, 
That with extended wmgs a banner'd host. | 

Under spread ensigns marching, might pass | 

through. 
With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array : 
So wide they stood, and llltc a lurnace-ni«»iuh 
Cast forth redounding smoke and rnddy flame. 
Before their eyes in sudden view appear 
The secrets of the hoary deep: a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound. 
Without dimension, where length, breadth and 

height. 
And time, and place, are lost; where eldest 

Night 
And Chaos, ancestors of Nature, hold 
Eternal anarchy, amidst the noi^^c 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand. 
For Hot, Cold, Moist, and Dry, four chtimpions 

tierce. 
Strive here for mastery, and to battle bring 
Their embryon atoms ; they around tlie flag 
Of each his faction, in their several clans, 
Light-ann'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or 

slow. 
Swarm populous, unnumbered as the sands 
Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid soil. 
Levied to side with watring winds, and poise 
Their lighter wings. To whom these most ad- 
here 
He rules a moment : Chaos umpire sits. 
And by decision more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns: Next him high arbiter 
Chance governs all. Into this wild abyss. 
The womb of Nature, and perhaps her grave, 
Of neither sea. nor shore, nor air, nor Are, 
But all these in their pregnant causes mix'd 
Confusedly, and which thus must ever fight, 
Unless the Almightj Mnker them ordain 



Ills dark materials to create more worlds; 
Into this wild abyss, the wary hend 
Stood on the brink of hell, ami look'd awhile. 
Pondering his voyage ; for no narrow frith 
He had to cross. Nor was his ear less |>enrd 
With noises loud and ruinous (to compare 
Great things with small) than when Bellona 

storms 
With all her battering engines bent to raze 
Some capital city : or less than if this frame 
Of heaven were failing, and these elements 
In mutiny had from lier axle torn 
The steadfast earth. At last his sail-broad vans 
He spreads for flight, nnd in the surging smoke 
I'plifted spurns the ground; thence many a 

league. 
As in a cloudy chair, ascending, rides 
Audacious; but, that seat soon fa. ling, meets 
A vast vacuity; all unawtires. 
Fluttering his pennons vain, plumb down ho 

drops 
Ten thousand fathom deep : and to this hour 
Down had been failing, had not, by ill chance. 
The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud, 
Instinct with fire and nitre, harried him 
As many miles aloft : that fury stay'd 
(Quench d in a boggy syrti.s, neither sea. 
Nor good dry land : nigh founder'd, on he fares, 
Treading the crude consistence, half on foot. 
Half flying; l>eboves hhn now both oar and sail. 
As when a gryphon, through the wilderness 
With winged course, o'er hill or moory dale. 
Pursues the Ariinaspian. who by stealth 
Had trom his wakeful cnstwlv purloni'd 
The guarded gold; so eagerly the fiend 
O'er bog, or steejt, through strait, rouglt, dense, 

or rare. 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues his 

way. 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or 

flies. 
At length a universal hubbub wild. 
Of stunning souiuls and voices nil confused. 
Borne through the hollow dark, ubsuults his 

ear 
With loudest vehemence: tldther he plies, 
I'ndaunted to iiiet't there whate\er jwjwer 
Or spirit of the nethermost ahyss 
Might in that noise reside, of whom to asR 
Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies 
Bordering on light; when straight behold the 

throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread 
Wide on the wasteful deep; with him en- 
throned 
Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things. 
The consort of his reign: and by them stood 
Orcus and Hades, and the dreiuled nnme 
Of Deinogorgon : Rumour next, and Chance, 
And Tumult, and Confusion, all cinbroird. 
And Discord, with a thousand various mouths. 
To whom Satan turning boldly, ihus: "Ye 
powers 
And spirits of this nethermost abyss. 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come to spy, 
With purpose to explore or to disturb 
The secrets of your realm ; but, by constraint 
Wandering this darksome desert, as my way 
Lies through vour spacious empire up to light, 
.\lone, and without guide, half lost. I seek 
What readiest path leads where your gloomy 

bounds 
Confine with heaven : or. If some other place, 
From your dominion won, the ethereal King, 
Possesses lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound ; direct my course ; 
Directed, no mean recompense it brings 
To your behoof. If I that region lost. 
All usurpation thence expell'd. reduce 
To her original darkness, and your sway, 
(Which Is my present journcvA ww*. wvvl«^ xcswc^s. 
Erect the sx ftwCL«.T^ Wv^x^ o\ x wOvv^\\^ '&\'{Jcv\ '- 
Yours be l\\e 8idivaw\.«L%« «l\V vaAwm "Ocv«ii \«s^\NSEfi' 
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Tims Satan : and him thus the Anarch old. 
With faltering speech and visage iucomposed, 
Answer'd: "I know thee, stranger, wlio thou 

art; 
That mighty leading angei, who of late 
Made head 'gainst heaven's King, though over- 
thrown. 
1 saw and iieard ; for such A numerous liost 
Fied not in silence through the frighted deep, 
"With mln upon ruin, rout on rout. 
Confusion worse confounded : and heaven-gates 
Pour'd out by mlillons her victorious bands, 
Pursuing. 1 upon my frontiers liero 
Keep residence : if aii I can will serve 
That little which is left so to defend, 
Encroacii'd on still through your Intestine 

broils. 
Weakening the sceptreof old Night: first hell. 
Your dungeon, stretching far and w^idc be- 
neath ; 
Now lately heaven and earth, another world, 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chnin, 
To tiiat side iieaven, from whence your legions 

fell. 
If that way be your walk, you have not far; 
8o much the nearer danger ; go, and speed ; 
Havoc, and spoil, and rmn, are my gain." 

He ceased : and Satan stay'd not to reply ; 
But. glad that now his sea shonid find a shore. 
With fresh alacrity and force renew'd. 
Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire. 
Into the wild expanse, and, through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round 
Environ'd, wins his way ; Iiardcr beset 
And more endanger'd, than when Argo pass'd 
Through Bosphorus, betwixt the justling rocks: 
Or when Ulysses on the larboard shunn'd 
Charybdis, and by the other whirlpool stccr'd. 



So he with diftlcuity and labour hard 
Moved on, with dltnculty and labour lie : 
But he once pass'd, soon after, when man fell. 
Strange alteration ! Sin and Death aniaiu 
Following his track (such was the will of 

Heaven) 
Paved after him a broad and beaten war 
Over the dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 
Tamely endured a bridge of wondrous length. 
From hell continued, reaching the utmost orb 
Of this frail world: by which the spirits per- 

verse 
With easy intercourse pass to and fro 
To tempt or punish mortals, except whom 
God and good angels guard l)y special grace. 
But now at last the sacred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heaven 
Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn : here nature first begins 
Her farthest verge, and Chaos to retire. 
As from her outmost works, a broken foe. 
With tumult less, and with less hostile din. 
That Satan with less toll, and now with ease 
Wafts on tlie calmer wave by dubious light. 
And, like a weather-beaten vessel, holds 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle 

torn. 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air. 
Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to beho!d 
Far off the empyreal heaven, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermined square or round. 
With opal towers and battlements adorn'd 
Of living sapphire, once his native seat; 
And fast by, nanging in a golden chain. 
This pendent world, in bigness as a star 
Of smallest magnitude, close by the moon. 
Thither, full fraught with miscnievons revenge. 
Accursed, and in a cursed hour, he hies. 
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BOOK III. 

God, sitting on His throne, sees Satan flyinjir towards this world, then newly created : shows him 
to the Son, who«at at His right hand; fureteils the success of Sataii in perverting mankind ; 
clears His own jasticc and wisdom from all imputation, liaving created man free, and able 
enoagh to have withstood his tempter: yet declares His jturpose of grace towards liim, in 
regard he fell not of his own malice, as did Satan, but by hhn seduced. The Son of God 
renders praise to His Father for the manifestation of ills gracious purpose towards man ; but 
€k>d again declares, that grace cannot bo extended towards man without the satisfaction of 
divine lostice: man hath offended the majesty of God by aspiring to Godhead, and. therefore, 
with all his progeny, devoted to death, must die. unless some one can be found sufHcient to 
answer for his offence, and nndergo his punishment. The Son of God freely offers Himself a 
ransom for man; The Father accepts Him, ordains His incarnation, pronounces His exaltation 
above all names in heaven and earth : commands all the angels to adore Him. They obey, and 
by hymning to their harps in full quire, celebrate the Father and the Son. Meanwhile, Satan 
alights upon the bnre convex of this world's outermost orb ; where wandering he first finds r. 
place, since cail'd the Limbo of Vanity: what persons and things fly up thither: thence comes 
to the gate of heaven, described ascending by stairs, and the waters above the firmament that 
flow abont it : his passage thence to the orb of the sun ; he finds there Uriel, the regent of that 
orb, bat first changes himself into the sha|)e of a meaner angel ; and, pretending a zcalons desire 
to behold the new creation, and man, whom God had placed there, inquires of him tlio place of 
his habitation, and Is directed : alights first on mount Niphates. 



Hail, holy Light! offspring of heaven first- 
born! 
Or of the Eternal coeternal beam. 
May I express thee unbiamed? since God is 

Ught, 
And never but in unapproachod light 
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee. 
Bright effluence of bright essence increate! 
Or hcar'st thou rather, pure ethereal stream, 
Whose fountain who shall tell K Before the sun. 
Before the heavens thou wert, and at the volcu, 
Of God. as with a mantle, didst Invest 
The rising world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formless infinite. 
Thee I revisit now with bolder wing. 
Escaped the Stygian )k>o1, though long detain'd 
In that obscure sojourn, while in ni v flight 
Through utter and through middle darkness 

borne. 
With other notes than to the Orphean lyre, 
I sung of Chaos and eternal Night ; 
Taught by the heavenly muse to venture down 
Tlie dark descent, and np to reascend, 
Tliongh hard and rare : Thee I revisit safe. 
And feel thy sovereign vital lamp; but thou 
Kevisit'st not these eyes, that.roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn : 
So thick a drop serene hath quench'd their 

orbs. 
Or dim suffusion veil'd. Yet not the mor3 
Cease I to wander where the Muses hannt. 
Clear spring, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 
Smit with the love of sacred song; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flowery brooks beneatli. 
That washed thy hallow'd feet, and warbling 

flow, 
nightly I visit: nor sometimes forget 
Those other two eqnaird with me in fate. 
So were I equall'd with them in renown. 
Blind Thamyris, and blind Maeonides, 
And Tiresitts, and Phinens, prophets old : 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers; as the waketui bird 
Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert liid. 
Tunes her nocturnal no'te. Tims with tlie year 
Seasons return; but not to me returns 
Day, or the sweet approach of even or morn. 
Or sight of venial bloom, or summer's rose, 
Or flocks, or herds, or humnn face divine ; 
But cloud instead, and everdnring dark 
Surrounds me, from the cheerful wnys of men 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Presented with a universal blank 
Of nature's works, to me expunged and rased, 
And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out. 
So much the rather thou, celestial light, 
Shine inward, and the mind through all her 

powen 



Irradiate; there plant eyes, all mist from 

thence 
I'nrgc and disperse, that 1 may sec and tell 
Of things invisible to niortnl sight. 

Now had the Almighty Father from above. 
From the pure empyrean where He sits 
High throned above all height, bent down His 

eye, 
His own works, and their works at once to 

view : 
About Hiiu all the sanctities of heaven 
Stood thick as stars, and from His sight re- 
ceived 
Beatitude past utterance; on His right 
The radiant image of His glory sat. 
His only Son; on earth he first bciicld 
Our two first parents, yet the only two 
Of mankind, in the iiaupy garden placed, 
Keapliig immortal fruits of Joy and love. 
Uninterrupted Joy, unrivall d love, 
in blissful solitude: He then survey'd 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satun there 
Coasting tlie wall of heaven on this side night 
In the dun air sublime, and ready now 
To stoop with wearied wings and willing feet. 
On tlie bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land Imbosom'd, without firmament, 
Uncertohi which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from His prospect iiigh. 
Wherein past, present, future. He beholds, 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

'* Only-begotten Son, scest Thou what rago 
Transports our adversary ? whom no bounds 
i*rescribed, no bars of lieil, nor all theciiains 
ileap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss 
Wide interrupt, can hold : so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge, that shall redound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now. 
Through all restraint broke loose, he wings his 

way 
Not far off heaven, in the precincts of light, 
Directly towards the new-created world. 
And man there placed, with purjwse to essay 
if him by force lie can destroy, or worse, 
By some false guile pervert; and shall jien'ort;; 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And easily transgress the sole command. 
Sole pledge of iiis obedience: so will fall 
He and his faitliless progeny. Whose fault ? 
Whose but his own ? Ingfatc, he luul of me 
All hecould have ; I made him Just and right. 
Sufficient to have stood, though free to full. 
Such I created all the ethereal powers 
And spirits, both them who stood, and tlicm who 

faild ; 
Freely IVvftv slooA"w\vo?X.v^Q^,\^^^ft.^O^.^^^«^kV«^- 
iiol tree, N*\\«t\. r>too\. «.vi\3\dL W\«i.^ >as»N^ >gLS«.vw ^>».- 
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Of tnie allegiance, constant faitli. or love. 
Where only what they needs mast do appear'd, 
Not what they would / what praise could tliey 

receive .'• 
What pleasure I from such obedience paid ? 
When will and reason (reason also's cuuicc) 
Useless and vain, of freedom both despoil d, 
Made passive bo.h, had served necessity, 
Not me ? Tiiey, therefore, as to right belonged, 
80 were created, nor can Justly accuse 
Their Maker, or their mailing, or their fate, 
As if predestination overruled 
Their will, disposed by absolute decree 
Or high foreknowledge { they themselves de- 
creed 
Their own revolt, not I ; If I foreknew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on tlicir fanlt. 
Wlilcli had nu less proved certain unforeknown. 
Ho without least impulse or shadow of fate. 
Or aught by me Immutably foreseen, 
Thev trespass, authors to themselves in all 
Both what they judge, audwh.it tiiey clioose; 

for so 
I form'd them free : and free they must remain, 
Till they enthral themselves; I else must 

change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree 
Unchangeable, eternal, which orduin'd 
Their freedom ; they themselves orduin'd their 

fall. 
The first sort by their own suggestion fell, 
8oif-tempted, self-depraved : man falls, de- 
ceived 
By the other first: man therefore shall find 

grace. 
The other none: in mercy and Justice both. 
Through heaven and earth, so sliull my glory 

excel ; 
But mercy, firet and last, shall brightest shine." 
Thus while Uod spake, ambrosial fragrance 
fiii'd 
All heaven, and In the blessed spirits elect 
8ense of new joy ineifable Uitf used. 
Beyond compare the 8on of Ood was seen 
Most glorious : in Him all his Father shone 
^Substantially express'd ; and in His iace 
Divine compassion visibly appear'd. 
Love without end, and without measure grace ; 
Whicli uttering, thus He to His father spake: 
"O father, gracious was that word which 
closed 
Thy sovereign sentence, that man should find 

grace ; 
For which both heaven and earth shall high 

extol 
Thy praises, with the innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs, wlicrewlth Thy 

thrune 
Encorapass'd shall resound Thee ever bless'd: 
For should man flnuily be lost, should man, 
Thy creature late so luved. Thy youngest son. 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though joind 
With his own follv ? Tliat be irom Thee far, 
Tiiatfar be from Thee, Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and Judgest only right. 
Or shall the adversary thus obtain 
•His end, and frustrate Thine? shall ho fulfil 
llis malice, and Tliy goodness bring to nought; 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accompilsh'd, and to hell 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted Y or wilt Thoa Thyself 
Abolish Thy creation, and unmake. 
For him, what for Tht glory Tliou hast made? 
JSo should Thy goo<mess and Thy greatness 

both 
Be question'd and blasphemed without de- 
fence. ' 
To whom the great Creator thus replied : 
*'0 Son, in whom my soul hath chief delight, 
i^on of my bosom, Son who art alone 
JMvword. my wisdom, and efTectual might, 
-AJJltast Thoa spoken as my thoughts are, all 



As my eternal purpose hath decreed : 
Man shall not quite be lost, but saved who will; 
Yet not of will in him, but grace ni nie 
Freely vouchsafed; once more I will renew 
Uls lapsed powers, though forfeit, and e::- 

thraird 
By sin to foul exorbitant desires ; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 
On even ground against his mortal foe ; 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His fall'n condition is, and to me owe 
Ail his deliv'rance, and to none but me. 
Home I have chosen of peculiar grace. 
Elect above the rest ; so is my will : 
The rest shall hear me call, and oft be wam'd 
Their sinful state, and to appeafie butimcs 
The Incensed Deity, while oner'd grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their senses diirk. 
What may suffice, and soften stony hetirts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance, and obedience duo. 
Though but endeavour'd with sincere intent. 
Mine ear shall not be slow, mhie eye not shut 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My umpire. Conscience; wiium if they will 

hear. 
Light after light, well used, they shall attain. 
And to the end persisting, safe arrive. 
Tills, my long suffrance, and my day of grace. 
They who neglect and scorn, shall never taste ; 
But hard be hardened, blind be blinded more, 
That they may stumble on, and deeper fall ; 
And none but such from merer I exeliule. 
But yet all is not done : man disol)eyina'. 
Disloyal, bi'eaks his fealty, and sins 
Against the higii supremacy of Ht;uven, 
A fiecting Godhead, and. so losing ail. 
To expiate his treason liath nought left, 
But to destruction sacred and devote. 
He, with his whole posterity, must die. 
Die he or Justice must; unless tor him 
Some other able, and as willing, nay 
The rigid satisfaction, death for death. 
Say, heavenly Powers, where shall we find such 

love? 
Which ot ye will b3 mortal, to redeem 
Man's mortal crime, and just tlie unjust to 

save? 
Dwells in ail heaven charity so doar?" 
He ask'd, but all tue iieaveiily quire stood 
mute. 
And silence was in heaven : On man's bcltalf 
Patron or intercessor none appear'd. 
Much less than durst upon his own head draw 
Tlie deadly forfeiture, and ransom set. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
]klust have been lost, adjudged to death and hcII 
By doom severe, had not the Son of (iod, 
in whom the fulness dwells of love divine. 
His dearest mediation thus renew'd : 
•'Father, Thy word is pass'd, man shall find 

grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her 

way. 
The speediest of Thy winged messengers. 
To visit all Thy creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented, uniraplored, unsought ? 
Happy for man, so coming; he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself, or offering meet. 
Indebted and undone, hath none to brint;: 
Behold me, then; me for him, life for life 
I offer ; on me let Tnine anger fall ; 
Account me man; I for his sake will leave 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to Thee 
Freely put off, and for him lastly die 
Well pleased ; on me let Death wreak all his 

rage; 
Under his gloomy power I shall not long 
Lie vanquish'd ; Thou hast given me to possess 
Life In myself for ever ; by Thee I live. 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due. 
All that of me can die : yet, thut debt paid. 



r.tBAUISE LOW. 
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Transfused on Thee His ample Spirit rests. 

liu iieuven of heavens, and ull tlic powers 

tlierein, 
Jiv Tlicc created; and by Thee threw down 
Tlie aspiring dominations: Thou that day 
Thy Father » ilrendful thunder didst not spare, 
Mor stop Tliy flaming oil ariot-w heels, tiiat 

sliuuk 
Heaven's everlasting frame, while o'er the 

necks 
Thou drovest of warring angels dlsnrray'd. 
IJack from pursuit Tliy powers with loud ac- 
claim 
Thee only extoll'd. Son of Tliy Fathers might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on His foes, 
2Sot so on man: him, througli their malice 

fall'n. 
Father of mercy and grace, thou didst n t 

doom 
So strictly, but much more to pity inclined, 
No sooner did Thy dear and only Son 
Perceive Tliee purposed not to doom frail man 
So strictly, but much more to pity inclined. 
He, to appease Tliy wrath, and end the strife 
Of mercy and justice in Tiiy face discern'd, 
Begardiess of the bliss wiierein He sat 
Second to Thee, ofiferod Himself to die 
For man's offence. Oh, unexampled love! 
Love nowhere to be found less than Divine ! 
Hail, Son of God, Saviour of men I Thy name 
Tliail be the copious matter of my song 
Henceforth, and never shall my heart Thy 

praise 
Forget, nor from Thy Father's praise disjoin." 

Thus tliey in heaven, above the starry spliere, 
Tlieir happy hours in joy and hymning spent. 
Mcanwliilu upon the firm opaclons globe 
Of this round world, wliose flrst convex divides 
The luminous Inferior orbs, enclosed 
From chaos, and the inroad of darkness old, 
Satan alighted walks : a globe far off 
It seem'd, now seems a boundless continent. 
Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of 

night 
Starless, exposed, and ever-threatening storms 
Of chaos blustering round, inclement sky ; 
Save on that side which, from the wall of hea- 
ven. - 
Though distant far, some small renectlon gains 
Of glimmering air less vex'd with tempest loud : 
Here walked the fiend at large in spacious field. 
As when a vulture, on Imaiis bred. 
Whose snowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Dislodging from a region scarce of prey. 
To gorge the flesh of lambs or yearling kids, 
Ou hills where flocks are fed, flies toward the 

springs 
Of Ganges or Hvdaspes, Indian streams ; 
Bat in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Cliineses drive 
With sails and wind their cany waggons light : 
So, on this windy sea of land, the fleiid 
Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey; 
Alone, for other creature in this place. 
Living or lifeless, to be found was none : 
!None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 
Up hither, like aerial vapours, flew 
Of all things transitory and vain, when sin 
With vanity liad fllld the works of men ; 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 
Or happiness in this or the other life : 
AH who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful superstition and blind zeal. 
Nought seeking but the praise of men, here And 
Fit retrlbutton, empty as their deeds ; 
All the unaccompiiahed works of Nature's 

hand, 
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd. 
Dissolved on earth, flee thither, and In vain, 
HU flnal dissolution, wander here ; 
Not In the neighbouring moon, as some have 
dream 'd; 



Those argent fields more likely habitants, 
Translated saints, or middle spirits, hold. 
Betwixt the angelical and bninanklnd. 
lUther of ill-joiu'd sons and daughters bom 
nrst from the ancient world those giants came, 
With many a vain exidoit, thongh then re- 
nown d : 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and still with vain design. 
New Babels, had tbev wherewithal, would 

build: 
Others came single ; he, who to be decm'd 
A god, ieap'd fondly into iEtna fiames, 
Krapedocles ; and he who, to enjoy 
I'lato's Elysium, Ieap'd into the sea, 
Cleombrotus ; and many more too long. 
Embryos, and idiots, eremites, and friars 
White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 
Here pilgrims roam, that stray'd so far to seek 
In Golgotha Him dead, who lives in heaven; 
And they, who, to be sure of Paradise, 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 
(^r in Franciscan think to pass disguised ; 
Tliey pass the planets seven, and pass the fix*d. 
And that crystalline sphere whose baUiuce 

weighs 
Tlie trepidation talk'd, and that flrst moved; 
And now Saint Peter at heaven's wicket seems 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 
Of heaven's ascent they lift their feet, when, 

lo! 
A violent cross-wind from either coast 
Blows them transverse, ten thousand leagues 

awry 
Into the devious air; then might ye see 
Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, 

toss'd 
And fiutter'd into rags; then relics, beads. 
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls, 
The sport of winds: all these, upwblrled aloft. 
Fly o er the backside of the world afar olT, 
Into a Umbo large and broad, since call'd 
The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 
All this dark globe the fiend found as he pass'd. 
And long he wander'd. till at last a gleam 
Of dawning light turn'd thitherward in liasto 
His travell d steps: far distant be descries, 
Ascending by degrees magnificent 
Up to the wall of heaven, a structure high ; 
At top whereof, but far more rich, appeared 
The work as of a kingly palace-gate. 
With frontispiece of diamond and gold 
Embellish'd ; thick with sparkling orient gems 
The portal shone, inimitable on earth 
liy model, or by shading pencil drawn. 
The stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw 
Angels ascending and descending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 
To Padan-Aram, in the field of Lnz, 
Dreaming by night under the open skv. 
And waking cried, "This is the gate of heaven."* 
Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stooil 
There alwuys, but drawn up to heaven soinc- 

times 
Viewless ; and underneath a bright sea flow'd 
Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, sailing arrived. 
Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Wrapp'd In a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 
Tlie stairs were then let down, whether to dar3 
The fiend by easy ascent, or aggravate 
His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss: 
Direct against which open'd from beneath. 
Just o'er the blissful seat of Paradise, 
A passage down to the earth, a passage wide. 
Wider by far than that of after-times 
Over Mount Sion, and, though that were large. 
Over the Promised Land, to God so dear; 
By which, to visit oft those happy tribes. 
On high behests His angels to and fro 
Pass frequent, and His eye with choice regard 
From Paneos, the louut ol Jordan's flood. 
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To Bcersaba. where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egypt and the Arabiau shore : 

80 wide the opeuiug seem'd, where bounds were 

set 
To darkness, sach as bound the ocean wave. 
Satan from hence, now on the lower stair, 
That scaled by steps of gold to heaven-gate. 
Looks down ^th wonder at the sudden view 
Of all this world at once. As wlien a scout. 
Through dark and desert ways with peril gone 
All night, at last by break of cheerful dawn 
Obtains the brow of some high-chnibiug hill, 
Which to nis eye discovers unaware 
The goodly prospect of some forciun land 
First seen, or some renown'd metropolis, 
With glistering spires and pinnacles adom'd. 
Which now the rising sun gilds with liis beams ; 
Such wonder seized, though after heaven seen, 
Tlic spirit malign, but much more envy seized, 
Atsignt of all this world beiicld so fair. 
Kound he surveys, (and well might, where he 

stood 
So high above the circling canopy 
Of night's extended shade,) from eastern point 
Of Libra to the ficecv star that bears 
Andromeda far oflT Atlantic seas. 
Beyond the horizon ; then from pole to pole 
He views in breadth, andwithont longer pansc 
Down right into the world's first rcRiun throws 
His flight precipitant, and winds with ease 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way 
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone 
Stars distant, but nigh hand sccm'd other 

worlds ; 
Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy islos. 
Like those Hesperian gardens famed of old, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flowery vales, 
Tlirlce happy isles ; but who dwelt happy there 
He staid not to inquire: above them all 
The golden sun, in splendour likest heaven. 
Allured his eye ; thither his course lie bends 
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down. 
By centre or eccentric, hard to tell, 
Or longitude,) where the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar constellations thick, 
That from his lordly eye keep distance duo. 
Dispenses light from far: they, as they move 
Their starry dance in numbers that compute 
Days, months, and years, towards his all-cheer- 
ing lamp 
Turn swift their various motions, or are turn'd 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
Tne universe, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, thougli unseen. 
Shoots invisible >irtue even to the dee|) ; 
So teondrously was set his station bright. 
There lands the fiend, a spot like wliicli perhaps 
Astronomer in the sun's lucent orb 
Through his glazed optic tube yet never saw. 
The place he found beyond expression brii;ht. 
Compared witliraught on earth, metal or stone ; 
Not all parts like, but all alike informed 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 
If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver clear: 
If stone, carbuncle most or chrysolite, 
Knby or topaz, or the twelve that slionc 
In Aaron's breastplate, and a stone besides 
Imagined rather oft than elsewhere seen : 
That stone, or like to that, which here below 
Philosophers in vain so long have sought. 
In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound. 
In various shapes old Proteus from the sea, 
Drain'd through a limbec to his native form. 
What wonder then If fields and regions itere 
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
The arch-chymic snn, so far from us remote, 
Produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd. 
Here in the dark so many precious things 
Of colonr glorious, and effect so rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the devil met 
UndazzJed; far and wide his eye commands ; 



For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade. 
But all sunshine as wiien his beams at noon 
Culminate from the equator, as they now 
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall ; and the 

air, 
Nowhere so clear, sharpen'd his visual ray 
To objects distant far, wlicreby he soon 
Saw within ken a glorious angel stand, 
Tlic same whom John saw also in the sun : 
His back was turn'd, but not his brightness 

hid; 
Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 
Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 
Illustrious on his slioulders, fledge with wings. 
Lay waving round ; on some great charge em- 
ployed 
He seenrd. or flx'd In cogitation deep. 
Cilad was the spirit impure, as now in hope 
To tind who might direct his wandering flight 
To Paradise, the happy seat of man. 
His Journey's end, una our beginning woe. 
But first he casts to change his proiier shape. 
Which else might work him danger or delay : 
And now a stripling cherub he ai: pears, 
Not of the prime, yet such as in his face 
Youth smiled celestial, and to every liuih 
Suitable grace diffused, so well he feign'd: 
Cnder a coronet his flowing hair 
in curls on either cheek pluy'd ; wings he wore. 
Of many a colour'd plume, sprinkled with gold; 
His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 
Before his decent steps a silver wund. 
He drew not nigh unheard : the angel bright, 
Ere he drew high, his radiant vlsat:e turn'd. 
Admonish'd by his ear, and straight was known 
The archangel Uriel, one of the seven 
Who in God 8 presence, nearest to His throne, 
stand ready at command, and arc His eyes 
Tluit run through all the heavens, or down to the 

earth 
Bear his swift errands over moist and dry, 
O'er sea and land : him Satan thus accosts : 
" Uriel, for thou of those seven spirits that 
stand 
In sight of God's high throne, gloriously bright. 
The first art wont His great authentic will 
Interpreter through hlghe^«t heaven to bring, 
VViicre all his sons thy embassy attend ; 
And here art likeliest by supreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as His eye 
To visit oft this new creation round ; 
Unspeakable desire to see, and know 
Ail these His wondrous works, but chiefly man, 
His chief delight and favour, nim for wliom 
All these His works so wondrous He ordain'd, 
Hatli brought me from the quires of cherubim 
Alone thus wandering. Brightest seraph, tell 
In which of all tliesc shining orbs hath man 
His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none. 
But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell ; 
That I may find him, and with secret gaze. 
Or open admiration, hfm behold. 
On whom the great Creator hath bestow'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces 

gour'd ; 
oth In him and all things, as is meet, 
'l"hc universal Maker we may praise. 
Who justly hatli driven out Ills rebel foes 
To deepest hell, and, to repair that loss, 
Created this new happy race of men 
To serve Him better: wise are ail His ways." 
So spake the false dissembler unpercelved; 
For neither man nor ongel can discern 
Hvpocrlsy, the only evil that walks 
nfvisibie, except to God alone, 
By his permissive will, through heaven and 

earth : 
And oft, though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps 
At wisdom's gate, and to simplicity 
Kesljsns her charge, "«W\fe \5,o^i^\^&%%^^^\\^^^'i^ 
Where no \\\ ^e^uA*. -^WcXv^osyw Vst vanr^.x^'^- 
SuUeCL 
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Uriel, thonph rcjrent of the sun. and held 
'llie 8har)»e»t-slghted spirit of all in heaven ; 
Who to the fniudnlent impostor foni. 
In his uprightness, answer thns retum'd: 

'• Fair angel, thy desire, which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 
'I'lie great Work-Master, leads to no excess 
That reaches blame, but rather merits pniise 
The more it seems excess, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal mansion thus alone. 
To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps, 
Contented wita report, hear only in heaven : 
For wondL'rf ul indeed are all his works, 
I'leasant to know, and worthiest to be all 
Had In remembrance always with delight ; 
]iiit what created mind can comprehend 
Their number, or the wisdom innnite 
That brought them forth, but hid their causes 

deep. 
1 saw, when at His word the formless mass. 
This world's material mould, came to a heap: 
Confusion heard His yoice and wild nnrojir 
Stood ruled, stood vast infinitude connned ; 
Till at His second bidding darkness fled. 
Light shone, and order from disorder sprung : 
Swift to their several quarters hasted then 
Tlie cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire ; 
And this ethereal qulntesserc '■ of heaven 
Flew upward, spirited with various forms, 
That roird orbicular, and turned to stars 



Numberless, as thou seest. and how they move ; 
Each had his phice appointed, each his course; 
The rest in circuit walls this universe. 
Look downward on that globe, whose hither 

side 
With light from hence, though but' reflected 

shines ; 
That place is earth, the seat of man ; that llsrht 
His day, which else, as the other hemisphere. 
Night would invade ; but there the neighbour- 
ing moon 
(So call that opposlta fair star) her aid 
Timely Interposes, and her monthly round 
Sttll ending, 'till renewing, through mid heaven. 
With borrow'd light her countenance triform 
Hence fills and empties to enlighten the earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That spot to which I point is Paradise, 
Adam's abode ; those lofty shades, his bf>wcr. 
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine re- 
quires." 
Thus said, he tum'd; and Satan, bowing low, 
As to superior spirits Is wont in heaven. 
Where honour due and reverence none neglects. 
Took leave, and towards the coast of earth be- 
neath, 
Down from the ecliptic, sped with hoped suc- 
cess. 
Throws his steep flight in manv nn nery wheel. 
Nor stay 'd, till on Niphates' top he lights. 
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BOOK IV. 

Satak. now In prospect of Eden, and niffb the place where he mnst now attempt the bold enterprise 
which he ondertook olune ugiihutt God and man, falls into many doubts with himself, and many 

fassions, fear, envy, and despair; but at length confirms Iiimself in eril, journeys on to 
'aradiae, whose outward prosiiect and situation is described ; overleaps the bounds ; sits In 
the shape of a cormorant on the tree of life, as the hifrhest in the garden, to look about him. 
The garden described ; Satan's flrst sight of Adam and £ve ; his wonder at their excellent form 
and happy sute, but witli resolution to work their fall; overhears their discourse, thence 
gathers tliat the tree of knowledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of death ; and 
thereon intends to funnd bis temptation, by seducing them to transgress; then leaves them 
awhile to know farther of their state by some other means. Meanwhile, Uriel, descending on a 
sunbeam, warns Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradise, that some evil spirit had 
escaped the deep, and passed at noon by his sphere, in the shape of a good angel, down to 
Paradise, discovered after by his furious gestures in the mount. Gabriel promises to find him 
ere momuig. Night coming on, Adam and £ve discuurHc of going to tlieir rest : their bower 
described : their evening worship. Gabriel, drawing forth his bands of night-watch to walk the 
rounds of Paradise, appoints two strong angels to Adam's bower, lest the evil spirit should be 
there doing some harm to Adam or Eve sleeping; there they find him at the ear of Eve, 
tempting her in a dream, and bring him, though unwilling, to Gabriel; by whom questioned, 
he scornfully answers; prepares, reshitance ; but, hindered by a sign from heaven, flies out of 
Paradise. 



Oh, for that warning voice, which he. who saw 
The apocalypse, heard cry in heaven aloud. 
Then when the Dragon, put to second rout, 
Came furious down to be revenged on men, 
** Woe to the inhabitants on earth !'' that now. 
While time was, our first parents had been 

wam'd 
The coming of their secret foe and 'scap'd, 
Haply so *scap*d his mortal snare : for now 
8atan, now first Inflamed with rage, came down, 
The tempter ere the accuser of mankind. 
To wreak on innocent frail man his loss 
Of that first battle, and his flight to hell: 
Yet not rejdicing in his H|)ued, though bold 
Far off and fearless, nor with cause to iKmst, 
Begins his dire attempt; wiiich, nigh the birth 
Kow rolling, boils In his tumultuous breast, 
And like a devilish engine back recoils 
Ui)on himself ; horror and doubt distract 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom 

stir 
The hell within him : for within him hell 
He brings, and round about him, nor from hcU 
One step, no more than from himself, can fly 
By change of place : now conscience wakus do- 

spaiir 
That sfumber'd ; wakes the blt*er memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what must ue. 
Worse ; of worse deeds worse sufferings must 

ensue. 
Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his 

view 
Lay pleasant, his grieved look he fixes sad ; 
Sometimes towards heayeu and the full-blazing 

sun. 
Which now sat high In his meridian tower ; 
Then, much revolving, thus in sighs l)egau: 

"O thou, that, with surpasKlng glorv erown'd, 
Look'st<from thy sole dominion, like the god 
Of tills new world ; at whoso sight all the stars 
Hide their diminish'd heads ; to thee I call, 
Bot with no friendlv voice, and add thy name, 

sun! to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 
Till priJe and worse ambition threw mo down. 
Warring in heaven against heaven's matchless 

King: 
Ah, wherefore ? He deserved no such return 
From me, whom He created what J was 
la that bright eminence, and with His good 
Upbraided none ; nor was His service hard. 
What could be less than to afford Hlra praise. 
The easiest recompense, and pay Him thanks ? 
How due! yet all His good proved ill In me. 
And wrought but malice : lifted up so high 
I 'sdainM subjection, and thought one step 

biifber 



Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 
The debt hnmense of endless gratitude, 
80 burdensome : still paying, still to owe : 
Forgetful what from Him I still received. 
And understood not that a grateful mind 
liy owing owes not, kut still pnys. at once 
Indebted and discharged; what burden then? 
Oh had His powerful destiny ordain'd 
Me some inferior angel, I had stood 
Then happy : no unbounded ho|)e had rai«ed 
Ambition. Yet why not? some other power 
As great might have aspired, and me, though 

mean. 
Drawn to his part ; bnt other powers ns great 
Fell not, but stand unshaken, from within 
Or from without, to all temptations arni'd. 
Uadst thou the same free will and iwwer to 

stand? 
Thou hadst : whom hast thou then or what to 

accuse, 
Bnt Heaven's free love dealt equally to all? 
lie then liis love accursed, since love or hate, 
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 
Nay, cursed be thou ; since against His thy will 
Chose freely what it now so justly rues. 
Mc miserable ; which way shall J fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite despair ? 
\\ hlch way 1 fly Is hell ; myself am hell ; 
And, in the lowest deep, a lower deep 
Still threatening to devour me o|)ens wide. 
To which the hell I suffer seems a heaven. 
Oh, then, at last relent: is there no place 
Left for repentance, none for pardon left ? 
None left but by submission; and that word 
Disdain forbids me, and my dread of tilunne 
Among the spirits beneath, whom I seduced 
With other promises and otiicr vaunts 
Than to submit, boasting I could suImIuo 
The Omnipotent. Ay mc ! they Utile know 
How dearly I abide that boast so vain. 
Under what torments inwardly I groan, 
Whil<) they adore me on the throne of hell. 
With diadem and sceptre high advanced. 
The lower still I fall, only supreme 
In misery • such joy ambition finds. 
But say I conld re|)ent, and could obtain, 
By act of grace, my former state : how soon 
Would height recall high thoughts, how soon 

unsay 
What feign'd submission sworo! Ease would 

recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void ; 
For never can true reconcilement grow 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so 
i deep : 

W hlch wo\v\A \iu\, Vi«kft. tcv^ \o vv. 'w wt^*^ 'wNw^*** ^ 
And \\cav\er io\\-. *«*v\w\\\^\ \>\vr>j\vwf '^'^'^^'^^^.^.w 
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This knows ray Punisher ; therefore as far 
From gnuiting He, as I from begging peace : 
All hope cxchided thus, behold, instead 
Of us, outcast, exiled, his new delight. 
Mankind, created, and for him this world. 
80 farewell hope ; and with hope farewell fear ; 
Farewell remorse: all good to me is lost ; 
Evil, be thou my good : by thee at least 
Divided empire with heaven's King I hold. 
By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign. 
As man ere long, and this new world shall 

Thus while he spake, each passion dimm'd his 

face. 
Thrice changed with pale, ire, envy, and de- 
spair ; 
Which marr'd his borrow'd visage, and betray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld ; 
For heavenly minds from such distempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware. 
Each perturbation smoothM with outward calm. 
Artificer ot fraud ; and was the first 
That practised falsehood under saintly show. 
Deep malice to conceal, couoh'd with revenge : 
Yet not enough had practised to deceive 
Uriel once warn'd: whose eye pursued him 

down. 
The way he went, and on the Assyrian mount 
Haw him disfigured, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy sort: his gestures fierce 
He mark'd, and mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he supposed, all unobserved, unseen. 
80 on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 
Now nearer, crowns with her enclosure green, 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a steep wilderness, whose hairy sides 
With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild. 
Access denied ; and overhead up grew 
Insuperable height of loftiest shade, 
Cedar and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A sylvan scene ; and, as the ranks ascend 
Shade above shade, a woody theatre 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradise up-sprung : 
Which to our general sire gave prospect large 
Into his nether empire neighbouring round ; 
And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit. 
Blossoms and fruits at once, of golden hue, 
Appear'd, with gay enameird colours mix'd : 
On which the son more glad impressed his 

beams. 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow. 
When God hath shower'd the earth ; so lovely 

seem*d 
That landscape: and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 
All sadness but despair : now gentle gales. 
Fanning their odoriferous wings, disoense 
Native perfumes, and whisper whence they 

stole 
Those balmy spoils. As when to them who 

sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are past 
Mozambic, off at sea north-cast winds blow 
Sabean odours from the spicy shore 
Of Araby the Blest : with such delay 
Well pleased they slack their course, and many 

a league 
Cheer'd with the grateful smell, old Ocean 

smiles. 
80 entertain'd those odorous sweets the fiend, 
VTho came their bane: though witli them better 

pleased 
Than Asmode'us with the fishy fume 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the 

spouse 
Of Toblt*8 son, and with a vengeance sent 
Prom Media post to Egypt, there fast bound. 
Now to the ascent of that steep savage bill 
Sataa Md Joarney'd on^ pensive and Blow; 



But further way found none, so thick entwined," 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 
Of shrubs and tangling bushes had perplex'd 
All path of man or beast that passed that way. 
One gate there only was, and that look'd east 
On the other side : which when the arch-felon 

saw. 
Due entrance he disdained: and, in contempt. 
At one sliclit bound high overieap'd all bound 
Of hill or highest wall, and sheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for 

prey. 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at 

eve 
In hurdled cotes amid the field secure. 
JLcaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold; 
Or as a tiilef bent to unhoard the cash 
Of some I'ich burgher, whose substantial doors, 
Cross-barr'd and bolted fast, fear no assault. 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
80 clomb this first grand tiiicf into God's fold; 
So since into His church lewd hirelings climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on tlie tree of life. 
The middle tree and highest there that grew. 
Sat like a cormorant : yet not true life 
Thereby regain'd, but sat devising death 
To them who lived ; nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giving plant, but only used 
For prospect, what, well used, hod been the 

l)ledge 
Of immortality. So little knows 
Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before him, but perverts best things 
To worst abuse, or to their meanest use. 
Beneath him with new wonder now he views, 
To all delight of human sense exposed. 
In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea 

more, 
A heaven on earth : for blissful Paradise 
Of God the garden was, by Him in the cast 
Of Eden planted; Eden strctchM her line 
From Auran eastward to the royail towers 
Of great Selencla, built by Grecian kings ; 
Or where the sons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in Telassar: In this pleasant soil 
His far more pleasant garden God ordain'd: 
Out of the fertile ground He caused to grow 
All trees of noblest kind for sight, smell, taste: 
And ail amid them stood the tree of life, 
High eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit 
Of vegetable gold ; and next to life. 
Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew fast by. 
Knowledge of good, bought dear by knowing ill. 
Southward through Eden went a river large, 
Nor changed his course, but tlirough the sliaggv 
hill "* 

Pass'd underneath Ingulf'd ; for God had 

thrown 
That mountain as His garden mould, high 

raised 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirst u|)-dr«wn, 
Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 
Water'd the garden ; thence united fell 
Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which from his darksome passage now appears, 
And now, divided into four mam streams. 
Runs diverse, wandering many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ; 
But rather to tell how. if art could tell. 
How from that sapphire fount the crisped 

brooks, 
Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold, 
With mazy eiTor under pendent shades 
Ban nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 
Flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nico 

art 
In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 
Pour'd forth profuse on hill, and dale, and 

plain, 
Both where the morning sua first -warmly 
smote 
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So SAylnR, hfs proud step he sconiful tnrn'd, 
But with SI7 cirvuniMpectiun. and begnn 
ThronfTh wood, throngh waste, o'er hill, o'er 

dale, his roam. 
Meanwhile, in utmost longitude, where heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting sun 
Slowly descended, and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Leveird his evening rays ; it was a rock 
Of alabaster, piled up to the clouds, 
Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent 
Accessible from earth, one entrance hiKli ; 
The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 
Betwixt these rocay |/illars Uubriol sat. 
Chief of the angelic guards, n waiting night ; 
About hlin exercised heroic. Kfiinf s 
The unurm'd youth of heaven, but nigh at 

hand 
Celestial armoury, shields, helms, and spears 
llnng high, with diamond flaming, and with 

gold 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even 
On a sunbeam, swift as a hhooting star 
In autumn, thwart the night, when vapours 

fired 
Impress the air, and shew the mariner 
From wh:it point of his compass to beware 
Impetuous winds: he thus began In haste : 
"Gabriel, to thee thy course by lot hath 

given 
Charge and strict watch, that to this hapj^y 

place 
No evil thing approach or enter in. 
Tills day at height of noon came to my sphere 
A spirit, zealous, as he seem'd, to know 
More of the Almighty's works, and chiefly man, 
Ood's latest image : I described his way 
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his agry ^ait ; 
But in the mount that lies from Eden n«>rtli. 
Where he first lighted, soon dlscern'd his looks 
Allen from heaven, with passions foul obscured, 
Mine eye pursued him still, but under hIhuIu 
Lost sight of him: one of the banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventured from the deep to raise 
Hevr troubles; him thy care must be to find." 
•To whom the wingd warrior thus rcturu'd : 
*' Uriel, no wonder If thy perfect sight, 
Amid the sun's bright circle, where thou sitt'st, 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pass 
The vigilance here placed, but such as come 
Well known from heaven ; and since meridian 

hour 
Ko creature thence : if spirit of other sort, 
.So minded hath o'erieap^d these earthly bounds, 
On pnr|M)se, hard thou know'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. 
But if within the circuit of tliese walks, 
In whatsoever sluipe he lurk, of whom 
Thou tcll'sf, by morrow dawning I shall know." 

So promised he: and Uriel to his charge 
Return d on that bright beam, whose point now 

raised 
Bore him slope downward to the sun, now 

fallen 
Beneath the Azores; whither the bright orb. 
Incredible iiow swift, had thither roil'd 
Diurnal, or this less voluble earth. 
By shorter flight to the east, had left him there 
Arraying with reflected purple and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend. 

Now came still evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her sober livery all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird, 
They to their grassy couch, these to their nests 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale. 
She all night long her amorous descant sung : 
Silence was pleased : how glow'd the firmament 
With living sapphires: Hesperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon, 
Kising in cloudetd majesty, at length 
Apparent qneen. unveiJ'n her peerless light, 
And o'er the dark ber silver niautie threw. 



V 



Wlien Adam thus to Eve : " Fair consort, th( 

hour 
Of night, and all things now retired to rest. 
Mind us of like repose : since God hath set 
Labour and rest, as day and night, to man 
Successive; and the timely dew of sleep, 
Now falling with soft slumbrous weight, In- 
clines 
Our eyelids : other creatures all day long 
Bove idle, unemploy'd. and less need resc, 
3Ian hath hiti daily work of >K>dy or niiud 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And tlie regard of heaven on all his ways ; 
While otlier animals unactive range. 
And of tlieir doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere fresh nioming streak the oast 
With first approach of lij?ht. we must be risen. 
And at our pleasant labour, to reform 
Yon fiow« ry arbours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, wUh branches overgrown, 
That mock our scant numuriiig. and retiuire 
More itands tlian oui-s to lop their wanton 

growth ; 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums. 
That lie bestrewn, unsl;>htly and unsmooth. 
Ask riddance, It we mean to tread with ease; 
Meanwhile, as nature wills, night bids us rest." 
To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty 

'dorud: 
" My author and disposer, what thou bidd'st 
Unargued 1 obey: so (iod ordains; 
( Jod Is thy law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge, and her praise. 
With thee conversing, 1 forget all time; 
All seasons, and their change, all please alike. 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet. 
With charm of earliest birds; pleasant the sun. 
When first on this delihditfui land he spreads 
Ills orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and 

fiower. 
Glistering with dew: fragrant the fertile earth 
After soft showers; and sweet the coming 011 
Of grateful evening mild ; then silent night. 
With this her solenm bird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems of heaven, her starry tniln: 
Hut neither breath of morn, when she ascends 
With charm of earliest birds; nor rising sun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower. 
Glistering with dew ; nor fragrance alter 

showers. 
Not grateful evening mild ; nor silent niKht, 
With this lier solemn bird; nor walk by uioon. 
Or glittering starlight, without thee Is sweet. 
But wherefore all niglit long shine tlicse 'i for 

whom 
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all 

eyes ?" 
To whom our general ancestor replied : 
" Daughter of God and man, accomplhh'd Eve, 
These have their course to finish round tho 

earth 
]ty morrow evening, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn. 
Miuisterin;; light prepared, they set and rise; 
Lest total darkness should by night regain 
Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things; which these soft fires 
Not only enlighten, but, with kindly iieat 
Of various influence, foment and warm. 
Temper or nourish, or in part shed down 
Their stellar virtue on all kinds tliat gi'ow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the sun's more potent ray. 
These then, though unbehcld in deep of night, 
Sliiue not in vain. Nor think, though men were 

none, 
Tliat heaven would want spectators, (Jod want 

praise. 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk tho earth 
Unseen, both when we wake, and Mhcn wo 

sleep : . ^ . 
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DiscoTer*d and lurprised. Aswhonavpar 
Lfffhts on a heap ui nitrons powder, laid 
Fit for the ton, some uwgazine to store 
Against anunour'd war, the smutty grniiu 
With andden bUse diffused. Inflames the air; 
80 started op in his own shape the flend. 
Back stept those two fair anffcls. half umazed 
So sudden to behold the ffrisly king; 
Yet thns. nnmoved with fear, accost him soon : 
" Which of those rebel spirits adjudged to heil 
Comest thou« escaped thy prison? and trans- 
formed. 
Why satt*st thou lite an enemy In wait. 
Here watching at the head of these that sleep?" 
"■ Know ye not then/* said Satan, flll'd with 
scorn. 
'• Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar: 
Sot to know me, argues yourselves unknown, 
Tlie lowest of your throng; or. If ye know. 
Why ask ye, and superfluous begin 
Your message, like to end as much in rain ?" 
To whom thus Zephon, answering sconi with 
scorn, 
'•Think not. revolted spirit, thy shape the same. 
Or undiminished brightness to ne known. 
As when thou stood'st In heaven, upright and 

pure: 
That glory then, when thou no more wnst pood, 
Departed from thee; and thou n-souiblest now 
Thy sin and ulnce of doom obscure and foul. 
But come ; for thou, Ik; sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whoMC charge is to keen 
This place Inviolable. andthoHO from harm.' 

So spake the cherub: and IiIh grave rebuke, 
.Severe In youthful beauty. ad(Ie<I grace 
'invincible : abash'd the devil stood. 
And felt how awful goodness is, and snw 
'Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw, and pined 
His loss; but chiefly to find here observed 
His lustre visibly Impaired : yet seem'd 
Undaunted. " If I must contend," said he, 
" Best with the best, the sender not the sent. 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won. 
Or less be lost. '* " Thy fear,'* snid Zcjilion bold, 
"■ Will save us trial what the least can do 
Single against thee, wicked and thenco weak.'' 

Tlie flend replied not, overcome with rage : 
But, like a proud steed reln'd, went iiuughty 

on. 
Champing his Iron curb : to strive or flr 
He held it vain; awe from above had ouell'd 
His heart, not else dlsmay'd. Xuw drew they 

nigh 
The western point, where those half-rounding 

guard H 
Just met, and, closhig. stood in squadron join'd. 
Awaiting next comiimnd. To wlioni tli<*ir chief, 
Gabriel, from the front tiius cali'd a!«»uU : 

'* O friends! I hear the tread of niuihle feet 
Hasting this way. and now by glimpse discern 
IthnrieL and Zephon, througii the shade : 
And with them comes a third of regal port. 
Bnt faded splendour wan; who by hlH gait 
And flereo uemeaiiour seems the prince of hell, 
Not likely to part hence, without coiitcHt ; 
Stand firm, for in his look deflance lours." 
He scarce had ended, when those two ap- 
pronch'd. 
And brief related whom they brought, where 

found. 
How busied. In what form and posture couch'd. 
To whom with stem regard thus liubriel 
spake: 
" Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bonds pre- 

acribcd 
To thy transgressions? and di»turb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress 
By thy example ? but have power and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Kmploy'd, it seems, to violate sleem and those 
Whose dweUing^ God butb piunted hero in 

o 



To whom Urns Satan, with contemptaous 

brow; 
"Gabriel, thou hadst in heaven the esteem of 

wise. 
And such I held thee; but this question ask'd 
Puts me In doubt. Lives there who loves his 

pain? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from 

hell. 
Though thither doom'd ? Tboa wooidst thyself, 

no doubt. 
And boldly venture to whatever place 
Farthest from pain, where thou mlglitst hope to 

change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, whicii In this phice 1 sought ; 

So thee no reason, who know*st only good, 
nt evil hast not tried : and wUt object 
His will, who btmnds us? Let him surer bar 
HiH iron gates, if He intends our stay 
In that dark durance: thus much what was 

ask'd. 
The rest is true, they found me where they say ; 
But that Implies not violence or harm.** 

Thus he in scorn. The warlike angel moved. 
Disdainfully half smiling, thus replied: 
" O loss of one in heaven, to Judge of wise, 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew. 
And now returns him from his prison 'scaped, 
(iravely in doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him 

hither 
Unlicensed from his bounds In hell prescribed ; 
.<%<> wise he Judges it to fly from pain. 
However, and to 'scape his punishment. 
So Judge thou still, presumptuous! till the 

wrath. 
Which thou incurr'st by flying, meet thv flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom 'back to 

heil, 
Wliich taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger inllnite provoked. 
But wliereiore thou alone ? wherefore with 

thee 
Came not all hell broke loose ? Is pain to them 
Less pain, less to be fled: or thou than the^- 
Less hardy to endure ? Courageous chief I 
The first In flight from pain! hadst thou alleged 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight. 
Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive." 
To wiiich the flend thus answered, frowning 
stem: 
**Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain. 
Insulting angel ! well thou kiiow'st I stoiod 
The fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The blasting volleyed thunder made all speed. 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words nt random as before. 
Argue thy inexperleiice, what behoves. 
From hard assays, and ill-successes past 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all. 
Througii ways of danger by himself untried. 
I therefore, I alone first undertook 
To wing the desolate abyss and spy 
This new-created world, whereof in hell 
Fame is not silent, hero in hope to find 
Better abode, and ray aflllcted powers 
To settle here on earth, or in mid air ; 
Though for possession put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare against : 
Whose easier business were to serve their Lord 
High up In heaven, with songs to hynui His 

throne, 
And practised distances to cringe, not fight." 

To whom the warrior-angel soon replied : 
*' To say ard straight unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy, 
Argues no leader, but a liar traced, 
Satan: and couldst thou faithful add? Onaine> 
O sacred name of falthf vilt\«.«% vt'cAA?nK^\ 
Faithful towYiotn^ Xo \\\^ x%V«M\«v>a««^'i 
Army ot fVenOL«, ttt. Xk^Sl-j vo ta \v^«A. ^ 

Was tlite your diwApV^^ \x\\^\w\x.\^.'S»®v«^^> 
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Your military obedience, to dissolve 
Allegiance to the ackuuwledged Power Su- 
preme ? 
And thou, sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seem 
Patron of iit>erty. who more than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and servilely adored 
Heaven's awful Monarch? wherefore, but in 

hope 
To dispossess Him, and thyself to reign ? 
But marlc what I areed tlice now: Avannt; 
Fly thither whence thou fledd'st. If from this 

hour 
Within these hallow'd limits thou appear. 
Back to tlie infernal pit 1 drag thee cnaln'd. 
And seal thee so, as henceforth not to scorn 
The facile gates of hell too slightly barr'd." 

So threaten'd he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but, waxing more in rage, replied : 

" Then, when I am thy captive, talk of chains, 
Proud limitary cherub! but ere then 
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though heaven's 

King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with my compeers, 
Used to the yoke, draw'st H4s triumphant 

wheels 
In progress through the road of heaven star- 

Saved.'' 
e thus he spake, the angelic squadron 

bright 
Turn'd flery red, sharpening in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported spears, as thick as when a field 
Of Ceres, ripe for harvest, waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them; the careful ploughman doubting 

stands, 



Lest on the thresliing-floor his hopeful sheaves 
Prove cha£f. On the other side, Satan, alarm'd, 
Collecting all his might, dilated stood, 
Like TeneriflT or Atlas, unremoved : 
His stature reach'd the sky and on bis crest 
Sat horror plumed ; nor wanted in his grasp 
What seem d both spear and shield. Jiovr dread- 
ful deeds 
Might have ensued ; nor only Paradise, 
In this commotion, but the starry cope 
Of heaven perhaps, or all the elements 
At least had gone to wrack, disturbed and torn 
With violence of this conflict, had not soon 
The Eternal, to prevent such horrid fray. 
Hung forth in Heaven his golden scales, yet seen 
Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign. 
Wherein all things created first He weigh 'd. 
The pendulous round earth with balanced air 
In counterpoise ; now ponders all events. 
Battles and realms: in these he put two weights, 
The sequel each of parting and of fight : 
The latter quick up flew, and kick*<l the beam; 
Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the fiend : 
"■ Satan, 1 know thy strengh, and tnou know'st 
mine; 
Neither our own, but given; what folly then 
To boast what arras can do! since thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled 

now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 
And read thy lot in yon celestial sign, 
Where thou art weigh'd, and shewn how light, 

how weak 
If thou resist." The fiend looked up, and knew 
His mounted scale aloft : nor more ; but fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled the shades of 
night. 



PABAUISE L03T. 
BOOK V, 

«rlth thB fhoLceBt fmllfiot FaradUe. mc togslher b/ ^« ; 
imge, mliKli A4hun uf Kb Mate md M his en 



WMMry-llght, Iroiii pure dlgcsi ion bred 

A-j »hX.»»u '■poun blaiul, vliicti the oidy 






Id. nod I 



Aa tlinniti OBqn 

L«inliw.liaU nl — 

Hong over her BMininir'd. i 
Ktmtj. wtitCb. wlialbtr wi 
hhot tunh pteDlliLr nmeii 



w:iuit ilniiii Ihc mfiTb. snd wbU ibe lulmy 
llov nulv^ palnlH her colours, how tha Ue* 
Sfldi urtiL^iwIiig wmk«il lioj, but wjth HUrtlcd 

lii^ tatt iiid iiiarn ivlnni'.l : lor I ihl< nlirtit 

Ildrum'il. ng(. u I oR un mnt ol tliee, 

KnevnOTerlillibtslrki^giUaUI. MoihoaKht 
Villi genlla toI« : I inunRhl II ihliie: li uid, 
Vfaf vleep^it IhoiL, Ex^e? now In ttm pteaunt 

The eooL ^e sllsoi. uve when •Uonce Fields 
Tuthenlghl-vnrbllUE bird, iliat now ewaka 
TwH^ flwf«eat hll lovo-laboHr d Bong; now 















Fie jdiioJi'il, he tanlrd; me damp herrDr chlll'd 
E-^orgod*, jalaUeiomalieivdaodDeD; 

^Ild WhTBa[|R>ll(ll(DMB; ilBce «00d, UM DUI* 

liunimDuicatHL ddi* ahaiulwt (ran, 

I'arMketlHiBalMi baiwj ttaiaah Ihun Irt, 
[lappMrlhoniiiMT'tha, mnhlercaaM nm be. 
1'aau thia. and be bMwelOrth aooBS the nda 
ThfieU a Ra<Mes>. Mt la Mrtli ^MlGwd. 

AwendtShMveH.'b' nil'ilV "iK.'aiidlee 
Whut Ilia iho gaiu live llwn, and each Uve 
Soiayliw, heilnw nlih.aiHl tamo haM. 

«« qnkkfiHi appolllf, ItiM 1. mclboUBhl, 
Uuuld not bol laile. Furlbwlib, up n ths 



re manr iHsFT iHOlIlBii! Ihal •arvB 
he romit ImuliiathHH, uerj- 'Ij*!™. 



UILTO.N'H POEMS. 



WIM wort^MliiB 






eeda hniE tMit or iiie. 
■MtUnCi, 1 ObiI 
, In tUiTtBr dream, 



SfMtU . _-_^ ._ 

BM Ifllh idOltlHi ilniin I ]« ba D 
Zra iMto tka Bliid it Ood or bhb 
Kn eooit uiil «, M uuiBWavsd, u 
Maqnt ar MuMlMUiid: wklcli «lv< 
Tbil wtuil In alMP tboD dmn abboi i 
WiiHni thoa newr wUt eonunl lu d 
B« nof dKbeortfiKd. tb«n, nor i 
looki, 



re dKArTnl and serene, 



Two oilier nmaoni dropi Ilut ready ilood, 
Eicn la UiOr crjrusl ilDke. ha, ara tha; leU, 
JUu'd, M tha iracloiu iliju or sveat remone 
And iipu awCtbit leiPd to ba-n oRandad. 

So aU ma eku'd, and to Iha n*U Umt luata. 
But flrtt tron nndM alindT artorou todL 
aooa u llMy (orUiwan MBa to apea ii^t^ 

l^iS^^mMmbWD^UaoetaJSiSar 
loot puaUdtotbt aaitbiliU dawjr rajr. 
Afaonarlnt In wid* iwidMapa all ilia aut 
Ot Paiadin and Edaa'i luppr plalm, 
Lowlr Our bav^BdaMiw. and li^iui 
Hub oiiacBi^.aaeh meqiKg dnl; paW, 
InTuliMiiitnai far ntUlMr varloiu ityla 
Nor kolT mpian wanted tkey H> pralx 
nielr Maker, In Di atnlni pronounced, or nni( 
UnmodJIaled! lach prompleloqaena 
MoVd Irom ibelr llpt In rroM or Dumerona 



Him flnt, Him 



a mldil. and wttlUlll 
e train o[ night. 



With tliy blight circlet, pralae blm Id 

While ilo; Brlnei, thai nweal hour ot iwlme 
Thou anil, of Ihli itrcst world Ijotb eye and 
AclEiiowled^ Hlu Iby greater; aoiind 

tlinh »>if«i 
Moon, C 






;ar/ 10 OUT RTeal Jlfakar (ICl new pnlni, 

lining or falling, Btill advance bli praise r 

lis pmlae. ye winds that from four qnorten 



tieartlLajidatatelj tread, or lowly creopi 

.. hlU or Tauey. toanuin or <rMh ibade. 

MadenKBl br mr khiii, and langht His j)TalH. 

Hall, HBlvaiHtSord : %t boanlaoni etllf 

"Vp sire HI onlT good : and if the uight 
ilepemlt, ai now UMii dlspeU the dark." 
Ud pi^d they InDoceol, and to t1»lr 






"Kapliaol,"BnldUe.."lhoo hoar'slwhat rtlr 
aisn, (rom hpU '>CEped ihrongh the dnrtBoma 



Late tnjfn hlmielf from heaven. Is ploitln 
Lest, wlllolly traniBreitbiB. lieprotend_^ 



PARADISE LOST. 



81 



All Justice: nor dolny'd the wlii;,'c'd saint 
After his charj^e received : but from amonff 
Thousand celestial ardours, where he stood 
Vcll'd with his gorgeous wings, up springing 

light. 
Flew through the midst of heaven: the angelic 

quires, 
On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 
Through all the empvrcal road : tii^ at the gate 
Of heaven arrived, the gate sclf-open'd wide 
On golden hinges tnming, as by work. 
Divine the sovereign Architect had framed. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight, 
Star interposed, however small, ho sees, 
Not nnconform to other shining globes. 
Earth, and the garden of God, with cedars 

crown'd 
Above all hills. As when by night the glass 
Of Galileo, less assured, observes 
Imagined lands and regiuns In the mooni 
Or pilot, from amidst the Cjclades, 
Delos or Samos first appearing, kens 
A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 
He speeds, and through the vast ethereal sky 
(Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady 

wing, 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air ; till, within soar 
Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems 
Aphcenix, gazed by all, as that sole bird, 
When, to enshrine nis relics In the sun's 
Bright temple, to Egyptian 'Ibcbes ho flies. 
At once on the eastern cliff of Paradise 
He lights ; and to his proper shape returns 
A seraph wing'd : six wings he wore, to shade 
Hl9 lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each shoolder, broad, came mantling o'er his 

breast 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair 
Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold, 
And cotonrs dipt.in heaven; the third his feet 
ShadowM from either heel with feattier'd mail, 
8ky-tinctnred grain. Like Maia*s son he stood, 
And shook his plumes, that heavenly fragrance 

flU'd 
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the 

bands 
Of angels under watch : and to his state. 
And to his message high, in honour rise : 
For on some message high they guess'd him 

bound. 
Their glittering tents he pass'd, and now is 

come 
Into the blissful flcld, through groves of myrrh, 
And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm ; 
A wilderness of sweets ; for Nature here 
Wantoned as In her prime, and play'd at will 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet. 
Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 
Him through the spicy forest onward come 
Adam discerned, as in the door he sat 
Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun 
Shot down direct his fervid rays, to warm 
Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam 

needs; 
And Eve within, due at her hour prepared 
For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 
True appetite, and not disrelish tiiirst 
Of nectareous draughts between, from milky 

stream 
Bernr or grape : to whom thus Adam caird : 
** Haste hither. Eve, and, worth thy sight, be- 
hold. 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious 

shape 
Comes this way moving; seems another mom 
Kisen on mid-noon; some great behest from 

Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
Thisdayto DC our guest. But go with speed 
And, what thy stores contain, bring forth, and 
pour 



Abundance, fit to honour and receive 
Our heuveuly stronger; well we may afford 
Our givers tueir own gifts, and large bestow 
From large bestow'd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertile growth, and by disburdening grows 
More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare." 
To whom thus Eve : " Adam, earth's hallow'd 

mould. 
Of God inspired ; small store will serve, where 

store, 
All seasons, ripe for use hangs on the stalk : 
Save what by frugal storing nrmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous moist consumes: 
But I will haste, and from each bough and 

brake. 
Each plant and Juiciest gourd, will pluck such 

choice 
To entertain our angel-guest, as he 
Beholding shall confess, that here on earth 
God hath dispensed His bounties as in hea- 
ven." 
So saving, with despatchfnl looks, in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best. 
What order so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes not well Joined, inelegant, but bring 
Taste after taste upheld with kindliest change 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, ^elds 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus or the Punic coast, or where , 

Alcinous reign'd ; fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Kongh. or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or 

shell. 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand; for drink tho 

grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths. 
From many a berry, and from sweet kernels 

press'd 
She tempers dulcet creams; nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessels pure; then strews the 

ground 
With rose and odours from the shmb unfumed. 

Meanwlille our primitive great sire, to meet 
His godlike guest, walks forth without more 

train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections; in himself was all his state, 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue hmg 
Of horses led, and grooms besmear'd wuh gold. 
Dazzles tho crowd, and sets them all agape. 
Nearer his.presence Adam, though not awed. 
Yet with submiss approach and reverence meek. 
As to a superior nature, bowing low. 
Thus said: *' Native of heaven, for other plaee 
None can than heaven such glorious shape con- 
tain; 
Since by descending from the thrones above. 
Those happy places thou hast deign'd a while 
To want, and honour these ; vouchsafe with us 
Two only, who yet by sov'reign gift possess 
This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 
To rest, and what the garden choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline." 
Whom thus the angelic Virtue answcr'd 

mUd: 
**Adam, I therefore came; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though spirits of heaven, 
To visit thee ; lead on then where thy bower 
O'ershades; for these mid hours, till evening 

rise, 
I have at will." So to the sylvan lodge 
Thev came, that like Pomona's arbour smiled. 
With flowerets deck'd, and fragrant smells ; but 

Eve 
Undeck'd save with herseU^vnaT^iVss^v^ V«!a 
Than wood-nymioYi. ox \\vfc \«J»3»^\. ^^sftass!^ 

1 Of three thaX Va'KLo\«i\.\'ii'^xissJ^^^«»^!«^^^'' 
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Stood to entertain bcr gncst from heaven ; no 

veil 
Site needed, virtue proof : no thoaRbt infirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the angel 

"Hail!" 
Bestow'd, tlie holy salntatlon used 
Lonir after to blest Mury, second Eve. 
**Hail, mother of manliind, wliuse fruitful 

womb 
Shan All the world more numerous with thy 

sons, 
Than with these various fruits the trees of God 
Have heap'd this table." Itaised of (rrassy turf 
Their table was, and mos^y scats hiid round, 
And on her ample square from side to side. 
All autumn piled, tliough spring and autumn 

here 
Danced hand in hand. A while discourse they 

hold. 
No fear lest dinner cool : when thus began 
Our author: "Heavenly stranger, please to 

taste 
These bounties, which our Nourlsher, from 

whom 
All perfect good, unmeasured out, descends, 
To us for food and for delight hath caused 
Tlie earth to yield ; unsavoury food perhaps 
To spiritual- natures; only this I lenow, 
That one celestial Father gives to all." 
To whom the angel: "Thofefore what He 

gives 
(Whose praise be ever sung) to man in part 
Spiritual, may of purest spirits be found 
No ungrateful food : and food alike those 
Intelligential substances roquire. 
As doih your rational; and buth contain 
Within them every lower faculty 
Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, 

taste 
Tasting, concoct, digest, assimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created needs 
To be sustained and fed : of elements 
The grosser feeds the purer, earth the sen. 
Karth and the sea feed air, the air tlioHc lires 
Ethereal, and as lowest, first the moon ; 
"Whence in her visage round those si)ots 
Vapours not yet into her substance tnni'd. 
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
From her moist continent to higher orbs. 
The sun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his alimental recompense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 
Sups with the ocean. Though in heaven the 

Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 
Yield nectar; though from off the boughs each 

mom. 
We brush mellifltious dews, and find the ground 
C!over'd with pearly grain: yet (K)d hath liere. 
Varied His bounty so with new delights. 
As may compare with heaven ; and to taste 
Think not I shall be nice." So down they sat, 
And to their viands fell; nor seemingly 
Tlie angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 
Of theologians; but with keen despatch 
Of real hunger, and concoctive lieut 
To transubstantiate : what redounds, transpires 
Throuffh spirits with ease; nor wonder, if by 

fire 
Of sooty coal the empiric alchymist 
(!an turn, and holds it possible to turn, 
Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold. 
As from the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 
MInlster'd naked, and their flowing cups 
With pleasant liquors crown'd : O innooence. 
Deserving Paradise ! if ever, then. 
Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 
Enamour'd at that sight; but in those hearts 
Love unlibidlnons reign*d. nor jealousy 
Wmb nnderstood. the injured lover's hell. 
I7j//f/ when with mcuta and drinks they had 



Not burdened natnre. sudden mind arose 
In Adam not to let tl:e occasion pass. 
Given him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 
Who dwell in heaven, wiiose excellence he m.iw 
Transcend his own so far: whose radiuut 

forms. 
Divine effnlgence, whose high power, so far 
Exceeded human : and his warV speech 
Thas to the empyreal minister ne framed : 
" Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour. In this hononr done to mnn ; 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast vonchsafed 
To enter, and these earthly fmirs to taste, 
Food not of angels, yet accepted so. 
As that more willingly thou conldst not seem 
At heaven's hiirh feasts to have fed : yet what 

compare ? 
"To whom the winged Mcrarch replied; 
*' O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to Him return. 
If not depraved from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter ail. 
Endued with various forms, various degre''8 
Of substance, and, in thinirs tliat live, of life: 
Hut more refined, more spirituous and pure. 
As nearer to Him placed, or ncTcr tending 
Each in their several active sp(jeres assigu'd. 
Till body up to spirit work, in hounds 
Proportion to each kind. So from the root 
Springs lighter the gi-een stalk, from thence tha 

leaves 
Jlore aery, last the bright consummate flower 
Spirits odorous breatlies: flowers and their 

fruit, 
Man's nourishment, by gradual vxuile sublimed, 
To vital spirits aspire, to animal. 
To intellectual ; give both life ond sense. 
Fancy and understanding; whence the soul 
Iteasun receives, and reason is her buing, 
Discursive, or intuitive : discourse 
If oftest yours, the latter most is ours, 
DiCfering but in degree, of kind the snmo. 
Wonder not, then, wlmt God for you saw good 
If I refuse not, but convert, as you, 
To proper substance. Time may come wlien 

men 
With angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too liglit fare : 
And from these corporeal nutriments, ))erhapi. 
Your bodies muy at last turn nil to spirit, 
improved by tract of time, and wing'd, ascend 
Ethereal, as we ; or may, at choice. 
Here or In heavenly pnradises dwell , 
If ye be found obedient, and retain 
Unalterably firm. His love entire. 
Wliose progeny' yon are. Meanwhile enjoy 
Your flit what happiness this liappy state 
Can comprehend. Incapable of more.'' 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied : 
" O favourable spirit, propitious guest. 
Well hast tliou taught the wny that might 

direct 
Our knowledge, and the scale of natnre set 
From contre to circumference ; whereon. 
In contemplation of created things. 
Bv steps we may ascend to God. But sny, 
li\ hat meant that caution join'd, * If ye tte found 
Obedient ?' Can we want obedience tlien " 
To Hhn, or possibly His love desert. 
Who form*u us from the dust, and placed us 

here 
Full to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Human desires can Reek or apprehend?'* 
To whom the angel: "Son of heaven and 

earth, 
Attend : that thou art happy, owe to God; 
That tJiou continuest such, owe to thyself. 
That is, to thy Qbedience ; therein stand. 
This was that caution given thee ; l>e advised. 
God made thee perfect, not immutaole ; 
And good He made thee; but to persevere 
He left It in thy yuwet ; ordaln'd thy will 
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Py natnre free not ovor-rulod by fato 
Inextricuble, or tttriut liccusstty : 
Our voluntary scr^'icc he requIrcR, 
Not our necessitated; such with Him 
Finds no acceptance, nor can find : for bow 
Can hearts, not free, be tried whether they 

serve 
Willing or no. who will but what thev mast 
Hy destiny, and can no other choose ? 
3Iyself, and all the angelic host thut stand 
In sight of God, enthroned, our happy state 
Hold, as yon yours, while our obedience holds ; 
On other sarety none : freely we serve. 
Because we freely love, as in oar will 
To love or not : in this we stand or fall : 
And some are fall'n, to disobedience fall'n. 
And so from heaven to deepest hell : oh, fall 
From what high state of bites into what woe !" 
To wliom our great progenitor : " Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear. 
Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic songs by night from neighboaring 

hills 
Aerial masic send: nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we never shall forget to love 
Oar Maker, and obey Him whose command 
Single is yet so just, my constant thoaghts 
Assured me, and «till assure; though what thou 

tell'st 
Hath pass'd in heaven, some doubt within mc 

move. 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent. 
The full relation, which must needs be strange, 
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun 
Hath flnish'd half nis journey, and scarce 

begins 
His other half in the great zone of heaven/* 

Thus Adam made request ; and Raphael, 
After short pause assenting, thus began : 
*' High matter thou enjoinest me, O prime of 
men. 
Sad task and hard : for how shall I relate 
To humnn sense the invisible exploits 
Of warring spirits? how, without remorse, 
The ruin of so many, glorious once 
And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 
This Is dispensed; and what surmounts the 

reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so. 
By likening spiritual to corporal forms. 
As may exfMress them best; though what if 

earth 
Be but the shadow of heaven, and things 

therein 
Each to other like, more than on earth is 
thought? 
*' As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Iteign'd where these heavens now roll, where 

earth now rests 
Upon her centre poised ; when on a day, 
(For time, thoogh in eternity, applied 
To motion, measures all things durable 
By present, past, and future,) on such day 
As heaven's great year brings forth, the em- 
pyreal host 
Of angels, by imperial simimons caird, 
Iminmerable before the Almighty's throne 
Forthwith, from all the ends of heaven, appeared 
Under their hlerarchs in orders bright: 
Tea thousand thousand ensigns high advanced, 
Standardsand gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Stream in the fur, and for distinction serve 
Ot hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or In their glittering tissues bear imblazed 
Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpressible they stood. 
Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, 
By whom in MJia embosomed sat the Son, 



Amidst, as fro:na flimLi:^' mount. v\iio«ro top 

Brightness had made invlHlhle, thus s| nKc: 
" • Hear, all ye angeb, progeny of light. 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, 
powers ; 

Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand. 

This day I have begot whom I declare 

M V only Son, and on this holy hill 

Him have Anointed, whom ye now behold 

At mv right hand; your head I Htm appoint ; 

And by myself have sworn, to Him shnlr bow 

All knees in heaven, and shall confess Him 
Lord: 

Under His great vicegerent reign abide 

United, as one individual soul. 

For ever happy : him who disobeys. 
Mc disobeys, breaks union ; and that dar. 
Cast out from God and blessed vision, falls 
Into utter darkness, deep ingulfd. his place 
Ordaln'd without redemption, without end.' 
''So spake the Omnipotent, and with His 
words 
All seem'd well pleased; all seem'd, bat were 

not all. 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent 
In song and dance about the sacred hill ; 
Mystical dance, which yonder starry sphere 
Of planets, and of flx'd, in all her wheels 
Kesombles nearest, mazes intricate. 
Eccentric, intervolved, yet regular 
Tlicn most, when most irregular they seem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 
So smootiics her charming tones, that God's own 

ear 
Listens delighted. Evening now approach'd, 
(For we have also our evening and our mom. 
We onrs for change delectable not need :) 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 
Desirous ; all in circles as they stood. 
Tables are set, and on a sudden piled 
With angels' food : and rubied nectar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold. 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of heaven. 
On flowers reposed, and with fresh flowerets 

crown'd. 
They eat, they drink : and in communion sweet 

8aafF immortality and joy, secure 
f surfeit, where full measure only bounds 
Excess, before the all-bounteous King, who 

shower'd 
With copious hand, rejoicingin their joy. 
Now when ambrosial nigtit with clouds exhaled 
From that high mount of God, whence light and 

Spring both, the face of brightest heaven had 

changed 
To grateful twilight, (for night comes not there 
In darker veil,) and roseate dews disposed 
All but the unsleeping eyes of God to rest ; 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain ourspread, 
(Such are the courts of God,) the angelic throng, 
Dispersed in bands and flies, their camp extend 
By living streams among the trees of life. 
Pavilions numberless, and sudden rear'd. 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 
Funn'd with cool winds; save those, who, In 

their course. 
Melodious hymns about the soVreign throne 
Alternate all night long : but not so waked 
Satan ; so call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in heaven ; he of the first. 
If not the first archangel, great in power. 
In favour and pre-eminence, vet fraught 
With envy against the Son of God, that day 
Hononr'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd 
Messiah King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that sight, and thought himself 

impair'd. ^ ^. ^ , 

Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain. 
Soon as midnight brousht oxv IVja to&Vj "^^''^ 
FrlendWest to iVefc^ ^xA ^^awt^^V^ J^^5^^ 
W\th si\\YiV«\fti\w«\o ^Jft\o^%^>«v^>R»''^ 
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Unworshfpp'd, uiiobcy'd, the throne supremo. 
Copteiuptuous : uiid his next snbordiuate 
Awakening, thus to hlra In secret snake: 
'' * Sleep^t thou, companion dear? What sleep 
can close 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember' st what decree 
Of yesterday, so late hath pass'd the lips 
Of heaven's AUnighty? Thoii to me thy 

thoughts 
"Was wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ; 
Both waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy sleep mssent? New laws thou secst im- 
posed; , ^ 
New laws from Him who reigns, new minds may 

raise 
In ns who serve, new counsels, to debate 
What doubtful may ensue : more in this place 
To utter is not safe. Assemble thou. 
Of all those myriads which we lead, the chief : 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim nijrlit 
Her shadowy clouds withdraws, 1 am to haste, 
And all who under me their banners wave. 
Homeward, with flying march, where we pos- 

scss 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King, 
The great Ulessiah, and His new commands 
Who speedily througli all the hierarchies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.' 

** So spake the false archangel, and Infused 
Bad Influence into the unwary breast 
Of his associate: he together calls. 
Or several one by one, the regent powers. 
Under him regent : tells, as he was taught. 
That the Most High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night luid disencumber'd lieavcn. 
The great hierarchal standard was to move: 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity : but all obey'd 
The wonted signal anil super! «;; voice 
of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heaven : 
His countenance, as the mormng-star that 

guides 
The starry flock, allured them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of heaven's Ijost. 
Meanwhile the Eternal eye, whose sight dis- 
cerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth His holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly before Him, saw without their light 
Bebellfon rising; saw in whom, how sprend 
Among the sons of morn, wliat multitudes 
Were banded to oppose His high decree ; 
And, smiling, to His only Son thus said: 

*' ' Son, Thou in wliom my glory I behold 
In full resplendence, heir of all my might. 
Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what ainns 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire : such a foe 
Is rising, wlio intends to erect his throne 
Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north; 
Nor so content, hath in his thought to try 
In battle, what our power is, or our right. 
I^t us advise, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is left, and ail employ 
In our defence : lest unawares we lose 
This our liigh place, our sanctuary, our hill.* 
'*To whom the Son, with calm aspect and 
clear 
Lightning divine, ineffable, serene. 
Made answer : 'Mighty Father. Thou thy foes 
Justly liast in derision, and, secure, 
I^agh'st at their vain designs and tumults vain, 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illustrates, when they see all regal power 
Otven me to quell their pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to subdue 
Tbv rebels, or bo found the worst in heaven.* 
'^Sd epdke the Son: but Satan with his 
powen. 



Far was advanced on winged speed; a host 
Innamerable as the stars of night. 
Or stars of morning, dew-drops, wliich the sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Beglons they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of seraphim, and potentates, and throiies, 
In their triple degrees : regions, to which 
All thy dominion, Adam, is no moro 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 
Stretch'd into longitude ; which having pass'd 
At length into the limits of the north 
They came ; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
liaised on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of 

gold; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (so call 
That structure in the dialect of men 
Interpreted.) which not long after, he, 
Affecting all equality wltli God, . 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declared in sight of heaven. 
The Mountain of the Congregation call'd; 
For thither he assembled all nls train. 
Pretending, so commanded, to consnlt 
About the great recootlon of their King, 
Thither to come ; ana with calnmious art 
Of counterfeited truth tlius held their cars : 

" ' Tlirones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, 
powers; 
If these magniflc titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, since 'oy degree 
Another now hath to Himself engross'd 
All power, and us eclipsed under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this ha<<te 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here. 
This only to consnlt how we may best. 
With what may be devised of honours new, 
Receive Him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, prostration vile ! 
Too much to one ! but double how endured, 
To one, and to His image now proclaim'd ? 
But what if better counsels might erect 
Onr minds, and teach us to cast off this yoke ? 
Will ye submit your nocks, and choose to bend 
The supple knee ? Ye will not, if 1 trust 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sons of heaven, possess'd before 
Ry none : and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free: for orders and degrees 
.Jar not with liberty, but well consist. 
Who can In reason, then, or right, assume 
Monarchy over such as live by right 
His equals ? if in power and splendour Ics» 
In freedom equal 'i or can Introduce 
Law and edict on us ? who without law 
Err not ; much less for this to bo our Lord* 
And look for adoration, to the abuse 
Of those Imperial titles, which assert 
Onr being ordain'd to govern, not to serve.' 

*' Thus far his bold discourse without control 
Had audience : when among the scrapliim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal adored 
The Deity and divine commands obey'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe 
The current of his fury thus opposed: 

"'Oh, argument blasphemous, false, and 
prond ! 
Words which no car ever to hear In heaven 
Expected, least of all from thee. Ingrato, 
In place thyself so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The Just decree of God. pronounced and sworn 
That to His only Son, by right endued 
With regal sceptre, every sonl in heaven 
Shall bend the xnee, and in that honour dne 
Confess Him rightful King? Unjust, thott 

say'st. 
Flatly unjnst, to bind with lawn the free, 
And equal over equals to let reign. 
One over all with nnsuccoedcd power. 
Shalt thou give law to GoU ? shalt thoo dlspiito 
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With Him the points of liberty, -wlto nmUo 
Tli«e what thou art, and form d the powers of 

heaven 
8nch as He pleased, and circnmscribcd their 

being? 
Yet. by experience taught, wo know how good, 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident He is ; liow for from thought 
To make as less, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy state, under one head more near 
United. Bat to grant it thee nnjust. 
That eqoal over equals monarch reign : 
Thyself, though great and iglorious, dost thou 

count. 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one, 
Equal toHim begotten Son? by whom 
As by His word, the mighty Father made 
All things, even thee; and all the spirits of 

heaven 
By him created In their bright degrees; 
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory 

named 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, 

powers. 
Essential powers ; nor by His reign obscnred. 
But more illustrious made; smce He the head. 
One of our number thnx reduced becomes: 
His laws our laws ; all honour to Him done 
Betums our own. Cease, then, this impious 

rage. 
And tempt not these: but hasten to appease 
The incensed Father and tlie incensed Hon, 
While pardon may be found in time besought.* 

" So spake the fervent angel ; but his zeal 
None seconded, as out of season judged. 
Or singular and rash : whereat rejoiced 
The apostate, and, more haughty, thun replied : 
" *Tnat we were foiiu'd then say'st thou? and 

the work 
Of secondary hands, by task transferr'd 
Fro:n Father to His. Son? strange point and 

new! 
Doctrine which we would know whence leanrd : 

who saw 
When this creation was? remember'st thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 
We know no time when we were not as now; 
Know none before us, self-begot, self-raised 
By our own quickening power, when fatal 

course 
Had circled his fnllorb, the hirth matore 



Of this our native heaven, ethereal sons. 
Our puissance is our own : our own riglit hand 
Shall teach us highest dec>dis by proof to try 
Who Is our equal : then thou shnit behold 
Whether by supplication wo Intend 
Address, and to begirt the Ahnighty throne 
Beseeching or besieging. This report, 
Tliese tidings carry to tne anointed King; 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight.* 

" He said; and, as the sound of waters deep, 
Hoarse murmur echo'd to his words appinnse 
Through the infinite host : nor less for that 
Tlic flaming seraph, fearless, though alone, 
Eucompasrd round with foes, thus answered 
bold: 

"■ * O alienate from God, O spirit accursed, 
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy fail 
Determined, and thy hapless crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 
Both of thy .crime and punishment; hence- 
forth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah : those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsafed ; other decrees 
Against thee are gone forth without recall; 
Tliat goldeil sceptre which thou didst reject 
Is now an iron rood to bruise and break 
Tliy disobedience. Well thou didst advise ; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted ; lest the wrath 
Impendent, raging Into sudden flame. 
Distinguish not : for soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who ci^ated thee lamenting ienm. 
When who can uncrcate thee thou ithnlt know.* 

" So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among Innumerable false, unmoved. 
Unshaken, unseduced. unterrifled. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 
Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant 

mind. 
Though single. From amidst them fortli ho 

pass'd 
Long way through hostile scorn, which ho 

sustain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fear*d aught : 
And with retorted scorn, his back lie tnm'd 
On those proud towers to swift destruction 
doomd." 
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Baphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel were sent forth to battle against Satan 
and his angels. The first fight described : Satan and his powers retire nnder night: he calls 
a councU invents devilish engines, which, in the second day's fight, put Michael and his 
angels to some disorder; but they at length pulling up mountains, overwhelm both the force 
and machines of Satan: yet, the tumult not so ending. God, on the third day, sends Messiah 
his Son for whom He had reserved the glory of that vlctorv ; He, in the power of His Father, 
coming to the place, and causing all His legions to stand still on either side, with His chariot 
and thunder driving into the midst of His enemies, pursues them, unable to resist, towards the 
wall of heaven ; which opening, they leap down with horror and tonfuslon Into the place of 
punishment prepared for them m the deep. Messiah returns with triumph to His Father 



" All night the dreadless angel unpursned 
Through heaven's wide champain held hls'way; 

tUl Morn, 
Waked by the circling hours, with rosy hand 
Unbarr'd the gates ol light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of Gud, fast by His throne, 
Where light and darkness in perpetual round 
Lodge and dislodge by turns, which makes 

through heaven 
Greatfnl vicissitude, like day and night. 
Light Issues forth, and at the other door 
Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 
To veil the heaven, though darkness there 

might well 
Seem twilight here: and now went forth the 

Morn 
Such as In highest heaven, array'd in goIU 
Empyreal ; from before her vanished Night, 
Shot through with orient beams ; when ail the 

plain. 
Cover d with thick embattled squadrons bright, 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery steeds, 
Reflecting blaze on blaze first met his view : 
War he perceived, war in product: and tonnd 
Already Known what he for news had thought 
To have reported ; gladly then he mlx'd 
Among those friendly powers, who him re- 
ceived 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one 
That of so many myriads fali'n, yet one 
Retum'd not lost. On to the sacred hill 
They led him high apjilauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme ; from whence a voice, 
From 'midst a goidea cloud, thus mild was 

heard: 
** ' Servant of God, well done ; well hast thou 

fought 
The better fight, who single hast maintaln'd 
Against revolted rauitltudes the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they In arms ; 
And for the testimony of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 
Than violence ; for this was all thy care. 
To stand approv'd in sight of God, though 

worlds 
Judged thee perverse : the easier conquest now 
Remains thee: aided by this host of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return. 
Than sconrd thou didst depart : and to subdue 
By force, who reason for their law refuse : 
Right reason for their law, and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go. Michael, of celestial armies prince ; 
And thou in military prowess next, 
Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my armed saints, 
By thousands and by millions ranged for fight, 
Equal in number to that godless crew 
Rebellious: them with fire and hostile arms 
Fearless assault ; and, to the brow of heaven 
Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall.' 
** So spake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds be- 

gaji 
Todsrken all the bW. and awoke to roll 
xa dtukjr wreaths, relactant Oamea, the sign 



Of wrath awaked . not with less dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high gan blow • 
At which command tne powers militant. 
That stood for Heaven, in mighty quadrate 

Joln'd 
Of union irresistible, moved on 
la silence their bright legions, to the sound 
Of Instrumental harmony, that oreathed 
Heroic ardour to adventurous deeds 
Under their godlike leaders, in the causo 
Of God and ills Messiah On they move 
Indissolubly firm; nor ubvious hill, 
Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream. 

divides 
Their perfect ranks : for high a hove the ground 
Their march was. and "he passive air upbore 
Their nimble tread. As wtien the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing. 
Came snmmon'd over Eden lo receive 
Their names of thee , so over many a tract 
Of heaven the> march d, and manj a province 

Tenfold the length of this terrene . at }ast 
Far in the horizon to the north appear d 
From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretch'd 
In battailous aspect, and neaiei view 
Bristled with upright beams Innumerable 
Of rigid spears, and helmets throng d, and 

shields 
Various, with boastful argmnent p<irtray d. 
The banded powers of Satan basting on 
With furious expedition ; for they we«n d 
Tliat self -same day, by fight, or bv surprise, 
To win the mount of God, and on His throne 
Tb set the envier of his state, the proud 
Aspirer; but their thoughts proved fond and 

vain 
In the mid-way: though strange to us it seem'd 
At first, that angel should with angel war. 
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in festivals of Joy and love 
Unanimous, as sons ot one great Sire, 
Hymning the Eternal Father. But the shout 
Of battle now began, and rushing sound 
Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 
High in the midst, exalted as a god. 
The apostate In his snn-brlght chariot sat, 
Idol of majesty divine, enclosed 
With flaming cherubim, and golden shields;. 
Tlien lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
'Twlxt host and host but narrow space was left, 
A dreadful Interval, and front to front 
Presented stood in tcrrlbic array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudy van. 
On the rough edge of battle ere It join'd 
Satan, with vast and haughty strides advanced. 
Came towering, arm'd in adamant and gold : 
Abdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 
Among the m^htiest. bent on highest deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores: 
"*0 Heaven! that such resemblance of the 

Highest 
Should yet remain, where faith and reality 
Remain not! wherefore should not strength and 

might 
There fail where vlrine falls ? or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance, trusting Ui the Almighty's aid. 
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T luean to trv. wh(»e rea.«ou 1 havo tried 
Vnsound ana false ; nur is It aaght bnt Just 
Tliat he, wiiu in debate of trnth bath won, 
ft>lioaid win in arms, in both disputes ahke 
Victor, though brutish that contest and oul, 
"When reason nath to deal with force ; yet so 
^ost reason Is that reason overcome ' 

*' So pondering, and from bis arm'd peers 
Forth stepping opposite, hail-way he met 
His danng foe, at this prevention more 
Incensed, and thns securely him defied • 
» • Proud, art thou met'r thy hope was to havo 
reached 
The height of thy aspiring unopposed . 
The til rone ol Gud unguarded, and His side 
Abuudoii'd, at the terror uf thy i)uwer 
Or potent tongue . foul ! not to ttiinli how vain 
Against the Omnipotent to rise in aruM; 
who out of smallest things, could, without end, 
Have raised incessant armies to defeat 
Tliy folly : or with solitary hand 
Keaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 
Unaided, could have flnish'd thee, and 'whchu'd 
Thy legions nnder darkness : but tliou seust 
All are not ol thy train; there t>e, who faith 
Prefer and piety to God, though then 
To thee not visible, when 1 uione 
Seem d in thy world erroneous to dissent 
From all, uiy sect thou seebt: now leurn too 

late 
How lew sometimes may know when thousands 

err ' 
•Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye 

ti^ikiince. 
Thus answer d : 'III for thee, our In wish d hour 
Ot my revenge, first sought foi, thou returu'st 
From flight, seditions angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, tne first assay 
Ol this right hand provoked since first tha*. 

tongue. 
Inspired with contradiction durst ('ppose 
A third part ot the gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert . who. while they feel 
Vigour divme within them, can allow 
< )innipotence to none But well thou com'st 
Before thy fellows, ambitions to win 
From mo some plume, thut tiiy success may 

8ho"w 
Destruction to the rest, this pause between. 
(Unanswer'd lest thou boast.) to let thee know, 
At first I thought that hberty and heaven 
To heavenly souls had been ail one ; but now 
1 see that most through sloth had rather serve. 
Minlst'rlng spirits, train d up in feast and sung * 
such hast thou arm'd. the minstrelsy ot heaven. 
Servility with freedom to contend. 
As both their deeds compared this day shall 

prove.' 
" To whom in brief thus Abdiel stem repllod : 
' Apostate ! still thou err'st, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path ot truth remote ; 
Unjustly thou deprav'st it with the name 
Of servitude, to serve whom God ordains. 
Or nature : God and nature bid the same. 
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whom he governs This is servitude: 
To serve the unwise, or him who hath rebell'd 
Against his worthier as thine now serve thee, 
Thyself not free, but to thyself Inthrall'd • 
Yet lewdly dar'st our mlmst'ring upbraid. 
Reign thou In hell, thy kingdom : let me serve 
In heaven God ever-blest, and His divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obeyd : 
Yet chains in hell, not realms, expect: mean- 
while. 
From me retnm'd, as erst, thou sad'st, from 

flight. 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive. 
*' So saying, a noble stroke he lifted high. 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight, 
^or motion of swift thought, less could his 

shield, 



Mucli ruin intercept ! ten paces huge 
He back recoii'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upstald ; as if on earth 
Winds under ground, or waters forcluf way. 
Sidelong had push'd a mountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with all liis piues. Aicazement 

seiz d 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus foil d their mightiest ^ ours Joy liU'd, and 

shout. 
Presage ot victory, and fierce desire 
Ol battle ; whereat Michael bid sound 
The archangel trumpet; through the vast of 

hea\C'ii 
It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hosenna to tne Highest: nor stood at gaze 
The adverse legions, nor less hideous Joiu'd 
The nomd shock. JSow storming fury rose. 
And Clamour such as heard In heaven till now* 
Wah never, arms on armour clashing bray'd 
Horrible discord, and the madding wlieels 
Of brazen chariots raged ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict ; overhead the dismal hiss 
Of fiery darts in flaming volleys flew. 
And filing vaulted either host with flrc. 
Su under fiery cope together rush'd 
Both battles mahi. with ruinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage. Ah heaven 
liesouiided ; ami had earth been then, all earth 
Had to her centre shook. What wonder? when 
Millions of fierce encountering angels fought 
On either side the least of whom could wield 
Tliese elements, and arm him with the force 
Ot all theii regions : how mnch more of power 
Army against army numberless to raise 
Dieadtiu combustion warring ; and disturb. 
Though not destroy, their happy native seat ; 
Had not the Eternal King Omnipotent, 
From his strong hold of heaven, high overruled 
And tmited theii might ; though numlter d such, 
As each divided legion might have seem'd 
A numerous host ; in strength each armed hand 
A legion: led in fight, yet leader seem'd 
Each warrior, single as in chief : expert 
When to advance, or stand, or turn tne sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close 
'i1ic ridges of grim war no thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
Thut argued fear, each on himself relied. 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory i>eeds of eternal fame 
Were done, but infliiite . tor wide was spread 
That war. and various- sometimes on firm 

ground 
A standing fight: then, soaring on main wing, 
Tormented all the air: all alt seem d then 
Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 
11ie battle hung, till Hatan. who that day 
l^rodigious iiower had shewn, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging tiirough the dire atttick 
Of fighting seraphim contused, at length 
.Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and 

feild 
Squadrons at once: with huge two-handed 

sway 
Brandish d aloft, the horrid edge came dovi-n 
Wide- wasting; such destruction to withstand 
He hasted, and oppo.sed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield. 
A vast circumference. At his approach 
The great archangel from his warlike toil 
Surceased, and glad, as honing here to end 
Intestine war in heaven, the arch-foe subdued. 
Or captive dragg'd in chains, with hostile frown 
And visage all liiflauicd. first thus began : 

" • Author of evil unknown till thy revolt. 
Unnamed in heaven, now plenteous, as thou 

seest 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all. 
Though heaviest, by just measure, on thyself 
And thy adherents ; how hast thou disturb'd 
Heaven's blessed peace^ atid. \ix^^ vta^^ox.^ 
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Misery, uncreated till the crime 

Of thy rebellion? how hast thou InstiU'd 

Tliy malice intothuusamls. once upright 

And faithful, now proved false ? But think not 

here 
To trouble holy rest : heaven casts thee out 
From all her conflues. Heaven, the seat of bliss, 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence, then, and evil go with thee along, 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils, 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sadden vengeance, wing'd from 

God, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain.* 
"So spake the prince of angels; to whom 

thus 
The adversary : * Nor think thou with wind 
Of airy threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Hast thou tum'd the least of 

To flight ? or if to fall, but that they rise 
Unvanqnish'd ; easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with 

threats 
To chase me hence ? Err not that so shall end 
The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 
The strife of glory: which we mean to wm. 
Or turn this heaven itself into the hell 
Thou fablest ; here, however, to dwell free. 
If not to reign : meanwhile thy utmost force. 
And Join Him named Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh.' 
"They ended parle, and both address'd for 

fight 
Unspeakable ; for who, tliongh with the tongue 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift 
Human Imagination to such lieight 
Of godlike power? for likest gods they secm'd, 
Stood they or moved, in stature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire of great heaven. 
Now waved their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles: two broud suns their 

shields 
Blazed opposite, while Expectation stood 
In horror : from each hand with speed retired. 
^Vhere erst was thickest figlit, tlio angelic 

throng, 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such coramotiun . such as, to set forth 
Great things by small, if. Nature s concord 

broke. 
Among the constellations war were sprung, 
Two planets, rushing from aspect malign 
Of fiercest opposition, m mid sky 
Should combat, and their jarring spheres con- 
found. 
Together both, with next to ahnlghty arm 
Uplifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat. 
As not of power at once ; nor odds appear'd 
In might or swift prevention : but tlie sword 
Of Michael, from the armoury of God« 
Was given him teinper'd so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge: it met 
Tlie sword of Satan, with steep force to smite 
Descending, and in half cut sheer; nor stay'd. 
But with swift wheel reverse, deep entering, 

shared 
All his right side : then Satan first knew pair. 
And writhed him to and fro convolved : so sore 
The griding sword with discontinuous wound 
Pass d through him : but the ethereal substance 

closed. 
Not long divisible ; and from the gash 
A stream of nect'rous htunour issuing flow'd. 
Sanguine, such as celestial spirits may bleed. 
And all his armour stain'd. erewhiie so bright. 
Forthwith, on all sides, to his aid was run 
By angels many and strong, who interposed 
Defence, while others bore him on their shields 
Back to his chariot, where it stood retired 



From off the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame. 
To find himself not matchless, and his pride 
Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet soon he heal'd ; for spirits that live through- 
out 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 
In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins. 
Cannot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 
Ail heart tliey live, all head, all eye, all ear, 
All intellect, all sense ; and, as they please. 
They limb themselves, and colour shape or 

size. 
Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 
"Meauwhiie, in other parts, like deeds de- 
served 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce ensigns pierced the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king, who him defied. 
And at his chariot-wheels to drag him bound 
Tlireaten'd, nor from the Holy One of Iieaveu 
Kefraln'd Ills tongue blasphemous ; but anon. 
Down cloven lo tno waist, with shattered arrns^ 
And uncouth pain, fled bellowing. On each 

wing, 
Uriel and Raphael, his vaunting foe. 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd. 
Vanquished Adramelcch and Asmadai, 
Two potent thrones, that to be less that gods 
Disdained, out meaner thoughts learii'd in tucir 

flight, 
Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and 

mail. 
Nor stood unmindful Abdlel to annoy 
The atheist crew, out with redoubled blow, 
Ariel, and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiei. scorch'd and blasted, overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternise here on earth : but those elect 
AiiKcis, contented with their fame in heaven. 
Seek not the praise of men{ the other sort. 
In might though wondrous, and in acts of war. 
Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom 
Canceird from heaven and sacred memory. 
Nameless in dark oollvion let them dwell. 
For strength from truth divided, and from just, 
inaudible, nought merits out dispraise 
And ignominy ; yet to gloiy aspu'cs, 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy seeks fame ; 
Tlierefore eternal silence be tiieir doom. 
"And now, their mightiest qucll'd, the battle 
swerved, 
With many an inroad gored ; deformed ront 
Enter'd. and foul disorder ; all the ground 
With shiver'd armour strown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overturn 'd. 
And fiery foaming steeds ; what stood, rc> 

coil d. 
O'er-wearled, through the faint Satanic host. 
Defensive scarce; or with pale fear surprised. 
Then first with tear surprised, and seubc of 

pain, 
Fled ignominous, to such evil brought 
By Bhi of disobedience ; till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far otherwise the Inviolable saints. 
In cubic phalanx firm, advanced entire, 
InvtUnerable, impenetrably arm'd ; 
Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave tliem above their foes; not to have 

sinn'd. 
Not to have dlsobey'd : in fight they stood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to bo pain d 
By wound, though from their place by violence 

moved. 
"Now Night her course began, and, over 
heaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce imposed, 
And silence on the odious dm of war: 
Under her cloudy covert both retired. 
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^ctor and vanqoish'd : on the fonghten field 

Michael and Ms angels, prevalent 

Bncamping, placed in guard their watches 

round 
Cherubic waving fires on the other part, 
Satan with his rebellions oisamiearM, 
Far in the dark dislodged ; and void of rest, 
His potentates to council call'd by night : 
And in the midst thus undismay'd begun . 

***0h now in langcr tried, now known in 
arms . 
Sot to be overpower'd. companions dear, 
Found worthy not of liberty alone. 
Too mean pretence : but, what we more affect. 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown : 
Who have sustained one day, in doubtful fight, 
(And If one day, why not eternal days V) 
What heaven's Lord had powerf ulest to send 
Against us from aoout His throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to His wlU, 
But proves not so : then fallible, it seems. 
Of future, we may deem Him, though, till now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less flniily arm'd, 
Some disadvantage we endured, and paiiv 
Tiii now not luiown, out, iuiown, as soun con- 

temn'd ; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal Injury. 
Imperishable; and, thongh pierced with wound. 
Soon closing, and by native vigour heul'd. 
Of evii,\then, so small, as easy think 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms. 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 
May serve to better us, and worse our foes. 
Or equal what between us made the odds. 
In nature none : if other hidden cause 
Left them superior, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound. 
Due search and consultation will disclose.' 

"He sat; and in the assembly next upstood 
llisroch. of principalities the prime : 
As one he stood escaped from cruel fight, 
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havoc hewn : 
And. Cloudy in aspect, thus answering spake : 

♦• * Deliverer from new lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment o( our rights as gods : yet hard 
For gods, and too unequal work we flnU, 
Against unequal arms, to fight in pain. 
Against unpain'd, impassive *. from wliieh evil 
Ruin must needs ensue ; for what avails 
Valour or strength, though matchless, queird 

with pain 
Which all snbdues. and makes remiss the hands 
Of mightiest ? Sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life, perhaps, and not repine. 
But live content, which is the.calmest life : 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and. excessive, overturns 
All patience. He who, therefore, can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 
Our yet unwonnded enemies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
No less than for deliverance what we owe.' 

"Whereto, with look composed, Satan re> 
plied: 
* Not nninvented that, which thou aright 
Believest so main to our success, I bring. 
Which of us, who beholds the bright surface 
Of this cthereous mould whereon we stand. 
This continent of spacious heaven, adorn'd 
With plant, fruit, fiower ambrosial, gems, and 

gold: 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 
These things, as not to mind from whence thof 

grow. 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude 
Of spirituous and fiery spume ; till touch'd 
With heaven's ray, and temper'd, they shoot 

forth 
So beanteous, opening to the ambient light ? 
These, in their dark nativity, the deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame ; 
Which, into hollow engines, long and round, 



Thick-ramm'd, at the other bore with touch of 

fire 
Dilated and Infuriate, shall send forth 
From far, with thundering noise, among our 

foes. 
Such implements of mischief, as shall dash 
To pieces, and overwhelm, whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disorm'd 
Tlie Thunderer of nis only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shall be our labour : yet, ere dawn, 
Effect shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive ; 
Abandon fear ; to strength and counsel join'd 
Think nothing hard, much less to be despalr'd ' 
"He ended; and his words their drooping 

cheer 
Enllghten'd, and their langnlsh'd hope revived: 
The invention all admired, and each now he 
To be the inventor mlss*d ; so easy it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound most would have 

thought 
Impossible . yet, haply, of thy race. 
In future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one, intent on mischief, or inspired 
With devilish machination, might devise 
Like instrument to plague the sons of men 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew ; 
None arguing stood ; Innumerable hands 
Were ready : m a moment up they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 
The originals of nature in their crude 
Conception : sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found; they mingled, and, with subtle 

art. 
Concocted and adjusted, they reduced 
To blackest grain, and into store convey'd. 
Part hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone. 
Whereof to found their engines and their bulls 
Of missive ruin : part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 
So all, ere day-spring, under conscious night, 
Secret they tfnish'd, and in order set. 
With silent circumspection, nnespied. 
"Now when fair morn orient in heaven 

appear'd. 
Uprose the victor-angels, and to arms 
The matni trumpet sung: in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded ; ot lid's from the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and scouts each coast, light - 

armed, scour 
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe, 
Where lodged, or whither fled ; or if for fight, 
In motion or in halt ; him soon they met. 
Under spread ensigns, moving nigh. In slow 
Hut firm battalion: back, with speediest sail, 
Zophiel, of cherubim the swiftest wing. 
Came fiylng, and, in mid air, aloud thus cried : 
"'Arm, warriors, arm for fight; the foe at 

hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pur- 
suit. 
This day, fear not his flight ; so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face 1 see 
Sad resolution, and secure : let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield, 
Borne even or high; for this day will pour 

down, 
If I conjecture aught, no drizzlhig shower. 
But rattling storm of arrows barb'd with fire.* 
" So warn'd he them, aware themselves, and 

soon 
In order, quit of all impediment. 
Instant, without disturb, they took alarm. 
And onward moved embattled : when, behold! 
Not distant far, with heavy pace, the foe 
Approaching gross and huge, in hollow cobe. 
Training his devilish enginery, impaled 
On every side with shadowing squadrons deep^ 
To hide the fraud. At intervww Xsw^JoL^swaKA. 
Awl\Ue\ but%ua<QA'E:v^ v.WMiVA.v^Viwc''^ 
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Satan, and thus was heard cominandlnff loud : 

" ' Vanguard, to right and left the trunt unfold, 
That all may see, who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and coinposure, and with open breast 
Stand ready to receive them, if they tike 
Our oTertare, and turn nut back perverse : 
But that 1 doubt; liowever, witness heaven! 
Heaven, witness thou anon, while -we discharge 
Freely our part : ye, who appointed stand. 
Do as yon have in charge, and briefly tonch 
What we propound, and loud, that all may 
hear.' 
" So scoffing in ambignons words, he scarce 
Had ended, when to right and left tlie front 
Divided, and to either flank retired. 
Which to our eyes discover d, new and strange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars, laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seem'd. 
Or hollow'd bodies made of oak or fir. 
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain 

felld ,) 
Brass, Iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gaped on ns wide. 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind. 
A seraph stood, and m his hand a reed 
Stood waving, tipt -with tire, whiie we, sus- 
pense. 
Collected stood, within our thoughts amused. 
Not long; for sudden, all at once, ihelr reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent applied 
With nicest touch. Immediate in a flnme. 
But soon obscured with smoke, all heaven 

appear'd, 
From those deep-throated engines, bclch'd, 

whose roar 
Embowell'd with outrageous noise the nir, 
And all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
Their devilish glut, chain a thunderbolts and 

hail 
Of Iron globes ; which, on the victor host 
Levell d, with such impetuous fury smote. 
That whom they hit, none on their feet might 

stand. 
Though standing else as rocks ; but down they 

fell 
By thousands, angel on archangel roU'd, 
The sooner for their arms; uuarm'd, they 

might 
Have easily, as spirits, evaded swift 
By quick contraction or remove ; but now 
Foul dissipation follow'd, and forced rout ; 
Nor served it to relax their serried dies. 
What should they do? if on they rush'd, re- 
pulse 
Kepeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubled, would render them yet more despised, 
And to their foes a laughter ; for in view 
Stood rank'd of seraphim another row. 
In posture to displode their second tire 
Of thunder : back defeated to return 
They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their 

plight. 
And to his mates thus in derision call'd : 
"'O friends! why come not on these victors 

groud ? 
ilo they fierce were coming; and when 

we, 
To entertain them fair with open front, 
And breast (what could we more ?) propounded 

terms 
Of composition, straight they changed their 

minds. 
Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance; yet for a dunce they 

seem'd 
Somewhat extravagant and wild ; perhaps, 
For joy of offer'd peace-: but I suppose. 
If our proposals once again were lieard. 
We should compel them to a quick result.* 
"To whom thus Belial, in like gamesome 

mood: 
'Leader, the terms ve sent were terms of 

freights 



Of hard contents, and full of foree arged home; 
Such as we might perceive amused them All, 
And stumbled many : who receives them rtght. 
Had need from head to foot well understaud ; 
Not understood, this gift, they have besides. 
They shew us when our foes walknot upright.' 
" So they among themselves In pleasaufveln 
Stood scomng, heigbteu'd In their thoughts be- 
yond 
All doubt of victory . Eternal Might 
To match with their inventions they presumed 
So easy, and of His thunder made a scorn. 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
Awhile hi trouble: but they stood not long . 
Kage prompted them at lengtii, and found them 

arms 
Against such hellish mischief fit to oppose. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 
Which God hath in Ills mighty angels placed !) 
Their arms away th.y threw, and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety from heaven 
Of pleasure situate in hill and dale.) 
Light as the lightning glimpse, they ran, they 

flew. 
From their foundations loosening to and fro. 
They pluck'd the seated hills, with all their 

toad. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 
Uplifting, bore them in their hands: amaze, 
lie sure, and terror, seized the rebel host. 
When coraing»towards them so dread ihey saw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tnrn'd ; 
Tiil on those curaed engines' triple row 
They saw them 'whehu'd, and all tlicdr<»nfi- 

dence 
Under the weight of mountains burled deep ; 
Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 
Came shadowing, and oppress' d whole legions 

arm'd , 
Their armoar help'd their harm, crush'd in and 

bruised 
Into their substance pent, which wrought them 

pulii 
Implacable, nnd many a dolorous groan. 
Lung struggling underneath, ene they could 

wind 
Out of such prison, though spirits of purest 

light. 
Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 
The rest, in imitation, to like arms 
Betook them, and the uelghbonrlng hills up- 

tore : 
So hills amid the air cncounter'd hills, 
Hnrl'd to and fro with jaculatlon dire. 
That under ground they fought in dismal shade ; 
Infernal noise ! war seem'd a civil game 
To this uproar: horrid confusion heaped 
Upon confusion rose. And now all heaven 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread. 
Had not the Almighty Father, where He sits 
Shrined in His sanctuary of heaven secure. 
Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advised ; 
That His great purpose He might so fulfil. 
To honour His anointed Son avenged 
Upon His enemies ; and to declare 
All power on Him transferr'd : whence to His 

Son, 
The assessor of His throne. He thus began : 

" ' Effulgence of my glory, .Son beloved. 
Son, in whose face Invisible is beheld 
Visibly what bv Deity I am. 
And in whose hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnii>otence! two days are past. 
Two days, as we compute the days of heaven. 
Since Michael and his powers went forth to 

tame 
Tliese disobedient: sore hath been their fight. 
As likeliest was, when two such foes met arm'd ; 
For to themselves I left them ; and Thou 

know'st. 
Equal in their creation they were f orm'd, 
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Save what sin hath Impalr'd, which yet hod 

wroagbt 
Insensibly, (or I uupend their doom ; 
Whence in perpetual fight tbcy needs mast last 
Endless, and no solution will be found : 
War wearied hath perform'd what war can do, 
And to disorder'd rage let loose the reins. 
With mountains, as with weapons, arm d; which 

makes 
Wild work in heaven, and dangerous to the 

main. 
Two davs are, therefore, past, the third is 

Thine: 
For Thoe I have ordain'd it ; and thus far 
Have suffer'd, that the glory may be Thine 
Of ending this great war, since none but Thou 
Can end It. Into Thee such virtue and grace 
immense I have transfused, that all may know 
in heaven and hell Thy power above compare : 
And this perverse commotion govem'd thus, 
To manifest Thee worthiest to be Heir 
Of all things : to be HeUr and to be King 
By sacred unction. Thy deserved right. 
Go, then. Thou Mightiest, m Thy Father's 

might ; 
Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That shako heaven s basis, brhig forth all my 

war. 
My bow and thunder ; my almighty arms 
(iirdon, and sword upon Thy puissant thigh : 
Pursue these sons ot darkness, drive them out 
From all heaven's bonnds into the utter deep; 
There lot them learn, as likes them, to despise 
God, and Messiah, His anointed King* 

" He said, and on His Son with rays direet 
Shone full: He all His Father full cxpress'd, 
ineffably into His face received ; 
And thus the filial Godhead answering spake . 

'' ' O Father, O Supreme o( heavenly thrones. 
First, Highest, Holiest, Best, Thou always 

seekst 
To Glorify Thy Son : 1 always Thee. 
As IS most just; this 1 my gior>- account, 
My exattation, and my whole deiipht. 
That Thou, in me well pleased, dcclarest Thy 

will 
Fulflird, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 
Soeptre and power, Tliy giving, I assume. 
And gladlier shall resign, when in the end 
Thou Shalt be all in all, and 1 in Thee 
For ever, and in me all whom Thou luvest : 
But whom Thou hatest, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I pnt Thy mildness on. 
Image ot Thee tn all things; and shall soon, 
Arm^d with Thy might, rid heaven of these 

rebeird : 
To their prepared ill mansion driven down. 
To chains of darkness, and the undying worm ; 
That from Thy Just obedience could revolt, 
Whom to obey is happiness entire. 
Then shall Thy saints, unmlx'd, and from the 

impure 
Far separate, circling Thyholy mount, 
Unfeignec* hallelnjahs to Thee sing, 
Hymns of high praise, and I among them chief.' 

** So said. He, o'er His sceptre bowing, rose 
From the right hand of glory where He sat ; 
And the third sacred morn began to shine, • 
Dawning through heaven, lorth rush'd with 

whirlwind sound ' 

The chariot of Paternal Deity, 
Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel un- 
drawn. 
Itself instinct with spirit, but convoy'd 
By four cherubic shapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous; as with stars, their bodies all. 
And wings, wctc set with eyes ; with eyes the 

wheels 
Of bervl, and careering fires between; 
Over their heads a crystal firmament, 
Whereon a sapphire tnrone. Inlaid with pure 
AfDber, and colours of the showery arch. 
He, in celestial panoply all arm'd 



Of radiant Uriio, work divinely wrought, 

Ascended: at His right hand victory 

Sat, eagie-wing'd ; beside Him hung His bow 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder stored ; 

And from about Him fierce effusion roll'd 

Of smoke, and bickering flame, and sparkles 

dire: 
Attended with ten thousand thousand saints, 
He onward came . far off His coming shone : 
And twcntv thousand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God. half on each hand, were seen : 
He on the wings of cherub rode sublime 
On the crysttHline sky, in sapphire throned. 
Illustrious far and wide: but by His own 
First seen ; them nnexpected Joy surprised, 
When the great ensign of Messiah blazed 
Aloft, by angels borne. His sign in heaven: 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduced 
His army, circnrafused on either wing. 
Under their Head embodied all hi one 
Before Him Power Divine His way prepared ; 
At His command the uprooted hills retired 
Each to his place; they heard Hu voice, and 

went 
Obscquions: heaven His wonted face renewed. 
And with fresh flow'rets hill and valley smiled. 
"This saw His hapless foes, but stood 
obdured. 
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers. 
Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. 
In heavenly spirits could such perverseness 

dwell? 
But to convince the proud what signs avail. 
Or wonders move, the obdurate to relent ? 
They, harden'd more by what might most re- 
claim, 
Grieving to see His glory, at the sight 
Took envy : and, aspiring to His height. 
.Stood re-embattled fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 
Against God and Messiah, or to fail 
In universal ruin last : and now 
To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 
Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
To ail His host on either hand thus spake : 
*' 'Stand still in bright array, ye saints ; here- 
' stand. 
Ye angels arra'd : this day from battle rest : 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in His righteous cause: 
And as ye have received, so have ye done, 
Invincibly ; but of this cursed crew 
Tlie punishment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is His, or whose He sole appoints ; 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd, 
Nor multitude ; stand only and behold 
(iod's indignation on these godless ponr'd 
By me; not you, but me, they have despised. 
Yet envied ; against me is all their rage. 
Because the Father, to whom, in heaven 

supreme. 
Kingdom, and power, and glory, appertain, 
Hutli honour'd me, according to His will. 
Therefore to me their doom He hath asslgn*d : 
'I hat they may have their wish, to try wltli nie 
In battle which the stronger proves ; they all, 
Or I alone against them ; since by strength 
They measure all. of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe.' 

*' So spake the Son, and Into terror changed 
His connt'nance, too severe to be beheld. 
And full of wrath bent on His enemies. 
At once the four spread out their starry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and tne orbs 
Of His fierce chariot foU'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent /loods, or of a numerous host. 
He on His impious foes right onward drove, 
(}loomy as night : under His burning wheels 
The steadfast empyrean shook throughout. 
All but the throne Itself of God. Full soon 
Among them He arrived ; in HUxV^VYckcv^ 
Grasping teu U\ou^ti^ x\v>xTA«%^^«««Ja.\Vi, ^^x*.. 
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Before Him, inch as In their souls Infixed 
Plagues : they, astonish'd. all resistance lost, 
All courage : down their idle weapons dropt; 
O'er shields, and helms, ami helmed heads He 

rode 
Of thrones and mighty seraphim prostrUte : 
That wlsh'd the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them, as a shelter from H in ire. 
^or less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fonrfold-vlsaged four 
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes; 
One spirit in them ruled, and every eye 
Glared lightning, and shot forth penilcions Are 
Among the accursed, that wither'd all their 

strength, 
And of their wonted vigour left them draln'd. 
Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fail'n. 
Yet half His strength He put not forth, but 

check'd 
His thunder In mid volley : for He meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven : 
The overthrown He raised, and as a herd 
Of goats or timorous flock together thron'd. 
Drove them before HUn, thunderstruck, pur- 
sued 
With terrors, and with furies, to the bounds 
And crystal wall of heaven; which, opening 

wide, 
Roird Inward, and a spacious gap disclosed 
Into the wasteful deep : the monstrous sight 
Struck them with horror backward, but far 

worse 
Urged them behind: headlong themselves they 

threw 
Down from the verge of heaven ; eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit. 

** Hell heard the nnsnfferable noise ; hell saw 
Heaven ruining from heaven, and would have 

fled 
Affrighted : but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 
Nine days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confoaioa In their fall 



Through his wild anarchy ; so huge a rout 
Encumber'd him with ruin. Hell at Inst, 
Yawning, received them whole, and on them 

closed* 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire / 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disburden'd heaven rejoiced, and soon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roU'd. 

"Sole Victor, from the expulsion of His foes, 
Messiah His triumphal chariot tum'd ; 
To meet Him, all His saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of His almighty acts, 
with jubilee advanced ; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright 
Sung triumph, and Him sung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to Him dominion given. 
Worthiest to reign. He, celebrated, rode 
Triumphant through mid heaven, into the 

courts 
And temple of His mightv Father throned 
On high; who into glory 'Him received. 
Where now He sits at tne right hand of bliss. 
'' Thus measuring things in heaveu by things 

on earth, 
At thy request, and that thou may'st beware 
Hy what is past, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have else to human race been 

hid: 
The discord which befei, and war in heaven 
Among the angelic powers, and the deep fall 
Of those, too high aspiring, who rebeird 
With .Satan; he who envies now thy state. 
Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that with him. 
Bereaved of happiness, thou may'st partake 
His punishment, eternal miserv ; 
Which would be all his solace and revenge. 
As a despite done against the Most High, 
Tliee once to gain companion of his wue. 
But listen not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to have heard. 
By terrible example, the reward 
Or disobedience ; firm they might have stood. 
Yet fell; remember, and tear to traoBgress." 
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BOOK vn. 

Baphakl, at the reqaeit of Adam, relates how and wherefore this world was first created; that 
God, after the expelling of Hutan and his angeU ont of heaven, declared His pleasore to create 
another worid, and other creatures to dwell therein ; sends His 8on with glory, and attendance 
of angels, to perform the work of creation In six days : the anguls celebrate with hymns the 
performance thereof, and His reasccnslon into heaven 



Desckxd from heaven, Urania, by that name 
H rightly thou art called, whose voice divine 
Following, above the Olympian hill 1 sour. 
Above the flight of Fegas^an wing. 
The meanlnc, not the name, 1 call : for thoa 
Nor of the Moses nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'st; but heavcnly-bom. 
Before the hills appear'd, or fountain tlow'd, 
Thou with Eternal Wisdom didst converse, 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst piny 
In presence of the Almighty Father, pleased 
With thy celestial song, up led by thee. 
Into the heaven of heavens I have presumed, 
An earthly guest, nnd drawn empyreal ntr. 
Thy tempering. With like safety guided down, 
Itctum me to my native element ; 
Lest from this flying steed nnreln'd (as once 
Bcllerophon, though from a lower clime,) 
IMsmonnted, on the Aleian field I (all, 
JSrroneons there to wander, and forlorn. 
Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 
Within the visible diurnal sphere; 
Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 
More safe I sing with mortal voice unchanged 
To hoarse or mute, though faU'n on evil (lays. 
On evil days though fall'n, and evil tongues ; 
Jn darkness, and with dangers compass'd roundt 
And solitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
Visit*8t my slumbers nightly, or when mom 
Purples the east : still govern thou my song, 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 
But drive far off the barbarous dissonance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thraclan bard 
In Khodop^, where woods and rocks had cars 
To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 
Both harp and voice; nor could the muse de- 
fend 
Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores ; 
For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 
Say, goddess, what ensued when Raphael, 
The affable archangel, bad forewarn d 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostasy, by what befel In heaven 
To those apostates ; lest the like befal 
In Paradise to Adam or his race. 
Charged not to touch the interdicted tree. 
If they transgress, and slight that solo com- 
mand. 
So easily obeyed amid the choice 
Of all tastes else to please their appetite, 
Thoufl^ wandering. He, with his consorted 

Eve, 
The story heard attentive, and was fllfd 
With admiration and deep muse, to hear 
Of things so high and strange ; things to their 

thought 
So imimaginable as hate in heaven. 
And war so near the peace of God In bliss. 
With such confusion : but the evil soon 
Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 
From whom it sprnng, impossible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repeol'd 
The doubts that in his heart arose : and now 
Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
What nearer might concern him, how this 

world 
Of heaven and earth conspicuous first began ; 
When, nnd whereof created : for what cause ; 
What within Edeh, or without, was done 
Before his memory : as one, whose drought 
Yet scarce allay'd, still eyes the current 
stream, 



Whose liquid murmur heard, new thirst ex- 
cites. 
Proceeded thus to ask his heavenly guest : 
"Great things, and full of wonder in our 
ears. 
Far differing from this world, thou hast re- 

veal'd. 
Divine interpreter! by favour sent 
Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 
Us timely of what might else have been our 

loss. 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not 

reach; 
For which, to the Infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and His admonlnhment 
Ueceive, with solemn purpose to observe 
liiiinntably His sov'reign, will the end 
Of what wo are. But since thou hast vouch- 
safed 
Gently, for our Instruction, to Impart 
Things above earthly thought, wliich yet con- 

cern'd 
Our knowing, as to highest Wisdom seem'd. 
Deign to descend now lower, and rehite 
What may no less, perhaps, avail us known : 
How first began this heaven which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving fires adom'd 
Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills 
Ail space, the ambient air wide Interfused, 
Embracing round this florid earth : what cause 
Moved the Creator. In His holy rest 
Throngh all eternity, so late to build 
In Chaos; and the work begun, how soon 
Absolved : if unforbid thou nmy'st unfold 
What we. not to explore the secrets, ask 
Of His eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify His works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to rim 
Much of his race, though steep; susjiense In 

heaven. 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, 
And longer will delay, to hear thee tell 
His generation, and tlie rising birth 
Of nature from the nnapparent deep: 
Or if the star of evening and the moon 
Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring 
Silence ; and sleep, list'ning to thee, will watch ; 
Or we can bid his absence, till thy r'oiig 
End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine '* 

Thus Adam his illustrious guest l>c8ought , 
And thus the godlike angel answer'd miUi : 

"This also thy request, with caution ask'd. 
Obtain ; though, to recount almighty works. 
What words or tongue of seraph eo^i sufllcc. 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend? 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may 

serve 
To glorify the Maker, and Infer 
Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing: such commission from above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond, abstain 
To ask ; nor let thine own Inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd. which the Invisible King, 
Only omniscient, hath suppressed in night. 
To none communicable in earth or heaven : 
Enough is left besides to search and know ; 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folh', as nourlshmftwtV^^Vsv's- _ 

»* Know ttien, \\v«^^> »^^« \*\s5i\Vfcx VxwxV'ssm^*^ 
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(So call liim, brighter once nmidst the host 
iH angels, than that star the stars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and tne great Son return'd 
Victorious with UIb saints, the Omnipotaut 
Eternal Father from Ills throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to His Son thus spake : 
'**At least our envious foe hath fail'd, who 

thought 
All like himself rebellious; by whose aid 
This inaccessible high strength, fhe scat 
Of Deity supreme, us dispossessed, 
He trusted to have seized, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no 

more. 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I see, 
l^eir station; heaven, yet populous, retains 
Number sufficient to possess her reahns 
Though wide and this high temple to frequent 
With mlnisterics due, and solemn rites : 
Hut, lest his heart exalt him in the harm 
Already done, to have dispeopled heaven, 
Mv damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
Tliat detriment, if such it be, to lose 
Self-lost ; and in a moment will create 
Another world, out of one man a race 
Of men innumerable, tliere to dwell. 
Not here; till by degrees of merit raised, 
They open to tlieraselves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience tried : 
And earth be changed to heaven, and heaven to 

earth. 
One kingdom, joy and union without .end. 
Meanwhile, inhabit lax, ye powers of heaven ; 
And Thou, my Word, begotten Son, by Thee 
This I perform ; speak Thousand be it done ! 
My overshadowing Spirit and might with Thee 
1 send along; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heaven and earth ; 
Iinundlc^s the deep, because 1 Am, who fill 
Infinitude ; nor vacuous tlie space. 
Though 1, uncircumscribed myself, retire. 
And put not forth my goodness, which is free 
To act or not ; necessity and chance 
Approach not me, and what I will Ls fate.' 
''So spake the Almighty, and to what He 

spake, 
His word, the filial Godhead, gave effect. 
Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Tlian time or motion ; but to human ears 
Cannot without process of speech be told, 
So told as earthly notion can receive, 
(treat triumph and rejoicing were in heaven, 
Wlien such was heard declared the Almighty's 

will! 
Glory they sung to the Most Higti. good-will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory to Him, whose just avenging ire 
Hud driven out the ungodly from His sight 
And the habitations oftlte just; to Him 

< ilorv and praise, wMiose wisdom had ordaln'd 

< rood out uf evil to create ; instead 

Of spirits malign, a better race to bring 
into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 
His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

" So sang tlie hierarchies : meanwhile the Son 
On Ills great expcditicm now appear'd. 
Girt with omnij)otencc, with radiance crown'd 

< >f majesty divine : sapience and love 

I inmensc, and all His Father In Him shone. 
About His chariut numberless were pour'd 
Cherub and sera))h, potentates and thrones. 
And virtues, winged spirits, and chariots wlng'd 
From the armoury of God; where stand of old 
Myriads, between two iirazen mountains lodged 
Against a solemn day, harness'd at hand. 
Celestial equipage: and now came fortlu 
Spontaneous, for withia them spirit lived. 
Attendant on their Lord: heaven opcn'd wide 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious sound ! 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory in His powerful Word 
-'ind Spirit, coming to create new worlds. 



On heavenly ground I hey stood , and from the 

shore 
They view'd the vast immeasurable abvss, 
Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild. 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious wmds 
And surging waves, as mountains, lo assault 
Heaven's height, and With the centre uux fhe 

pole. 
" ' Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou d«ep, 

Seace.' 
len the omniflc Word : 'your discord andT 
Nor stay'd; but on the wings of cliembim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn ; 
For Chaos heard his voice : Him ail His trsin 
Follow'd in bright procession, to behold 
( 'reatlon, and tne wonders of His migbt. 
Then stay'd the fervid wheels, and m His band 
He took the golden compasses, prepared 
In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
lliis universe, and all created things.: 
One foot he centred, and the other turn'd 
Hound the vast profundity obscure : 
And said, 'Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 
'ITiis be thy just circuraference, O worid!' 
Thus God the heaven created, thus the earth. 
Matter nnform'd and void : darkness profound 
Coverd the abyss ; but on the watei*y calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of (lOd outspread. 
And vital virtue infused, and vital warmth. 
Tliroughout the fluid mass ; but downward 

purged 
The black, tartarcous, cold, infernal dregs. 
Adverse to life : then founded, then conglobed 
Like things to like ; the rest to several place 
Disparted, and between spun out the air ; 
And earth, seif-baiaiiced, on her centre nung. 
" ' Let there be Ught,' said God; and forth wt 

light 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure. 
Sprung from the deep ; and from her native east 
To journey through tiiCASry gloom began, 
Spiiered in a radiant cloud ; for yet the sun 
Was not : she In a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God saw the light was 

good; 
And light irom darkness bv the hemisphere 
Divided: light, the day, and darkness, night. 
He named. Thus was me first day even and 

mom: 
Nor pass'd uncelebrated, nor unhung 
By the celestial choirs, when orient light 
F:xlialing first from darkness thcv behehl; 
Ulrth-day of heaven and earth * with Joy and 

shout 
Tlie hollow universal orb they flll'd. 
And touch*d their golden hai'ps, and bymnfaiff 

praised 
God and His works : Creator Hhn they snng. 
Uoth when first evening was, and when first 

morn. 
" * Again, God said, ' Let there be firmament 
.Vmid tlie waters, and let it divide 
Tlie waters from the waters ;' and God made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid pure, 
Transparent, elemental air, diffused 
In circuit to the uttermost convex 
Of this great round; partition firm and sure. 
The waters underneath from those above 
Dividing: for as earth, so He the world 
Built on circumfiuous waters, calm, in wide 
Crystalline ocean, and the loud misrule 
Of Chaos far removed ; lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame : 
And heaven He named tlie firmament. So even 
And morning chorus sung the second day. 
" Tlie earth was form'd, but in the womb as 

yet 
Of waters, embryon immature Involved, 
Appear'd not ; over ail the face of earth 
.Main ocean flow'd, not Idle : but. with wanp 
Prolific humour softening all her globe. 
Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
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Satiate with genial inolntiire ; when God Mid, 
-* Be gnther'd nuw, ye waters auder heaven, . 
Jtito one place, and let dry land appear.' 
JmDMdlately the uioantainA huge aptwnr 
Emergent, and their broad bare badui upheave 
Into the clooda : tboir topemicend the uliy : 
So high as heaved the tmnld hills, so low 
Down snnk a hollow bottom bntad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they 
Hasted with glad precipltnnce, nproird. 
As drop* on dnst eonglnbing from the dry ; 
l^srt rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct, 
fur liaste : sach flight the gruat commnnd im- 
pressed 
On the swtft floods : as armies at the cnll 
■Of trumpet (for of ermles lliou hast heard) I 

'Troop to their standard : so the watery i liron?, I 
Wave ToUiug after wave, where way liicy 

found . 
If steep, with torrent rapture : If through pl.iin, 
Hcrft ebbing: nor withstood them rock or hill ; 
lint they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With serpent error wandering, found their way, 
And on the washy ooze deep channels wore ; 
Easy, ere God had bid the gntnnd be dry. 
All but within those banks, where riven* now 
Stream, and perpetnal draw tlieir humid tmin. 
The dry land, canh ; and the sreat receptacle 
Of congregated waters, lie call'd seas : 
And saw that It was good , and saKi, ' Lot the 

earth 
i*at tortn the verdant prass, herb yieidinf; seed, 
And fruit-tree yielding; iruit after her kind. 
Whose seed is in nerfelf upon the earth/ 
lie scarce bad said, when the bare earth, till 

then 
Desert and bare, unsiglitly. unadorn'd. 
Brought forth the tender grass, whose verdure 

clad 
Hernniversal face with pleasant green ; 
Tlien herbs of every leaf, that smiden flower'd, 
Openmg their various colours, and made g:iiy 
ller bosom, smelling sweet; and, these scurcc 

olown. 
Forth flourish'd thick the cinstering vine, forth 

creut 
The swelling gourd, up etood the corny reed 
Embattled in her Held, and the humble sliruh, 
.vnd bush with frizzled hair implicit: Inst 
Rose, as In dance, the statelv trees, and spread 
Thenr branches, bung with copious truit, or 

gemm'd 
Their blossoms : with high woods the hills were 

crown'd. 
With tults the valleys, and each fountain side; 
With borders long the rivers : iimt enrtii now 
Seem'd like to heaven, a seat where gods might 

dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 
Her sacred shades; though God had yet not 

rain'd 
Upon the earth, and man to tillthe ground 
None was : but from the -earth a dewy mist 
Went np, and watur'd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the Held, which, ere it was in the 

earth, 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green stem. God saw that it was good: 
So even and mom recorded the tliird day. 
*' Again the Almighty spake, 'Let there be 

lights 
High in the expanse of heaven, to divide 
The day from night : and let them be for signs. 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heaven. 
To give light on the earth :' and it was so. 
And God made two great lights, great for their 

use 
To man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night, altem : and made the stars, 
And set them in the Urmament of heaven 
To illnmteate the earth, and rule the day 



In their vteissltiMle, and rule the night, 

.\nd light from darkness to divide. <.;od saw, 

Surveviug His gn>nt work, that it was good : 

For, of celestial bodies, first the sun, 

A mighty sphere. He fnime<l, nnlightsome first. 

Though of ethereal mould; then form'd th€> 

moon 
Globose, and every magnitude of stars. 
And sow'd with stars the heaven, thick as n 

field : 
Of light by far the greater part He took, 
Transpbinted from her cloudy shrine, and 

placed 
In the sun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid ll^ht : firm to retain 
Her gather'd l>ettins. great palace now of light. 
Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw llpht. 
And hence the morning planet pllds hor horns; 
Hy tincture or reflection they augment 
Tlieir small peculiar, thouKirfroni human sight 
S(i far remote, with diminution seen. 
First in his east the glorions lamp wos seen, 
Regent of day, and all the horizon ronnd 
Invested with bright rays, jocund to run 
His longitude through heavens highroad: the 

gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades, before him danced. 
Shedding sweet influence : less bright the moon. 
But opposite in levell'd west was set. 
His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
Fn)m him : for other liprht she needed none 
In that aspect, and still that distance keeps 
Till night ; then In the east her turn she bhinef:. 
Revolved on heaven's great axle, and her n-igii 
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds. 
With thousand thousand stars, that then 

aopear'd 
Spangling the hemisphere : the first adom'd 
With her bright luminaries, that set and rose. 
< Glad evening and glud ii.orn crown d the fom'tli 
! day. 

I " And (iod said, ' Let the waters rencrate 
. Reptile witli spawn ahundant. livirg sonl * 
' And let fi»wi fly at o e the earth, witii wings 
Displayed on tni- open firmament of heaven.' 
' .\iid (sud created tlic great whales, and each 
Soul living, each tiiat crept, wliieh pienteously 
The waters generated I y their kinds; 
. And every bird of wing after his kind : 
And saw that it was good, and biess'd them, 

saying. 
• Be fruitful, multiply, and in the feas. 
.Vnd lakes, and running stwanis. the waters fill : 
And let the fowl be multiplied on »he earth.' 
Forthwith ti.e sounds t.nd ^eas, each creek and 

bay, 
With fry Innumerable swarm, and shoals 
Of fish that, with their fins, and shining scales, 
(tilde under the green wave, in sculls that olt 
Hank the mid-sea : part single, or with mate, 
.Graze the sea-weed their pasture, and through 

grove 
Of coial stray; or. sporting with quick glance. 
Shew to the sun their waved coats, dropt with 

gold: 
Or, in their pearly shells rt erse, attend 
M ist nutriment; or under rocks tlieir food, 
in Jointed armour wj.tch: on smooth, the Feal 
And bended dolphins j.lay : part, huge ol bulk. 
Wrllowinu nnwleldy, enormous in their gait, 
Tempest the ocenn :* there leviat. an, 
Ilupest of llv ng creatures, on the deep 
St'etch'd Mke a promontory, sleeps or swims, 
*nd s ems a moving land; and at his gills 
Draws in, and at his t unk spouts mit, a sea. 
Mennwhile the tepid caves, and !e s, and • 

shores, 
Their br od as numerous ha:ch from the egg 

that soon. 
Bursting with kindly lupture, fort!' dl?c\wsi«k 
'Ihelr callow -youiv^v \i\\\. \^VLVwix^<i. ^s^vi v^ \ss\<i^ 
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Thoj snmm'd their pens ; and, soaring the air 

sublime, 
With clang despised tlie. ground, under a cload 
In prospect: mere the eagle and the stork 
On cliffs and cedar-tops their eyries build : 
Part looseiy wing the region ; part, more wise, 
Jn common, ranged In figure, wedge meir way, 
intelligent ot seasons, and set forth 
Their aerv caravan, high over seas 
Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 
Easing ilieir flight ; so steers the prudent crane 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 
Floats H8 they pass, laun d wit'i nnnnmber d 

plumes; 
From brniicn to branch lae smaller birds with 

song 
Solaced the woods, and spread their painted 

wings 
Till even ; nor then the solemn nightingale 
Ceased warbling, but ail night tuned her soft 

lays : 
Others, on silver laltes and rivers, bathed 
Their downy breast, the swan with arched 

Between her white wings, mantling proudly, 

rows 
Her state with oarv feet; yet oft they quit 
The dank, and, rising on stiff pennons, tower 
The mid aerial sky ; others on ground 
Walk'd Arm. the crested cock, wuose clarion 

sounds 
The silent hours; and the o her, whose gay 

train 
Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 
Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters thus 
With fish replenished, and the air with fowl, 
Evening and morn soieumised the fifth day. 

"The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening harps and matin ; when God said, 
'Let the earth bring icrth s^ul living in her 

kind. 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the 

earth. 
Each in their kind.' The earth obey'd, and 

straiuht 
Opening her fertile womb, teem'd at a birth 
Innnmerons living creatures, perfect forms 
Limb*d and full-grown : out of the ground up 

rose. 
As from his Inir. the wild beast, where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they 

The cattle in*the fields and meadows green : 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pasinring at once, and in broad herds up- 
sprung. 
The grassy clods now calved ; now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then springs, as broke from 

bonds. 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane; the 

ounce. 
The llbbard, and the tiger, as the mole 
Kising. the crumbled eartii above them threw 
In hillocks : the swift sta-.* from under ground 
Bore up i is branching iieud; scarce from his 

mould 
Behemoth, biggest born of rarth, upheaved 
Hiavastness; fleeced the flocks, and bleating, 

rose 
As plants ; ambiguous between sea and land. 
The river-horse, and scaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever cr.-eps the ground, 
Insect or worm : those waved their Uml>er fans 
For wings, and smallest lineamentts exact 
In all the liveries deck'd of summer's pride. 
With spots of gold and purple, azure and green: 
These, as a line, their long dimension drew. 
Streaking the ground with sinuous trace : not 

aU 
Minims of nature : some of serpent kind, 
Woadrous la length and corpulence, involved 



Their snaky folds, and added wings. First 

crept 
The parslmonioiu emmet, provident 
Of future : in sm^ll room large heart enclosed ; 
Pattern of jost eqoahty, perliaps. 
Hereafter, Join'a in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : swarming, next appear'd 
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 
Dcitclonsiy, and bmlds her waxen cells 
With honey stored: the rest are numberless 
And thou their natures luiow*st, and gorest 

them names. 
Needless to thee repeated : nor unknown 
The serpent, subtlest beast ot all the field. 
Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes 
Ajid hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 
"Now heaven in ail her glory shooe, and 

roll'd 
Her motions, as the great first Mover's hand 
First wheerd their coiu'sc. earth in her rich 

attire 
Consummate lovely smiled ; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flown, was swum, was 

walk'd; 
Frequent: and of the sixth day yet remained; 
There wanted yet the master-work, the end 
Of all yet done ; a creature, who, not prone 
And brute, as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His stature, and upright, with front serene, 
Govern the rest, self-knowing ; and from 

thence 
Magnanimous, to correspond with heaven: 
But grateful to acknowledge whence His good 
Descends; thither, with heart, and voice, and 

eyes. 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God Supreme, who made him 

chief 
Of all His works: therefore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not He 
Present?) thus to His Son audibly spake: 

" 'Let us make now man in our image, man 
In our similitude, and let them rule 
Over the fish and fowl of sea and air. 
Beast of the field, and over all the earth. 
And every creeping thing tliat creeps the 

ground.* 
This said. He form'd thee, Adam, thee, O man. 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breathed 
The breath of life ; in His own image He 
Created thee, in the image of God 
Express : and thou becainest a living souL 
Male He created thee : but thy consort. 
Female, for race: then bless'd mankind, and 

said. 
* Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of the air. 
And every living thing that moves on the 

earth.' 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet distinct by name, thence, as then 

know'st. 
He brought thee Into this delicious grove. 
This garden planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taste ; 
And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 
Gave thee : all sorts are here that all the earth 

yields. 
Variety without end ; but of the tree. 
Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and 

evil. 
Thou may'st not ; in the day thou eat'st, tliou 

diost: 
Death is the penalty Imposed : beware. 
And govern well thy appetite: lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her ohick atten<lant. Death. 
"Here flulsh'd He, and all that Ho had 

made 
'View'd, and behold all was entirely good; 
So even and mom accom))lish'd tlie sixth day: 
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Tet not till the Creator, from His work 
JOeslstlng. thongh anwearled, np returned, 
Up to the heaven of heavens. His high atxKlef 
Thenoe to behold this new-created world. 
The addition of His empire, how it shew'd 
In ikrosnect from His throne, how good, how 

Answering His great idea. Up He rode. 
Followed with acclamation, and the sound 
Symphonioas of ten thousand harps, that timed 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 
itesonnded (thou remember st, for thou 

heardst,) 
The heavens and all the constellations mng, 
The planets in their station listening stood, 
While the bright pomp ascended Jubilant. 
'Open, je everlasting gates!' ttiey sung: 
'Open, ye heavens! your living doors; let 

in 
The great Creator, from His work return d 
Magnificent. His six days' work, a world : 
Open, and henceforth oft ; for (;otl will deign 
To visit oft the dwellings of Jnst nipii. 
Delighted: and with frequent intercourse 
Thither will send His winged meHsentrers 
On errands of supernal grace.' So ««ung 
The glorious train ascending: He, through 

heaven. 
That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 
To God's eternal house direct the wav ; 
A broad and ample road, whose dnst'is g(»ld. 
And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear. 
Seen m the galaxy, that milky wav 
Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou seest 
Powder'd with stars. Aud now on earth the 

seventh 
Evening arose in Eden, lor the sun 
Wns set. and twilight from the ea«»t came on. 
Forerunning night, when at the holy mount 
Of heaven's high-seated ton, the imperial throne 
Of Godhead flx'd for ever firm and sure. 
The filial Power arrived, and sat Him down 
With his great Father, for He also went 
Invisible, yet stay'd (such privilege 
Hath Omnipresence.) and the work ordaln'd. 
Author and end of all things: and, from work 
^*ow resting, bless'd and hallow'd the seventh 

day. 
As resting on that day from all His work ; 
But not in silence holy kept : the harp 
Had wori^, and rested not; the solemn pipe. 



And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop. 
All sounds on fret by string or golden wire, 
Temper'd soft tunings, intermix'd with voice 
Choral or unison : of incense clouds. 
Fuming from golden censers, hid the mount. 
Creation and me six days' acts they sung: 
' Great are Thy works, Jehovah ! infinite 
Thy power ! what thought can measure TUcc, 

or tongue 
Relate thee 'i Greater now in thy return 
Than from the giant angels : Thee that day 
Thy thunders magnified ; but to create 
Is greater than, created, to destroy. 
W^bo can impair Thee, Mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire r easily the proud attempt 
Of spirits apostate, and their counsels vain. 
Thou hast repell'd; while impiously they 

thought 
Thee'to dlmhilsh, and from Thee withdraw 
The number of Tliy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen Thee, against his purpose serves 
To manifest the more Thy might : his evil 
Thou usest, aiid from thence creatcst more 

good. 
Witness this new-made world, another heaven. 
From heaven-gate not far, founded, in view, 
On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea ; 
Of amplitude almost immcnso. with stars 
>iumerous. and everv star, perhaps, a world 
Of distilled habitation : but Tiiou know'st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of men, 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfuscd. 
Their piciisant dwelling-place. Thrice happy 

men 
And sons of men, whom God hath thus ad- 
vanced ! 
Created In His Image there to dwell 
And worship Him: and in reward to rule 
Over His works, on earth, In sea, or air. 
And multiply a race of woi-shlppers 
Holy and just: thrice happy, if thev know 
Their happiness, and persevere upr'iglit !' 

" So sung the they, and the empyrean rung 
Witli hallelujahs: thus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy request think now f ulflU'd, that ask'd 
How first this world and face of things began, 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning : that posterity. ' 
Inform'd by thee, might know: if else thoa 

seek'st 
Aught not surpassing human measure, say." 
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BOOK VIII. 

Adam Inqnlrcs concerning celesttnl motions; is doubtfully answered, and exhorted to search mther 
things more worthy of knowledge ; Adnm assents ; and, still desirous to detain Riiphael, re* 
hitestohiin what he remembered since his own creation: his placing in Paradise; Us talk 
(v^ith God conccntlng soUtado and flt society: his first meeting and nupthUs with £ve; bis dis- 
course with the .mgel thereupon, who, after admoiUtions repeated, 4eparts. 



TnK angel ended, and In Adam's ear 

So charming left his vi>ice, that he awhile 

Thought him still speaking, still stood fixed to 

hear ; 
Then, as now-waked, thus gratefnlly replied : 

" What thunks sufficient, or what recompense 
Kqnal, have I to render thee, divine 
Historian, who thus largely hast allay'd 
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsafed 
This friendly condescension, to relate 
Things else by me unsearchahlo ; now heard 
With wonder, bnt delight, and, as is due, 
JVVlth glory attributed to the high 
♦Creator? Sometiiing yet of dout)t remains. 
Which only thy solution can resolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 
•Of heaven and earth consisting, and com- 
pute 
Their magnitudes : this earth, a spot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compared 
And all her numbered stars, that seem to roll 
Spaces Incomprehensible (for such 
'Their distance nrgues, and their swift rotnrn 
Diui-nal), merely to oiflclate light 
Kound this opacoas earth, this punctnal spot. 
One day and night; in all their vast snrvey 
Useless besides ; reasoning, I oft admire. 
How nature, wise and frugal, could connnit 
i^uch disproportions, with superfluous hand 
So many nobler bodies to create, 
Greater, so manifold, to this one use, 
For aught appears, and on their orbs impose 
Such restless revolution, day by day 
Kepeated ; while the sedentary earth, 
That better might with far less compass move. 
Served by more noble than herself, attains 
Her end without least motion, and receives. 
As tribute, such a sumless journey bnmgiu 
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light; 
JSpeed, to describe whoso swiftness number 

fails." 
:So spake our sire, and by his countenance 

seem'd 
Entering on studious thoughts abstruse ; which 

Eve 
rerceivlncr. where she sat retired in sight, 
With lowliness majestic from her seat. 
And grace that one who saw to wish her stay, 
Kose, and went forth among her fruits and 

flowers. 
To visit how thev prospcr'd, bnd and bloom. 
Her nursery : they at her commg sprung. 
And, touch'd by her fair tendance, gladlier 

grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her car 
Of what was high : such pleasure she reserved, 
Adam relating, she sole auditress; 
Her hnsband the relater she preferr'd 
liefore tiie angel, and of him to ask 
•Chose rather; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 
With conjugal caresses : from his lip 
Not words alone pleased her. O ! when meet 

now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join d ? 
AVith goddess-like demeanour forth «he went, 
Not Nuattended ; for on her, as queen, 
A pomp of winning graces waited still. 
And from about her shot darts of desire 
Into nil eyes, to wish her still in sight. 
And Kaphael now, to Adam's doubt proposed, 
Ofenevoleat and lucile thus replied: 



'*To ask or search, I blamo 'theo not; for 
heaven 
Is as tlie book of God before thee set. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and leani 
His seasons, hoars, or days, or moutlis, or 

years : 
Tills to attain, wliother heaven move or earth, 
Imports not, if thon reckon right ; the rest 
From man or ungcl the groat Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets, to be scann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire : or, if they list to try 
Conjecture. He His fabric of the heavens 
Hath left to their disputes ; perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter: when they come to model heaven 
And calculate the stars; how they will wield 
Tne mighty frame; how build, uubaild, con- 
trive. 
To save appearances; how gird the sphere 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er, 
Cycle and opicyle, orb in orb. 
Already by thy reasoning this I gness. 
Who art to lead thy offspring, and suppose st 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less, not bright ; nor heaven such Journeys 

run. 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit. Consider first, tiuit great 
Or bright infers not excellence : tiie earth. 
Though, in comparison of heaven, so small. 
Nor glistering, may of ^solid good contain 
More plenty than the sun that barren sbioes; 
Whose virtue on itself works no effect. 
But in the f rnitf ul earth ; there first received, 
His beams, inactive else, their vigour find. 
Yet not to earth are those bright luioinaries 
Officious: but to thee, earth's. habitant. 
And for the heaven's wide circuit, let it speak 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 
So spacious, and His lino stretch'd oat so far. 
That man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill. 
Lodged in a small partition : and the rest 
Ordain'd for uses to his Lord best known. 
The swiftness of those circles attribute. 
Though numberless, to his omnipotence, 
That to corporeal substances could add 
Speed almost spiritual. Me thou tliink'st not 

slow. 
Who since the morning hour set out from 

heaven. 
Where God resides, and ere mid-day arrived 
In Eden ; distance inexpressible 
By numbers that have name. But this I nrge, 
Admitting motion in the heavens, to shew 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it moved ; 
Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 
To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earth. 
God, to remove His ways from human sense. 
Placed heaven from earth so far, that earthly 

sight, 
If it presume, might err in things too high, 
And no advantage gain. What if the sun 
Be centre to the world ; and other stars, 
By his attractive virtue and their own 
incited, dance about him various rounds? 
Their wandering cuui'se now high, now low, then 

hid. 
Progressive, re rograde. or standing still. 
In six thon seest ; and what if, seventh to these, 
The planet earth so steadfast though she seem, 
Insensibly three did'erent motions move? 
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Whick -else to several spheres thca mast as- 

cxlbe, 
Moved'Contrary with thwart obliquities : 
Or save the sa:i his laboar, and that swift 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb supposed, 
Invisible dtee above all stars, the wheel 
Of day and night ; which needs not thv belief, 
If earth, industrious of herself, fetch day 
Travelling east, and with her part averse 
From the ^aa's beam meet night, her other part 
StiUlmmhious by his ray. What if that light. 
Sent from her through the wide transpicuous 

air. 
To tlie terrestrial moon be as a star. 
Enlightening her by day. as siie by night 
This earth? reciprocal, if and be there. 
Fields and inhab tants. Her spots thou seest 
As clouds, and clouds muy rain, and rain pro- 
duce 
Emits in her soften*d soil, for some to e t 
Aliotfted there; and other suns, perhaps, 
With tlieir attendant raoon^t, bou wilt d. scry, 
rommunlcatlng male and female iigh^, 
Which two great sexes animate the world, 
htored in each orb, perhaps, with some that 

live : 
For such vast room 'n nature nnposs-.ss'd 
By living soul, desert and desolate. 
Onhr to shine, 3'et scarce to contribute 
Eack orb a glimpse of light, conveyed so far 
l>own to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to disnute. 
But whether thus the«e things, or whether not; 
Whether the sun, predominant in heaven. 
Rise on the earth, or earth rise on the suu ; 
He from the east his flaming road begin : 
Or she from west her silent course advance. 
With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps 
On her soft axle, whil * she paces even. 
And bears thee soft with the smooth air along. 
Solicit not th3* thoughts with matters hid : 
Leave them to God above; Him serve and fear. 
Of other creatures, as Him pleases best. 
Wherever placed, let Him dispose; Joy thou 
In what He gives to thee, this Paradise 
And thy fair Eve ; heaven is for thee too high 
To know what passes there ; be lowly wise : , 
Think only what concerns thee, and thy being; 
Dream not of other worlds; what creatures 

there 
Live, in what state, condition, or degree : 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Sot of earth only, but of highest heaven." 
To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, re- 
plied: 
*' How fully hast thou satisfied me. pure 
Intelligence of heaven, angel serene ! 
And, freed from Intricacies, taught to live 
The easiest way ; nor with periHexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
(}od hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares. 
And not molest us ; unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and no- 
tions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Uncheck'd. and of her roving is no end : 
Till wam'd. or by experience taught. Rhe Icum, 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and subtle, but to know 
Tliat which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom : what is more, is fume, 
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence ; 
And renders us, in things that most concern, 
Unpractised, unprepared, and still to seek. 
Therefore from tnis high pitch let us descend 
A lower flteht, and speak of things at hand 
Useful ; wnenee, haply, mention may arise 
Of sometMng not unseasonable to ask. 
By sufTerance, and thy wonted favour, deign'd. 
Thee I have heard relating what was done 
Ere my remembrance : now, hear me relate 
My story, whlcb, perhaps, thou hast not heard; 
And day is jret not spent; till then thou seest 



How subtlv to detain thee I devise. 
Inviting thee to hear while 1 relate: 
Fond, were it not in ho|)e of thy reply : 
For, while I sit with thee, I seem in heaven ; 
And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 
Than fruits of palm-tree pleasantcst to thirst 
And hunger both, from labour, at the hour 
Of sweet repast : they satiate, and soon fill, 
ITiough pleasant; but thy words, with grace 

divine 
Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety. 
To whom thus Raphael answer'd heavonly 

meek: 
" Nor are thy lips ungraceful sire of men. 
Nor tongue ineloqaent : for God on thee 
Abnndantlv His gifts hath also pour'd. 
Inward and outwartl both, his image fair: 
Speaking, or mute, all comeliness and grace 
Atteiuls thee; and each word, each motion, 

forinn: 
Nor less think we in heaven of thee on earth 
Than of our fellow-servant, and Inquire 
Gladly into the ways of God with man ; 
For God, we see. hath honour'd thee, and set 
On man his equal love : say therefore on ; 
For I that day was absent, as befel. 
Bound on a vovage uncouth and obscure. 
Far on excursion toward the gates of hell: 
Squared in full legion (such command we had,) 
To see that none thence Issued forth a 8|»y, 
Or enemy, while God was hi His work: 
Lest He, incensed at such eruption bold. 
I)e8tnicti<m with creation might have nilx'd. 
Not that thev durst without His leave attemi)tr 
But as He sends uj)on His high behests 
For state, as sovereign King; and to Inure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fast 

shut. 
The dismal gates, and barricadoed strong: 
But, long ere our approaching heard within 
Noise, other than the sound of dance or song ; 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
(;iad we retum'd up to the coasts of light 
Ere Sabbath evening: so we had In charge. 
But thv relation now ; for I attend. 
Pleased with thy words no less than thou with 

mine." 
So spake the godlike power, and thus our 

sire: 
*' For man to tell how human life began 
Is hard : for who himself beginning knew? 
Desire with thee still longer to converse 
induced me. As new waked from soundest 

sleep. 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid. 
In balmv sweat ; which with his beams the sun 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward heayen my wondering eyes I 

tum'd, 
And gazed awhile the ample sky; till, raised 
By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung. 
As thitherward endeavouring, and upright 
Stood on my feet : about me round I saw 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains. 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams; by 

these. 
Creatures that lived and moved, and walk*d or 

flew; 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things 

f>miled ; 
With fragrance and with joy my heart o'er • 

flow'd. 
Myself I then perused, and limb by limb 
Survey'd, and sometimes went, and sometimes- 

ran 
With supple Joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause. 
Knew not. To speak I tried, and forthwith- 

spake: 
Mv tongrue obey'd. and readily could name 
Whate'er I saw. ' TVvow ?wcO ^«\^\> '' VsCw \\!»!c^> 
And t\iov\ exiV\f(Vvtcivi' <5i fet^tXXv, *c» it w\v «ccv\>fKS > 
Ye WWs, aT\<3i Aa.\<i%,^^ TVict^^^so^'^,«cift.^^«!>sA,. 
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And yp tliatlive ftiul move, fair crontnros, tell. 
Tell, if ye saw, how cuiue I thus, liow here? 
Not of myself; by some great Maker thou, 
111 goodness and in oowerjpre-Gminent : 
Tell me how may I Know Him, how adore : 
From whom 1 have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am happier than I know?' 
Willie thus I call'd, and stray'd 1 linew not 

whither. 
From where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light ; when answer none retuni'd, 
On a green shady bank, profuse of flowers, 
I'ciisive I sat me down: there gentle sleep 
First found me, and with soft ounresslon seized 
My dniwsed sense ; untrouuled, though 1 

thought 
I then was passing to my former state 
insensible, and forthwitn to dissolve: 
Wlicn suddenly stood at my head a dream, 
AVhose inward apparition gently moved 
-My fancy to believe I yet had being. 
And lived: one came, me tliought, of shape 

divine. 
And said, ^Thy mansion wants thee, Adnm; 

rise. 
First man, of men Innumeral>le ordain'd 
First father! call'd by thee, 1 come thy guide 
To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepared.' 
»o saying, by the hand he took me, raised, 
And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth sliding without step, last led me up 
A wood V mountain : whose nigh top was plain, 
A circuit wide enclosed, with goodliest trees 
Planted, with walks and bowers; that what 1 

saw 
Of earthi before scarce pleasant secm'd. Each 

tree, * 

Loaden with fairest fruit, that hnng to the eye 
Tempting, stirr'd in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and eat; whereat £ waked, and found 
Before mme eyes all real, as the dream 
Had lively shadow'd. Here had new begun 
My w^andering, had not He, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees npi)ear'd. 
Presence Divine. Kejoicing, but with awe, 
In adoration at His feet I fell 
Submiss : He rear'd luc, and, ' Whom thou 

sought'st I am,* 
Said mildly, ' Author of nil this thou soest 
Above, or round about thee, or bcneatii. 
lliis Paradise I give thee: count it thine 
To till and keep, and of the fruit to cat: 
Of every tree that in the gar<ieii grows 
Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no 

dearth: 
But of the tree, whose oncration brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, which 1 have set 
The pledge ot thy obedience and thy faith, 
Amid tlie garden by the trfee of life— 
Kemember what I warn ttiee— shun to taste, 
And shun the bitter consequence: for know, 
Tlio day thou eat'st thereof, my sole command 
Transgress'd, Inevitably thou shalt die. 
From that day mortal : and this happy state 
Shalt lose, ex|)eird from hence into a world 
Of woe and sorrow.' Sternly He pronounced 
The rigid interdiction, which resounds 
Yet dreadful In mine ear. though In my choice 
>iot to incur ; but soon His clear asp^t 
RetumM, and gracious ))urpose thus renew'd: 
' Not only these fair bounds, but all the earth 
To thee and to tliv race I give ; as lords 
Possess it, and all things that therein live. 
Or live in sea, or air : beast, fish, and fowl. 
In sign whereof, each bird and beast behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low subjection ; understand the same 
Of fish within hor watery residence, 
Not hither Hnmiuon'd,-8ince they cannot change 
Their element to draw the thinner air.' 
As thus he spake, each bird and beast behold, 
Approacliiag two and two; these cowoiiug low 



I With blandishment; cacli bird stoop'd on his 

wing. 
I named them as they pass'd, and understood 
Their nature; with such knowledge God 

endued 
My sudden apprehension : but in these 
I found not what me thought 1 wanted still : 
And lo the heavenly vision thus presumed* 
"*0h, by what name, for thou ul>ovc all 

these. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpassest far my naming ; how may 1 
Adore thee. Author of this universe. 
And all this good to man? for whose wcll-belug 
So amply, and with hands so liberal. 
Thou hast provided all things : but with mo 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What happiness'/ who can enjoy alone. 
Or. all enjoying, what contentment find ?' 
Titus I, presumptuous : and the vision brlg>\t. 
As with tt smile more brightened, thus replied: 
"'What call'st thou solitude? Is not the 

earth 
With various living creatures, and the nir, 
Keplenish'd. and ail these at thy command 
To come and play before thee'/ Know st thou 

not 
Their language and their ways? They also 

know, 
And reason not contemptibly: with these 
Find pastime, and bear rule; thy realm is 

large.' 
So spake the I'niversnl Lord, and seem'd 
So ordering: 1. with leave of speech, implored. 
And humble deprecation, thus replied: 
•' ' Let not my words offend Thee, heavenly 

Power : 
My Maker, be propitious while T speak. 
Hast Hiou not made mo hero thy substitute, 
And these inferior far beneath me set ? 
Among nnequals what society 
('nn sort, what harmony, or true delight? 
Which must l)e mutual, in proportion duo 
(riven and received ; but, in disparity, 
'i'iic one intense, the other still remiss, 
Cannot well suit with either, but soon prove 
'I'cdious alike ; of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek, fit to participate 
A II rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort : they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lioness ? 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast combhicd: 
Much loss can bird with beast, or fish with 

fowl. 
So well converse, nor with the ox the ape : 
Worse, then, can man with beast, and least of 

all.' 
"Whereto the Almighty answcr'd, not dis- 
pleased : 
' A nice and subtle happiness, I see, 
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice 
Of thy associates, Adam! and wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What think'st thou, then, of me, uiid this my 

state'/ 
Seem I to thee sufflcicntljr possess'd 
Of happiness, or not, who am nluno 
From all eternity ? for none I know 
Sccouil to me, or like, equal much loss. 
How have I, then, with whom to hold converse 
Save with the creatures which I made, and 

those 
To me inferior, infinite descents 
Beneath what other creatures are to thee?* 

'• Ho ceased ; I lowiy annwer'd : ' To attain 
The height and depth of Thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come short, Sapirome of 

things! 
Thou in Thyself art perfect, and In Thee 
N no deflcience found : not so Is man. 
But in degree : the cause of his desire. 
By conversation with his like, to help 
Or solace his defects. No need that thou 
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ShOQidst propacate. already infinite. 

And throagh all nambcn abKolate, thoagh ono ; 

Bat man by number is to manifest 

His sioffie imperfection, and beget 

lilLe of nis like, his Imave mnitlplied. 

In anitj defective : which rcqnircs 

Collateral love, and dearest amity. 

Thou In Thy secrecy, although alone. 

Best vrith Thyself accbmpanled, scclL'st not 

Social communication : yet, so pletiMOd. 

Caust raise thy creature to what height Thou 

wUt 
Of union or communion, deified : 
I. by conversing, cannot these erect 
From prone ; nor in their wiiys complacence 

find.' 
Thus I, embolden'd, spake, and freedom used 
Permissive, and acceptance found ; wliich 

gain'd 
lUs answer fnnn the gracious voice divine: 

** *Thus far to try thee, Adam. 1 was pietised ; 
And find thee knowing, not of trcasts alone. 
Which thou hast rightlv named, but of tliysclf ; 
Expressing well the spirit witliln tliee free, 
Mv image, not imparted to the brute : 
Wiiose fellowship, therefore unmeet for thee, 
(^ood reason was thou freely nhouldst dlMlike ; 
And be su minded still : I. ere thou spnkest. 
Knew it not good for man to be alone : 
And no surh company as then tliou saw'st 
Intended thee : for trial only brought. 
To see how thou couldst judge of fit nnd meet: 
What next 1 bring shall please thee, l>o assured, 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy otiicr self. 
Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire.' 

'^He ended, or I heard no more ; for now 
Mv e&rthly by His heavenly overpower"<l, 
Wbksh it liad long stood under, straia'd to the 

height 
Ja that celestial colloquy sublime, 
As witli an object that excels the sonsc, 
Dasszled and spent, sunk down, and sought re- 
pair 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, cnll'd 
liv natnr'>! ns in aid, and closcil mine eyes. 
Mine eyes lie clooed. but open left the cell 
Of fancy, my internal »lght ; by whicli. 
Abstract, as m a trance, methouirht I snw. 
Though slcepuig, where 1 lay. and saw the shape 
Still glorious before whom awatic I stood; 
Who, stooping, opcn'd my left side, and took 
From thenee a rib, with cordial spirits warm. 
And life-blood streaming tresh; wide was the 

wound. 
But suddenly with flesh flll'd np nnd henl'd : 
The rib He form'd and fnshion'd with His hands; 
Vnder His forming hands a creature urew, 
Han-like, but different sex : so tuwly fair. 
That what seem'd fair in all tlie world, seem'd 

now 
Mean, or in her summ'd up, in her contnln'd. 
And in her looks; which, from that time, hi- 

fused 
Sweetness mto ray heart unfelt before. 
And into all things, from her air. inspired 
The spirit of love and amorous dcli;!ht. 
She disappeared, and left me dark ; I waked 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure : 
When out of hope. l>ehold her. not far off, 
8uch as I saw her in my dream, adorn'd 
With what all eart'i or heaven could bestow 
To make her amiable : on she came. 
Led by her heavenly Maker, though unseen. 
And guided by His voice: nor uninfonn'd 
Of nuptial sanctity, and marriage rite«< : 
Grace was in all her steps, heaven in Ucr eye, 
In every gesture dignity and love. 
I, overjoy'd. could not forbear aloud ; 
*** Tills tarn hath made amends; thou hast 

falflll'd 
Thy words, ('reator bounteous and tienlgn, 
Oiverof oil things fair! but fairest this 



Of all Thy gifts I nor envle«t I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of iny flesii, iiiyKcIf 
Before me. Woman is her name : of man 
Extracted: for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere : 
And they shall be one fiesh, one heart, one 

SOUL* 

**She heard me thus: and. lliough divinely 

brought. 
Yet innocence, and virgin modesty. 
Her virtue, and the ctmsclence of her worth. 
That would be wo«ied, and no^ unsought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but, retired, 
Tlie more desirable ; or, to say all. 
Nature herself, though pure of sinful thought. 
Wrought in her so. that, seeing me, siie tum'd ; 
I folluw'd her : she what was honour knew, 
And with ol>sequions majesty approved 
My pk>aded reasim To the nuptial bower 
I k*d lior. blushing like the mom: all heaven. 
And happy consrcllatloiis. on that hour 
Shed their selectest influence: the earth 
Gave sign of gratulation. and each hill: 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airs 
Whisper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicv slirub, 
Disporting, till the amorous bird of n\i!\it 
Sung spousal, and bid haste the evening star, 
On his hill-top, to light the bridal lam|i. 
"Thus have 1 told thee all my state, and 

brought 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss, 
Wliich I enjoy ; and must confess to flnd 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As. used or not, works in the mind no ciiange, 
Nor vehement desire ; these delicacies 
1 mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, nnd 

flowers. 
Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 
Far otherwise, transported I behold. 
Transported touch : here i)asslon flrst I felt. 
Commotion strange ! in nil enjoyments ebe 
Superior and unmoved : Iiere only weak 
Against the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 
Or nature faird In me. and left some part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain : 
Or. from niy side subducting, took, perhaps. 
More than enough : at least on her bestow'd 
T«H) nuich of ornament, in ontward show 
Fllaborate. of inward less exact. 
For well 1 understand, in the prime end 
Of nature, her tlie inferior in the mind 
And inward faculties, wlik-h most excel; 
In outward, also, her reseinbling Ichs 
His image who made hotii. and less expressing 
The characterof that dosuinion given 
O'erotliercreatuivs: yet, when I approach 
Her lovclIiie8.s. so absolute she seems, 
jxn In herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills to do or say 
Seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, liest. 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded: wisdom In discourse with her 
Loses, discountenanced, and like folly ^ho^\ > : 
Authority and reason on her wait, 
.\.s one intended flrst. not after made 
Occasionally : and, to consummate all. 
(ireiitness of mind, and nobleness, their sent 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed." 

To whom the angel, wit ii contracted brow: 
"Accuse not Nature: she haih done ber parr. 
Do thou but thine ; and be not dittident 
Of wisdom : she deserts thee iiot^ if thou 
Dissmiss not her, when most thou need'st lier 

nigh, 
liy attributing overmuch to things 
Ixiss excellent, as thou thyself pcrcelvest. 
For, what adinlrest thou, wlmt transports thco 

so? 
An outside : fair, no doubt, and worthy well 
niy cherishing. tUy Uo\\qwcVcvv,.«a\^v\vj Vvs^\ 
Not thy au\)i<ici\oti\ -fi^A^Yv^A^XwXtfsc \\c^v!M\ 
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Tlion value. Oft-tlinos nothinjir profits more 
Thau self-eiiteeiu, grounded on just and right 
Well managed ; of that skill, the more thou 

know'st, 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realities yield all her shows : 
Made so adorn for thy delight the more, 
80 awful, that with honour thou may'st love 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least 

wise. 
But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated, seem such dear delight 
Beyond all other, think the same vouchsafed 
To cattle und each boast ; which would not be 
To them made common and divulged, if aught 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passion in him move. 
What higher in her society thou flnd'st 
Attnictive, human, rational, love still : 
In loving thou dost well, in passion not. 
Wherein true love consists not. Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his 

seat 
In reason, and is Judicious; is the scale 
By which to heavenly love thou may'st ascend, 
Not sunk in carnal pleasure ; for which cause. 
Among the beasts no mate for thee was found." 

To whom thus, half abash'd, Adam replied : 
'* Neither her outside, form'd so fair, nor aught 
in procreation, common to all kinds, 
<Though higher of the genial bed by far. 
And with mysterious reverence I deem.) 
So much delights me, as those graceful acts. 
Those thousand decencies, that daily flow 
From all her words and actions, nilx'd with love 
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeigu'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one soul : 
Harmony to behold In wedded pair 
More grateful than harmonious sound to the ear. 
Yet these subject not: I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd. 
Who meet with various objects, from the sense 
Variously representing ; yet, still free. 
Approve the best, and follow what I approve. 
To love thou blamest me not; for love, thou 

say'st, 



Leads up to heaven, is both the way aufl guide ' 
Bear with me, then, if lawful what 1 ask : 
Love not the heavenly spirits, and how theh*- 

k)ve 
Express they, by looks only, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtnal or immedhite toacn ?" 

To whom the angel, with a smile that glow'd 
Celestial rosy red, love's proper hue-,. 
Answer d : "Let it suffice thee- that thou 

know'st 
Us happy, and without love no happtaess. 
Whatever pure thou in the body en^y'st 
(And pure thou wert created), we eui/jy 
In eminence, and obstacle find none- 
Of membrane. Joint, or limb, exclusive bars. 
Easier than air with air. if spirits embrace, 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Desiring; nor restrain'd conveyance need. 
As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with soul. 
But I can now no more : the parting sun, 
Beyond the earth's green cape and verdant 

isles 
Hesperian, sets; my signal to depart. 
Be strong, live happy, and love ! but, first of 

all, 
Him, whom to love Is to obey: andlkeep 
His great command: take heed lest passion 

sway 
Thy judgment to do aught which, efee free-will 
Would not admit: thine, and of all thy sons. 
The weal or woe in thee is placed ; beware ! 
I in thy persevering shall rejoice. 
And all the blest.- stand fast; to stand or fall 
Free in thine own arbltrement it lies. 
Perfect within, no outward aid require ; 
And all temptation to transgress repel." 
So saying, he arose : whom Adam tnus 
FoUowM with benediction. '' Since to part, 
Go, heavenly guest, ethereal messenger. 
Sent from whose sovereign goodness 1 adore! 
Gentle to me and affable nath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honoured over 
With greatful memory : thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly still, and oft return!" 

So parted they : the angel up to heaven 
From the thick shade, and Adam to Ills bovob 
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BOOK IX. 

Saian. hATlng compowed the earth, with ineditAtod trnlle rctnrns, as a miKt. bv ntffht. Into Pnrn- 
iliMO; entern Into the aeriieiit Hleepiuv. Adam and Evo In the morning iro forth to thi>lr 
UbourM, which Eve proposes to divide In several placcH, cai'h lahourln;? aimrt: Adam conM>nts 
not, alleging the danger lest that enemy, of whom they wfn* fori'WurnoU. Hhonldattemct hur 
ftmnd alone ; Eve, loth to bo thought not clrcuinsi>ect or Arm vnuugh. urges her K«)ing apart .hu> 
rather desirous to make trial of her strength : Adam at Uist TieldM ; the serpent Amis her alone • 
his subtle approach, first gazing, tlien siteaking: with nmch tliitterv extolling Eve above nil 
other eraatares. Eve wondvrhig to hear the nerpent H|»eak. usks how he attained to humun 
speech, and such nnderstandlnu, not till now : the scnient answers that, liv tasting of a certain 
tree in the garden, he attained both to speech and reason, till then void of 'both. Eve requires 
hhn to bring her to that tree, and finds It to be the tree of knowledge, forbidden : the serpent 
DOW grown bolder, with many wUes and arguiuonts. Induces hor at length to eat; she, pleased 
with the taste, deliberates awhile whether to impart thereof to Adam cr not; at last brings 
him of the fruit: relates what persuaded her to eat thereof. Adiim, nt*flm amazed, but |M>r- 
celvlug her lost, resolves, thntugh vehemence of lovo, to perish with her: and extvnnntlng tlm 
tres|MiKH, eats also of the fruit: the effects there«>f In tht-m both; thoy seek to cover their 
nakedness; then full to variance and accusation of one another. 



So more of talk where Ood, or angel guest. 

With man, as with his friend, familiar used 

To sit Indulgent, and with him luirtnke 

ttnral repast ; permitting him the while 

VfuUil discourse unl>iame(l. 1 now must change 

Those notes to tragic: foul distrust, and breach 

Ditloval. on the part of man, revolt 

And disobedience: on the part of heaven. 

Now alienated, distance and distaste. 

Anger and Just rebuke, and judgment given. 

Tlittt bronRht Into this world a world ot woe, 

.^hi and her shadow, death, and misery, 

I >eath's harbinger. .Sad task! yet argument 

Not lesH, but more herote than the wrath 

Of stem Achilles on his foe pursued, 

Tliriee fugitive, about Troy wall ; or rage 

01 Tumus for Lavliila dispspouHod ; 

nr Xttptuno^s Ire. or Juno's, that wi long 

Herplex'd the Greek, ami Cythereas sou; 

If answerable stylo I can obtain 

Of mv celestial natroness, who deigns 

Her nightly vlsftathm nnimplored. 

And dictates to me slumliering : or inspires 

Kasy my anpremedltated verse : 

Mnco. first this subject for heroic song 

IMeased me, long choosing and iK'ginnlug late ; 

Not seilulons by nature to hidlte 

Wars, hitherto the only argument 

llep>lc deem'd: chief maatery to tlhsort. 

With long and tedious havoc fubli'd knights, 

In battles felmi'd; the better fortitude 

Of patience and heroic martynlom 

Unsniig: or to describe races and games. 

Or tilting furniture, embluzon'd shleUlH. 

Impresses quaint. caiMtrisons and steeds, 

liases and tlnnel tmpplngs. gorgeous knights 

At Joust and tournament ; then murshaird 

feast 
Served up In hall with sewers and seneschals; 
The skill of artltloe or ofUco mean, 
■Not that which justly gives heroic name 
To person or to poem Me, of these 
Nor sklll'd nor studious, higher argument 
Itemalns; sufncient of Itself to raise 
That name, unless an ago too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damfi my intended wing 
Depress'd : and much they may. If all be my, 
Nut hers, who brings it nightly to my ear. 
The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose ofllce is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter 
'Twixt day and night; and now, from end to 

end. 
Night's hemisphere had vcird the horizon 

round; 
When Hatsn, who late fled before the threats 
Of (lalirlel out of Kden. now Improved 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On man's destruction, maugrc what might bap 
Of heavier on himself, fearioits retum'd. 
By night helled, aiid at iuidoigbt retum'd 



From oomnassing the earth; cautions of day, 
since Uriel, regent of the sun. deHcriod 
llis entrance, and lon'wamd the Hieruhlm 
That keiit their watch ; thence, full of anguish,. 

driven. 
Tlie space of seven continued nights he rode 
With darkness: thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled: four tlmen cros«'«l the ear <»f night 
From pole to pi»le, traversing each colhre: 
On the eighth retum'd, nnd. on the coast averse- 
Fn»m entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 
Found unsus|KH.'ted way. There wns a place. 
Now not, though sin, not time, tirst wrought 

the change, 
^\^lere Tigris, At the foi»t of Paradise, 
Into a gulf shot underground, till nnrt 
Hose up a fountain by the tree of life: 
In with tho rlvei* smik, and with it rose. 
Satan, involved in rising mist : then ^ou^'ht 
Where to lie hiti: sea he had search'd, iiiid land 
From Kden over Pontus. and the pool 
Mn'otis, up beyond the river Oh: 
I)f)wnward as far antarctic: and. In length, 
West from Orontes to the ocean bnrr'<l 
At Darien : thence to the land where iImwh 
(langes and Indus: thus the <irb h<> nuinrd 
With narrow search; and, with inspvctlon 
deep. 

i Conslder'd every creature, which of nil 
Most opiMirtune ndght serve his wiles; and 

found » 

The serpent subtlest beast of all the fleld, 
Illm. after I<»ng debate. Irresolute. 
Of thoughts revolved, his flnal sentence chose. 
F'it vessel, fittest Imp of fraud. In whom. 
To enter, and his dark sngcrestions hide 
Vnnn sharpest >Ight : for, in the wily snake. 
Whatever sleights, none would suspicious 

mark. 
As from his wit nnd native subtlety 
I'rocceding; which, in other beasts observed. 
Doubt might beget of dhibolie power 
Active within, i)eyond the sense of brute. 
Thus he resolved : but tlrst, from inward grief. 
His bursting imsHlon Into plaints thus pour'd : 
"O earth, now like to heaven, if not prc- 
ferr'd 
More justly, sent worthier of god«. as built 
With second thoughts, reforming what was 

old! 
For what god, after better, worse would build ? 
Terrestrial heaven, danced ronnd by other 

heavens 
That shine, yet bear their bright ofllclous 

lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems. 
In thee concentring all their precious boams 
( )f sacred Influence ! As <}od In heaven 
is centre, yet extends to all : so thou, 
Centring, rcccW«»t iTOva «\\ V\vvvs«si ««\s».\ \sl 
thee. 
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Not in themselves, all their kninMi virtue ap- 
pears 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all suinm'd up in man. 
With what delight couid I have wam'd thee 

round, 
If I could joy in aught! sweet Interchange 
Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains, 
How land, now sea, and shores with forest 

crown'd. 
Rocks, dens, and caves ! But I in none of those 
Find place or refuge; and the more I sco 
Pleasures about me, so much more 1 feel 
Torment within me, as from the hateful siege 
Of contraries. All good to me becomes 
Bane, and iu heaven much worse would be my 

state. 
But neither here seek I, no, nor in heaven. 
To tlweli, unless by mastering heaven's Su- 
preme : 
Nor hope to be myself less miserable 
By what I seek, but others to make such 
As I, though thereby worse to me redound : 
For only in destroying I find ease 
To my relentless thoughts; and, him destroy 'd, 
Or won to what may work his utter loss. 
For whom all this was made, ail this will soon 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe : 
In woe then ; that destruction wide may range. 
To me shall bb the glory sole among 
The infernal powers, in one day to have roarr'd 
What He, Almighty styled, six nights and days 
Continued making ; and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving? though, perhaps, 
Not longer than since I, iu one night, freed. 
From servitude inglorious, well nigh half 
The angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers : He, to be avenged. 
And to repair His numbers thus impalr'd. 
Whether such virtue, spent of old. now taii'd 
More angels to create, if they at least 
Are His created; or, to spite us more, 
Determined to advance into our room 
A creature form'd of earth; and him endow, • 
Exalted from so tmse original. 
With heavenly spoils, our spoils ; what He de- 

He effected*; man He made, and for him built. 
Magnificent, this world, and earth his seat, 
Him lord pronounced ; and, O indignity! 
Subjectea to his service, angel-wings. 
And flaming miuisfers, to watch and tend 
Their earthly charge . of these the vigilance 
I dread ; and, to elude, thus wrapt In mist 
Of midnight vapour, glide obscure, and pry 
In every bush and brake, where hap may find 
The serpent sleeping, in whose mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul descent ! that 1, who erst contended 
With gods to sit the highest, am now con- 

straln'd 
Into a beast , and, mix*d with bestial slime, 
This essence to incarnate and imbmte. 
That to the height of Deity aspired ! 
But what will not ambition and revenge 
Descend to ? Who aspires, must down as low 
As high he soar'd, obnoxious, flrst or last. 
To basest thhigs. Revenge, at first though 

sweet. 
Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 
Let it ; 1 reck not. so it light well aim'd, 
8ince higher I fall short, on him who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite 
Of heaven, this man of clay, son of despite;' 
Whom, us the more to spite, his Maker raised 
From dust : spite then with spite Is best re- 
paid." 
So saying, through each thicket, dank or dry 
Like a blacx mist, low-creeping, ho held on 
His midnight search, where soonest he might 
Und 
The serpent: him, fast sleeping, soon ho found 



In labyrinth of many a round, self-rolIM. 

His head the midst, well stored with snbtle 

wiles: 
Not yet m horrid shade or dismal den. 
Nor nocent yet ; but, on the grassy herb. 
Fearless, unfear'd, ho slept: in-at his mouth 
The devil enter'd, and his brutal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing, soon inspired 
With act intelllgential; but his sleep 
Disturb'd not, waiting close the approach of 
mom. 
Now, when as sacred Upht began to dawn' 
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breathed 
Their morning incense, when alt things that 

breathe, 
from the earth's great altar, send up silent 

praise 
To the Creator, and His nostrils flU 
With grateful smell, forth lamc the human 

pair, 
Andjoin'd their vocal worship to the qnire 
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done,])artake 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs: 
Then commune, how tluit day they t>cst may 

ply 
Their growing work; for much their work out- 
grew 
The hands dispatch of two, gardening so wide ; 
And Eve first to her husband thus began : 

*' Adam, well may we labour still to dress 
This garden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower. 
Our |>leasanc task enjoin'd: but, till more hands 
Aiil us, the work under our labour grows. 
Luxurious by restraint; wha*; we by day 
Lo •, overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind. 
One night or two with wanton growth derides. 
Tending to wild. Thou, therefore, now advise. 
Or hear what to my mind flrst thoughts pre- 
sent: 
Let us divide our labours : thou, where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to 

wind 
Tlie woodbine round this arbour, or direct 
The clasping ivy where to climb; while I.: 
In yonder spring of roses intermix'd 
With myrtle, find what to redress till noon : 
For, while so near each other thus all day 
Our task we choose, what wonder if, so near 
Looks intervene, and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on ; which intermits 
Our day's work, brought to little, though l>egnn* 
Early, and the hour of supper comes unearn d T 

To whom mild answer Adam thus returu'di 
" Solo Eve, associate sole, to me, beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures dear! 
Well hast thou motion' d, well thy thoughts em- 

ploy'd. 
How we might best fulfil the work which here 
(k>d hath ussign'd us ; nor of me shalt pass 
Unpraised; for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to study household good. 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 
Labour, as to debar us when we need 
Refreshment, whether food, or talk between. 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles; for smiles from reason 

flow, 
To brute denied, and are of love the food ; 
Love, not the lowest end of human life. 
For not to irksome toil, but to delight. 
He made us. and delight to reason join'd. 
These paths and bowers doubt not but our Joint 

hands 
Will keep from.wildemess with ease, as wide 
As we need walk ; till younger hands ere long 
Assist us : but if much converse, perhaps. 
Thee satiate, to short absence 1 couid yield : 
For solitude sometimes is best society, 
An.t short retirement urges sweet return. 
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Befall thee, sever d from me ; for thou kiiow'st 
What hath been wam'd us ; what malicious foo. 
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Envylnffonr happiness, and of his own 
DesjMdniig, seeks to work as woe and shame 
Bt sir assault ; and somewhere, niffh at hand, 
Watches, no donbt, with greedj hope to find 
His wish and best advantage, us asunder; 
Hopeless to circomvent os ]oIn*d, where each 
To other speedy aid might lend at need ; 
Whether his first design be to withdraw 
Onr fealty from God, or to disturb 
Conjugal love, than which, perhaps, no bliss 
£nJoy d by us excites his envy more : 
Or this, or worse, leave not the faithfnl side 
That gave thee Jbeing, still shades thee, and pro- 
tects 
The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks. 
Safest and seemliest by her husband stays. 
Who guards her, or with her the worst en- 
dures/* 
To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 
As one who loves, and some unkindness meets. 
With sweet austere composure thus replied : 
** Offspring of heaven and earth, and all earth's 
lord! 
lliat such an enemy we have, who seeks 
Oar ruin, both by thee informed I learn, 
And from the parting angel overheard, 
As In a shady nook 1 stood behind. 
Just then retumM at shut of evening flowers. 
Bat that thou shouldst my firmness therefore 

doubt 
To Qod or thee, because we have a foe 
May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
His violence thou lear'st not ; being such 
As we, not capable of death or pain, 
Can either not receive, or can repeL 
His fraud Is, then, thy fear; which plain infers 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and iove 
Can by ills Irand be shaken nr seduced : 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour In thy 

breast, 
Adam, misthought of her to thee so dear?" 

To whom, with healing words. Adam replied: 
"Daughter of God and man, immortal Eve ! 
For such thou art, from sin and blame cutiro : 
Not diffident of thee, do I dissuade 
Thy cbsence from my sight; but to avoid 
The attempt Itself, intended by our foe. 
For he who tempts, though in vain, at least as- 
perses 
The tempted with dishonour foul : supposed 
29ot Incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Against temptation * thou thyself, with scorn 
And anger, wonldst resent the offer'd wrong. 
Though ineffectual found: misdeem not, then. 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare ; 
Or daring, first on me the assault shall light. 
Nor thou his malice and false guile contemn ; 
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 
Angels ; nor think superfluous others' aid. 
I, from the influence of thy looks, receive 
Access in every virtue : in thy sight 
More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need 

were 
Of outward strength; while shame, thou looking 

on. 
Shame to be overcome or over-reach'd. 
Would utmost vigour raise, and raised, unite. 
Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee 

feel 
When I am present, and thy trial choose 
With me, best witness of tny virtue tried?" 

So spake domestic Adam in his care, 
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought 
Less attributed to her faith sincere. 
Thus her reply with accent sweet renew'd : 

"If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit, straiten d by a foe, 
Subtle or violent, we not endued 
Single with like defence, wherever met. 
How are we happy, still in fear of harm? 
But harm precedes not sin ; only our foe, 



Tempting, affronts us with his foul esteem 
or our integrity : his foul esteem 
Sticks no disliunour on our front, but turns 
Foul on himself; then wherefore shiuind or 

fear'd 
By us ? who rather double hono'ir gain 
From his surmise proved false; find peace 

within. 
Favour from Heaven, our witness, from the 

event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue, unassay'd 
Alone, without exterior help sustain'd r 
Let us not, then, suspect onr hnppy state 
Left so imperfect by the Maker wise, 
As not secure to single or combined. 
Frail is our happiness, if this be so; 
And Eden were no Eden, thus exposed." 
To whom thus Adam fervently replied : 
" O woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God ordain'd them : His creating hand 
Nothing imperfect, or deflcieut, left 
Of all that He created : much less man. 
Or aught that might his happy state secure. 
Secure from outward force. Within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power . 
Against nis will ne can receive no harm. 
But God left free the will ; for what obeys 
Keason is free ; and reason Ho made riglit, 
But bid her well be ware, and still erect : 
Lest, by some fair-appearing good surprised. 
She dictate false, and mislnfonn the will 
To do what God expressly bath forbid. 
Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins. 
That I should mind thee oft; and mind thou 

me. 
Firm we subsist, vet possible to swerve ; 
Since reason not Impossibly may meet 
Some specious object by the foe suborn'd. 
And fall Into deception unaware. 
Not keeping strictest watch, as she was 

warn'd. 
Seek not temptation, then, which to avoid 
Were better, and most likely if from me 
Thou sever not : trial will come unsought. 
Wouidst thou approve thy constancy 'i approve 
First thy obedience; the other who can know t 
Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 
But, if thou think trial unsought may find 
Us both securer than thus warn'd thou seem'st. 
Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more , 
Go in thy native innocence, rely 
On what thou hast of virtue ; summon all : 
For God towards thee hath done His part, do 

thine." 
So spake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 
Persisted : yet submiss, though last, rciiUed : 
"With tiiy permission, then, and thus fore- 

warn'd 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
Touch d only, that our trial, when least sought, 
May And us both, perhaps, far less prepared. 
The willinger I go, nor much expect 
A foe so proud will flrst the weaker seek : 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse. 
Thus saying, from her husband's hand her 

hand 
Soft she * withdrew, and, like a wood-nymph 

light. 
Oread, or Dryad, or of Delia's train, 
Betook her to the groves ; but Delia's self. 
In gait surpass'd, and goddess-like deport. 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd. 
But with such gardening tools as art, yet rude. 
Guiltless of fire, had form'd, or angels brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likest she seem'd : Pomona, when she ficd 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime. 
Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 
Her long, with ardent look, his eye pursued 
Delighted, but desiring more her staj'. 
Oft he to her his charge of quick retuYn 
Repeated: she to htm a« oil e.VkSBa>.'v&^ 
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And all things In best order to invite 
Noontide reimst. or afternoon's reixme. 
O niach deceived, much failing, hapless Eve, 
Of tby prosnmed return! event perverse! 
Thou never from that hour In Paradise 
Found'st either Rweet repast, or sound repose! 
Such ambush, hid among sweet flowers and 

shades. 
Waited, with hellish rancour imminent. 
To intercept thy way, or send tliee bacit 
Despoil'd of innocence, of tnith, of blisn* 
For now. and since flrst brealc of daiwi, the 

flcnd, 
Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come: 
And on his quest, where liiceli&st he might find 
The only two of mankind, but in them 
The whole included race, his purposed prey. 
In bower and field lie sought where anvtuft 
Of grove or garden-plot more pleawint lay. 
Their tendance, or plantation for deHght) 
By fountain or by shady livulet 
He sought them both, but wish'd his hap might 

find 
Eve separate ; he wisU'd, but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chanced ; when to his wish, 
licyond his hope. Ev(» separate ho spies, 
Veil'd HI a cloud of fragrance, where she stood. 
Half spied, so thick the roses blushing ronud 
About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 
Each flower of tender stalk, whose head, though 

Kay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or speck'd with gold. 
Hung drooping,' unsustain'd, tlie n she upstays 
(icntiy with myrtle band, mindless the while 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 
From her best prop so far. and storm so nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk traversed 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm; 
Then voluble and bold: now hid, now seen. 
Among thick woven arborets. and flowers 
Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve: 
Spot more delicious than those gardens feign'd 
Or of revived Adonis, or renown'd 
Aicinous. host of old Laertes' son; 
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 
Much he the place admired, tiie peraon more; 
As one who, long m populous city pent. 
Where houses thick and sewers annoy t ho air. 
Forth issuing on a summer's mom, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoiii'd, from each thing met conceives de- 
light: 
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kino. 
Or dairy, each rural sight, ouch rural sound: 
If chance, with nympli-iike step, fair virgin 

pass. 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases 

more ; 
She n.ost. and in her look sums all delight: 
Such pleasure took the serpent to behold 
This flowery plat, tlie sweet re ess of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone her heavenly form 
Angelic, but more soft, and feminine. 
Her graceful innocence, lier every air 
(H gesture, or least action, overawed 
His malice, and with rapine sweet bereaved 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brouglit : 
That space the evil one abstracted stood 
From Ills own evil, and for the time rcmoiii'd 
St«|»idly good ; of enmity dlsarin'd. 
Of ga.Je, of hate, of envy, of revenge. 
Hut the Ju)t hell that always in him burns. 
ThOttgJi la mid heaven, soon ended h{.H delight. 
And tortures h m now more, the more luiAees 
Of pleas«re,not for hfin oi^lain d : then-Hooii- 
P'ierce hate lie recollects, and ail his thooghca 
Of mischief, grotuiatlng, thus excites ; 
''Thoughts, wiiitlier have yolAdma? Witt 
what.svreet 
<;ompuMon thus transported, to forget 
IVliat hither brouglit us ? hate, nut love; nor 



Of Paradise for hell, hope here to taste 

Of pleasure ; but all pleasure to destroy, 

Save what is In destroying; other Joy 

To me is lost. Then, let me not lot pass 

( iccasion whidi now smiles : behold alone 

The woman, opportune to all attempts, 

Her husband, for 1 view far round, not nlgfa^ 

Whose higher intellectual more 1 shun. 

And strength, of courage hauglity, and of Iliab- 

Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould; 

Foe not informldable, exempt from. wound, 

1 not: so much hath hell debased, and paiu 

Enteeoled me, to what 1 was in heaven. 

She fair, divinely fair, fit love lor gods I 

Not terrible, though terror be in love 

And beauty, not approach'd by stronger hate. 

Hate stronger, under show of love well feign'd,. 

'Iho way which to her ruin now I tend. ' 

So spake the enemy of mankind enclosed 
In serpent, inmate uad, and toward Eve 
Adilress'd ills way. not with indented wave,- 
Priine on the ground, as since: but on his rear. 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower.'d 
Fold above fold, a surging maze: his head 
Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ; 
With burnish 'd neck ot ventant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling i>pires, that on the grass 
Floated rediiudant- jileasing was his shap^ 
And lovely, never since ot i«erpeut-Kind 
Lovelier, not those that in fllyrta cnanged: 
Hermione and Cadnuu. or the god 
In Epidaurns; nor to which transform d 
Ammoman Jove, or (.'apitoline was seen : 
He, with Olympias; this, with her who bore 
Sctpio, the height of Uouie. With tract obiiqne 
At first, as one wiio sought access, but tear u 
To Interrupt, sidelong he works his way 
As when a ship, by tikiiful steersman wronght. 
Nigh river's mouth or forclanu, where the wind 
Veers oft. as oft so steers, and shifts her^ail: 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 
CuiTd many a wanton wreath in sight of Ere, 
To iui-e her eye ; she, busied, heani the sound 
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as used 
To such disport before her through the field. 
From every beast ; more duteous at her call, . 
Tiian at Circcan call tlie herd disguised. 
Ho, bolder now, uncall'd before her stood, 
But as in guze admiring: oft he bow'd 
His turret crest, and sleek enameli'd neck, 
Fawning: and iick'd the ground whereon sho 

trod. 
His gentle dumb expression tnrn'd at length 
The eye of Eve to mark his plav : he, giad 
Of lier attention gain'd. with serpent tongue 
Organic, or iiu pulse of vocal air. 
His fraudulent temptation thus began : 

" Wonder not. sovereign mistress, if, perhaps, 
Tiiou canst, who art solo wonder; much less 

arm 
I'hy looks, the heaven of mildness, with disdafti. 
Displeased that I approach thee thus, and gtise 
Insatiate, I thus single : nor have fcar'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance ot thy Maker fair. 
Thee all things living guze on. all things thlnfi 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore, 
with ravishment bclieid ! there best beheld. 
Where universally admired; but liere. 
In this enclosure wild, these beasts among. 
Beholders rude, and shallow to dincern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 
Who' sees thee 'i (and what is one V> who shoaldst 

be seen 
A goddess among gods, adored and served 
By angels numberless, thy daily train." 

So glosed the tempter, and his pro'.'in tuned ; 
Into the heart of Eve his words ma^e way. 
Though at the voice much marvelling: at 

length. 
Not uuamased, she thus In answer spake : 

"What may this mean? laiiguags of man, 
pr^Boiuiccd 
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By tougac of brute, and human sense cx- 

press'd y 
The first, at least, of these. I thonght denied 
To beasts ; whom God, outhoircreatiuu-day, 
Created mute to all articulate sound : 
The latter 1 demur ; for in their looks 
Mach reason, and in their actions, oft appears. 
Thee, serpent, subtlest beast of all the fluid 
I knew, but not with human voice endued; 
Kedoable, then, this miracle, and say. 
How earnest thou speakable of mute, and how 
To me so friendly gi*owii, above the rebt 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight r 
Say. for such wonder claims attention due." 

To whom the ffuiloful ifmpter thus replied : 
** Empress of this fair world, resplendeat Eve : 
Easy to me it is to tell iliee all 
What thou command st , und right thou shouldst 

t)e obey'd : 
I was at first as other t>easts that graze 
The u-odden herb, of abject thoughts and low. 
As was my food ; nor aught but toixl disceru'd. 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing higli : 
Till, on adaf roving the field, 1 chanced 
A goodly tree tar distant to oehoid. 
lAMiden with fruit of fairest colours ndx*d, 
Kuddy and gold . 1 nearer drew to gaze : 
When from the boughs a savoury odour lilown, 
iiratefm to appetite, more pleased uiy sensu 
Than smell oi sweetest fennel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
L'nsack'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To satisfy the sharp desire 1 had 
Of tasting those fair apples, 1 resolved 
Not to defer; hunger and thirst at once, 
Powerful persuaders. quicken*d at the ^ceut 
Of that altaring fruit, urged me so keen. 
About the mossy trunk I wound me .soon : 
For, high from ground, the branches would 

requhre 
Thy utmost reach, or Adam's : round the tree, 
Allotiier beasts that saw, with like desire 
Longing and envying stood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting, so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 
1 spared not; for such pleasnre, till that hour. 
At feed or fountain, never had I found. 
Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 
8trange alteration In me. to degree 
Of reason in my inward powers, and speech 
Wanted not long, though to this shane rctain'd. 
TlMOceforth to speculations high or aeep 
f tam'd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Considered all things visible In heaven. 
Or earth, or middle; all things fair and good : 
Bat all that (air and good In thy divine 
Semblance, and In thy beauty's heavenly ray, 
United I beheld: no fair to ihine 
Equivalent or second ! which compeli'd 
Me thus, though importune, perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worship thee, of right declared 
Sovereign of creatures, universal dame !" 

So talk'd the spirited sly snake ; and Eve, 
Yet more amazed, unwary thus replied * 

** Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in doubt 
The virtue of tnat fruit, in thee first proved : 
But say, where grows the tree'/ from heuee how 

far? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and various yet unknown 
To us : in such abundance lies our choice. 
As leaves a greater store of fruit untouch'd, 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow np to their provision, and more hands 
Help to disburden nature of her birth." 

To whom the wily adder, blythe and glad: 
** Empress, the way is ready, and not long; 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat. 
Fast by a foontahi, one small thicket past 
Of blowing myrrh and balm : if thou accept 
My conduct, 1 can bring thee thither soon." 
''Lead, then,'* said Eve. He, leading, swifUy 



In tHn^U'.s, and made intricnte <ecm .straiHrht, 
To mischief .swift. Hope clevatesi aiid jov 
Hrightens his crest. As when u waiiduriiig fire, 
('oninact of uiiftuous vapour, which the night 
(.'oiKlenses. and the cold environs round, 
Kindlod through agitation to a Hume, 
Which oft, they say. some evil spirit attends. 
Hovering and blazing with delusive light. 
Misleads the amazed uight-waiiderer from hi< 

way 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond oi 

l>ooI, 
Their swallow'd up and lost, from sucrour far; 
So glistei*ed the dire snake, and intt> fraud 
Led Kve. our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition. nH>t of all our wtx.' ; 
Which, when she saw. thus to her guide she 

spake: 
" Seri)ent. we might have spared our coming 

hither, 
Fruitless to me. though fruit be here to excess, 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee; 
Wondnms, indcod, if cause of such effects : 
Hut of this tree we may not taste nor touch ; 
(iod so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of His voice: the rest we live 
Law to ourselves; our reason Is our law." 
To whom the tempter guilffuilv replied.' 
" Indeed : hath (iod then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden trees ye shall not eat. 
Yet lords declared of all In earth or air?" 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : " Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat : 
Hut of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
Tlie garden. (}od hath said. * Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it. lest ye die.' " 
She scarce had said, though brief, when now 

more bold 
The tempter, but, with show of zeal and love 
To man, and Indignation at his wrong. 
New part puts on ; and, as to passion moved, 
Fluctuates disturb'd, yet comely, and in act 
Raised, as of some great matter to begin. 
As when, of old, some orator renown'd, 
In .\thens, or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourish'd, since mute, to some great cause ad- 

dress'd. 
Stood, in himself collected ; while each part. 
Motion, each act. won audience ere the tongue. 
Sometimes in height began, as no delay 
Of preface brooking, through his zeal of right : 
So standing, moving, or to neight n|)-gi-own. 
The tempter, ail imiMssIon'd, thus began . 

" O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plant, 
Mother of science ! now I feel thy power 
Within inc clear; not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the wavs 
Of highest agents, deem'd, however, wise.' 
Queen of this universe ! do not l>elieve 
Those rigid threats of death : ye shall not die ; 
How should ye ? by the fruit? it gives you life 
To knowledge; by the Threatener? Look on 

me. 
Me, who have tooched and tasted; yet both 

live. 
And life more perfect have attain'd than fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast 
Is open ? or will God incense His ire 
For such a petty trespass, and not praise 
Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing deatii he, 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil ; 
Of good, how just? of evil. If what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd 'i 
God, therefore, cannot hurt ye, and be just ; 
Not just, not God; not fear'd then, nor obey'd : 
Y'onr fear itself of death removes the fear. 
Why, then, was this forbid? Why, but to awe v 
Why, but to kee^ ye to-w icwSlVwcvwkv^^ 
H\s wor?A\\vVfcT%. '^fe\xvwi% VXv'».v\^'<^^ ^^^"^^ 
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Yet are but dim, slmll nrcHCUtlv he then 
Olieu'd nnU cleur'd. and ye shall be as gods, 
Knuwini; both good and evil, as they know. 
That ye sliall be as gods, since I as man, 
Internal man, is but proportion meet: 
l,.of brute, human: ye. of Imnian. gods. 
So ye shaii die, perliaps, t>y putting off 
Human, to put on gods : deatli to be wish*d. 
Though threaten a, wiiich no worse tlian this 

can bring. 
And wliat are gods, that man may not become 
As they, participating godlilcc food ? 
The gods are first, and that advantage use 
On our belief, that nil from tliem proceeds. 
1 question it: for this fair earth l see, . 
NVarm'd bv tlie sun. producing every klnti : 
Them, nothing . it tiicy ali tilings, who enclosed 
Knowledge ofgood and evil in this tree, 
That wlioso eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wisdom w^ithont their leave V and wherein lies 
Tiie offence, tiiat man siiould thus attam to 

know? 
Wliat can your knowledge Imrt him, or this tree 
Impart against His will, if ail be HisV 
Or is it envy? and can envy dwell 
In heavenly breasts? These, these, and many 

more 
Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 
Goddess humane, reach, then, and freely taste." 

He ended: and his words, replete with guile, 
Into lier heart too easy entrance won; 
FixM on the fruit she gtized, which to behold 
Migiit tempt alone ; and in ner ears tlie sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'rt 
With reason, to licr .seeming, and with truth: 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and 

waked 
An eager appetite, raised bv the smell 
So savoury of tliat fruit, which, with desire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste, 
.Solicited lier longing eye; yet first. 
Pausing awhile, thus to tierself she mused : 
••(Jreat are thy virtues, doubtless, best of 
fruits. 
Though kept from man, and xvortliy to be ad- 
mired : 
Whose taste, too long forborne, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue, not made lor speech, to speak Thy 

praise. 
Thy praise He also, who forbids thy use. 
Conceals not from us. naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good an<i evil ; 
Forbids us. then, to taste : but His forbidding 
<:ommends thee more, while it infers the good 
liy thee communicated, and our want- 
For good unknown snre is not had ; or, had. 
And yet unknown, is as not bad at all. 
In plain, tiien, wliut forbids He but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise ? 
Sucli prohit)itlons bind not. But, if death 
Binds us with after-bands, what profits, then, 
Our Inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit. <nir doom is, we shall die! 
How dies the ser|K;nt? he hath euteii, and lives. 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and dis- 
cerns. 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death Invented? or to us denied 
'I'liis intellectual food, for beasts reserv'cd ? 
For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which 

first 
Hath tasted envies not, but brings with joy 
The good befallen him, author uii suspect. 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 
AVhatfear I. then ? rather, what know to fear 
Under this ignor.mce of good or evil. 
Of God or death, of Uiw or penalty ? 
Hero grows the cure of ail, this fruit divine, 
Fair to the eye. Inviting to the taste. 
Of virtue to make wjse : what hinders, then, 
To reach, and Iced at once both body and 
mind?" 



So saying, her rash hand, in evil hour, 
Forth reaching to the fruit, she piuck'd, she 

ate: 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature, from her 

seat 
Sighing through all her works, gavo signs of 

woe, 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The guilty seri)ent ; and well might ; for Bro, 
Intent now only on her taste, nought else 
Regarded ; such deUght till then, as secm'd, 
In fruit she never tasted, whether true 
Or fancied so, through expectation iiigh 
Of knowledge , nor was godhead irom her 

thought. 
Greedily she engorged withoat restraint. 
And knew not eating death, satiate at length. 
And helghten'd as with wine, jocund and 

boon, 
Thus to herself she pleasingly began : 

**0 sovereign, virtuous, precious of ail trees 
In Paradiite ! of operation blest 
To sapience, hitherto obscured, infamed. 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without song, each morning, and due praise. 
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden cuso 
Of thv full branches, off er'd free to ail. 
Till, dieted i»y thee, 1 grow mature 
In knowledge, as the gods, wiio ail things know; 
Though others envy wliat they cannot give; 
For. tiad the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next, to thee I owe. 
Best guide: not following thee, I had remained 
In ignorance , thou open st wisdom's way. 
And gl vest access, though secret siic retii-e. 
And 1, perhaps, am secret: heaven is higii: 
High, and remote to see from thence distinct 
Each thing on earth: and other care, porliaps. 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbldder, safe with ail His spies 
About Him. But to Adam in what sort 
Shall I appear? shall I to him make known 
As yet my cliange, and give him to partake 
Full happiness with me; or rather not. 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my power. 
Without copartner? so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to draw liis love. 
And render iiic more equal; and. perhaps, 
A thing not undesirable, sometimes 
.Superior : for. inferior, who is free? 
This may be well: but what if God have seen. 
And death ensue ? ti.ien I shall be no more! 
And Adam, wedded to another Eve. 
Shall live with lier, enjoving, I extinct: 
A death to think ! Confirm'd, tlieu. I resolve, 
Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe ; ■ 
So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
I could endure— without him live no life." 

So saying, from the tree her step she tumM, 
But first, low reverence done, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whose presence had Infused 
Into the plant sciential sap. derived 
From nectar, drink «>f gods. Adam, the while. 
Waiting, desirous lier return, had wove 
Of choicest flowers a garland, to adorn 
Her tresses, and her rural labours crown. 
As reapers oft arc wont their harvest queen. 
Great joy he promised to his thoughts, and 

new 
Solace in her return, so long delay'd : 
Yet oft his heart, divine of something III. 
Misgave him ; he tlie faltering measure felt; 
And forth to meet iier went, the way she took 
That mom when first they parted; by the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass; there he her mot. 
Scarce from the tree returning! In her hand 
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smiled, 
Vew gathcr'd, and ambnwial smell diffused. 
To him she hasted : in her face excuse 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt; 
Which,- with bland words at will, she thus ad* 
• dress*d*. 
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Original : whQe Adam took no thought. 

Eating his fill ; nor Eve to iterate 

Her former trespass fear'd, the more to soothe 

Him with her iuved society ; that now. 

As with new wine intoxicated both. 

They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 

Divinity within them breeding wings. 

Wherewith to Bcom the earth : but that false 

fmit 
Far other other operation first display'd. 
Carnal desire inflaming: he on Eve 
Began to cast lasciviens eyes : she him 
As wantonly repaid ; in Inst they bum : 
Till Adam thus gan Eve to dalliance move : 

** Eve, now I see thou art exact of taste. 
And elegant, of sapience no small part : 
Since to each meaning savour we apply. 
And palate call Jndicioas : I the praise 
Yield thee, so well this day thon hast purvey'd. 
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstained 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting. If such pleasure be 
In things to ns forbidden, it might be wish'd. 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten ; 
Bat come, so well refresh'd, now let us play, 
As meet is, after such delicious fare : 
For never did thy beauty, since the day 
I saw thee first, and wedded thee, adorn'd 
With all perfections, so inflame my sense 
With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever ; bounty of this virtuous tree !" 
So said he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well understood. 
Of Eve, wbose eye darted contagious Are. 
Her hand he seized ; and to a shady bank. 
Thick overhead with verdant roof embower'd. 
He led her, nothing loth; flowers were the 

couch, 
Pansies and violets, and asphodel. 
And hyacinth ; earth's freshest, softest lap. 
There they their fill of love and love's disport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the seal. 
The solace of their sin ; till dewy sleep 
Oppress'd them, wearied with their amorous 

play. 
Soon as the force of that f allacions fruit. 
That, with exhilarating vapour bland. 
About their spirits had piay'd, and inmost 

powers 
Made err. was now exhaled : and gi'osser sleep. 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams 
Encnmber'd, now had left them: up they rose 
As from unrest : and, each the other viewing. 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their 

minds 
How darkened : innocence, that, as a veil. 
Had shadow'd them from knowing ill, was 

gone; 
Just confidence, and native righteousness. 
And honour, from about them naked left 
To guilty shame : he cover'd, but his robe 
Uncover'd more. So rose the Danite strong, 
Herculean Samson, from the harlot-lap 
Of Phiilstean Dalilah, and waked 
Shorn of his strength ; they, destitute and bare 
Of all their virtue, silent, and in face 
Confounded; long they sat, as stricken mute : 
Till Adam, though not less than Eve abashed. 
At length gave utterance to these words con- 
strain d: 
" O Eve, in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice : true in our tall. 
False in our promised rising; since our eyes 
Open'd we find, indeed, and find we know 
Both good and evil; good lost, and evil got: 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know ; 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void, 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity. 
Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and stain'd. 
And in our faces evident the signs 
Of foul concupiscence ; whence evil store; 
Even shame, the last of evils ; of the first 



Be sure then. How shall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or angel, erst with joy 
And rapture so oft beheld? Those heavenly 

shapes 
Will dazzle now this earthlv, with their blaze 
Insufferably bright. 01 mignt I here 
In solitude live-savage, in some glade 
Obscured, where highest woods, impeoetrable 
To star or sunlight, spread their umlmge broad 
And brown as evening ! cover me, ye pDmb ; 
Ye cedars, with innumerable bougns 
Hide me, where I may never see them more! 
But let ns now, as in had plight, devise 
What best may, for the present, serve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that aeemmo^ 
To shame obnoxious, and onseemUest seen; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves, together 

sew'd. 
And girded on our loins, may cover rovnd 
Those middle parts; that this new-oomer. 

Shame, 
There sit not and reproach ns as unclean.** 
So connseird he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose 
The fig-tree, not that kind for frnit renown'd. 
But snch as, at this day, to Indians known, 
In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms. 
Branching so broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and danghters 

grow 
About the mother-tree, a plllar*d shade. 
High over-arch'd, and echoing walks between ; 
There oft the Indian herdsman, shunning heat. 
Shelters in cool, and tends his pasturing herds 
At loop-holes cut through thickest shade : those 

leaves 
They gather'd, broad as Amazonian targe ; 
And, with what skill they had, tCHjether sew'd. 
To gird their waist : vain covering, if to hide 
Their guilt and dreaded shame! O, how unlike 
To that first naked glory ! Such, of late, 
Columbus found the American, so girt 
With feather'd cincture; naked else, and wild 
Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 
Thus fenced, and, as they thought, their shame 

in part 
Cover'd, but not at rest or ease of mind. 
They sat them down to weep : nor only tears 
Aain'd at their eyes, but high .winds worse 

within 
Began to rise : high passions, anger, hate. 
Mistrust, suspicion, discord; and shook sore 
Their inward state of mind, calm region once. 
And full of peace, now tost and tnrbnlent: 
For understanding ruled not, and the will 
Heard not her lore ; both in snbjection now 
To sensual appetite, who from beneath. 
Usurping over sovereign reason, daim'd 
Superior sway: from tnus distemper'd breast. 
Adam, estranged in look and alter'd style, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewM: 
" Would thou hadst hearken'd to my words. 

and stay'd 
With me, as I besought thee, when that strange 
Desire of wandering, this unhappy mom, 
I know not whence possess'd thee; we had 

then 
Remain'd still happy; not as now, despoil'd 
Of all our good ; shamed, naked, miserable \ 
Let none henceforth seek needless cause to ap- 

prove 
The faith they owe : when earnestly they seek 
Snch proof, conclude they then begin to fall.*' 
To whom, soon moved with touch of blame 
thus Eve : 
"What words have pass'd thy Ups, Adam, se- 
vere? 
Iroputest thon that to my default, or will 
Of wandering, as thou cali'st it, whieh who 

knows 
But might as ill have happen'dthon being br. 
Or to thyself, perhaps? Hadst thon been 

there, 
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Sin opeiJing; who thus now to Death began ; 

" O son, why sit we here, each other viewing 
Idly^wliile Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us, his •ffspring dear? It cannot be 
But that success attends him ; it mishap, 
Ere this he had return'd, with fury dj-iven 
By his avengers : since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Hethinlis 1 feel new strength within me rise. 
Wings growing, and dominion given me large, 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on, 
Or sympathy, or some connatural force, 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite. 
With secret amity, things of like kind. 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along : 
For Death from Sin no power can separate. 
But, lest the difficulty of passing back 
Stay his return, perhaps, over thl > gulf 
Impassable, impervious, let us try 
Adventurous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a patli 
Over this main from hell to that new world, 
Where Satan now prevails ; a monument 
Of merit high to all the infernal host, 
Easing their passage hence, for intercourse. 
Or transmigration, as their lot shall ieait. 
Nor can I miss the way, so strongly dniwn 
By this new-felt attraction and instinct." 
Whom thus the meagre shadow answered 
soon: 
" Go, whither fate, and inclination strong, 
Lead thee : I shall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading ; such a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innomerable, and taste 
Tlio savour of death from all things there that 

live: 
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid." 

So saying, with delight he snuff'd the smeli 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowi, though many a league re- 
mote, 
Against the day of battle, to a field. 
Where armies lie encamp'd, come flying, lured 
With scent of living carcasses design 'd 
For death, the followjng day, in bloody fight : 
So scented the grim feature, and npturn'd 
His nostril wide into the murky air ; 
Sagacious of his quarry from so far. 
Then both, from out hell g^es, into the waste 
Wide anarchy of chaos, damp and dark. 
Flew diverse ; and with power (their power was 

great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 
Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 
Toss'd up and down, togetlier crowded drove. 
From each side shoaling towards tlie mouth of 

heil: 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 
Mountains of ice, that stop the Imagined way 
Beyond Petsora eastward, to the ricii 
C'athaian coast. The aggregated soil. 
Death, with his mace petriflc, cold and dry. 
As with a trident smote, and flx'd as firm 
As Deios, floating once ; the rest his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move : 
And with asphaltic slime, broad as the gnte, 
Deep to the roots of hell the gather'd beach 
Tliey fastened, and the mole immense wrought 

on. 
Over the foaming deep, hlgh-arch*d, a bridge 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immovable of this now fenceless world. 
Forfeit to Death ; from hence a passage broad. 
Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to hell. 
So, if great things to small may be compared, 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 
From Snsa, his Memnonian palace high, 
<'ame to the sea ; and, over IleUespont 
BrJdg^lBsrhla way, Europe with Asia joined, 
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And scourged with many a stroke the indignant 

waves. 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous 

art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 
Over the vex'd abyss, following the tract 
Of Satan to the self-same place, where he 
First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 
From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 
Of this round world .^with pins of adaaiant 
And chauis they made all fast, too fiist tiwy 

made 
And durable ! And now in little space 
Tiie confines met of empyrean heaven 
And of this world ; and, on the left hand, heil 
With long reach interposed ; three several ways 
In sight, to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to earth they had descried 
To Paradise first tending ; when, behold ! 
Satan, in likeness of an angel brijerht. 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion steering 
His zenith, while the sun in Aries rose : 
Disguised he came ; but those Ms children dear 
Their parent soon discerned, though in disguise. 
He, after Eve seduced, unmindful slunk 
into the wood fast by ; and. changing shape, 
To observe the sequel, saw his guileful act, 
liy Eve, though all unweeting, seconded 
Upon her husband ; saw their shame that 

sought 
Vain covertures ; but when be saw descend 
The Son of God to Judge them, terrified 
He fled ; not hoping to escape, but shun 
TIic present ; fearing, guilty, what His wrath 
Might suddenly inflict ; that past, retnni'd 
By night, and. listening where the hapless |)air 
Sut in their sad discourse, and various plaint. 
Tlience gathered bis own doom ; which under- 
stood 
Not Instant, but of future time, with Joy 
And tidings fraught, to hell he now return'd: 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontiflce, unhoped 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at aight 
Of that stupendous bridge his joy inereased. 
Long he admiring stood, till Sin, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke: 

" O parent, these are thy magnific deed- , 
Thy trophies ! which thou view'st as not tbine 

own. 
Thou art their author, and prime architect 
For I no sooner in my heart divined 
(My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moves, with thine. Joined tn connexion 

sweet) 
That thou on earth hadst prosper'd, which thy 

looks 
Now also evidence, but straight I felt, 
Though distant from thee worlds between, yet 

felt 
That I must after thee, with this thy son ; 
Such fatal consequence unites us three. 
Hell could no longer hold us In her bounds. 
Nor this unvoyageabie gulf obscure 
Detain from following thy illustrious track : 
Thou hast achieved our liberty, confined 
Within heli-gates till now; thou us empowered 
To fortify thus far, and overlay, 
With this portentous bridge, the dark abyss. 
Thine now is all this world, thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not; thy wisdom 

gain'd. 
With odds, what war hath lost, and fu' 

avenged 
Our foil in heaven: here thou shalt monai'- 

reign. 
There didst not; there let Him still vicr.- 

sway. 
As battle hath adjudged ; from this new world 
Hetiring, by His own doom olienated : 
And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
Of all tilings, paitcd by the empyreal bounds. 
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His quadratare, from thy orblcnlAr world ; 
Or try thee now more daogeroas to Uls throne.'* 
Wh<Hn thus the prince of darkness answer'd 

glad: 
**Fair daughter, and thoa son and grandchild 

both; 
High proof ye now have given to be the race 
or Satan, (for I glory in tne name. 
Antagonist of heaven's Almighty lUng,) 
Amply have merited of me— <tf all 
The infernal empire, that so near heaven's door 
Triomphal with triomphal act have met. 
Mine, with this glorious work; and made one 



Hen and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore, while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road, witn 

ease. 
To my associate powers, them to acquaint 
With these successes, and with them rejoice— 
Tou two this way, amongthese numerous orbs, 
All yours, right down toTaradise descend : 
There dwell, and reign in bliss: thence on the 

earth 
Dominion exercise, and in the air. 
Chiefly on man, sole lord of all declared : 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kilL 
My substitutes 1 send ye, and create 
Pienipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me : on your Joint vigour now, 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 
Through Sin to Death exposed by my exploit. 
If your Joint power prevail, the aCTairs of hell 
No detriment need fear : go. and be strons:." 
So saying, he dismlss'd them; they with 

speed 
Their course through thickest constellations 

held. 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted stars look'd 

wan; 
And planets, planet-struck, real eclipse 
Then snlfer'd. The other way Satan went 

down 
The caosey to heH-gate : on either side 
Disparted Chaos overbuilt exclaim'd, 
And with rebounding surge the bars assailM. 
That scom*d his Indignation : through the gute, 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd. 
And aU about found desolate; for those. 
Appointed to sit there, had left their charge, 
Flown to the upper world ; the rest were all 
Far to the inland retired, about the walls 
Of Pandemonium, city and proud seat 
Of Lucifer, so by allusion call*d 
Of that bri^t star to Satan paragon'd: 
There kept their watch the legions, while the 

grand 
In council sat, solicitous what chance 
3flght intercept their emperor sent; so ho. 
Departing, gave command, and they observed. 
As when the Tartar, from his Russian foe. 
By Astracan, over the snowy plains, 
Aetlres ; or Bactrian Sophi, from the horns 
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 
To Tauris or Casbeen ; so these, the late 
Heaven-I>anish'd host, left desert utmost hell 
Many a dark league, reduced in careful watch 
Round their metropolis, and now expecting 
Each lionr their great adventurer, from the 

seandi 
Of foreign worids. He through the midst, un- 
marked. 
In show plebeian angri militant 
Of lowest order, pass'd ; and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall invisible 
Ascended his high throne; which, under state 
Of richest texture spread, at the upper end 
Was placed in regal lustre. Down a while 
He sat, and round about him saw, unseen: 
At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 
And Shane star-bright appear'd, or brighter, 



With what permissive glory since his fall 
Was left him, or false glitter : all amazed 
At that so sudden blase, the Stygian throng 
Bent their aspect, and whom they wish'd be- 
held. 
Their mighty chief return'd: loud was the 

acclaim : 
Forth rnsh'd in haste the great consulting 

peers, 
Raised from their dark divan, and with like joy 
Coiigratulant apprtmcli'd him, who with hand 
Silence, and with these words, attention won : 
*' Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, 
powers 
For in possession such, not only of right, 
I call ye, and declare yo now; retam d 
Saccessful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accursed, the house of woe. 
And dnngeon of onr tyrant: now possess. 
As lords, a spacious worid, to our native heaven 
Littiu inferior, by my adventure hard, 
With peril great achleve<l. Long were to tell 
What I have done, what suffer'd; with what 

pain 
Voyaged the unreal, vast, unbounded deep 
Of horrlhlc confusion ; over whlcli, 
By Sin and Death, a broad way now is paved. 
To expedite your glorious march ; but I 
Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forced to ride 
The untractable abyss, plunged In the womb 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wild. 
That, Jealous of their secrets, fiercely opposed 
My journey strange, with clamorous upnmr 
Protesting fate supreme: thence, how I found 
The new-created world, which fame in heaven 
Long had foretold : a fabric wonderful. 
Of absolute perfection ! therein man. 
Placed in a Paradise, by onr exile 
Made happy : him by fraud 1 have sednccd 
From his Creator: and. the more to increase 
Your wonder, with an apple : He, thereat 
Offended, worth jour laughter! hath given up 
Both His t>el«>ved man. and all this world, 
To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us. 
Without our hazard, labour, or alarm, 
To range m. and to dwell, and over man 
To mle as over all He shonld have ruled. 
True is, ino also He hath Judged, or rather 
Me not. but the brute serpent, in whose shape 
Man I deceived !— that which to me l>elongs 
Is enmity, which Ho will put between 
Me and mankind ; I am to bruise his heel ; 
His seed, when is not set, shall bruise my head: 
A world wlio would not pnrchase with a bruLso, 
Or much more grievous pain? Yv have the ac- 
count 
Of my performance ; what remaim*, ye gods. 
But np, and enter now into full bliss?** 

So having said, a while he stood, expecting 
Their nnlversal shout, and high applause. 
To All his ear: when, contrary, he hears. 
On ail sides from Innnmerable tongues, 
A dismal, universal hiss, the sound 
Of public scorn; he wonder'd ; but not long 
Had leisure, wondering at himself now more ; 
His visage drawn, ho felt to sharp and spare ; 
His arms clung to his ribs ; his legs entwining 
Each other, till, supplanted, down he fell 
A monstrous serpent, on his belly prone, 
Reluctant, hut in vain: a greater Power 
Now ruled him, punish'd in the shape he sinn'd. 
According to his doom. He would nave spoke. 
But hiss for hiss retnm'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue ; for "now were all transfunu'd 
Alike to serpents all, as accessories 
To his bold riot : dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thlck-fiwarming 

now 
With complicated monsters head and 1«A1^ 
Scorpion, aT\<\ tis^, «kxv^ ^lxsv^V^ww*. ^x^^ 
Cerastes YxottV A, Yvy vVnv*, «cA ftVs\R ^"^^'^^ ^^^v 
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Their comers, when with bltuter to oonfonnd 
Sea. air, and shore: the thunder when to ruU 
With terror tlirouffh the dark aerial halL 
Some say. He bid his angels turn askance 
The poles of earth, twice ten degrees and more, 
From the snn's axle : they with labuor pu8h*d 
Obliqne the centric globe. Some say, the snn 
Was Did torn reins from tbo equinoctial road 
Like distant breadtb to Tanrus with the seven 
Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan twins. 
Up to the tropic Crab; thence down amuin 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 
Of seasons to each clime ; else had the spring 
Peri>etnai smiled on earth with veriuint 

flowers, 
Eqnal in days and nights, except to those 
Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 
Had uabenlghted shone, while the low snn. 
To recompense his distance, in their sight 
Had rounded still the horizon, and not Known 
Or east or west, which had forbid the snow 
From cold Estotihind. and south as far 
Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit. 
Ttie sun, as from Thyestean banquet, tnm'd 
His course intended ; else, how had the world 
Inhabited, though sinless, more than now. 
Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat ? 
These changes in the heavens, though slow, 

produced 
Like change on sea and land : sidereal blast. 
Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hot. 
Corrupt and pestilent : now, from the north 
Of Noriunbega, and the Samoed shore. 
Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with Ice, 
And snow, and hall, and stormy gust and flaw, 
Borcus, and Caecias. and Argestcs lou.1. 
And Tlirascias, rend tiio woods, and seas up- 
turn : 
With adverse blasts upturns them from the 

south 
Notus, and Afcr, black with thunderous clouds 
From Sierra Liona ; thwart of these, as fierce, 
Forth rush*d the Levant and the Ponent winds, 
Kurus and Zephyr, with their Uterai noise. 
Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifeless tHlngs : but Discord first, 
Daugliter of Sin, among the irrational 
Death introduced, through fierce antipathv. 
Beast now with beast, 'gan war, and fowl with 

fowl. 
And fish with fish : to graze the herb all leav- 
ing, 
Devour d each other t nor stood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him, or, with countenance 

irrim. • 
Glared on him passing. Those were, from with- 
out. 
The growing miseries whicli Adam saw 
Already in port, though hid in gloomiest shade. 
To sorrow abandoned, but worse felt within ; 
And in a troubled sea of passion tost, 
TliuA to disburden sought with sad complaint: 

" O miserable of happy ! Is this the end 
Of this new glorious world, and me so late 
The glory of that glory? who now, become 
Accursed of blessed, hide me from the face 
Of God, wliom to behold was then mv height 
Of happiness ! Yet well, If here would end 
The misery ; I deserved It, and would bear 
Mv own deservings: but this will not serve : 
All that I eat or drink, or shall beget. 
Is propagated curse. O voice, once heard 
Delightfully. ' Increase and multiply ;' 
Now death to hear ! for what can I increase. 
Or multiply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of all uges to succeed, but, feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curse 
My head ? ' III fare our ancestor impure ! 
For this wo may thank Adam !' but his thanks 
Shall be the execration: so, besides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound ; 



On me, as on their natural centre, light 
Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting Jovs 
Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes^. 
Did I reauest Thee, Maker, from my clay 
To mould me man ? Did I solicit Thee 
From darkness to promote me, or liere place 
In this delicious garden ? As my will 
Concurr'd nut to my being. It were but right 
And equal to reduce me to ray dust ; 
Desirous to resign, and render back, 
All I received : unable to perform 
Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I sought not. To the loss of that, 
SuflBcient i)cnaltv, why hast thou added 
The sense of endless woes ? Inexplicable 
Tliy Justice seems : yet, to say truth, too late 
I thus contest ; then should have been refused 
Those terms, whatever, when they were pro- 
posed. 
Tliou didst accept them: wilt thou enjoy the 

good. 
Then cavil the conditions? and, though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what If thy son 
Prove disobedient; and, reproved, retort, 
* Wherefore didst thou beget me ?' I sought it 

not. 
Wouldst thou admit for His contempt of thee 
That proud excuse ? yet him, not thy election, 
But natural necessity, begot. 
God made thee of choice His own, and of Ills 

own 
To serve Him : thy reward was of His grace ; 
Thy punishment, then. Justly is at His wllL 
Be it so, for I submit : His doom Is fair, 
That dust I am, and shall to dust return ; 
O welcome hour whenever ! Why delays 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Flx'd on this day ? Why do I overlive ? 
Why am 1 mock d with death and lengthen'd out 
To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet 
Mortality, my sentence, and be earth 
Insensible ! How glad would lay inc down. 
As in my mother's lap ! There I should rest. 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears; no four of worse 
To me, and to my offspring, would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die ; 
Lest that pure breath of life— the spirit of man. 
Which God Inspired, cannot together perish 
With this corporeal clod; then, in the grave. 
Or in some other dismal place, who knows 
But I shall die a living death ? O thought 
Horrid If true ! Yet why ? It was but breath- 
Of life that sinnM: what dies but what had life- 
And sin? The body properly bath neither. 
All of me, then, shall die : let this appease 
The doubt, since human reach no farther 

knows 
For though the Lord of all be infinite. 
Is His wrath also ? Be it, man Is not so. 
But mortal doom'd. How can He exercise 
Wrath without end on man, whom death must 

end? 
Can He make deathless death ? That were to 

make 
Strange contradiction, which to God himself 
Impossible Is held ; as argument 
Of weakness, not of power. Will he draw out. 
For anger's sake, finite to Infinite 
In puiush'd man, to satisfy His rigour. 
Satisfied never ? That were toextend 
His sentence beyond dust and nature's law, 
By which all causes else, according still 
To the reception of their matter, act; 
Not to the extent of their own sphere. But say 
That death be not one stroke, as I supposed. 
Bereaving sense, but endless misery 
From this day onward— which I feel begun 
Both In me, and without me->and so last 
Tu perpetuity: ah, me! that fear 
Comes thundering back with dreadful tevoVvr 
tloi\ 
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Woald speed before thee, and be loader heard. 
That on my head all might be visited ; 
Thy frailty and inflrmer sex forgiven, 
To me committed, and by me exposed. 
Bat rise: let as no more contend, nor blame 
£ach other, blamed enough elsewhere; but 

strive. 
In ofllces of love, how we may lighten 
Each other's burden. In our snare of woe ; 
8ince this day's death denoanced, If aught 1 

see. 

Will prove no sadden, bnt a slow-paced evil— 
A long day's dying to augment our pain. 
And to our seed (O hapless seed !) derived/' 
To whom thas Eve, recovciing heart, re- 

pUed:— 
^ Adam, by sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find. 
Found so erroneous, thence by just event 
Fuund so unfortunate : nevertheless. 
Restored by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regam 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart,' 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are risen. 
Tending to some relief of our extremes. 
Or end : though sharp and sad, yet tolerable, 
As In our evils, and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most, 
Which must be bom to certam woe. devonr'd 
By death at last (and miserable it is 
To be to others caase of misery. 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this carsed world a woeful race. 
That, after wretched life, must be at last 
Food for so foal a monster) ; in thy power 
It lies yet, ere conception, to prevent 
The race anblest, to being yet nnbegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain : so death 
Shall be deceived his glut, and with us two 
Be forced to satisfy his ravenous maw. 
Bnt if thoa Judge ft hard and difflcalt. 
Conversing, looking, loving, to abstoin 
From love s due rites, nuptial embraces sweet, 
And. with desire, to languish without hope. 
Before the present object langnishing 
With like desire; which wonld be misery 
And torment less than none of what we dreftd ; 
Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make short. 
Let ns seek death ; or. he not found, snpply 
With our own hands his office on ourselves. 
Why stand we longer shivering under fears 
That shew no end bat death ; and have the 

power. 
Of many ways to die, the shortest choosing, 
Destruction with destruction to destroy ?" 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest; so much of death her 

thoughts 
Had eniertaln'd, as dyed her cheeks with pale. 
Bnt Adam, with such counsel nothing sway d, ' 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Laboaring had raised : and thus to Eve replied : 
**Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure 

seems 
To argue in thee something more snbllmo 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns ; 
Bnt self-destruction therefore sought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee ; and implies. 
Not thy contempt, but angnish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overloved. 
Or if thon covet death, as atmost end 
Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty prononnced, doubt not bnt Ood 
Hath wiseuer arm'dHls vengeful ire, than so 
To be forestalled ; mach more I fear lest death, 
So snatch'd, will not exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay; rather, such acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in ns live : then let us seek 
Some safer resolution, which methinks 
I have In view. ckUlng to mind with heed 



Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The serpent's head : piteous amends! unless 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe, 
Satan : who. In the serpent, hath contrived 
Against us this deceit : to crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed ! which will be lost 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless davs 
Resolved, as thou proi)osest ; so our foe 
Shall 'scape his punishment ordain'd, and we. 
Instead, shall double ours upon our heads. 
No more be mcntlon'd then, of violence 
Against ourselves, and wilful barrenness 
That cuts US off from hope and savours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite. 
Reluctance against God, and Ills Just yoke 
Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper lie both heard and Judged, 
Without wrath or reviling; we expected 
Immediate dissolution, which we tnought 
Was meant by death that day; when, lol to 

thee 
Tains only In child-bearing were foretold. 
And bringing forth, soon recompensed with Joy, 
Fruit of thy womb. On me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the ground; with labour I must earn 
My bread ; what harm ? Idleness had been worse ; 
My labour will sustain me ; and, lest cold 
Or heat should injure us. His timely care 
Hath, unbesonglit, provided: and His hands 
Clothed us. unworthy, pitying while He judged ; 
How much more, if we pray Him, will His ear 
Be open, and His heart to pity Incline, 
And teach us further by what means to shun 
Tho inclement seasons, rahi, ice, hail, and snow! 
Which now the sky, with various face, bcKlns 
To shew ns In this mountain ; while the winds 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful 

locks 
Of these fair-spreading trees; which bids us 

seek 
Some better shrond, some better warmth, to 

cherish 
Onr limbs bennrob'd, ere this diurnal star 
Leave cold the night, how we his gathcr'd 

beams 
Reflected may with matter sere foment ; 
Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire : as late the clouds 
Justling, or push'd with winds, rude in their 

shock. 
Tine the slant lightning; whose thwart flame. 

driven down. 
Kindles the gummy bailc of fir or pine. 
And sends a comfortable heat from far. 
Which might supply the sun: such fire to nsc. 
And what may else be remedy or cure 
To evils which our own misdeeds have wrought. 
He will Instruct ns praying, and of grace 
Beseeching him : so as we need not fear 
To pass commodiously this life, sustain'd 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dust, our final rest and native home. 
What better can we do, than, to the place 
Repairing where He Judged us, prostrate fall 
Before Him, reverent : and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite. In sign 
Of sorrow unfolgn'd, and humiliation meek ? 
Undoubtedly He will relent, and turn 
From His displeasure ; in whose look serene. 
When angry most He seem'd, and most severe. 
What else but favour, grace, and mercy, shone?'* 

So spake our father, penitent ; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they forthwith to the place 
Repairing where Ho Judged them, prostrate fell 
Before Him, reverent, and both confess'd 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd with 

tGAt*8 

Watering the ground ; and with their sighs th& 
air 

01 sorrow uide\«OL«L,wA\v'raBJ!»36>X«a.Tas^^ 



HILTON'S P0EM9. 
BOOK XL 



pl^ln!6m"Kra™d™oSdlnB'^3'rsni"«fa 
KcBenerale grow ImKBix', thai iLEba iiu< 

ImpLred, anil wUif'd (or heaven wi:n spccdliri 
Than SlSd«l onto ■ stlhclr K 

<M*Th™is 'jtood''i]evSiit." To° bolveu'llio"' 



Prom TbjF SaplinUA grace In man ; tLcse «ighi 

InMrivM tor blnuj me. hli Adrouue 
AndDTOplUathMI : all hie worki on me. 
■Oood,oriiotB4oi]- inftraft; m7 merit thoeQ 
■Shall pertBtt. uhI lor tliese my dealh shuU paj-. 

. The imell o( pauce to'wird mankind : let blm 
Before TUee ncoiieLled. at least hie dar* 
>'umli«r'd, thouvb lud. lUL dealli. Ills doom 

Tu LKCIer life thaR yield blm. wl^ero wllli me 

To whom the Father, oltliout doml aerenei 
" All Thy "alien (or num. acuptad Sou, 

Bnl, longer In ttaUPiradtie la dwull, 



ir. and purge blm (^, 



Mo grou. >D oa 

Ai ■ dlatatnur onM tbii'faVgiijiii, 
And Boital nod, u may dluoat him beet 
For dtHohulon wroaght ^ iln, tb» flni 
UMemper'd all tblngi, and of Incorrupt 
Corrupted, I, ■! dnt. wilb (i>o lair illu 
And immortalJlr: that [ondly foil, 
TIB I prorUlea tttmlh! fodailli twcom'oi 



Ids him up to a high hill ; hu before hhn In 



with mankind I prot^eJ. 



Hi: UHilcil. and (tip Hon mvo slanal high 



The Almighty IbDs pnmonnced Hli Hverelga 

Hie knowledge of goud loit and evil got ; 

He somnn noir, lepeols, and pran contrite, 
H J mothuii in hun i lonHr thu uuv mora, 
Hh hsaitl know bow HflaUa and vain. 
Soll-leni L«R.thaiaKmhlaHnrtioiaeTlHUMl 
Reach aiM> of th« UM otUta, aod eat, 
And live for «cr. (dnwn at ieut l» lire 
For erer.) to nuMTa Una I deem, 
And tend Um fnmi tiM ^nlBi forth to Ilil 
The gnnud wheuM ha wai taken, fliwr aolL 
Hiehaal, till* n; bahagt have thon In charge ; 
Take » ihoe (rnia unong Iha ctNntiim 
Thy ehulea of Oambit waiHora, l*M Uw ttcnO, 
Vacant poauiilon. ume new tmhWo wlno; 

To them, and to ttulr progeny, [ram thence 
Ferpetnal banlshmeuL Vat. lest they lahit 

(Fur [ iHhold them aofiMVLuid *rUh lean 
BewalUnf tbir ueeiaj all twmr bids. 
If pallendr Iby Uddli« tha:r obiy, 
i>limlM than not dlHooaolatoi ravenl 
To Adam wbat ■hall eon In future dnyi. 

Ho lend Ihem forth, though lorrowing, yet In 



And guard all' pauage to (he tree of life; 
Leet FaradlM a recemacle prora 
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sed; and the archangeUo power pre* 
sd 

. deseent : with him the cohort bright 
ftaichembim: four faces each 
ft doable Janus ; all their shape 
. with eyes moru nnmerons thAn those 
, and more wakeful than to drowse, 
with Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
ea, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 
tte the world with nacred light, 
la waked, and with fresh dews em- 
m'd 

h ; when Adam and first matron Eve 
cd now their orisons, and foand 
I added from above ; new hope to 
ing 

wpalr; Joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 
has to Eve his welcome words re- 
«r'd: 

easily may faith admit that all 
id which we enjoy from heaven de 
tnds: 

: from as aught should ascend to heaven 
dent, as to ouncern the mind 
high-blest, or to Incline His wIlU 
beUef may seem ; yet this will prayer, 
hort sigh of human breath, upborne 
the scat of God. For since I sought 
«r the offended Deity to appease, 
, and before Him humbled all my heart, 
ght I saw Him placable and mild, 
r His ear ; persuasion in me grew 
ras heard with favour ; iwace retum'd 
J my breast, and to my memory 
mUse, that thy seed &hall bruise our 

s; 

then not minded In dismay, yet now 
( me that the bitterness of death 
, and we shall live. Whence, hail to 
oe, 

rhtly caird mother of al^ mankind, 
of all things livinf;, since by thee 
to live, and all tilings live for man." 
horn thus Eve, with sad demeanour, 
meek: 

Hthy I such title should belong 
transgressor, who, for thee ordain'd 
liec:imc thy snare : to me reproach 
belongs distrust, and all dispraise: 
Inite in pardon was my Judge, 
, who first brought death on all, am 
raced 

irce of life ; next favourable thou, 
ighly thus to entitle me vonchsafest, 
icr name deserving. But the field 
)ar calls us, now with sweat Imposed, 

I after sleepless night ; for see the mom, 
:oncem'd with our unrest, begins 

sy progress, smiling: let us forth; 

r from thy side henceforth to stray. 

\*r our day's work lies, though now en- 

>urci 

ouH till day droop: while here we dwell.' 

uui be toilsome in these pleasant walks? 

at us live, though in fallen state, content." 

imkc, so wish'd much-humbled Eve ; but 

II tu 

UhhI not. Nature first gave signs ira- 

reas'd 

1, beast, air : air suddenly eclipsed, 

hort blush of morn ; nigh, in her sisht, 

rd of Jove, stoop'd from his aery tour, 

rds of gayest plume before him drove : 

from A iiill, the l>east that reigns in 

roods. 

nuter then, pursued a gentle brace, 

Biit of all the forest, hart and iiind ; 

to the eastern gate was bent their flight. 

observed, and with his eye the chase 

ng, not unmoved, to Eve thus spake: 

've, some further change awaits us nigh. 

Heaven, by these mate signs In natnre, 

hews. 



Foremnners of His purpose: or to warn 
Us, haply too secare of our discharge 
From penalty, because from death released 
Some days: how long, and what till then our 

life. 
Who knows? or more than this, that we are 

dost. 
And thither mast return, and be no more ? 
Why else this double object in our sight. 
Of flight parsned in the air, and o'er the ground. 
One Mray the self-same hour? why, in the east. 
Darkness ere day's mid-coarse, and morning- 
light 
Mere orient in yon western cload. that draws 
O'er the Uae firmament a radiant white. 
And slow descends with something heavenlr 
fraught?" 
He err'd not: for, by this, the heavenly bands 
Down from a sky of Jasper lighted now 
In Paradise, and on a hill made halt; 
A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dlmm'd Adam's eye. 
Kot that more glorious, when the angels met 
Jacob in Mahanalm, where he saw 
Ihe field pavilion 'd with his guardians bright; 
Nor that which on the flaming meant appear'd 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of flre. 
Against the Syrian king, who, to surprise 
One man, assassin-like, had levied war. 
War nnproclaim'd. The princely hierarch 
In (their bright stand there left his powers, to 

seize 
Possession of the garden ; he alone. 
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way. 
Not unpercelved of Adam ; who to Eve. 
While the great visitant approach'd, thus 
spake: 
^'Eve, now expect great tidings, which, per- 
haps. 
Of us will soon determine, or impose 
New laws to be observed ; for I descry. 
From vender blazing cloud that veils the hill. 
One of the heavenly nost, and, by his gait. 
None of the meanest ; some great potentate. 
Or of the thrones above, such majesty 
Invests his coming: yet not terrible. 
That I should fear, nor sociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I should mucii conflde. 
Rut solemn and snblime ; whom, not to offend. 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire." 
He ended; and the archangel soon drew 
nigh. 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 
A military vest of purple flow'd. 
Livelier than Melibcean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce : Iris had dipt the woof; 
His starry helm unbuckled shew'd him prime 
In manhood where youth ended : by his side. 
As in a glistering zodiac hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his nand the spear. 
Adam bow'd low : he, kingly, trom his state 
Inclined not, but his coming thus declared : 
**Adam, Heaven's high behest no preface 
needs: 
Sufflcient that thy prayers are heard; and 

death. 
Then due by sentence when thou didst trans- 
gress 
Defeated of his seizure many days. 
Given thee of grace, wherein thou mayst re- 
pent. 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayst cover: well may, then, thy Lord, ap- 
peased. 
Redeem thee quite from death's rapaoious 

claim ; 
But longer in this Paradise to dwell 
Permits not ; to remove thee I am come. 
And send thee from the garden forth, to till 
The groand wtv%tvcfc xYkivoL -wix \AKa-, ^NwKt 

sow:* 
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Hut I th» iHva tbse, i'lmdiM ' thaa 
IlHSiiiiiUTelou; ibeu bappj walk! uiii 
lUbuuitotiodt? vlwn I tau hoiw lo I 
QuM, tbo*^ Hd, UutMpU* ol tiui di 
ThBtmoMlMnuulMulKitli? Oflui 
Hut iMxr wilt lo othar cUmMe grow, 
Hj MTlyTliimicir, aiiaMiT tau 
Afavm; wlildi ■ bnd Dp wltli lender hi 
-From UH lint opguns nid, and «i.ve ye 



BeomiW. uidhla KUtsi^d ipliUiniitnrfd, 
Td XIbIihI Unu Ui hamU* wocde •ddreie'd : 
"CeleMliI, whether unonK Uw thnuM, o 

Of Ihem the hishest; lor encli ol shape ma; 
Ttaj' maiaua, yibuA might «l>e In leUlu 



Our ftalUr an •uuSarth 
Dapartnra (nm tUi hunt i»w^ wiu s^-x.^ 
Baoao, tBloPlr dsuoSniNi letc 
^bUk wool CTWO (UjitaiBielaa 
'^^'^^--^Int.Bof known ! and U, by praj 
1 conld hope to change the wfu 



Bt. departhu hence. 



1», and to mr aona rehue. 
utBaipHiir^; ander tlili Craa 
1 aawuihwa pitiei Hi> Tolea 
I uenroi nsn with nm ai tSia lauDUln tUK'd: 
So maor gntalnl altan I wonid tear 
Of iraaar tar^ and pile up everr etone 
CM Inatra from tba brook, in ni«D»r7 

01>«[ sweet-aiDeuliig game, and fmiti, and 



■ On IhU mouit B< 



HIa b^ht appear) 
^Fthonibfaed 

QladtTbehoLif thongb hi 

Ol8lc«7.andIarcAlaia_._. 

Jo whom thne Wctaaet, wuii regard benign : 
"Adam, IbMi kugw'it haareo ffii, and all Iba 






to poflBoe and ruir^ 



3d 1>, a> here, and wlU be tound aUka 



''"-'-^h^"afiks 
llUlollowlngtbee itmwS'iiSSu''th!LrD 
iTpteu.am] of His itepi the IraeK divine. 
IThicli that thou mayit believe, aad b« 

»« thou Irom bcnca dennt, know, I na aei 
D >hew tbaa <rbu alBtrcaM IB tuua day 



InMCOMandliv 
I patienDE, and tatMBHr tnj with lau 



tbronfr 
indfaTtMB 

irtbFui*ianabenpi«iued«idiin" 

moitai puaaga when A cornea. Aecend 

±m bill; letEnUor I Btn dteneh'd bar eyei 

Hen iImp beknr, while iboa lo lorseigl 

To whom tbm Adamg^atefllllr^ephed- 
"Aacend, I loUovr Ibee, lafe gnlde, the path 
Tbuu lead'ii me; and la the band at HeiTC 
However ehutenlDi ; to the eill tnm 

Of Paradise tha blghcit 1 tram whoea top. 
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GaUna, whose great city.Gerjon's sons 
Call El Dorado. Bat to nobler sights 
Michael from Adam's eyes the film removed, 
Which that false fruit, that promised clearer 

sight 
Had bred : then purged with euphrasy and me 
The visual nerve, for he had much to see. 
And from the well of life three drops Instlird. 
So deep the power of these ingredients pierced, 
Even to the Inmost seat of mental sight, 
That Adam, now enforced to cloite his eyes, 
Simk down, and all his spirits became en- 
tranced ; 
But him the gentle angel by the hand 
^oon raised, and his attention thus recall'd : 

" Adam, now ope tblne eyes, and first behold 
The effects which thy original crime hath 

wrought 
In some to spring from thee, who never touch'd 
The excepted tree, nor with the snake con- 
spired, 
l«or smn'd thy sin ; yet from that sin derive 
Cormption, to bring forth more violent deeds.'* 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field. 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves, 
JSew-reap'd; the other part, sheep-walks and 

folds ; 
In tbe midst an altar, as the iand-mark stood 
Jtustic of grassy sward : thither, anon. 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First-fruits, the green ear, and the yellow 

sheaf, 
.Uncull*d, as came to hand ; a shepherd next, 
Jtlore meek, came with the firstlings of his flock, 
<:hoicest and best : then, sacrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incense strew'd, 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites perform'd 
His offering soon propitious fire from heaven 
Consumed with nimble glance, and grateful 

steam; 
The other's not, for his was not sincere : 
Whereat he inly raged, and. as they talk'd, 
Smote him into the midriff with a stone 
That beat out life : he fell, and, deadly pale. 
Groan'd out his soul, with gushing blood effused. 
3Iuch at that sight was Adam In his heart 
Dismay'd, and thus in haste to the angel cried * 

**0 teacher, some great mischief hath befallen 
To that meek man, who well had sacrificed ; 
Is piety thus and pure devotion, paid ?" 
To whom Michael thus, he also moved, re- 
plied: 
**■ These two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins : ttie unjust the just hath slain. 
For envy that his brotlMr's offering found 
.From Heaven acceptance ; but the bloody fact 
Will be avenged: and the other's faith, ap- 
proved. 
Lose no reward, though here thou see him die, 
llolling in dust and gore." To which our sire : 
** Alas ! both for the deed, and for the cause ! 
But.have 1 now seen death ? Is this the way 
I must return to native dust ? O sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold ! 
Horvid to think, how horrible to feel !'* 
To whom thus Michael: *' Death thou hast 
seen 
In his first shape on man : but many shapes 
Of death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave ; all dismal, yet to sense 
More terrible at the entrance than within. 
Some, as thou saw'st, by violent stroke shall 

die: 
By fire, flood; famine; by intemperance more 
In meats aad drinks, which on the earth shall 

bring 
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew 
Before thee shall appear, that thou mayst know 
What misery the Inabstinence of Eve 
Shall bring on men." Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear'd, sad. noisome, dark, 
A lazar-house it seem'd, wherein were laid 
'lumbers of all diseased ; aU maladies 



Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-sick agony, all feverous kinds. 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intestine stone and ulcer, cholic pangs. 
Demoniac frenzy, moping melancholy, 
And moon-stmcK madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence. 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and Joint-racking 

rheums. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the groans ; Despair 
Tended the sick, busiest from couch to couch ; 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to strike, though oft invoked 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long. 
Dry-eyed behold ? Adam could not, but wept. 
Though not of woman born: compassion quell'd 
His best of man, and gave him up to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrain'd excess: 
And, scarce recovering words, his plaint re* 
new'd . 
"0 miserable mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched state reserved ! . 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather, why 
Obtruded on us thus? who. if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Life offer'd. or soon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be so dismissed in iieace. Can thus 
The image of God in man, created once 
So goodly and erect, though faulty since. 
To such unsightly sufferincs be debased 
Under inhuman pains ? Why should not man. 
Retaining still Divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free. 
And. for his Maker's image sake, exempt?" 
"Their Maker's image," answer'd Michael, 
" then 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilified . 
To serve imgovern'd appetite, and took 
His image whom they served, a brutish vice, 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment. 
Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own 
Or. ifHis likeness, by themselves defaced: 
While they pervert pure nature's healthful rules 
To loathsome sickness ; worthily, since they 
God's image did not reverence In themselves." 

^' I yield it Just,'- said Adam, ** and submit : 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dust ?" 
"There is, " said Michael, "if thou well ob- 
serve 
The rule of 'Not too much,* by temperanoe 

taught. 
In what thou eat'st and drlnk'st ; seeking from 

thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight ; 
Till many years over thy head return, 
So mayst thou live, till, like ripe fruit, thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap, or be with ease 
Gather'd, not harshly plnck'd, for death 

mature : 
This Is old age ; but then, thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty; which 

will change 
To wither'd, weak, and gray; thy senses then. 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego, 
To what thou hast; and for the air of youth. 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry, 
*&) weigh thy spirits down, and last consmne 
The balm of life.'* To whom our ancestor : 
" Henceforth I fly not death, nor would pro' 
long 
Life much : bent, rather, how I may be quit. 
Fairest and easiest, of this cumbrous charge, 
Which I must keep till my appointed day 
Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution. Michael replied: ^ ^ ^^ 

"Not lovft XYxyYA^TkOt YsaJ»\'XsQ!i.^\>a!<.^^^'^ 
Uvest 
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Live well; how long, or short, permit to 

Heaven: 
And now prepare thee for another sight. ' 

He looked, and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue ; by some were herds 
Of cattle grazing; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime, 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and who moved 
Their stops and chords was seen; his volant 

touch. 
Instinct through all proportions, low and high, 
Fled and pursued transverse the resonant 

fugue. 
In other part stood one who, at the forge 
Labouring, two massy clods of iron and brass 
Had melted, (whether found where casual lire 
Had wasted woods on mountain or in vnie. 
Down to the veins of earth, tlienco gliding hot 
To some cave's mouth ; or whether wasli'd by 

si ream 
From underground ;) the liquid ore he drain'd 
Into fit moulds prepared; from which he form'd 
First, his own tools; then, what might else be 

wrought 
Fusil or graven in metal. After these. 
But on the hither side, a different sort. 
From the high neighbouring hills, wliich was 

Down to the plain descended : by their guise. 
Just men they seem'd, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and know His works 
l>Iot hid; nor those things last, which might 

preserve 
Freedfom and peace to men : they on the plain 
Long had not walk'd. wlien from the tents be- 
hold, 
A bevy of fair women, richly gay 
In gems and wanton dress; to the harp they 

sung 
i^ft amorous ditties, and in dance came on : 
The men, though grave, eyed them; and let 

their eyes 
Rove without rein ; till, in the amorous net 
Fast caught, they liked; and each his liking 

chose. 
And now of love they treat, till the evening 

Lovers harbinger, appear'd ; then, all in heat. 
They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen, then first to marriage rites invoked : 
with feast and music all the tents resouud. 
Such happy interview, and fair event 
Of love and youth not lost, songs, garlands, 

flowers. 
And charming symphonies, attached the heart 
Of Adam, soon inclined to admit delight, 
Tlie bent of nature; which he thus cxpress'd: 

" True opener of mine eyes, prime sngel blest, 
Hnch better seems this vision, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past : 
Tliose were ot hate and death, or pain much 

worse : 
Here nature seems fnlfUl'd in all her ends,'* 
To wliom thus Micliacl : ** Judge not what is 

best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet; 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant were the 

tents . 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother ; studious they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rare ; 
Unmindful of their Maker, though His Spirit 
Taught them: but they His gifts acknowledged 

none. • 

Yet they a beauteous offspring sliall beget ; 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st that 

seem'd 
Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay, 
Yet empty of all good, wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; 
£red only and completed to the taste 



.>\ 



Ot lustful appetence, to staif^ to dance, ^ 

To dress, and troll the tonftoe, and roll the fSj^i 

To these that sober race of men. whose lives , ' 

Religious titled them the sons of God. 

Shall vield up all their virtue, all their fame, 

Ignobly, to the trains and to the saltes 

Of these fair atheists : and now swlmln joy. 

Ere long to swim at large: and lan|^ for 

which 
The world ere long a world of tears must 

weep." 
To whom thus Adam, of short Joy bereft: 
" O pity and shame, that they, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the midway faint : 
Rut still I see the tenor of man's woe 
Holds on the same, from woman to begin,*' 

" From man's effeminate slackness it bvgliif, * 
Said the angel, " who should better hold his 

place 
By wisdom, and superior gifts received. 
But now prepare thee for another scene." 

He look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between ; 
Cities of men, with lofty gates and towers. 
Concourse m arms, fierce faces threatening' 

war. 
Giants of mighty bone and bold emprise: 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foomlns^ 

steed. 
Single or in array of battle ranged. 
Both horse and foot, nor idly must'ring stood; 
One way a band select from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine. 
From a fat meadow-ground : or fleecy flock. 
Ewes and their bleating iambs over the plain. 
Their t>ooty ; scarce with life the shepherds fly. 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray; 
With cruel tournament the squadrons join : 
Where cattle pastured late, now scatter'd lies 
With carcasses and arms, the eiiimngnlncd 

field 
Deserted : others to a city strong 
Lay siege, encamp'd; by battery, scale, and 

mine, 
Assaulting; others from the wall defend 
With dart and Javelin, stones, and sulphurous 

fire; 
On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other parts the sceptred heralds cull 
To council In the city gates ; anon 
Gray-headed men, and grave, with warriors 

mlx'd. 
Assemble, and harangues are heard ; but soon 
In factious opposition ; till, at last, 
Of middle age one rising, eminent 
In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong. 
Of justice, of religion, truth, and peace. 
And Judgment from above : him old and young 
Exploded, and had seized with violent hands : 
Had not a cloud descending snatch'd him 

thence. 
Unseen amid the throng: so violence 
Proceeded, and oppression, and sword law. 
Through all the plain, and refuge none was 

found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting, tnrn'd full sad: '• O what are these? 
Death's ministers, not men! who thus deal 

death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thousand fold the sin of him who slew 
His brother: for of whom such massacre 
Make they, but of their brethren : men of men? 
But who was that Just man, whom had not 

Heaven 
Rescued, had in his righteousness been lost?" 
To whom thus Michael: "These arc the pro- 
duct 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou snw'st: 
Where good with bad were match'd, who of 

themselves 
Abhor to ioln; and, by imprudence mlx'd. 



nri»dace prodigtoM Mrths of bod/ or mind. 
8aeh w«re these gfauits, men of big li renown ; 
For in those dayn might only shall bo admired. 
And Yaloor and herotc virtae cali'd. 
To overcome in battle and snbdue 
Katiooa, aad bring home spotis, with infinite 
Jtanslang ht»r, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human florT ; and for glory done 
Of trinmph to be styled great conquerors. 
Patrons of mankind, gods, and sons of gods : 
Destroyers rlghtlter caiPd, and plagues of men. 
Thus fame shall be achieved, renown on earth ; 
And what most merits fame. In silence hid. 
But he, the seventh from thee, whom thou be* 

held'st 
The only righteous in a world perverse, 
And tlierefore hated, therefore so besot 
With foes, for daring single to be Jnst. 
And utter odious truth, tliat (Sod wotild come 
lo Judge them with His saints: Him the Most 

High. 
Itapt in a balmy cloud with winged steeds, 
l>ia, as thou saw*st, receive, to wailc with God 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss. 
Exempt from death : to shew thee what reward 
Awaits the good: the rest what punishment ; 
Which now direct ttiine eyes, and suou be- 
hold. ' 
He looli'd, and saw the face of things quite 
diang'd ; 
The brazen throat of war had ceased to roar; 
All now was tum'd to Jollity and game. 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance : 
Marrying or prostituting, as befell, 
Jlape or ad«lter>', where passing fair 
Allured them thence from cups to civil broils. 
At length a reverend sire among them came, 
And of tlieir doings great disUlce declared, 
And testified against their ways : he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met. 
Triumphs or festivals, and to iliein preach'd 
Conversion and repentance, as to sonis 
In prison, under Judgments imminent : 
But all in vam: which, when he saw, ho ceased 
Contending, and removed his tents fur off: 
Then, from the monntain hewing timber tall. 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk : 
Measured by cubit, length, and breadth, and 

height, 
Smear'd round with pitch; and in the side a 

door 
Contrived ; and of provisions laid in largo 
For man and beast : when, lu ! u wonder 

strange ! 
Of every t>east, and bird, and Insect small, 
Came s'evons and pairs ; and eutcr'd in, as 

taught 
Their order : last, the sire and his throe sons. 
With their four wives ; and God made fast the 

door. 
Meanwhile the south wind rose, and, with black 

wings 
Wide-hovering, all the clouds together drove 
From under heaven : the hills to their supply 
Vapour, and exhalation, dusk and moist, 
tteiit up amain. And now tho thickon'a sky. 
Like a dark celling stood : down msh'ii the rain 
Impetuous, and continued till the earth 
No niore was seen ; the floating vessel swum 
Uplifted, and secure, with beaked prow. 
Kode tilting o'er the waves: all dwellings else 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them, with all their 

pomp. 
Deep under water roU'd ; sea cover'd sea, 
.Sea without shore : and in their luilaces. 
Where luxury late relgn'd, sea monsters 

whelp'd 
And stabled : of mankind, so numerous late. 
All left in one small bottom swum embarked. 
How didst thou grieve then, .Vdam, to behold 
Tlie end of all thv offspring, end so sad, 
Depopulation ? Thee, another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow a Oood^ thee also drown'd, 
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And sunk thee as thy sons ; till, gently rearM 



Bv the angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last. 
Though comfortless : as when a father mourns 
His children, all in view destroy d at once : 
And scarce to tho angel uttered'st thus thy 

plaint : 
" O visions III foreseen ! better had I 
Lived ignorant of future : so had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 
Enough to bear: those now, that were dis- 
pensed 
The burden of many ages, on me llglit 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me. ere their being, 
With thought that they must be. Let no man 

seek 
Henceforth to be foretold what shall befall 
Him or his children : evil, he may be sure. 
Which neither his fcrcknowing can prevent; 
And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance fool. 
Grievous to bear: but that care now is past : 
Man is not whom to warn : those few escaped,. 
Famine and anguish will at last consume. 
Wandering that watery desert : I had hope. 
When violence was ceased, and war tm earth. 
All would iiavc tlivn gone well; peace would 

have crown'd. 
With length of liappy days, the race of man; 
But I was far deceived ; for now 1 see 
Peace to corrupt, no less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus ? unfold, celestial guide. 
And whether licre the race of man will end." 
To whom thus Michael: *' Those, whom last 

thou saw'st 
In triumph and luxurious wcaltlu are they 
First seen In acts ol prowess eminent. 
And great exploits, but of trne virtue void. 
Wiio, having spilt much blood, and done much 

waste. 
Subduing nations, and achieved thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey. 
Shall change their course to pleasure, ease, and 

sloth, 
Surfeit, and lust ; till wantonness and pride 
Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 
The conouer'd. also, and enslaved by war. 
Sliall. With their freedom lost, ail virtue lose. 
And fear of God ; from whom their piety 

felgn'd. 
In sharp contest of battle, found no aid 
Against invaders; therefore, cool*d in zoal. 
Thenceforth shall practise how to live secure, 
Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy; for the earth shall 

bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be- 

tried : 
So all sliall turn degenerate, all depraved : 
Justice and temperance, truth and faith, forgot ;. 
One man except, the only son of light 
In a dark age, against example Kood. 
Against allurement, custom, aiitl a world 
Offended: fearless of reproach and scorn. 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways 
.Shall them admonish ; and before them sot 
Tho paths of rlKiiteousuess, how much more 

safe, 
And full of peace ; denouncing wrath to come 
On their impenitence : and shall return 
Of them derided. But of Go<l observed. 
The one Just man alive: bv his roninmiid 
Shall build a wondrous ark. as thou behcld'st. 
To save himself and household from amidst 
A world devote to universal wrack. 
No sooner he, with them of man and beast 
Select for life, shall in tlui ark be lodged. 
And shelter'd round, but all the cataracts 
Of heaven set open on the earth shall pour 
Rain day and night ; all fountains of the deop^ 
Broke up. shall heave tl\ftot^«xv\»vccv"Wijix\, 
Beyond &\\ \jou\\As, WW \w\xxv^«cVVvcv \\s.^ 
\ Atiove the Vv\g;\ve«x>a\W%\ VXtfsii ^\v«».W\N&v.\«^^^^ 
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J>own Uiti ^eAl rlTcrtofheDpeottiff ^f. 
And there cake root, an l«hiDd salt ami bare, 

To Isicli t!b« that Ood aCtrllntei to place 

Ho UDCtllT. II none be ibiUier bmocbt 

Br men who there Ircqaent, or thtnln dwGLL 

Ha iSS^Z nnd uw Jw MkbSfon Ub flood, 
Wtaldi now aoaudi for the okmdi mn fled, 
Bilna b* akMnnortli irfnd,thM,bloirioa:drT, 
WMOtiaiB Ute ol delDfe, u dM«r'd ; 
And the ctear nn on hh wlds wilerjr riin 
Oaiod hot. and ol the f raah wave Jugaly drew. 



The Becoiid time returnlnrr. In lila bILt 
Anellre-leaf bebnn^ pbcIAc Bleti: 

Caaapbaumt, vlib tbne Uited colonn Ear, 



Distended, a< tbe brow ol 



lirrpoaB bis boandi, no 



lanL Daj- uid idilit. 



ven and eartb, whenl 
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BOOK xn. 

Thb angel Michael con tl a ae s, Trom the flood, to relate what shall succeed : then, in the mention of 
Abraham, comes by degress to explain who that seed of the woman shall be which was pro- 
mised Adam and ETve ht the fall: His incarnation, death, resnrrection, and ascension ; the state 
of the Chorch till fiUs seeoad coming. Adam, greatly satisfied and rccomforted by these rela- 
tions and promises, descends the hill with Michael ; wakcAs five, who all this whUe had slept, 
bat with gentle dreams composed to qoietness of mind and submission. Michael in either hand 
leads them oat of Facadise, the fiery swcnrd waving behind them, and the cherubim taking 
their stations to goasd the place. 



As one who, in his Journey, bates at noon. 
Though bent on speed, so liere the archangel 

J>aused 
xt the word destroy'd and world restored, 
If Adam aught, perhaps, might interpose ; 
Then, with transition sweet, new spee<A re- 
sumes: 
**Thus thou hast seen one worlA begin, and 

end. 
And man, as from a secend stock, proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see : but I perceive 
Thy mortal sight to fail : objects oivine 
Mnst needs impair and wearv human sense: 
Henceforth what is to come I will relate ; 
Thou, therefore, give due aadience, and attend : 
*'' This second source of men, while yet but 

few. 
And while the dread of Judgment past remains 
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 
With some regard to what is Just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace : 
Labouring the soil, and reaping nlenteoits crops, 
Cora, wine, and oil; and, from the herd or flock. 
Oft sacrificing bullock, iamb, or kid, 
With large wioe-olierings poor'd, and. sacred 

feast. 
Shall spend their days in J«y nnblamed, and 

dwell 
Long time in peace, l}y families and tribes. 
Under paternal rule, till one shall rise. 
Of proud, ambitions heart, who, not contest 
With fair equality, fraternal state. 
Will arrogate dominion undeserved 
Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concord and law of nature from the cnrth : 
Hunting, (and men, net beastSi shall be his 

game,) 
With war, and hostile snare, such as refuse 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous; 
A mightv hunter thence he shall be styled 
Before the Lord, as, in despite of heaven. 
Or from heaven, claiming second sovereignty; 
And from rebellion shall derive his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He, with a crew, wlM>m like ambition joins 
With him, or under him, to tyrannise. 
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall 

find 
The plain, wherein a black, bitnminons gnrge 
Boils out from under ground, the month of hell : 
Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to 

heaven. 
And get themselves a name, lest, far dispersed 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost : 
Kegardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks. 
To mark their doings, them beholding soon. 
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 
Obstruct heaven-towers, and in derision sets 
Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase 

?!aite out their native language, and, instead, 
o eow a Jangling noise of words unknown. 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rises lend 
Among the builders ; each to other calls. 
Not understood, till hoarse, and all in rage. 
As mock'd they storm. Oreat laughter was in 

And looking down toaeetbe hobbab strange. 



And hear the din. Thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confusiou named." 
Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeased : 
*' O execrable son ! so to aspire 
Above his brethren ; to himself assuming 
Authority usurp'd, from God not given: 
He gave us onlv over beast, fish, fowl, 
Dominion absolute : that right we hold 
By His donation : but man over men 
He made not lurd ; such title to Himself 
Keserving, human left from human &«e. 
Bnt this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man; to God his tower intends 
Siege and defiance! Wretched man! what 

food 
Will he convey up thither, to sustain 
Himself and his rash army, where thin air. 
Above the clouds, will pine his entrails gross, 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread ?*' 
To whom thus Michael : *' Justly thou ab- 
horr'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 
Such trouble brought, uffecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which alwavs with right reason dwells, 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being. 
Reason in man obscured, or not obey'd. 
Immediately inordinate desires. 
And upstart passions, catch the government 
From reason, and to servitude reduce 
Man, till then free. Therefore, since he permits* 
Within himself, unworthy powers to reign 
Over free reason, God, in judgment just. 
Subjects him from without to violent lords, 
19V ho oft as undeservedly enthral 
His outward freedom : tyranny must be. 
Though to the tyrant therebv no excuse. 
Yet sometimes nations will decline so low 
From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong. 
But justice, and some fntnl curse annex'd. 
Deprives them of their outward liberty ; 
Their inward lost. Witness the irreverent son 
Of him who built the ark, who. for the shame 
Done to his father, heard this heavy curse, 
*■ Servant on servants,' on his vicious race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former world. 
Still tend from bad to worse, till God, at last. 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His presence from among them, and avert 
His holy eves, resolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own polluted ways, 
And one peculiar nation to select 
From all the rest, of whom to be invoked, 
A nation from one faithful man to spring: 
Him on this side Euphrates yet residing, 
Bred up in idol worship. O that men 
(Canst thou believe?) should be so stupid 

grown. 
While yet the patriarch lived who 'scaped the 

flood. 
As to forsake the living God, and fall 
TV) worship their own work in wood and stone 
For gods ! yet him, God the Most High vouch- 
safes 
To call, by vision, from his father's house, 
His kindred, and false gods, into a land 
Which He will aheyr t&£Q.\ »Xk!^\x^«s^ \s^aa\.'ss?^ 

raise 
V A mi^tity Tia^Qiv, ecn!\\v?eaa.\stov^w««t , 
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His benediction so, that In his seed 
All nations shall be blest : he straight obeys, 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes. 
I see him. but thou canst not, with what faitli 
He leaves his gods, his friends, and native soil, 
Ur of Chaldeu, passing now the ford 
To Haran ; after him a cumbrous train 
Of herds and flocks, and numerous servitude : 
Not wandering poor, but trusting all ills wealth 
With God, who calfd him, in a land nnluiown. 
Canaan he now attains ; I see his tents 
Pitched about Sechm, and the neighbouring 

plain 
Of Moreh; there, by promise, he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land, 
From Hamath, northward to the desert south. 
(Things by their names I call, though yet un- 
named ;) 
From Hermon east to the great western sea- 
Mount Hennon, yonder sea; each place behold 
In prospect, as I point them on the shore. 
Mount Carmel; here, the double-founted 

stream, 
Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons 
Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 
This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his seed be blessed : by that seed 
Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 
The serpent snead ; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier shall be reveaFd. This patriarch 

blest. 
Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call 
A son, and of his son a grandchild, leaves. 
Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown ; 
The grandchild, with twelve sons increased, de- 
parts 
From Canaan to a land hereafter cali'd 
Egypt, divided by the river Nile ; 
See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 
Into the sea: to sojourn in that land 
He comes, invited by a younger son 
In time of dearth— a son, wliose worthy deeds 
Raise him to be the second in that realm 
Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation ; and now grown 
Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks 
To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 
Too numerous ; whence of guests ho makes them 

slaves 
Inhospitably, and kills their infant males: 
Till by two brethren, (those two brethren call 
Moses and Aaron,) sent from God to claim 
His people from enthralment. they return. 
With glory and spoil, back to their promised 

land. 
But first, the lawless tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or message to regard. 
Must be compell'd by sighs and Judgments dire ; 
To blood unshed the rivers must be turn'd : 
Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill 
With loathed Intrusion, and All all the land; 
His cattle must of rot and murrain die ; 
Botches and bains must ail liis flesh emboss 
And all his people; thunder niix'd with hail. 
Hail niixM with Are, must rend the Egyptian sky. 
And wneel on the earth, devouring where it 

rolls ; 
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing 

green: 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three davs ; 
Last, with one midnight-stroke, all tne first- 
born 
Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus, with ten 

wounds. 
The river-dragon, tamed, at length submits 
To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his stubborn heart, but still as ice 
More hardcn'd after thaw ; tilL In his rage 
Pursuing whom he late dismiss^, the sea 
JSwallofTB btm with his ho&U ^^^ tJien lets pass, 



As on dry land, between two crystal walls: 
Awed Xi^ the rod of Moses so to stand 
Divided, till his rescued gain the shore . 
Such wondrous power God to His saint will 

lend. 
Though present in His angel, who shall go 
Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire ; 
By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire ; 
To guide them in their Journey, and remove 
Behind them, while the obdurate king pursues. 
All night he will pursue, but his approach 
Darkness defends between till morning watch; 
Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud, 
God, looking forth, will trouble all his host. 
And craze their chariot-wheels: when, by 

command, 
Moses once more his potent rod extends 
Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys : 
On their embattle* i ranks the waves return. 
And overwhelm their war; .i^he race elect 
Safe towards Canaan, from the shore, advance 
Tlirough the wild desert ; not the readiest way, 
Lest, entering on the Canaanlte alurm*d, 
War terrify them. Inexpert, and fear 
Return them back to Egypt, choosing rather 
Inglorious life with servitude; for lite. 
To noble and Ignoble, Is more sweet 
Untrained in ai*ms, where rashness leads not on. 
This also shall they gain by their delay 
In tlie wide wilderness; there they shall found 
T.iClr government, and their great senate 

choose 
Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws or- 

dain'd ; 
God. from the nrount of Sinai, whose gray top 
Shall tremble. He descending, will Himself, 
In tlinnder, lightning, and loud trumpets* sound, 
Ordain them laws ; piart, such as appertain 
To civil justice ; part, religious rites 
Of sacrifice ; informing them, by types 
And shadows, of that destined Seed to bruise 
The Serpent, by what means He shall achieve 
Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 
To mortal ear is dreadful : thev beseech 
That Moses might report to them His will, 
And terror cease ; He grants what they be- 
sought. 
Instructed that to God is no access 
Without mediator, whose high office now 
Moses in figure bears, to introduce 
One greater, of whose day he shall foretell, 
And all the prophets in their age, the times 
Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus, laws and 

rites ^ 

Established, such delight hath God in men 
Obedient to His will, that He vouchsafes 
Among them to set up His tabernacle— 
The Holy One with mortal men to dwell: 
By His prescript a sanctuary is framed 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold; therein 
An ark, and in the ark His testimony. 
The records of His covenant; over these 
A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 
Of two bright cherubim ; before Him burn 
Seven lamps, as in a zodiac, representing 
The heavenly fires ; over the tent a cloud 
Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night. 
Save when they Journey and at length they 

come, 
Conducted by His angel, to the land 
Promised to Abraham and his seed. The rest 
Were long to tell: how many battles fought ; 
How many kings destroyed, and kingdoms won ; 
Or how the sun shall in mid heaven stand stiU 
A dav entire, a night's due course adjourn. 
Mans voice commanding, 'Sun, in Glbeon 

stand. 
And thou, moon, in the vale of Ajalon, 
Till Israel overcome!' so call the third 
From Abraham, son of Isaac; and from him 
His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win." 
Here Adam interposed : " O sent from heaven 
Enlightoner of my darkness, graciooa things 
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TO 



tast rcveal'd. those chiefly which concern 

hrahaui and hU seed: now first I find 

iyes true opening, and my heart much 

aMd, 

ile perplex'd with thoughts, what would 

ecoue 

and all mankind: but now I see 

7, in whom all nations shull be blest ; 

r unmerited by me. who sought 

den knowledge by forbidden means. 

)t 1 apprehend not : why to those 

r ^ horn Uod will deign to dwell on earth, 

ly and so various laws are given V 

ay laws argue so many sins 

( them : how can God with such reside ?" 

horn thus Michael: *' Doubt not but thiit 

in 

dgn among them, ns of thee begot; 

berefore, was law given tliera, to evince 

latural pravity. by stirring up 

iinst law to fight : that when they see 

in discover sin. but not remove, 

y those shadowy explntions %venk, 

M>dof balls and goats, they may conclude 

dood more precious must t>e paid for man ; 

•r unjust : that In such righteon»ness, 

m by faith imputed, they moy find 

cation towards Uod, ana peace 

iscience, which the law by ceremonies 

t appease, nor man tlie moral part 

n, and, not performing, cannot live. 

appears imperfect, apd but given 

•nrpose to resign them, in full time, 

I better covenant, disciplined 

shadowy types to truth; from flesh to 

plrlt; 

mpoeition of strict laws to free 

ance of large grace; from servile fear 

1; works of law to works of faith. 

ticrcfore, shall not Moses, thouRh of God 

' baloved, being but the minister 

, his people into Canann lead; 

Mhua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call. 

me and ofllce bearing, who shall quell 

[versary sernent, and bring back, 

grh the worm's wilderness, long-wander'd 

lan 

I eternal Paradise of rest. 

rhlle they, in their earthly Canaan placed. 

Lime shall dwell and prosper, but wlien 

Ins 

lal interrupt their public peace, 

dng God to raise tliem enemies ; 

srhom as oft lie saves them penitent, 

Iges first, then under kings ; of whom 

cond, both for piety renown'd, 

Ussant deeds, a promise shall receive 

cable, that his rcfial throne 

er shall endure: the like shall sing 

»phecy, that of the royal struck 

i^id (so I name this king) shall rise 

the woman's seed to thee foretold. 
Id to Abraham, as In whom shall trust 
ians ; and to kings foretold, of kings 
}t ; for of His reign shall be no end. 
st, a long succession must ensue ; 
is next son, for wealth and wisdom famed, 
)nded ark of God. till then In tents 
iring. shall in a glorious tcm;lo enshrine, 
ollow him as shall be registcr'd 
ood. part bad; of bad the longer scroll: 

foul idolatries, and other faults, 
i to the popular sum, will so incense 
s to leave them, and ex|K)se their land, 
:ity. His temple, and His holy ark, 
dl liis sacred things, a scorn and prey 
it proud city, wiiose high walls thou 
aw St 

I confusion ; Babylon thence call'd. 
in captivity He lets them dwell 
ace of seventy years ; then brings them 
ack, 
Dberiug mercy, and His covenant sworn 



To David, Established as the days of heaven. 
Retum'd from Babylon by leave of kings. 
Their lords, whom God disposed, the house of 

God 
They first re-edify, and for a while 
In mean estate live moderate, till, grown 
In wealth and multitude, factious they grow : 
But first among the priests dissension springs ; 
Men who attend the altar, and should most 
Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 
Upon the temple itself ; at last they seize 
llic sceptre, and regard not David s sons ; 
Tlien lose it to a stranger, that the true 
Anointed King Messiah ndght be born 
Barr'd of His right; yet at His birth a star 
Unseen before in heaven, procl ims Him come. 
And guide the eastern sages, who inquire 
His place to offer incense, myrrh, and gold: 
His place of birth a solemn angel tells 
To simple shepherds, keeping watch bv night ; 
They gladly thither haste, and by a quire 
Of squadroned angels hear HIh carol sung. 
A virgin is His mother, but His sire 
The power of the Most High : He shall ascend 
The throne heredit^iry, and bound His reign 
With earth's wide bounds, His glory with the 

heavens." 
He ceased; discerning Adam, with such Joy 
Surcharged, as had, like grief, been dew'd in 

tears. 
Without the vent of words; which these he 

breathed : 
'' O prophet of glad tidings, flnishex 
Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have search'd 

in vain; 
Why our great Expectation should be call'd 
The seed of woman : virgin mother, hail ! 
High in the love of Heaven: yet from my loins 
Tliou Shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Sou 
Of God Most High ; so God with man unites. 
Needs most the serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain ; say where and when 
Tlicir fight; what stroke shall bruise the 

Victor's heel ?" 
To whom thus Michael: " Dream not of their 

fight, ^ 
As of a duel, or tl e local wounds 
Of head or heel : not, therefore. Joins the Son 
Manhood to Godhead, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor so is overcome 
Satan, whose fall from heaven, a deadlier brnise. 
Disabled not to give thee thy death's wound: 
Which He, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure. 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works 
In thee, and in thy seed: nor can this be. 
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want. 
Obedience to the law of God, imposed 
On penalty of death: and suffering death. 
The penalty to thy transgression due. 
And due to theirs, which out of thine wlU 

grow: 
So only can high Justice rest appnid. 
The law of God exact He shall fulfil 
Both bv obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law; thy punishment 
He shall endure, by coming in the flesh 
To a reproachful life and cursed death : 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 
In His redemption, and that His obedience. 
Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; His merits 
To save them, not their own, though legal, 

works. 
For this He shall live hated, be blasphemed, 
Sciz'd on by force, Judged, and to death con- 

demn'd, 
A shameful and accursed, nail'd to the cross 
By His own nation; slain for bringing life : 
But to the cross He nails thy enemies. 
The law that is against theo, and the sins 
Of all mankind with Him there craclfLe,d>.H 
Never to hutl \Vv«mTaot«i 'wXvc* tV'^o^^:s xtwX 
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But soon revives; death over Him no power 
Sliall loiiff usurp ; ere the third dawnhig light, 
Ketom, the stars of mom shall see Him rise 
Out of Uis grave, fresh as the dawning light. 
Thy ransom paid, which man from death re- 
deems, 
His death for man, as many as offer'd life 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
Uy faitli not void of works. This godlike act 
Auunls thy doom, the death thou shuuldst havo 

died, 
In sin for ever lost from life : this act 
8hall bruise the head ot Satan, crush his 

strength. 
Defeating am and Death, his two main arms; 
And fix far deeper in h:s head their stings 
Tliun temporal deatli shall bruise the Victor's 

heel. 
Or theirs whom He redeems; a death, like 

sleop, 
A gentle wafting to Immortal life. 
Nor after resurrection shall He stay 
Longer on earth than certain times to appe.;r 
To His disciples, men who in His life 
iStill followM Him; to them shall leave In 

charge 
To teach all nations what of Him they learn'd, 
^ind His salvation; them who shall believe 
Baptizing in the proAuent stream, the sign 
Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 
Pure, and in mind prepared, if so befall, 
For death, like that which the Kedeemer died. 
All nations they shall teach ; for, from that 

day, 
]^ot only to the sons of Abraham's loins 
Salvation shall be preach'd, but to the sons 
ut Abraham's talth wherever through the 

world ; 
80 in his seed all nations shall be blest. 
Then to the heaven of heavens He shall ascend, 
With victory, trluuiplUng through the air. 
Over Ills foes and thine ; there shall surprise 
The serpent, prince of air, and drug in chains 
Through all His realm, and there confounded 

leave ; 
Then enter Into glory, and resume 
His seat at God s right hand, exalted high 
Above all names iu heaven ; and thence shall 

come. 
When this world's dissolution shall be ripe, 
With glory and power, to judge both quick and 

dead; 
To judge the unfaithful dead, but to reward 
His faithful, and receive them into bliss. 
Whether In heaven or earth ; for then the earth 
Shall all be Paradise, far happier place 
Than tiila of Eden, and far happier days." 
So spake the archahgel Michael ; then 

paused, 
As at the world's great period ; and our sire, 
Keplete wiih joy and wonder, thus replied: 
" O goodness infinite, goodness immense! 
That all this good of evil shall produce. 
And evil turn to good ; more wonderful 
Than that which by creation first brought 

forth, 
Light out of darkness ! Full of doubt I stand. 
Whether I should repent me now of sin 
By me done, and occasioned, or rejoice 
Much more, that much more good thereof shall 

spring; 
To God more glory, more good-will to men 
From God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But say. If our Deliverer up to heaven 
Must reasccnd, what will betide the few. 
His faithful, left among the unfaithful herd. 
The enemies of truth ? "Who, then, shall guide 
His people— who defend? Will they not deal 
Worse with His followers than with Him they 

dealt?" 
**Bc sure they will," said the angel; '*but 

/roai heaven 
He to His own a Comforter vrill »end. 



The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of faith. 
Working through love, upon their hearts shall 

write 
To golde them In all truth, and also arm 
With spiritual armour able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and qiiench his fiery darts; 
What man can do against them, not afraid. 
Though to the death ; against such cruelties 
With Inward consolations recompensed. 
And oft supported so as shall amaze 
Their proudest persecutors; for the Spirit, 
Pour d first on His Apostles, whom he sends 
To evangelise the nations, then on all 
Baptized, shall them with wondrous gifts en- 
due 
To speak all tongues, and do all miracles. 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from heaven : at 

length. 
Their ministry perform'd, and race well run. 
Their doctrine and their stoiy written left. 
They die ; but In their room, as they forewarn. 
Wolves shall sacceed for teachers, gricvoas 

Who all the sacred mysteries of heaven 
To their own vile advantages shall tnm. 
Of lucre and ambition ; and the truth 
With superstitions and traditions taint, 
Left only In those written records pare. 
Though not but by the Spirit understood. 
Then shall they seek to avail themsolves of 

names, 
Places, and titles, and with these to join 
Secular power, though feigning still to act 
By spiritual, to themselves approprlatlnff 
The Spirit of Ood, promised alike, and given 
To all believers ; and, from that pretence. 
Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 
Ou every conscience; laws which none shall 

find 
Left them enroll'd, or what the spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. "VthAt will they, 

then. 
But force the Spirit of Grace Itself, and bind 
His consort Liberty ? What but unbuild 
His living temples, built by faith to stand. 
Their own faith, not another's? for, on earth. 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 
Infallible ? Yet many will presume : 
Whence heavy persecution shall arise 
On ail who in the worship persevere. 
Of spirit and truth; the rest, far greater part. 
Will deem In outward rites and specious forms 
Religion satisfied ; truth shall retire 
Bestuck with slanderous darts, and works of 

faith 
Rarely be found. So shall the world go on. 
To good malignant, to bad men benign. 
Under her own weight groaning, till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just. 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of Him so lately promised to thy nld. 
The woman's Seed ; obscurely then foretold. 
Now ampler known thy Saviour and thy Lord 'J 
Last, In the clouds, from heaven, to be r«- 

veal'd. 
In glory ot the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world ; then raise 
From the couflagrant mass, purged and rsi 

fined, 
New heavens, new earth, ages of endless date. 
Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love. 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss.*' 

He ended; and thus Adam last replied: 
" How soon hath thy prediction, seer blest, 
Measured this transient world, the race of time, 
Till time stand flx'd ! Beyond Is all abyss. 
Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly Instructed I shall hence depart ; 
Greatly In peace of thought ; and have my fill 
O! knowledge, ^1«X UiSa veawl can contain ; 
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BOOK I. 

Thk subject proposed. Invocation of the Holy Spirit John baptizing at the river Jordan. Jesa» 
coming there, is baptized ; and is attested by the descent of the Holy Ghost, and by a voice 
from heaven, to be the Son of Qod. Satan, wno is present, flies up into the regions of the air; 
-where, summoning his infernal conncil, he acquaints thcui with his apprehensions that Jesns 
Is that seed of the woman destined to destroy all tlieir power, and points out to them the 
necessity of bringing the matter to proof, and of attempting to counteract and defeat the person 
from whom they have so much to aread. This office lie undertakes, and sets out on his enter- 

inhe. In the me antime, God, in the assembly of holy nngels, declares that He has g^ven up 
lis Son to bo tempted by Satan ; but foretells tnat the tempter shall be completely defeated by 
Him: upon which the angels sing a hymn of triumph. Jesus is led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, while He is meditating on the commencement of His great office of Saviour ot 
mankind. He narrates, in a soliloquy, wliat divine and philanthropic impulses He had felt 
from His early youth, and how His mother, I^Iary, had acquainted Him with the circumstances 
of His birth, and informed Him that He was no less u person than the Son of God ; to which 
He adds what His own reflections and inquiries had supplied, in conflrmation of this great 
truth, and particularly dwells on the recent attestation of it at the river Jordan. Our Lord 
passes forty days, fasting, in the wilderness ; where the wild beasts become harmless in His 
presence. Satan now appears under the form of an old peasant, and enters into discourse with 
our Lord. Jesus replies. Satan rejoins with a description of the difficulty of supporting life In 
the wilderness; and entreats Jesns, If He be really the Son of God, to manifest His divine 
power by changing some of the stones into bread. 'Jesus reproves him, and, at the same time, 
tells him that He knows who he Is. Satan avows himself, and offers an artful apology. 
Our blessed Lord severely reprimands him, and confutes every part of his Justiflcation. Satan 
still endeavours to justify himself; and, professing his admiration of Jesus, and His regard for 
virtue, requests to be permitted at a future time to hear more of His conversation: butts 
answered, that this must be as he shall find permission from above. Satan then disappears, 
and the book closes with a short description uf niglit coming on in the desert. 



I, WHO ercwhlle the happy garden sung 
By one man's disobedience lost, now shig 
Recover'd Paradise to all mankind. 
By one man's Ann obedience fully tried 
Through all temptation, and the tempter foil'd 
In all his wiles, defeated and repulsed. 
And Eden raised in the waste wilderness. 

Tliou Spirit, who ledd'st this glw-lous eremite 
Into the desert, his victorious neld. 
Against the spiritual foe, and brought'st him 

thence 
By proof the undoubted Son of God, inspire, 
As thou art wont, my prompted song, else mute. 
And bear through height or depth of nature's 

bounds. 
With prosperous wing full snmm'd, to tell of 

deeds 
Above heroic, thouRh in secret done. 
And unrecorded left through many an age ; 
Worthy to have not reuuiined so long unsung. 
Now had tlic great proclaiuier. with a voice 
31ore awful than tlio sound of trumpet, cried 
Kepcntance, and licaven's kingdom nigh at 

hand 
To all baptized: to his great baptism flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and wllh them 

came 
From Nazareth, the son of Joseph decm'd 
To the flood Jordan; came, as then obscure, 
Unmark'd, unknown ; but Him the Baptist soon 
I>escried, divinely warn'd, and witness bore 
As to His wortlikT. and would have resignd 
To Him his heavenly office ; nor was long 
His witness unoonHrmd : on Him baptized 
Heaven open*d, and in likeness of a dove 
The Spirit descended, wliile tlie Father's voice 
From heaven pronounced lllm his beloved Son. 
That heard the adversary, who. roving still 
Abont tlio world, at thnt nnsembly famed 
WoaJd not bo Just, and, with the voice divine 



Nigh thunder-struck, the exalted man, to whom 
Such high attest was given, a while survey'd 
With wonder; then, with envy fraught and 

race. 
Flies to his place, nor rests, but In mid air 
To conncil summons all his mighty peers. 
Within thick clouds, and dark, tenfold involved, 
A ffloomy consistory; and them amidst. 
With looks aghast and sad, he thus bespnke : 

" O ancient powers of air, and this wide world 
(For much nioro willingly I mention air. 
This our old conquest, than remember hell, 
Our hated habitation ;) well ye know 
How many ages, as the years of men. 
This universe we have possess'd and ruled 
In manner at our will, the affairs of earth, 
Since Adam and his facile consort. Eve, 
Lost Paradise, deceived by me : though since 
With dread attending when tliat fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the seed of Eve 
Upon my head. Long the decrees of Heaven 
Delay, for longest time to him is short ; 
And now, too soon for us, the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compass'd, wherein we 
Must bide the stroke of that long-threaten'd 

wound 
(At least, if so we can, and. by the head 
Broken, be not intended all our power 
To be infringed, our freedom and our being. 
In this fair empire won of earth and air:) 
For this ill news I bring, the woman's Seed, 
Destined to this, is late of woman born: 
His birth to our just fear gave no small cause: 
But His growth now to youth's full flower, dis- 
playing 
All virtue, vrace, and wisdom to achieve 
Things highest, greatest, mnltiplics my fear. 
Before Him a great prophet, to proclaim 
Iils\:oming. is sent harbinger, who all 
Invites, and Itv U\e covw^ctated stream 
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Son, but noarish tbem, and let them soar 
To what height sacred virtue and true worth 
Can raise them, though above example high ; 
By matchless deeds express Thy matchless Sire, 
For know, Thon art no Son of mortal man ; 
Though men esteem Thee low of parentage, 
Thy Father is the eternal King, who rules 

All heaven and earth, angeis and sons of men; 
A messenger from God foretold Thy birth 
Conceived in me a virgin ; he foretold 
Thou shouldst be great, and sit on David's 

throne. 
And of Thy kingdom there should be no end. 
At Thy nativity, a glorious quire 
Of angels, in the fields of Bethlehem, simg 
To shepherds, watching at their folds by night, 
And told them the Messiah now was bom, 
Where they might see Him, and to Thee they 

came, 
Directed to the manger where Thon lay'st 
For in the inn was left no better room : 
A star, not seen before, in heaven appearing^ 
Guided the wise men thither from the east, 
To honour thee with Incense, myrrh, and gold ; 
By whose bright course led on they found the 

place, 
Aflarmlng it Thy star, now-graven in heaven, 
By which they knew the King of Israel bora. 
Just Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn'd 
By vision, found Thee in the temple, and spake, 
Before the altar and the vested priest, 
Like things of Thee to all that present stood.* 
"This having hoard, straight 1 again re- 
volved 
The law and prophets, searching what was writ 
Concerning the Messiah, to our scribes 
Known partly, and soon found of whom they 
spake 

1 am; this chiefly, that my way must lie 
Through many a hard assay, even to the death. 
Ere I the promised kingdom can attain. 

Or work redemption for mankind, whose sins' 
Full weight must be transferred upon my head. 
Yet. neither thus dishearteh'd, nor dismayed, ■ 
The time proflx'd 1 waited ; when, behold 
Tlie Baptist, (of whose birth I oft had heard. 
Not knew by sight,) now come, who was to 

come 
Before Messiah, and His way prepare ! 
I, as all others, to his baptism came, 
which I believed was from above ; but he 
/ Straight knew mo, and with loudest voice pro- 
claimed 
Me Him, (for it was shewn him so from heaven,) 
Mo Him, whose harbinger he was ; and first 
Kefused on me his baptism to confer, 
As much his greater, and was hardly won : 
But, as I rose out of the laving stream. 
Heaven open'd her eternal doors, from whence 
The Spirit descended on me like a dove : 
And last, the sum of all, my Father's voice, 
Audibly heard from heaven, pronounced me 

His, 
Me His beloved Son, in whom alone 
He -Was well pleased ; by which I knew tile 

time 
Now full, that I no more should live obscure ; 
But openly begin, as best becomes 
The authority which I derived from heaven. 
And now by some strong motion I am led 
Into this wilderness, to what Intent 
I learn not yet ; perhaps I need not know. 
For what concerns my knowledge God reveals." 

So spake our Morning Star, then in His rise. 
And, looking round, on every sl«ie beheld 
A pathless desert, dusk with horrid shades ; 
The way He came not having roark'd, return 
Was dimcnlt, by human steps untrod ; 
And He still on was led, but with such thoughts 
Aceoikipanied of things past and to come 
Lodgeo in His breast, as well might reconunend 
Sacli aoUtude before choicest society. 
JFna/crtr days He pau'd; wlKther on hill 



Sometimes, anon in shady vale, each night 

Under the covert of some ancient oak, 

Or cedar, to defend Him from the dew. 

Or harbour'd In one cave, is not reveal'd; 

Nor tasted human food nor hunger felt. 

Till those days ended ; hunger'u then, at last. 

Among wild beasts: they at Hla sight grew 

mild. 
Nor sleeping Him, nor waking, Imnn*d Hit 

walk 
The fiery serpent fled; and noxious worm. 
The lion and fierce tli^ glared aloof. 
But now an aged man, in rural weeds. 
Following, as seem'd, the quest ot some atniy 

ewe, 
Or wltherd sticks to gather, which nrig^t serve 
Agamst a winter's day, when winds' blow keen. 
To warm him wet retum'd from field at eve. 
He saw approach, who first with carious eye 
Perused Him, then with words thus utter'd 

spake : 
'* Sir, what ill chance hath brought Thee to 

this place. 
So far from path or road of men, who past 
In troop or caravan ? for single none 
Durst ever, who returned, and dropt not here 
His carcass, pined with nunger and with 

drought. 
I ask the rather, and the more admire. 
For that to me Thoa seem'st the man, whom 

late 
Our new baptising prophet, at the ford 
Of Jordan honour'd so, and call'd Thee Son 
Of God : I saw and heard, for we sometimes 
Who dwell this wild, constraln'd by want, come 

forth 
To town or village nigh (nigfaest is for). 
Wliere aught we hear, and curious are to hear, . 
What happens new ; fame also finds ns out.'* 
To whom the Son of God : ^' Who brought me 

hither. 
Win bring me hence ; no other grnide I seek.'* 
" By miracle He may," replied the swam ; 
" What other way I see not ; for we here 
Live on tough roots and stubs, to thirst innred 
More than the camel, and to drink go fu*. 
Men to much misery and hardship bom : 
But, if Thon be the Son of God, command 
That out of these hard stones be made Thee 

bread : 
So Shalt Thou save Thyself, and us rolieve 
With food, whereof we wretched seldom taste.** 

He ended, and the Son of God replied: 
''Thlnk'st thon such force \n. bread? Is it not 

written 
(For I discern thee other than thoa seem*8t) 
Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 
Our fathers here with manna ; In the mount 
Moses was forty days, nor ate, nor drank; 
And forty days, Elijah, without food, 
Wander'd this barren waste; the same 1 now: 
Why dost thou, then, suggest to Me dlstnnt. 
Knowing who I am. as 1 know who thon art?'* 
Whom thus answered the arch-fiend, now andi9> 

gulsed : 
" 'Tls true, I am that. sp|i4t unfortunate. 
Who, leagued with millions more in rash revolt. 
Kept not my happy station, but was driven 
With them from bliss to the bottomless deep ; 
Yet to that hideous place not so confined 
By rigour unconniving, but that bit. 
Leaving my dolorous prison, I enjoy- 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth. 
Or range in the air ; nor from the heaven of 

heavens 
Hath He excluded my resort sometimes. 
I came among the sons of God. whon He 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job, 
To prove him, and illastrate his high worth ; 
And, when to all His angels He proposed 
To draw the prood king Ahab into fraud. 
That He xaignt UiU Vxl WKsuoih^ they deunrring, 
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took that oflRce, and the tongaes 
is flattering prophets gUbb'd with lies 
testruction, as 1 had in charge; 
at Ue bids I do. Though I have lost 
utre of my native brightness, lost 
eloved of God, 1 have not lost 
, at least contemplate and admire, 
see excellent in gfpd, or fair, 
ioas ; i should so have lost all sense : 
an be then less in me than desire 
Cltee, and approach Thee, whom I know 
n1 the Son of God, to hear atteut 
Mlom. and behold Thy God-like deeds? 
nerally think me much a foe 
MUikind : why should I ? they to me 
lid wrong or violence : by them 
ot wliat 1 lost, rather by them 
d what I have gain'd, and with them 
irell, 

nor In these regions of the world, 
Jsposer : lend them oft my aid. 
advice by presages and signs, 
swcrs, oracles, portents, and dreams, 
>7 they may direct their future life, 
bey say excites me, thus to gain 
nlons of my misery and woe. 
it may be . but long since with woe 
acquainted, now 1 feel, by proof, 
Uowship in pain divides not smart, 
htens aoght each man's pecoliar load, 
onsolation, then, were man adjoin'tL 
onnds me most (what can it less ?) that 
an, 

lien, shall be restored : 1 never more." 
Iiom our Saviour sternly thus replied : 
Tedly thou grlevest, composed of lies 
he beginnmg, and in lies wilt end ; 
3ast'8t release from hell, and leave to 
MKie 

le heaven of beavcas: thou comest, fu- 
sed, 

>or miserable captive thrall 
to the place where he before had sat 
the prime m splendour, now deposed, 
Ml, emptied, gazed, unpitied, shunn'd, 
;acle of rum, or of scorn, 
he host of heaven ; the happy place 
s to thee no liappineas, no joy; 
inflames thy torment, representing 
iss. to thec'no more communicable; 
it more in heil than when in heaven. 
)U art serviceable to heaven's King, 
on imnnte to obedience what thy fear 
9, or pleasure to do ill excites ? 
»nt thy malice moved thee to misdeem 
teons Job. then cruelly to afilict him 
11 inflictions ? but his patience won. 
ler service was thy chosen task, 
har in four hundred mouths ; 
ng 18 thy sustenance, thy food, 
»u pretend'st to truth : all oracles 
« are given, and what confessed more 
*ue 

- the nations ? that hath been thy craft, 
Jng somewhat true to vent more lies. 
hat have been thy answers, wliat but 
ark, 

nous, and with double sense deluding, 
they who ask'd have seldom understood, 
ot well understood, as good not known '/ 
r'cr, by consulting at thy shrine, 
I'd the wiser, or the more instruct. 



To fly or follow what concem'd him most, 

And run not sooner to his fatal snare ? 

For God hath justly given the nations up 

To thy delusions ; Justly, since thsy fell 

Idolatrous : bat, when His purpose is 

Among them to declare His providence. 

To thee not known, whence nast thoa then thy 

truth. 
But from Him, or His angels president 
In every province, who, themselves disdaining 
To approach thy temples, give thee in command 
What, to the smallest tittle, thou shalt say 
To thy adorers ? Thou, with trembling fear. 
Or like a fawning parasite, obey'st: 
Then to thyself ascrlbest the tmth foretold. 
But this thy glory shall be soon retrench'd ; 
No more shalt thou, by oracling, abnse 
The Gentiles; henceforth oracles are ceased. 
And thou no more, veith pomp and sacrifice, 
Shalt be inquired at Delphos, or elsewhere; 
At least in vain, for they shall find thee mute. 
God hath now sent His liNing oracle 
Into the world to teach His final will ; 
And sends His Spirit of truth henceforth to 

dwell 
In pious hearts, an inward oracle 
To all truth requisite for men to know.*' 

So spake our Saviour; but the subtle fiend. 
Though inly stung with anger and disdain, 
DissemUed, and this answer smooth retam'd * 

** Sharply Thou hast Insisted on rebuke. 
And urged me hard with doings, which not 

But misery, hath wrested from me. Where 
Easily canst Thou find one miserable. 
And not entorced oft-times to part from tmth. 
If it may stand him more in stead to lie. 
Say ana unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure? 
But Thou art placed above me, thou art Lord : 
From thee I can. and must, submiss, endure 
Check or reproof, and glad to 'scape so quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk. 
Smooth on the tongue discoursed, pleasing to 

the ear. 
And tunable as sylvan pipe or song; 
What wonder, then, if I delight to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth? Jlost men 

admire 
Virtnc, who follow not her lore : permit me 
To hear Thee when I come, (since no man 

comes.) 
And talk at least, though I despair to attain. 
Thy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure. 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous priest 
To tread His sacred courts, and minister 
About His altar, handling holy things. 
Praying or vowing ; and vouchsafed His voice 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophec yet 
Inspired : disdain not such access to me.*' 
To whom our saviour, with unaltered brow : 
''Thy coming hither, though I know thy 

scope, 
I bid not, or forbid ; do as thou flnd'st 
Permission from above ; thou canst not more." 

He added not ; and Satan, bowing low 
His gray dissimulation, disappear'd 
Into thin air diffused : for now began 
Night, with her sullen wing, to double shade 
The desert: fowls in their clay nests were 

couch' d ; 
And now wild beasts came forth the woods to 

roam. 
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BOOK II. 

couQcn, reportB EbebAdtucttfls of jlLs dm ttfmtJlftUuiivfuHrbtewoiLltord.ADd coils upon ibDin 
tor coiuiKl Add aofatimce, Belial propowi (be temptlDfr of Jabui Tritli ^DUiep. SnlpnnbahoH 
I(en*ltar bUdliKAotsiieH, cluiiMi on Um lU IliB proSlnHTOl tliM Und iMTlbeil by tlie potla 
toUwkuttaanaodi.uid nfccti ttli isoniul u In no nipect Ukelr to nocMd. MUn Unn 
unBUatbarmadaiotUmiiUtlofl. parllnilatlrpiapoilnBtanTBUhlDiieltattkBelTsiuiiitinna 
ot onr Loitfi hanfulns; uAUUngnbuilotclUMBiplTlti with him. ntuu to nnma Ui 
entniiriie. Jaraiirannmnllwducit. MlgbtCDiDueiij tbainaniiBrin wlileh onrHnTlDiir 
punt Ui« nlgfet a dueTtbed. Uomlnf adTucm. SiUan unln ■pfMri to Jtm. and, «fNt 
■xpTMilag wonder that He iboald ba lo anilnly Be0«U!d Intbe wOdensui, where nlien had 
bcenmlracaloutljfed.templsHlm vlilm tamptuoaAbniidualol the most InxDTIanft kind, Tbli 
He relcctH. and tfifi biuii|ii«c vnnlahPA. Narnn, nndlny onr Lord not lo beauakZed on the fronnd 

vInaDda pDvertj, iind ipeclfying the daiiEoro'riclicft, and jAooaron and palps inBvporablo Trunk 

. _... — _. "--jijiwjtiiani^HJionow.norwIllrflCDll, 

u wiih Uls bleit ilglil, tb«u sniiicli Him 



d on Ibat hisb autborlty had 
d with Him Ulk'd, and <rlU 
drew and KIidok. fumoni atte 



^erefoTO, ai those jonng propbeta then wl 

Boaitit loM ElUab. lo In cacb placa tbeao 
nigg M BelbalHra : In Jericho. 
Tiw city «( paiina, £non. and Holem old, 
HachBnn, and eoeb town or dtj walrd 

OrlnPanu: ^tmnmdinTalii.''""' 

Where winda with reeda aiid oileia wlilsperl 

^lalnfla^rmen. (no greater m«n tbem call.) 

nielr nneapeoHd Im UM pl^ta ontbrealbeC 
"AlaLfram what hjah hope to wbAt ralapu 
UntM^^ Mr an WB bUnl onr eyet bcliold^ 
Xewlab owUlnlj now edow, » toos 
XipaotBd oComlatten: w« Have heard 
Hit words. HIa wMun hlU 0( (race and tmlb 
'How, now. lOrsDra. dellTerance 1- at bund, 
The lihig<t<Hii ahoU to larael be mluredf 



Were dead, li^o aonght Hli IKe, and. mlaalnf. 

Private, nnactliio,eahn,conlainplati™, 
LIEileaiiairicUMUiaanrkbiE: bat now 
Fall KFOwn to nmn, acknowledged, aa I bear. 
By Jobn llu Bantlat, and tniinbUc diewu, 
Him own'd IromliMiTen by Hb Fallier^ voice, 
I looK'd lor aoma nnat c&iiua: lohonoorl mi 
Rut tronblt, M oQ DhMonnUln luMoU. 
That to tbeiall wd TlMn( Ha itaoobl be 
01 man; in larad. and toa algn 
Sjtoken agalnat. that throng mr t«7 nonl 
A Bvord shall pierce : this Is my (avour'd lot. 

ScialUtlon lo anictlons IiIgG 1 
IcKd I may be. It seems, and blest ; 
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■InwiGui 

■KM work M soma beimeBlmiet; f«rkas. UiMi' 'li7^1~uiy "icipc 

bulB, how to ■eomiipllit b«t MUmd. 

of Mliut an einh, and niiuluii hiita: AimUo. Neptune. Jopltcr. or Pan. 

S£ — '■"" ■■ 



_„ , _ ,_, _^oUo. Sepiune, Jop 

Ui ilr prafue lo nt[|iii._ ^I'' ^ nan, or Ay 



t lenient He illAUjr *lawU ud lUflillT orerpnss'il : 

icr call d How fit, •anMaud ef Atrka. dbmlat d, 

urtb beneiili In hiipckieniaili, UnMt Ibtrtunmiiiil. 

uid tbeu mild For Bol«no»ka Ured u eaw. uid, lull 

01 boiaow, waillh. bigk tan, nlni'd not Iw^ 

BneoiT Higher diilin Uhu taojor tali lUie ; 

I TheDctioUMlMltolwcwnnlBrexpvHd! 



niefifli 0/ ttalM in the 1 
On w&m Bti leBnn wl 



rtwomsnwOlv.iBll 



wrg Ihun hanun gUU Imm heaven Wroaghl Ibutfleelon Jam.Mi>iiiunmM! 

nm'd. How woBld ana look froni Hit nujHIle Itrorr 

AnaabMlate. emceB divine. !<eated u an ttaa tap o( virtae'i hllU 

pUtoda of mlDd 10 ^eaceac deeds- DlKouCfliunce lier. dewlaed. and pue to rout 

tvlunretum'd, leisconflduihfi All Iter arra^i her female prtdo d^'ieci. 

now be Dver-ruatch'd-'' At evatT BuddcD Bliflhllu| qnllc alMtb^d, 

snt, doubting^ and from Ttieretore with manlier oajeetave mu>^t tiy 



tlOOUd'i I. In h« Innnrf In ths wU* wlfrismsu. 

|lHj>aaaln|Mr 



lOnolenBtiuaLinuMl aiiddiKreel, Ho ceueS, ud heard ibelr gtatit lu loud 

IB aoonnu ani. anekintliw longiiei acclaim 1 

diro. vlnlR MBiwU'ii'lUi nuM Then iDrtlmlih to him tikea a choacn bend 

'MlalllV'tLTattenibiB to approach, OI>|ilTtti.Uken t0h1ni>el(ln|[ulle, 

torolfn^ and, In retmn g, draw To ha at kand, and at hit becX appear, 

Xm hath <^> powar to aoItMi and tarn* OI vailom ponone. each to kuow bl> imrt ; 

It tempar. hdpMIi tin ragfcd'nt bruw, Then I* tb* Aeiert takes with iheac hli fllnht : 

, and vlin TOlaptuodi luipa diBHiva, Vbra*. lUn, from >fiide to ihadc, ilic Sou or 

M wltll crMtDloai doalTB, and lead God, 

tlH miuilleit, molatait bnail, Altar lonr dsjs' b 

BiagnatiB hardeit Iron dnnn. Now haofferlng At 

i,vbaBnoUilD|tolia.liaEalMllMbeiTt "Where wlirtlil 

■tSokmoBiiiBdraBdaumbiilld. I'repan'd 

Ida Um bow. to the lodi of bb vlTea," iVanderlDi II1I11 wood]- maze, and hnmin Ii 

MNoqaickuiiwerMtaathBiretiira'd: Nartailod.norbada|ipetite: ihatlau 

inlnrthrieU: becanaeetold Olwhat I EU9erhere:'ll natureneednot, 

fho flood, thou, with tiff InJlj crow. fan aatlsly tbal need male olber -war, 

anion e^et on the dauffhtera o( men, Wllhout tlilH body's wflstlju, 1 mnlent iqe, 

apled with them, juid be pot a race. And from the stJoa of famine fear no baroi; 

ti and reipl chBmb«r» linw ihcy'lnrk'it, Jle. hunsBtin|,™w6 w> fta iifj ^wSk^* «;* 



Alter tar^ dajs' faitfnf, had rei 
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MLTONS POEMS. 



It was the hour of night, when thns the Son 
Commnned In silent walk, then laid Him down 
Under the hospitable eovert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven ; there He slept, 
And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream. 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refreslunent 

Him thought, He by the brook of Cherith 

stood. 
And saw the ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing, even and mom; 
Though ravenous, taught to abstain from what 

they brought. 
He saw the prophet also, how he fled 
Into the desert, and how there he slept 
Under a juniper ; then how, awaked. 
He found his supper on the coals prepared, 
And by the angel was bid rise and eat, 
And cat the second time after repose. 
The strength whereof sufficed him forty days. 
Sometimes that with Elijah He partook, 
Or as a guest with Daniel at his pulse. 
Thus wore out night ; and now the herald lark 
Left his gronnd-nest, high towering to descry 
The morn's approach, and greet her with his 

song, 
As lightly from His grassy couch np rose 
Our Savlonr, and found all was but a dream ; 
Fasting He went to sleep, and fasting waked. 
Up to a hill anon His steps He rear'd, 
From whose high top to ken the prospect round. 
If cottage were in view, sheep-cote, or herd ; 
But cottage, herd, or sheep-cote, none He saw; 
Only in a bottom saw a pleasant grove 
With chant of tuneful birds resounding loud : 
Thither He bent His way, determined there 
To rest at noon, and enter'd soon the shade 
High roofd, and walks beneath, and alleys 

brown. 
That open'd In the midst a woody scene ; 
Nature's own work it seem'd, (nature taught 

art,) 
And, to a superstitious eye, the haunt 
Of wood-gods and wood-nymphs : He view'd It 

round. 
When suddenly a man before Htm stood, 
No rustic as before, but seemlier clad. 
As one in city, or court, or palace bred, 
And with fair speech these words to Him ad- 

dress'd : 
• " With granted leave oflflcions I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long should bide. 
Of all things destitute : and, well I know, 
Xot without hunger. Others of some note, 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness; 
The fugitive bond-woman, with her s(mi. 
Outcast Nebaioth, yet found he i*clief 
By a providing angel ; all the race 
Ot Israel here had famish'd had not Ood 
Itahi'd from heaven manna; and that prophet 

bold, 
Native of Thebez, wandering here, was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat : 
Of Thee these forty days none hath regard, 
Forty and more deserted here indeed." 
To whom thns Jesus : '' What concludest thou 
hence ? 
They all had need; I, as thou seest, have 

none." 
'* How hast thou hunger then';*" Satan replied. 
" Tell me, if food were now before Thee set, 
Wonldst thou not eat ?" " Thereafter as 1 like 
The giver,' answered Jesus. "Why should 

that 
Cause Thy refusal?" said the subtle fiend. 
" Hast Thon not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatures, by Just right, to Thee 
Duty and service, not to stay till bid. 
But tender all their power'/ Nor mention I 
Meats by the law unclean, or offcr'd first 
ToMols, those yonng Daniel conld refuse ; 
-"or proffered bjr an enemy, though who 



Would scrnple that, with want oppressed? 

Behold, 
Nature ashamed, or, better to express. 
Troubled, that Thon shonldst hunger, hath pnr- 

vey'd 
From all the elements her choieest stwe. 
To treat Thee, as beseems, and as her Lord, 
With honour : only deign to sit and eat." 
He spake no dream: for, as his words had 
end. 
Our Saviour, lifting up His eyes, beheld. 
In ample space under the broadest shade, 
A table ricnly spread, in regal mode. 
With dishes piled, and meats of noblest sort 
And savour : beasts of chase, or fowl of game, 
In pastry built, or from tiie sbit, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber-steam'd ; all nsh, from sea or 

shore. 
Freshet, or purling brook, or shell or flh. 
And exquisftest name, for which was drain'd 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coast. 
(Alas : how simple to tliese cates compared. 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve I) 
And at a stately sidelKmrd, by the wine. 
That fragrant smell diffused, in order stood 
Tall stripling youths rich clad, of fairer hue 
Than Ganymed or Hylas ; distant more 
Under the trees now tripp'd now solemn stood, 
Nvmphs of Dianna's train, and Naiades, 
With truits and flowers from Amalthea's horn. 
And ladies of the Hesperides, that seem d 
Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled since 
Of fairy damsels, met in forest wide 
By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 
Lancelot, or Pclleas, or Pellenore. 
And all the while harmonious airs were heard 
Of chiming strings, or charming pipes, and 

winds 
Of gentlest gale Arabian odours fann d 
From their soft wings, and Flora's earliest 

smells. 
Such was the splendonr ; and the tempter now 
His invitation earnestly renew'd : 

'* What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat f 
These are not fruits forbidden ; no Interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pure * 
Their taste no knowledge wortEs, at least ot 

evil. 
But life preserrcs, destroy life's enemy. 
Hanger, with sweet restorative delight. 
All these are spirits of air, and woods, and 

springs. 
Thy gentle ministers who come to pay 
Thee homage, and acknowledge Thee their 

Lord ;" 
What doubt'st thon, Son of God ? Sit down and 

eat." 
To whom thus Jesus temperately repHied ■ 
" Sald'st thou not that to all things I had right? 
And who withholds my power that right to 

use? 
Shall I receive by gift, what of my own. 
When and where likes me best, I can com- 
mand ? 
I can at will, doubt not, as soon as thou, 
Command a table in this wilderness. 
And call swift flights of angels minlstrant, 
Array'd in glory on my cup to attend : 
Why shonldst thou, then, obtrnde this dili- 
gence. 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find? 
And with my hunger what hast thou to do? 
Thy pompous delicacies I contemii 
And count thy specious gifts ao gifts, but 

guiles." 
To whom thus answer'd Satan malcontent: 
" That I have also power to give, thou seest; 
If of that power I bring Thee volvntary 
What I might have bestowed on 'nboat I 

pleased. 
And rather opportunely In this place 
(^hose to impart to Thy apparent need. 
Why shouldst Thou not accept It ? but I 
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-^ jrnntckfrStlldlipoM. 
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BntEi ulila HHl prBTlilM TBdita'i] qnltt, 
Wiib •Dnd ol l Mn *M' irtiiti md uku baard; 
Obj* uwUiporniHMD-'--' 
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.liAldi tonpntlte; 
faiuonhSbdeil: 



u of wterr^Ue I 

s, aalrlBiHled. Ion ol blnli. 

Bred DpInpinintradstrUtsBtbeiiw. 
Loit tB t, dcaen hm. Mid Imngcr-blt; 
Wliteli mr, gc Irgm irhM bope, dost Itioi 

^(Ti^Mi? wl«nee»«tboittydert»eaiT 









Whit nUM ADUniter Itn BdomlM. 
Andblif BfHiQHrDilpUcaOOD Jadah'HlTirorio. 
II17 IbroDS, ME (Old. thai got bim piUiunl 

Ittenfon. IT at (remt Itataiii IboD wonldit 

Oet nclHi flnt, jnl wealth. aaH tnunre heai^ 
Not dlltlcDll. It Aon hoBrken lo me ; 

Thejr wbom T tHvonr IhnvB la ireeLtb analD ; 
WhOe Tl^M. ntonr^ wlidoo^ iLt la want." 

To whom ihus Jmdi MUantlv replied : 
"T«[ wealtb. wttboBl tbJBH three, le Iminteilt 
To gain ileinimoft. or to keep It, nbi*d- 

In belgtat of an llnlr tiDwfng wealth itLsBolvod: 
In lowoBt jioVertr, to hlBheet deedt : 
UldoiBi, and Jepbiba, nnd Lba (bepberd Ud, 



Wbi> could do ml^tx ihiiit-i. nni] cauld eontemb 
BJchoH, thongb olnr'd trom the baud of Ungt. 

AccompUih wbjitEtiej' did, perbaps and mon t 
Kxlol not richM. t&eo. Lbs toll d( tooU, 

alHilD her edge. 
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. may luartt IHalee. 

.nwl^ca, cares, eod eleepleia 

klen caeb nDBD^Ibardea Um; 
itbaoOleaotaUnA 



iiiiDiii. dartrsi, and (Wn. U mur* a KUil: 
lilcb trtrr wlH and >lRiHnH atan attalu t 



OrlnwloHpaaalelulilblm 
But to galOa naUou in thi 
B; UTQig dootlfne, and fn 



a know, and, luowlnK wonlilp Ood arlilit, 

I get aujTB kibflly I ttui attracIA ilie bodI, 

'^VBTbs the InntfmaD, (be noUer partj 

1 olt by force ; wUcE. to a lenerwa mind, 

rclRiilnK. can be no elneere delight. 

ildcs, to Eire a kingdom hath been tbonght 
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e Alli>u«d Jot IIlu. u lor ■!! otbtr iIlIdka; vid, jiA^tetliwLuE 
■nnMTloaJ •nflerlora, uki Uauii wlij ba ibo^ ba HDcltaBi lor 






COM ba mliilit ntkir ken* tar aeaw mwrfoaiiea Id k&^l 

niVMiiia a*t Jba ieamhw leUHtaKa af^ania to ha Ihiu ailTUMA i^lM I 
■nat^outad irltli Iba inaU and InAxiKs^aja Hiai lo tlH BDnnltl 



JTIft'S 



front aoyttalBff tliBI boiofl or Ci 
axlaad nb mrj vMe. and cipec 
tha tliTona ol Sadta raaU.' "^ 
MktL (tin IB a atata o(up 
«m3m maknw ot Uh I 



ai otltas^acrUilini 

Ds and Panblaui. and bgir nonawj It iro^ be lo [arnL ui 

UUi Him, Uiat b; thu meaiu H^ pvwar'i^^ dehndtd 

ipectaUr to aeooiD|ill«h wbat waa pailicvlari" ■■* " "— *~ ~-wa 
tWtbroiH ol DoTld, llie dcUTennea and n 

rHr. JeBii>,1u*lBtUMlTI>iitI«dlk« vuU 

n o< dak. ura ■liat.^&en iba ttottfr— 



Atleniib, ertkcllnK nil hli Mrpenl wllci, 
With loothlnc wurdt rcDew'd, Him Ihm ac- 



Itboold king) anil Dalliiui Irvm Thj moutU con 

Thai mlubt reqnlre the arroT ol mr. Tta; skill 

In bntUa. Ihongb ouinit 1 hr (uw Id nrma. 
IheH Oo<l-llt* TbtBH irborelors doM Hhh 

hlda, 
ARMUnl prlvMs Ills, or nan obKDre 
iNumcawtUamcBt ichanloro cleiirtve 
An eiitli bar wonder at Ibr ncu, tbfii^U 
Tha fane and flanri ilDzy, IhE reward 
TJiat ioIb azettaa u bbk dttembta. the flamq 
01 anrt anctod •!)»■■, aHMl leinper'd pun 
£tbIi«Bl,«ko*ll pleaaiira elee iJoaplK. 



Tba Carthafldan pride ; raang Pompi'yqiHlI'd 

The Pontlo klna, and In triumph hsd rudo, 

Tfat J'cara, and two rjpo yean, judginent flia- 

tfaendi not Ibe tblnl of glDrr bnl augment. 
anul JaUa^ wboa oowmM Sm world adlnlrci, 



'o whom out Bailour calmlj thnj repUed ! 
liQU neither du« penaade tat u> aeelTweatt 

IT fllarr'* Boao bjall Ibj arfiuuciiL 

ie peeple^B praiu. If atwa^B pnalte nnnlx^d X 
■"* — •— * *»"' neople, bbt - ^- — ■ — ' — '-■ 

> rabbit, w 



Tu Ure apon thair tounai, and Ite iheli talk, 
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Their fathers In the land of Esypt served, 
This offer sets before Thee to deliver. 
These if from servitude Tliou sbalt restore 
T» their inheritance, then, no tlii then. 
Thou on the throne of David in full glury, 
From Egyt to Euphrates, and beyond, 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Ctesar not need fear/' 
To whom our Saviour answer d thus, un- 
moved : 
*'Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm « 
And fragile arms« much instrument of war. 
Long in preparing, soon to nothing brought. 
Before mine eyes thou hast set: and in my ear 
Vented much policy, and projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battles, and leagues. 
Plausible to the world, to me worth naught. 
Means I must use, thou sayst, prediction else 
Will unpredict, and fail me of tne throne : 
My time, I told thee, (and that lime for thee 
Were better farthest off,) is not yet come : 
When that comes, think not thou to find me 

slack 
On my part aught endeavouring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumbersone 
Luggage of war there shewn me, argument 
Of human weakness rather, than of strength. 
My brethren, as thou call'st them, those ten 

tribes, 
I must deliver, if I mean to reign 
David's true heir, and his full sceptre sway 
To just extent over all Israel's sons. 
But whence to thee this zeal? Where was It 

then 
For Israel, or for David, or his throne, 
When thou stood'st up his tempter to the pride 



Of numbering Israel, which cost the lives 

Of threescore and ten thousand Israelites 

By three days' pestilence ? Such was thy zeal 

To Israel then ; the same that now to mc. 

As for those captive tribes, themselves were 

they 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 
From God to worship calves, the deities 
Of Egyyt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 
And all the idolatries of heathen round. 
Besides their other worse than heathenish 

crimes ; 
Nor in the land of their captivity 
Humbled themselves, distinguishable scarce 
From Gentiles, but by circamcision vain ; 
And God with idols in their worship Join d. 
Should I of these the liberty regard, 
Who, freed as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, nnrcfurm'd. 
Headlong would follow, and to ther gods, per- 
haps. 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? No : let them serve 
Their enemies, who serve idols with G«d. 
Yet He at length (time to Himself best known) 
Remembering Abraham, by some wondrous call 
May bring them back, repentant and sincere, 
And at their passing cleave the Assyrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they haste ; 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once He cleft. 
When to the Promised Land their fathers 

pass'd : 
To His due time and providence I leave them." 

So spake Israel's true King, and to the fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it, when with truth falsehood contends. 



BOOE IV. 
S*I*H,IHrtl»t1ilBlnthct8nipl»U(molourLor4.>liew> Him ImperlrU Rome la I» g™l«»l iplfn- 

to ltie?r llbcrly, uud make llluHlf uuiiuor not ohIt dI Hie UamnB cinpin. but. by to dmiig, or 
the whole world, and luclmlvely ol Um tbtaun of Dnvlil. Our Lutd. Iii reuly. eipresMs Hit 
conlemptolgraiidturiinil worldly power, and DoUcenli* Inxurr, vaiilij-, whI profllmicr oI ine 
Bonaua, dauulng Jiow UtILo tbof ueilted to be nitQnd to tbat llbor^ wuich tuoy niiA lo&l 
br ttttli mlKonduct. Hatia. now darpentf, to tntmdh tlia tuIdc ot Mb praflarad Killa. pro- 
fsHc* tbU tlia onlr Mnna on irkiuli Iw will butow thani, tit obi atrlaat^i falUu oBwn mit 
woniili^nililnrOnT Lord BspnHBiillnB bat tempeniia ludlvnauca >t iub ■ pnpoiuloii. 
and rafinkti tb< taa^ar. BaUB ik*B MnuMi a Mw groma et lempiatlm. and, pnpouog ca 
Aua tb« InEclleetBal gratiftcaUaiu ol wUitam aid knowlMga, pulnu oat toHlmUiB ealabnUFcl 
Uwlr dlKlplHh Jsiaa leBllw, br alMwliifl tJia TUDltr and loiBlBclaBCT at Iba bOMUd nwlbm 
pbUDnphrT Satuu Inliated atUn laUnn o( all hia anamiiia, npMKIi tha uMUaeratJaii ol oor 
Havloar In nsiectlnf Ma ollari: bdA, bavtnf fonlold Uta mOannii ibai oar Lord waa to 
Mniar»>,saTileaHlnibackliilDthBwlUcni»i.aBdMar«a inmUwca. Nlgtit eoiaeaoB-. Satan 
ralaaa a tnmandona aionu. aad Ulemptu lanhar to alaira Jeiai wnb trlcliital drcaais, aiiu 
teirUlc Uiraataiuna tpMlras. A calm, bntht. ocantllnl DDmlna aanseda lo tha herrora oi the 
tUiiit Halaiiagauipreaanta MBBelltooiirUcaaod Lord; and lalEno««iiU)n.aiManior«,i» 
lutult mm with an aoeonnt of tha aoffailnta whlett Ua wa* nttahilr lo BBdann. T^J*™]/ 

Ihalha had fnqiUBlf watched Jaa» irom Hla bnth.piirpiHeljr to dlacorer If He waa the 
Ueailah. and aiwldiHnulr MlDwad Hhn, la hopaa at calpuig aoma ndnutaga orar HIni, which 
wOBid moat ritaetaatlr nrore that Da waa not reallr tbai DItIdb l>cnon deathied lo bo bl* 
"IMalaneiny." InmnlioaeknowtodEcainntha taaaliHhcrto failed: bat atUI dalermlnn to 
ranko one mora Mai. Aea^dhifly be coaiori HlratothD tamjile at Jennalem: and. plncimr 
Hhn on a polntHl eminence, requlrea Him to prora His dlytDli]' either b/itandlne llicre.or 
oaalliJE Hlimell down with lafisly. Our Lord reproTga the leaiptBr. olM nunlletia HIh own 



ilni Hluuell down with lafisly. Our Lord reproTga the leoipur. olM nunlletia HIh own 

iiltj by atanding ■«! Ihit danuerooB point. Satan, amazed niid terrifled, inilontl}' IMn, anil 

iviRtln to hit Inlenuil comiwerfl to relate tbo pad "■'""""' **'"■-"'-'"■'-'' t«.«i- «« „„.- 



PiBFi,Mrti and (mnblerl at hlB badsnccess, (By wbnutraniie pa 

So oft, and the neniuaivc rhcionc And now the tempter ihui hiii~>(lcn«"l>rokc : 

lliat ileek'd Ut tongue, and won eo mnch on "Thedty, whidi Then teal, no other ilecm 

Ev«^ Than Ennt and slonont Kome, iiueeu ol th 

Iheltrength he vrattncope nltlt.orhliiou'ii: jkbove tho rost Hit lug Ills atal Ely head 

In cannlni. ovei-nocbd whore least he impregnible.ii,natbDiriiDauiPalatliie. 

Toaalve b& credit, and (or very tnlte. Tlie sttiiciure. sllLllolllublelltan;hln■ct^ 
Htlll will bo tempting hlui who Joilt him sritl. WJth ^Ided UattlciaentP. conipicpuaA fnr. 
And uerer ceate, though to hit sbamk; the Tarruts, anfl rernicoA, iifidehtterlnaBpireB- 
Or at a twarm of met lu vlnfa^ time, Hoasea ul nods, to well I have ditpoted 



(TaiBbattaiyOiDdlntratbOTbabblegendi tee 

Ho Satan, whom rapatae nan repulaa Wliat conBni ittulng lortb. or emcrliic in. 

Met ever, and to ahametnTSlamia bnnwhl . Pmton, pnKoniiait to their proTliircr. 

Tat Ktyu not o'er, llHni(h daiperata ^niccett, HattUg, or on retimi. In robot ol >iii>e : 

AndlUaTBhi hanwinntay pnraoei. Licton flnd roda. the eiuUnn ol their imnw. 

Ol tbatldgh DMuntalii, whence He might be- Or (mbataiet Iron n0ona far rennte.' 

bold Invarlaathabltt,ont!lieApplanrnad. 

Another plain, long, bat jn brenrttb not wide. Or on the EmlUan, aouie Mm htrthru nnlh. 

Waab'd fr the toutheni tea, ind, on lh« north, Sjene, and whara the thadoir both way lalls 

To ciinal loagth iMck d with a tidse ol hlllx. Meroe Nilotic Itle, and unre tn weal. 

_ oCmen. ' From tbe AiLu klngi, and Panhhin auion 

From cold septentilon blaita; thence lu the tbeie. 

Divided by a river, ol whose banka *nd ulmosi Indian lilo, Trapobanp. 

Porcbei, and Ihcatrei, halh^ aqucdncu. Uermant, 
Bcatuei, and Irophlei, and trinniphal area. noctli 

Alvra tbo bclfbi of inODDtaliu lolcrpued, ' .Vll nalloni 
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To Koroo's flrreat emperor, whose wide domain. 
In ninplc territory, wealth, and power, 
Civility of manners, arts, and arms. 
And long renown, Thou justly iiiavst prefer 
Before the Parthian. These two tnrones except, 
Tlie rest are bartMroos, and scarce worth the 

sight. 
Shared among petty kings too far removed. 
These having shewn Thee, I have shewn Thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their, glory. 
This emperor hath no son, and now is old. 
Old and lascivlons, and from Itome retired 
To Caprcn, an island, small, but stroni;. 
On the Campanian shore, with purpose there 
His horrid lust In private to enjoy; 
Committing to a wicked favourite 
Ail public cares, and yet of liim suspicions, 
Hated of all. and hating. With what case, 
Kndued with regal virtues, as Thou art. 
Appearing, and begiuulUK noble deeds, 
Mightst Thou expel this monster from His 

tiirone. 
Now made a sty, and, in his place nsccnding, 
A victor people free from servile yokel 
And with my help Thou mayst; to mc the 

power 
Is given, and by that right i give it Thee. 
Aim, therefore, at no less than all the wurl;! , 
Aim at the highest: without the higiic&t at- 

taind 
Will be for Thee no sitting, or not long. 
On David's throne, be prophesied what will/' 
To whom the Son of God, unmoved, rot)lic(l : 
** Ni>r doth this grandeur and majestic shiw 
Of luxury, though caird magnificence. 
More than of arms before, allure mine eve. 
Much less my mind; though tiiou should^>t add 

to tell 
Their sumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous 

feasts 
On citron tables or Atlantic stone, 
(For 1 have also heard, perhaps have read,) 
Their wines of Setia. Cales, and Faleme, 
Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold. 
Crystid. and myrrhine cups, cmboss'd with 

gems 
And studs of pearl, to meshonldst tell, who thirst 
And hunger stilL Then embassies thou slicw'st 
From nations far and nigh: what honour that, 
I>ut tedious waste of time, to sit and hear 
So manv hollow compliments and lies, 
Outlanolsh flatteries? Then procccd'st to talk 
Of the emperor, how easily subdued, 
How gloriously: I shall, inon say st, cxpci 
A brutish monster; what if I withal 
Expel a devil who first made him such ? 
Let his tormentor, conscience, find hnn out . 
For him I was not sent, nor yet to free 
That people, victor once, now vile and hasa, 
J>cservedly made vassal, who once just. 
Frugal, ami mild, and temperate, conqucr'd 

well. 
But Rovern'd 111 the nations under yoke, 
Poeling their provinces, exhausted all 
By htst and rapine : first ambitions grown 
Of triumph, that insulting vanity: 
Then cruel, by their sports to blood Iimured 
Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts ex- 
posed : 
Lnxurious by their wealth, and greedier still. 
And, from the daily scene, effeminate. 
What wise and valiant man would seek to free 
These, thus degenerate, by themselves en- 
slaved ? 
Or could of inward slaves make outward free ? 
Know, therefore, when my season comes to sit 
On David's throne. It shall be like a tree 
.Spreading and overshadowing all the earth; 
Or as a stone, that shall to pieces dash 
Ail monarchies besides throughout the world ; 
And of my kingdom there shall be no end : 
Means there shall be to this; but what the 
means 



Is not for thee to know, nor me to telL" 

To whom the tempter. Impudent, replied : 
'* 1 see all offers made by nie how slight 
Thou vainest, because offer'd, and reject'st ; 
Nothing will please the difficult and nice, 
Or nothing more than still to contradict : 
On the other side know also Thou, that I 
On what I offer set as high esteem, 
Nor what I part with mean to {rive for nan/ht : 
AU these, which, in a moment. Thou beholdi>t 
The kingdoms of the world to Thee I give 
(For, given to me, I give to whom I please,) 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else. 
On this condition : if Thou wilt fall down, 
And worship me as thy superior lord, 
(Easily done.) and hold them all of me : 
For what can less so great a gift deserve ?" 
Whom thus our Saviour answer'd with dis- 
dain: 
*' I never liked thy talk, t hy offers less ; 
Now both abhor, since thou hast dared to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition : 
But I endure the time, till which expired, 
Tlion hast permission on me. It Is written. 
The first of all commandments, Thou shalt wor- 
ship 
The Lord thr God, and only him shalt 8er>-e : 
And darest thou to the Son of God propound 
To worship thee, accursed ? now more accnr!?ed 
For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve. 
And more blasphemous, which expect to ruo. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were given? 
Permitted rather, and by thee usurp'd : 
Other donation none thou canst nroauce 
If given, by whom but by the King of kings, 
(rod over all supreme ? If given to thee. 
By thee how fairly is the Giver now 
licpald ! But gratitude In thee is lost 
Long since. Wert thou so void of fear or 

shame. 
As offer them to me, the Son of God ? 
To me my own, on such abhorred pact. 
That I fall down and worship thee as (>od ? 
Get thee behind me ; plain thou now appear'st 
That evil one, Satan, for ever damn'd. 
To whom the fiend, with fear abash'd, re- 
plied : 
'* Be not so sore offended. Son of God, 
Though sons of God both angels arc and men, 
If I. to try whether In higher sort 
Tlian these Thou bear'st that title, have pro- 
posed 
What both from men and angels I recoivo. 
Tetrarchs ol fire, air. flood, and on the earth. 
Nations besides from all the qnarter'd winds. 
(Jod of this world invoked, and world rH'noafli 
Who then Thou art, whose coming is foretold 
To me most fatal, me it most concerns ; 
The trial hath indamaged Thee no way. 
Kather more honour lett and more esteem ; 
Me naught advantaged, missing what I aim'd. 
Therefore let pass, as they are transitory. 
The kinjrdoms of this world . T shall no more 
Advise Thee: gain them as Thou canst, or not : 
And thou Thyself seem'st otherwise inclined 
Than to a woildiy crown: addicted more 
To contemplation and profound dispnte, 
.\s bv that early action may be judged. 
When, slipping from Tliy mother's eye, Thon 

went'st 
Alone into the temi»le. there wast found 
Among the gravest rnbbios, disputant 
On points and questions fitting Moses's chair. 
Teaching, not taughL The childhood shews the 

man. 
As morning shews the day : he famous, then, 
By wisdom ; as Thy empire must extend. 
So let extend Thy mind o'er all the wond 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend. 
•^ U knowledge Is not couch'd n Moses's law, 
Tlie Pentateuch,or what the prophets wrote; 
The Gentiles also know, and wrtte^ imx.<1 v.<!tfts.Vw 
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And with the Gentiles much Thon must eon- 
verse, 
Kulinjr them by persuasion, as Then mean'st. 
Without their leaniing, how wilt Ihou with 

them. 
Or thev with 'I hee, hold conversation meet ? 
How wilt Thon reason with them, how refute 
Their idoilsras, traditions, paradoxes? 
Error by his own arms is best evinced. 
Look once more, ere we leave this specular 

mount. 
Westward, much nearer by south-west, behold, 
Where on the JEgo&n shore a cit v stands. 
Built nobly, pure the air, and liKht tt.e soil, 
Athens, the eye of Gieece, mother of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hospitable, in her sweet recess, 
City or suburban, studious waliis and shades. 
See there the olive grove of Academe, 
Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 
Trills her thlck-warblcd notes the summer 

long; 
There flowery hill Hymettns, with the sound 
Of bees" industrious murmur, oft invites 
To studious musing , there Ilissus r. lis 
His whispering stream: w.tb n the walls then 

view 
The schools of ancient sages : his, who bred 
Great Alexander to subdue the world, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next: 
There sha t Thou hear and learn the secret 

power 
Of harmony, in tones and numbers hit 
By voice or hand, and various-measured verse, 
./¥k>lian charms, and Dorian lyric odes. 
And his who gave them breath, but higher sung, 
lilind Melesigenes, thence Homer call'd, 
Wh ise poem Phoebus challenged for his own ; 
Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In chorus or Iambic, teachers best 
Of moral prudence, with delight received 
In brief sententious precepts, while they treat 
Of fate, and chance, and change in human lite. 
High actions and high passions best describing 
Thence to the famous orators repair. 
Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democratie. 
Shook the arsenal, and fnlmined over Greece 
To Macedon and Artaxerxes's throne : 
To sage philosophy next lend thine ear. 
From heaven descended to the low-roof'd house 
Of Socrates ; see there his tenement. 
Whom well Inspired the oracle pronounced 
Wisest of men ; from whose mouth issued forth 
Mellifluous streams, that water'd all the schools 
Of Academics, old and new. with those 
Sumamed Peripatetics, and the sect 
Epicurean, and the Stole severe ; 
These here revolve, or, as Thou likest. at home. 
Till time mature Thee to a kingdom's weight: 
These niles will render Thee a king complete 
Within Thyself, much more with empire joiu'd." 

To whom our Saviour sagely thus replied : 
*' Think not but that I know these things, or 

think 
I know them not; not therefore am I short 
Of knowing what I ought: he, who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light. 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true: 
But these are false, or little else but dreams, 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 
The first and wisest of them all professd 
To know this only, that he nothing know : 
The next to fnblihg fell, and smooth conceits : 
A third sort doubted all things, thuugli plain 

sense : 
Others in virtue placed felicity, 
But virtue join'd with riches and long life : 
In corporal |)leasure he, and careless ease ! 
The Stoic last, in philosophic pride, 
Bv him call'd virtue • and his virtuous man, 
Tv/fe. perfect Jn himself, and all possessing, 
JjQunl to God, oft shames not to prefer. 



As fearing God nor man, contemning nil 
Wealth, pleasure, paiu or torment, death and 

life. 
Which, when he lists, he leaves, or boasts he 

can. 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boast. 
Or subtle shifts conviction to evade. 
Alas! what can they teach, and not mislead. 
Ignorant of themselves, of God much more. 
And how the world began, and how man fell. 
Degraded by himself, on grace depending? 
Much of the sonl they talk, but all awry. 
And in themselves seek virtue ; and to them- 
selves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none; 
Rather accuse him under usual names, 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardless quite 
Of mortal things. Who, therefore, seeks in 

these 
True wisdom, finds her not; or, by delusion. 
Far worse, her false resemblance only meets, 
An empty cloud. However, many books, 
VVise men have said, are wearisome ; who reads 
Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 
A spirit and judgment eqnal or superior, 
(And what he brings, what needs he elsewhere 

seek ?) 
Uncertain and unsettled still remains. 
Deep versed in books, and shallow in himself. 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys 
And trifles for choice matters, worth a sponge; 
As children gathering pebbles on the shore. 
Or, if I would delight my private hours 
With music or with poem, where so soon, 
As in our native language, can 1 find 
That solace If All oui law and story strew'd 
With hymns, our psalms with artful terms In- 
scribed, 
Our he brew songs and harps, In Babylon. 
That pleased so well our victor's ear. declare 
That rather Greece from us these arts derived ; 
111 imitated, while they loudest sing 
The vices of their deltlea, and their own, 
In fable, hymn, or song, so personating 
Their gods ridiculous, and themselves past 

shame. 
Remove their swelling epithets, thick laid 
As varnish on a harlot's cheek: the rest. 
Thin sown with aught of profit or delight. 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With Slon's songs, to all true tastes excelling. 
Where God Is praised aright and godlike men. 
The holiest of holies, and His saints, 
(Such are from God inspired, not such from 

thee,) 
Unless where moral virtue Is express'd 
By light of nature, not in all quite lost. 
Their orators thou then extoll'st as those 
The top of eloquence; statists indeed, 
And lovers of their country ^^as may seem ; 
But herein to our prophets far beneath. 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The solid rules of civil government. 
In their majestic, unaffected stylQ, 
Than all the oratory of Greece and Rome. 
In them Is plainest taught, and easiest learnt, 
What makes a nation happy, and keeps it so, 
What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat: 
These only with our law best form a king." 
So spake the Son of God ; but Satan, now 
Quite at a loss, (for all his darts were spent.) 
Thus to our Saviour, with stem brow, replied: 
"Since neither wealth nor honour, arms nor 
arts, 
Kingdom nor empire pleases Tliee, nor aught 
By me proposed in life contemplative 
Or active, tended on by glory or fame. 
Wlmt dost Thou in this world ? The wilderness 
For Thee is fittest place : I found Thee there. 
And thither will return Tliee : vet remember 
What I foretell Tliee, soon Thou shalt havo 

cause 
To w\s\\ T\\o\v wcvcT \\vi^*\. Tciectcd, thus 
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Ntcely or cuntlously my ofPer'd tid. 

Which would have set Thee in short time with 

ease 
On David's throne, or throne of all the world, 
Now at fall age, fnlnens of time, Tliy season, 
When prophecies of Thee are best falfiU'd. 
JSow contrary, if I read aught In heaven. 
Or heaven write aoght of fate, by what the 

stars 
Volnminoas or single characters, 
In their conjunction met, gave me to spell, 
Sorrows and labours, opposition, hate. 
Attend Thee : scorns, reproaches, injuries, 
Violence and stripes, ana, lastly, cruel death ; 
A kingdom they portend Thee, but what king- 
dom. 
Real or allegoric, I discern not ; 
Nor when ; eternal sure, as without end. 
Without beginning: for no date prefixed 
Directs me in the starry rubric set." 

80 say, he took, (for still he knew his power 
If ot yet expired.) and to the wilderness 
Brought back the Son of God, and left Him 

there. 
Feigning to disappear. Darkness now rose 
As daylight sunk, and bronght in louring night. 
Her Shadowy offspring, unsubstantial both, 
Privation mere of light, and absent day. 
Our Saviour meek, and with untroubled mind 
After His a^ry Jaunt, though hurried sore. 
Hungry and cold, betook Him to (lis rest. 
Wherever, under some concourse of shndes 
Whose branching arms thick intertwined might 

shield 
From dews and damps of night His shelter'd 

head. 
But, shelter'd, slept in vain : for at His head. 
The tempter watch'd, and soou with ugly 

dreams 
Distnrb'd His sleep : and either tropic now 
'Gan thunder, and both ends of heaven; the 

clouds. 
From many a horrid rift, abortive pour'd 
Fierce rain with lightning mix'd, water with 

flre 
In ruin reconciled : nor slept the winds 
Within their stony caves, but rnsh'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vex'd wilderness, whose tallest pines. 
Though rooted deep as high, and sturdiest oaks, 
Bow'd their stiff necks, loaden with stormy 

blasts. 
Or torn up sheer- III wast Thou shrouded 

then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only stood'st 
Unshaken! Nor vet staid the terror there; 
Infernal ghosts, and hellish furies round 
Environ'd Thee, some howi'd, some yell'd some 

shriek'd. 
Some bent at Tliee their fleiy darts, while Thou 
Sat St unappaird in calm ana sinless peace ! 
Thus pass'd the night so foul, till moniing fair 
Came forth with pilgrim steps, in amice gray, 
Who, with her radiant finger, still'd the roar 
Of thunder, chased the clouds, and laid the 

winds. 
And grisly spectres, which the fiend had raised 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the sun with more effectual l)eams 
Had cheer'd the face of earth, and dried the 

wet 
From drooping plant, or dropping tree; the 

birds. 
Who all things now behold more fresh and 

green. 
After a night of storm so ruinous, 
Ctear'd up their choicest notes in bush and 

spray. 
To grafulate the sweet retnm of mom. 
Nor yet, amidst this joy and brightestmom. 
Was absent, after all his mischief done. 
The prince of darkness ; glad would also seem 
Of tliJs fair cbangBt and to onr Saviour came ; 



Yet with no new device, (they all were spent.^ 
Rather by this his last affront resolved, 
Desperate of better course, to vent his rage 
And mad desftite to he so oft reitell'd. 
Him walking on a sunny hill He found. 
Back'd on the north and west by a thick wood ; 
Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape. 
And in a careless mood thus to Him said : 

'' Fair morning yet betides Thee, tton of God. 
After a dismal night : I heard the wrack. 
As earth and sky would mingle ; but myself 
Was distant: and these flaws, though mortair 

fear them. 
As dangerous to the plllar'd frame of heaveu. 
Or to the earth's dark basis underneath. 
Are to the main as inconsiderable 
And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeze 
T(i man's less universe, and soon are gone : 
Yet, as t>eing ofttimes noxious where thev light 
On man, l>east, plant, wasteful and turbulent. 
Like turbulencies in the affairs of men. 
Over whose head" they roar, and seem to point. 
They oft fore signify and ttireaten ill : 
This tempest at this desert most was bent ; 
Of men at Thee, for only Tliou here dwell'st. 
Did I not tell Thee, if Thou didst reject 
The perfect season offer'd with aid 
To win Thy destined seat, but will prolong 
All to the push of fate, pursue Thy way 
Of gaining David's throne, no man knows 

when. 
(For botli the when and how is nowhere told). 
Thou Shalt be what Tiiou art ordain'd, no 

doubt? 
For angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 
The time and means. Each act is rightiicst 

done 
Not when it must, but when it may be best : 
If Thou observe not this, be sure to find. 
What I foretold thee, many a hard assay 
Ot dangers ana adversities, and pains. 
Ere Thou of Israel's sceptre get fast hold: 
Whereof this ominous night, that closed Thee 

round. 
So many terrors, voices, prodigies. 
May warn Thee, as a sure foregoing sign." 

80 taik'd he, while the Son of God went on. 
And staid not, but in brief him answer'd thus : 
"Me worse than wet thou flnd'st not: other 
harm 
Those terrors, which thou speak'st of, did me 

none; 
I never fear'd they could, though noising loud 
And threatening nigh: what they con do, as 

signs 
Betokening, or ill-boding, I contemn 
As false portents, not sent frum God, but thee : 
AVho, knowing I shall reign past thy prevent- 
ing, 
Obtrudest thy offer'd aid, that I, accepting. 
At least might seem to hold all power of thee. 
Ambitious spirit! and wouldsc be thought uiy 

god; 
And storm'st, refused, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will ! Desist (thou art discem'd. 
And toil St in vain), nor me in vain molest." 
To whom the fiend, now swoln with rage, re- 
plied: 
*' Then hear, O Son of David, virgln-hom. 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt: 
Of the Messiah I had heard foretold 
By all the prophets; of Thy birth at length, 
Announcea by Gabriel, with the first I knew. 
And of the angelic song in Bethlehem field. 
On Thy birth-night, that sung Thee Saviour 

bom. 
From that time seldom have I ceased ♦o eye 
Thy Infancy, Thy childhood, and Tliy youth, 
Thv manhood last, though yet in private bred ; 
Till, at the ford of Jordan, whither all 
Flock to the Bjvv^V^X.^ \, «wvwevM, >>\^ x«6«v > 

lieaveu 
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Heard Tlicc pronounced the Son of God be- 
loved. 
Thenceforth 1 thought Thee worth my nearer 

view 
And narrower scruthiy, that I might learn 
In what degree or meaning Thou art cnll'd 
The Son of God, which bears no single sense. 
The Son of God I also am, or was ; 
And if I was, I am; relation stands; 
All men are sons of God ; yet Thee I thought 
In some respect far higher so declared : 
Therefore I watch'd Thy footsteps from that 

hoar. 
And follow'd Thee still on to this waste wild, 
Where, by all best conjectures. I collect 
Thou art to be my fatal enemy : 
Good reason, then, if I beforenand seek 
To imderstand my adversary, who 
And what Ue is: His wisdom, power, intent: 
By parle or composition, tmce or league. 
To win Him, or win from Him what I can : 
And opportunity I here have had 
To try 'rhee, sift Thee, and confess have found 

Thee 
Proof against all temptation, as a rock 
Of adamant, and, as a centre, firm ; 
To the utmost of mere man both wise and good, 
Not more ; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory, 
Have been before conteran'd, and may again. 
Therefore, to know what more Thou art than 

man 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from 

heaven. 
Another method I must now begin." 

So saying, he caught him up. and, without 
wing 
Of hippogrifr, bore through the air sublime. 
Over the wilderness and o'er the plain, 
Till underneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers, 
And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, topt with golden spires : 
There, on the highest pinnacle, nc set 
The Son of Ctod, and added thus in scorn : 

** There stand, if Thou wilt stand ; to stand up- 
right 
Will ask Thee skill: I to Thy Father's house 
Have brought Tlice, and highest placed : high- 

Now shew Thy progeny : if not to stand. 
Cast Thyself down ; safely, if Son of God : 
For it is written. He will give command 
Concerning thee to His angels ; in their hands 
They shall uplift Thee, lest at any time 
Thou chance to dash Thy foot against a stone." 

To whom thus Jesus : *' Also it is written. 
Tempt not the Lord thy God." He said, and 

stood. 
But Satan, smitten with amazement, fell ; 
As when earth's son, Antxens, (to compare 
Small things with greatest,) in Irassa strove 
With Jove s Alcides, and, oft foil'd, still rose, 
Iteceiving from his mother Earth new strength, 
Fresh from his fall, and fiercer grapple Join'd. 
Throttled at length in the air, expired and fell ; 
So, after many a foil, the tempter proud, 
Kenewing fresh assaults, amidst his pride. 
Fell whence he stood to see his victor fall : 
And as that Theban monster, that proposed 



Her riddle, and him who solved it not dcvour'd. 
That once found out and solved, for grief and 

spite 
Cast herself headlong from the Ismeninn steep : 
So, struck with dread and auguisli, fell the 

fiend. 
And to his crew, that sat consulting, brought 
Joyless triumphals of his hoped success, 
Kuin, and desperation, and dismay. 
Who durst so proudly tempt the Son of God. 
So Satan fell; and straight a fiery globe 
Of angels on full sail of wing flew nigh, 
Wlio on their plumy vans received Him soft 
From His uneasy station, and upbore. 
As on a floating conch, through the lilithe air; 
Then, in a flowery valley, set Him down 
On a green bank, and set before Him spread 
A table of celestial food, divine. 
Ambrosial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life. 
And from the foant of life ambrosial drink. 
That soon refrcsh'd Him wearied, and repalr'd 
What hunger, if autrht hunger, had impalr'd. 
Or thirst ; and, as He fed, angelic quires 
Sung heavenly anthems of His victory 
Over temptation and the tempter proud : 

"Trne image of the Father: whether throned 
In the bosom of bliss, and light of light 
Conceiving, or, remote from heaven, enshrined 
In fleshly tabernacle, and human form, 
Wandering the wilderness ; whatever place, 
Habit, or state, or morion, still expressing 
Tlie Son of God, with god-like force endued 
Against the attempter of thy Father's throne, 
And thief of Paradise ! Him long of old 
ThoU didst debel, and down from heaven cast 
With all his army; now Thou hast avenged 
Supplanted Adam, and, by vanquishing 
Temptation, hast regain'd lost Paradise, 
And frustrated the conquest fraudulent. 
He never more henceforth will dare set foot 
In Paradise to tempt ; his snares are broke : 
For, thoagh that seat of earthly bliss be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradise is founded now 
For Adam and his chosen sons, whom Thou, 
A Saviour, art come down to reinstal. 
Where they shall dwell secure, when time shall 

be. 
Of tempter and temptation without fear. 
But thon, infernal serpent ! shalt not long 
Kale in the clouds ; like an autumnal star. 
Or lightning, thou shalt fall from heaven, trod 

down 
Under His feet ; for proof, ere this thon feeVst 
Thy wound, (yet not thy last and deadliest 

wound,) 
By this repulse received, and hold'st in hell 
No triumpn: in all her gates Abaddon rues 
Thy bold attempt. Hereafter learn with awe 
To dread the Son of God ; He, all unarm'd. 
Shall chase thee, with the terror of His voice, 
From thy demoniac holds, possession fouU 
Thee and thy legions : yelling they shall fly. 
And beg to hide them in a herd of swine. 
Lest He command tiiem down into the deep. 
Bound, and to torment sent before their tiino. 
Hail, Son of the Most High, heir of both worlds, 
Queller of Satan ! on Thy glorious work 
Now enter, and begin to save mankind." 

Thus they the Son of God, our Saviour meek. 
Sung victor, and, from heavenly feast refresh'd. 
Brought on His way with Joy ; He, unobserved 
Homo to His mother's house private returu'd. 



COMUS: A MASK. 



THE PERSONS. 

The attendant Spirit, afterwards iu 

the liabit of TuYiuiis. 
CoMus, with his Crew. 

SABBiKAt tlie Nymr-li. 



The Lndy. 
Fii-st Brother. 
Second Brother. 



The first Scene discoven a tcild wood. Tfie atten- 
dant Spirit descends or enters. 

Bf-fork the starry threshold of Jove's court 
My uitinsion Is. where those immortal shapes 
C)f bright aerial spirits live insphcred 
Jn rcfrions mild of calm and serene air. 
Above the smoke and stir of this dim spot. 
Wliich men call earth ; and, witli iow-thoughtcd 

care. 
Confined and pester'd in this pinfold here. 
Strive to Iceep np a frail and feverish being, 
Vnnilndfui of the crown that virtue gives, 
After this mortal change, to her true servants. 
Amongst tlie enthroned gods on sainted seats. 
Yet some there be that, by due steps, aspire 
To lay their just hands on that golden key, 
That ui)es the iMilace of eternity : 
To such my errand is : and, but for such, 
1 would not soil these pure ambrosial weeds 
With the rank vapours of this sin-worn mould. 
Bnt to my task. Neptune, besides the sway 
Of every salt flood, and eacliebbisp stream, 
Took In by lot, 'twixt high and nether Jove, 
Imperial rule of all the sea-girt isles, 
TlKit, like to rich and various gems, inlay 
Tiie unadorned bosom of the deep, 
AVIiich lie, to grace his tributary pods. 
lly coarse commits to several government. 
And gives them leave to wear their sjjpphire 

crowns. 
And wield their little tridents: but this isle, 
The greatest and the best of all the main. 
He quarters to his blue-hair'd deities: 
And all this tract that fronts tlie failing sun, 
A noble peer, of mickle trust and power. 
Has In his charge, with temper'd awe to guide 
An old and haughty nation, proud in arms : 
Where his fair offspring, nursed in princely 

lore. 
Are coming to attend their father's state. 
And new-intrusted sceptre ; but their way 
Lies tlirough the perplex'd paths of this drear 

wood. 
The nodding horror of whose shady brows 
Tlireats the forlorn and wandering passentrer: 
Autl here their tender ago might suffer iieril. 
But that, by quick command from sovereign 

Jove, 
I was dispatch'd for their defence and guard : 
And listen v.'hy ; for 1 will tell you now 
What never yet was heard In tale or song. 
From old or modern bard, in hall or bower. 

Bacchus, that first from out the purple grape 
Crush'd the sweet poison of misused wine. 
After the Tuscan mariners transform'd. 
Coasting the Tyrrhene shore, as the winds 

listed. 
On Circe's island fell: (who knows not Circe, 
The daughter of the Sun, whose charmed cup 
Whoever histed, lost his upright shape, 



And downward fell into a grovellhfig swine 7) 
This nymph, that gazed upon his clustering 

locks. 
With ivy berries wreathed, and his blithe youth. 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a son 
Much like his father, but his mother more. 
Whom, therefore, she brought up, and Comus 

named : 
Who, ripe and frolic of his full-grown age. 
Itoving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 
At last betakes him to this ominous wood. 
And, in thick shelter of black shades Imbowcr'd, 
Excels his mother at her mighty art, 
Offering, to every weary traveller. 
His orient liquor In a crystal glass. 
To quench the drought of Phoebus ; which as 

they taste, 
(For most do taste, through fond intemperate 

thirst,) 
Soon as the potion works, their human counte- 
nance, 
The express resemblance of the gods, is changed 
Into some brutish form of wolf, or bear. 
Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat. 
All other parts remaining as they were ; 
And they, (so perfect is their misery.) 
Not once perceive their foul disfigurement. 
But boast themselves more comely than before. 
And all their fj'iends and native home forget. 
To roll with pleasure m a sensual sty. 
Therefore, when any, iavour'd of high Jove, 
Chances to pass through this adventurous glade. 
Swift as the sparkle of a glancing star 
1 shoot from heaven, to give him safe convoy, 
As now I do : but first 1 must put off 
These my sky-robes, spun out of Iris's woof. 
And take the weeds and likeness of a swain 
That to the service of this house belongs. 
Who, with his soft pipe, and sraootli-dlttied 

song, 
Well knows to still the wild winds when they 

roar. 
And hush the waving woods ; nor of less faith, 
And in this office of his mountain watch, 
Likeliest, and nearest to the present aid 
Of this occasion. But I hear the tread 
Of hateful steps; I must be viewless now. 

Comus enters with a chai-ming-rod in one hand. h\$ 
glass in the other; wtth htm a route of motif ters. 
headed like sundry sorts of tcild l>easts. but. otliet- 
wtse, lite men and women, their apparel ghstei- 
ing; they come in making a riotous and vnruiy 
noise, wUh torches tn their hands. 

Comus. The stir that bids the shepherd fold, 
Now the top of heaven doth hold ; 
And the glided car of day 
His glowing axle doth allay 
In the steep Atlantic stream. 
And the slope sun his upward beam 

\ 



100 



3ULT0^"S rOEMS. 



Shoots against tlie dusky pole, 
Pacing toward the otlier goal 
Of his chamber in the east. 
Meanwhile, welcome joy and feast. 
Midnight shout and revelry. 
Tipsy dance and jollity. 
Braid your loclts with rosy twine. 
Dropping odours, dropping wine, 
Kigonr now is gone to bed. 
And advice, with scrnpulouH head, 
Strict age, and sour severltv, 
"With their grave saws, in slumber lie. 
We, that are of purer fire, 
Imitate the starry quire. 
Who, In their nightly watchful spheres. 
Lead in swift runnd the months aiul years. 
The sounds and seas, wlrh all their tinny drore, 
, Now to the moon in wavering morrice move ; 
And, on the tawny sands and shi-lves. 
Trip the pert fairies and the dapper elves. 
By dimpled brooic and fountain-brim. 
The wood-nymphs, deck'd with daisies trim, 
Their merry wakes and pastimes keep: 
What hath night to do with sleep V 
Night hath better sweets to prove, 
Venus now wakes, and wakens Love. 
Come, let us onr rites begin; 
Tls only daylight that makes sin, 
Which these dun shades will ne'er report. 
Hail, goddess of nocturnal sport. 
Dark-veil'd Cotytto! to whom the secret flame 
Of midnight torches burns; mysterious dame. 
That ne^r art cail'd but when the dragon 

womb 
Of Stygian darkness spits her thickest gloom, 
And makes one blot of all the air ; 
Stay thy cloudy ebon chair. 
Wherein thou ridest with Hecate, and befriend 
Us, thy vow'd priests, till utmost end 
Of all thv dues be done, and none left out ; 
Ere the blabbing eastern scout. 
The nice mom, on the Indian steep, 
From her cabin'd loop-hole peep, 
And to the tell-tale sun descry, 
■Our conceard solemnity. 
Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 
In a light fantastic round. 

The Mecuttre. 

Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 
Of some chaste footing near about this ground. 
Kon to your shrouds, within these brakes and 

trees : 
Our number may affright ! some virgin sure 
(For so I can distinguish by mine art) 
Benighted in these woods. Now to my charms, 
And to my wily trains : I shall, ere long. 
Be well stock'd with as fair a herd as grazed 
About my mother Circe. Thus I hurl 
My dazzling spells into the snongy air. 
Of power to cheat the eye with blear illusion. 
And give it false presentments, lest the place 
And my quaint habits breed astonishment. 
And put the damsel to suspicions flight : 
Which must not be, for that's against my 

course ; 
I, under fair pretence of friendly ends. 
And well-placed words of glozing courtesy. 
Baited with reasons not unplausible. 
Wind me Into the easy-hearted man. 
And hug him into snares. When once her eye 
Hath met the virtue of this magic dust, 
I shall anpear some harmless villager. 
Whom tnrlf t keeps up about his country gear. 
But here she comes; I fairly step aside. 
Ajid hearken, If I may, her business here. 

The Ladt enters. 

Lady. This way the noise was, if mine ear be 

true 
My best guide now: metbought it was the 

sound 
O/iiot and Ul-managed merriment. 



Such as the jocund flute, or gamesome pipe. 
Stirs up among the loose unletter'd hinds, 
Wiien, for their teeming flocks, and granges 

full. 
In wanton dance they praise the bounteous 

Pan, 
And thank the gods amiss. I shonid be loth 
To meet the rudeness and swill'd insolence. 
Of such late wassaiiers ; yet, O ! where else 
Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 
In the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? 
My brothers, when they saw me wearied out 
With this long way, resolving here to lodge 
Under the spreading favour of these pines. 
Stepp'd, as they said, to the next thicket-side, 
To bring me berries, or such cooling fruit 
As the kind hospitable woods provide. 
They left me, then, when the gray-hooded even. 
Like a sad votarist in palmer's weed, 
Kose from the hindmost wheels of Phoebus' 

wain. 
But where they are. and why they came not 

back. 
Is now the labour of my thoughts: *tis likeliest 
They had engaged their wandering steps too 

far; 
And envious darkness, ere they could return. 
Had stole them from me: else, O thievish 

night. 
Why shouldst thou, but for some felonious end. 
In thy dark lantern thus close up the stars 
That nature hung in heaven, and flll'd their 

lamps 
With everlasting oil, to give due light 
To the misled and lonely traveller i 
This is the place, as well as 1 may guess. 
Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfect in my listening ear ; 
Yet nought but single darkness do I find. 
What might this be 'i A thousand fantasies 
Begin to throng into my memory, 
Of calling shapes, and beckoning shadows dire, 
And aery tongues, that syllable men's names 
On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses. 
These thoughts may startle well, but not 

astound 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
By a strong siding champion, conscience. 
O, welcome, pure-eyed faith, white-handed 

hope. 
Thou hovering angel, girt with golden wings, 
And thou unblemish'd form of cliastity I 
I see ye visibly, and now believe 
That He, the Supreme God, to whom all things 

iU 
Are but as slavish officers of vengeance. 
Would send a glistering guardian, if need were, 
To keep my life and honour unassail'd. 
Was I deceived, or did a sable cloud 
Turn forth her silver lining on the night? 
I did not err, there does a sable cloud 
Turn forth her silver lining on the night. 
And casts a gleam over this tufted grove : 
I cannot halloo to my brothers, but 
Hach noise as I can make to be heard farthest 
I'll venture : for my new-enliven*d st^irits 
Prompt me ; and they, perhaps, are not far off. 

SONG. 

Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that livest un- 
seen 
Within thy aery shell. 
By slow Meander's margent green, 
And in the violet-embroider'd vale 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her sad song moumeth well: 
Canst thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
That likest thy Narcissus are ? 

O, if thou have 
Hid them in some flowery cave, 
Tell me but where, 
Sweet queen of parley, daughter of the 
sphere ! 



nonlilppil ; If Ibose )■ 



i>riliutiwu,tlIlttiBlledI 1 bHu uti bcanl 
Vy nmtbcTUnc, wllb the Kvnn> tbnia, 
JUnldtt ttas flonoT-fclnltd XaUdH. 
t'nlUnf tkelTpotenI krrin auil ImIcIbI drnit. 
tVha. a« they uuif, wikjU taku tbe Kboa' 

Ami kp 11 In Elridnrar ScjM mat. 
AndcUdlMrliU'klncoiimtnruiittfMhm. 

Such KiliH carulntr vl wakins MIm. 

1 iKT^r bciird tlU iww. lUi^caktoliFr, 

And >bE ibsU M ID7 queen. HiUI, ronlga 



Ounw. Whu cbiuM, (D d lady, lintk'banitt 

tjJ^'fwt'Zll mf. wciT. nn a ina»T Inrt. 
OmfWt- nyfiilivhDii(1,»rUliicgnneiiv,iir wby? 
iJidf. JU tat, I' tba ralky, Buaia coul IrleudI;' 



Oniu. Twomcbluv.vlialllinathelalKinr'd 
Tiwir port wai more thin bnmau, aa ilie; 






ibol, good Bb«p1ierd, I 
In (0^7^^ Bllownncr ol .lar-lljtbt. 
Vl'gnid oronaik Ihe bMIIand-pUor. arl. 

D'niilF.nri'Mlij'drll.nllMiiilld ■«»<!. 

Hy dallf iralka and aadnu Bdiriil-oiiiliuad ; 
And If nnr •uwattgadiuUM ba jci Indnri. 
Or tbnnidwWUBtlHM Uitfu. 1 ■mil knnr 

From herthatcta'diallM nun: lluIlHnrlK, 

U'hkta uCI b Hwucr hiund in Inly tSiit. 
Ulrli nmoky raflen, tban In tavnliT baU^. 
Aiid iwirta oC priDni, whera It fflnt waa nsi'icit, 

1 CHRiriM be, ttaat I dioBtd tear la Ehanfa It, 
Kvema,bta»t ProvUenca-fliHl tqauKmr Iriil 

Tu my propcprtlon'd Btrcnstb, iSbai^nl- lead 



•urpbijr mlala, aene fapll' tajwr, 
-ablUlion.irldtai 

^l^einrdlu tni-lrtrulllediotcs, 

lit iJilA ^osa dangaop of tiinunieruaF boughs. 



Qnm her niiiilUiiwd bfiad, fniuiiLit nltb wd 

11 can th( faabloD ol nnoanaluaiUi'i 

'nr, fpanl thaybaBQ, whIklbpjT«Bl onknuvn, 



And tbcivwV \iB»i»VO»^ v«a»»M.' 



102 



MILTON'S POEMS. 



As that tlie single want of light and noise 

(Xot being in danger, as I trust she is not) * 

Conld stir the constant mood of her calm 

thoughts, 
And pat them into misbecoming plight. 
Virtue could see to do what virtue would, 
Br her own radiant light, though sun and moon 
were in the fiat sea sunlc And wisdom's self 
Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude, 
Where, with her best nurse, contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her 

wings. 
That, in the various bustle of resort. 
Were ail-to ruffled, and sometimes impnirM. 
He that has light within his own clear breast 
May sit i' the centre, and enjoy bright day : 
But he that hides a dark soul and foul tiiuughts. 
Benighted walks under the mid-day sun ; 
Himself is his own dungeon. 

Sec. Br. 'Tis most true, 

That musing meditation most affects 
The pensive secrecy of desert cell, 
Far from the cheerful haunt of men and herds, 
And sits as safe as in a senate-house ; 
For who would rob a hermit of his wends. 
His few books, or his beads, or maple dish. 
Or do his gray hairs any violence ? 
But beauty, like the fair Hesperian tree. 
Laden witn blooming gold, had need the guard 
Of dragon-watch, with unenchanted eye. 
To save her blossoms, and defend her fruit. 
From the rash hand of bold incontinence. 
You may as well spread out the unsun'd heaps 
Of miser's treasure by an outlaw's den, 
And tell me it is safe, as bid me hope 
Danger will wink on opportunity. 
And let a single helpless maiden pass 
Uninjured in this wild surrounding waste. 
Of night, or loneliness, it recks me not ; 
I fear the dread events that dog them both. 
Lest some ill-greeting touch attempt the person 
Of our unown'd sister. 

First Br. I do not, brother, 

Infer, as if I thought my sister's state 
Secure, without all doubt or controversy ; 
Yet, vhere an equal poise of hope and fear 
Does arbitrate the event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope, rather than fear, 
And gladly banish squint suspicion. 
My sister is not so defenceless left 
As you imagine; she has a hidden strength, 
MTiIch vou remember not. 

Sec. Br. What hidden strength, 

Unless the strength of Heaven, if you mean 

that? 
First Br. I mean that, too, but yet a hidden 

strength, 
Which, if Heaven give it, may be term'd her 

own: 
'Tis chastity, my brother : chastity : 
She that has that is clad In complete steel ; 
And, like a quiver'd nymph, with arrows keen. 
May trace huge forests, and unharbour'd heaths, 
Infamous hills, and sandy perilous wilds. 
Where, through the sacred rays of chastity. 
No savage fierce, bandit, or mountaineer. 
Will dare to soil her virgin purity: 
Yea, there, where very desolation dwells. 
By grots and caverns shagg'd with horrid 

shades, 
She may pass on with unblench'd majesty. 
Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 
Some say, no evil thing that walks by night. 
In fog or fire, by lake or moorish fen. 
Blue meagre hag, or stubborn unlaid ghost 
That breaks his magic chains at curfew time, 
"So goblin, or swart fnlry of the mine. 
Hath hnrtfui power o'er true virginity. 
Do ye believe me yet, or shall I call 
Antiquity from the old schools of Greece, 
To testify the arms of chastity V 
Hence had the huntress Dlan her dread bow, 
I^a/r s/lrer-shafted qaeeu, for ever chaste, 



Wherewith she tamed the brinded lioness 
And spotted mountain-pard, but set at nought 
The frivolous bolt of Cupid : gods and men 
Fear'd her stern frown, and she was queen of 

the woods. 
What was that snaky-headed Gorgon shield 
That wise Minerva wore, unconquer'd virghi. 
Wherewith she freezed her foes to cougeurd 

stone, 
But rigid looks of chaste austerity. 
And noble grace, that dasli'd brute violence 
With sudden adoration and blank awe ? 
80 dear to Heaven is saintly chastity. 
That, when a soul is found sincerely so, 
A thousand liveried angels lackey her. 
Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt ; 
And, in clear dream and solemn vision. 
Tell her of things that no gross car can hear. 
Till oft converse with heavenly habitants 
Begin to cast a beam on the outward shape. 
The unpolluted temple of the mind. 
And turns it, by degrees, to the soul's essence, 
Till all be made immortal : but when lust. 
By unchaste looks, loose gestui*es, and foul- 

talk, 
Bnt most by lewd and lavish act of sin, 
Ia^s in defilement to the inward parts. 
The soul grows clotted by contagion, 
Iint)odies, and imbrntes, till she quite lose 
The divine property of her first beinji. 
Such are those thick and gloomy shadows 

damp, 
Oft seen in charncl vaults and sepulchres. 
Lingering and sitting by a new-made grave, 
As loth to leave the body that it loved, 
And link'd itself, by carnal sensuality, 
To a degenerate and degraded state. 
Sec. Br. How charming is divine philoso- 
phy! 
Xot harsh, and crabbed, as dull fools suppose ; 
But musical as is A)k>11o's lute. 
And a perpetual feast of ncctar'd sweets. 
Where no crude surfeit reigns. 

First Br. List ! list ! I hear 

Some far-off halloo break the silent air. 
Sec. Br. Methought so, too; what should it 

be? 
First Br. For certain. 

Either some one, like us. night-founder'd here. 
Or else some neighbour woodman; or, at 

worst. 
Some roving robber calling to his fellows. 
Sec. Br. Heaven keep my sister. Again! 
again ! and near. 
Best draw, and stand upon our guard. 

First Br. I'll halloo: 

If he be friendly, he comes well : if not, 
J>efence Is a good cause, and Heaven be for us. 

Enter the attendant Spirit, habited like a Shep- 

lierd. 

That halloo I should know ; what are you ? 

speak ; 
Come not too near; you fall on iron stakes 

else. 
Spir. What voice is that? my young lord? 
speak again. 
Sec Br. O brother, 'tis my father's shepherd, 

sure. 
First Br. Tliyrsis ? whose artful strains have 
oft delay'd 
The huddling brook to hear his madrigal. 
And sweetn'd every musk-rose of the dale ? 
Ilow camest thou here, good swain ? Hath any 

ram 
Sllpp'd from the fold, or young kid lost his dam. 
Or straggling wether the flock forsook ? 
How couldst thou find this dark sequester'd 
nook? 
Spir. O, my loved master's heir, and his next 
joy, 
I came not here on such a trivial toy 
As a stray* d ewe, ot lo v>3^i%ti« x\vft «v««.\ilv. 
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Of pilfering wulf ; not all the fleecj wealth 
That doth enrich these downs is worth a 

thought 
To this my errand, and the care it brought 
Bnt. O my virgin lady, where is she ? 
Uow chance she is not in your company ? 
First Br. To tell thee sadly, shepherd, without 

me. 
Or our neglect, we lost her as wo came. 
Spir. Ah me unhappy ! then my fears are 

true. 
First Br, What fears, good Thyrsis ? Pr'ythec 

briefly shew. 
Spir^ I'll tell ye ; 'tis not vain or fabulous 
(Though so esteemed by shallow ignorance) 
What the sage poets, taught by the heavenly 

muse. 
Storied of old, in high immortal verse. 
Of dire chimeras, and enchanted isles. 
And rifted rocks, whoso entrance leads to heil ; 
For such there be, bnt unbelief is blind. 

Within the naval of tbis hideous wood. 
Immured in cypress shades, a sorcerer dwells. 
Of Bacchus and of Circe bom, great Comns, 
Deep skiird in all his mother's witcheries ; 
And here to every thirsty wanderer 
Bv sly enticement gives his baneful cup. 
With many murmurs mix'd, whoso pleasing 

poison 
The visage quite transforms of him that drinks, 
And the inglorious likeness of a beast 
¥ ixes instead, nnmoulding reason's mintage 
Character'd in the face : this have I learn d 
Tending my flocks hard by i' the hilly crofts. 
That brow this bottom-glade ; whence, night by 

night. 
He and Ills monstrous rout are heard to howl, 
Ldk« stabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate, 
In their obscured haunts of inmost boweri^. 
Yet have they manv baits and guileful spells. 
To inveigle and invite the unwary sense 
Of them that pass nnweeting by the way. 
This evening late, by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta'en their supper on the savour}^ herb 
Of knot-grass dew-besprent, and were in fold, 
1 sat me down to watch upon a bank 
With ivy canopied, and interwove 
With flaunting honeysuckc, and began. 
Wrapt in a pleasing fit of melancholy. 
To meditate my rural minstrelsy, 
mi fancy had her fill ; but, ere a close, 
7he wonted roar was up amidst the woods. 
And flird the air with barbarous dissonance ; 
At which I ceased, and listen'd them awhile, 
Till an unusual stop of sudden silence 
(iave respite to the drowsy-flighted steeds 
That draw the litter of close-cnrtaln'd sleep; 
At last, a soft and solemn breathing sound 
Rose like a steam of rich distlll'd perfumes, 
And stole upon the air, that even silence 
Was took ere she was ware, and wish'd she 

might 
Deny her nature, and be never more. 
Still to .be so displaced. I was all car. 
And took in strains that might create a soul 
ruder the ribs of death : but, O ! ere long, 
Too well I did perceive it was the voice 
Of my most honour'd lady, your dear sister. 
Amazed I stood, harrow d with grief and fear, 
And. O poor hapless nightingale, thought I, 
How sweet thou sing'st, how ne:ir the deadly 

snare! 
Then down tho lawns I ran with headlong 

haste. 
Through paths and turnings often trod by day. 
Till, guided by mine ear, I found the place 
Where that damn'd wixard, hid in sly disguise, 
(For so by certain signs I knew,) had met 
Already, ere my best speed could prevent. 
The aidless innocent lady, his wish'd prey. 
Who gently ask'd If he had seen such two, 
Supposing Mm some neighbour villager. 



Longer I durst not stay, bat soon I guess'd 
Ye were the two she meant ; with that I sprung 
Into swift flight, till I had found you hero ; 
But farther know I not. 

Sec. Br. O night, and shades ! 

How are ye join'd with hell in triple knot 
Against the unarm'a weakness of one virgin. 
Alone and helpless ! Is this the coufldenco 
You gave mo, brother? 

First Br. Yes, and keep it still ; 

Lan on it safely ; not a period 
Shall be unsaid for me. Against the threats 
Of nmlice, or of sorcery, or that power 
Which erring men call chance, tnls I hold firm : 
Virtue may be assail'd, but never hurt ; 
Surprised by unjust force, but not inthrall'd : 
Yea, even that, which mischief meant most 

hanu. 
Shall in the happy trial prove most glory : 
But evil on itself shall back recoil. 
And mix no more with goodness ; when, at last, 
Gather'd like scum, and settled to itself, 
It shall be in eternal restless change 
Sclf-fed, and self-consumed : if this fail, 
The pillar'd flrmamcnt is rottenness, 
And earth's base built on stubbie. Bnt come, 

let's on. 
Against the op]>osing will and arm of Heaven 
May never this Just sword be lifted up ; 
But for that damn'd magician, let him bo girt 
With all the grisly legions that troop 
Under the sooty flag of Acheron, 
Harpies and hydras, or all the monstrous forms 
Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him out. 
And force him to return his purcliaso back, 
Or drag him by the curls to a foul death. 
Cursed as his life. 

Spir. Alas! good venturous youth, 

I luve thy courage yet, and bold emprise ; 
But here thy sword can do thee little stead ; 
Far other arms and other weapon!^ must 
Itti those that quell the might of hellish charms 
Ho with his bare wand can unthread thy Joints, 
And crumble all thy sinews. 

First Br. Why, prithee, shepherd. 

How dost thou then thyself approach so neur. 
As to make this relation ? 

Spir. Care, and utmost shirts. 

How to secure the lady from surprisal. 
Brought to my mind a certain shepherd lad. 
Of small regard to see to, yet were iikill'd 
In every virtuous plant, and healing herb. 
That spreads her verdant leaf to the morning 

ray; 
He loved me well, and oft would beg me sing. 
Which, when I did, he on the tender grass 
Would sit, and hearken even to ecstasy ; 
And, in requital, ope his leathern scrip. 
And shew me simples of a thousand names. 
Telling their strange and vigorous faculties. 
Amongst the rest, a small unsightly root. 
But of divine effect, he cnll'd me out ; 
Tlie leaf was darkish, and had prickles on it, 
Bnt in another country, as he said. 
Bore a bright golden flower, but not in this soil: 
Unknown, and like estecni'd, and the dull swum 
Treads on it daily with his clouted shoon : 
And yet more medicinal is it than that moly. 
That Hermes once to wise Ulysses gave. 
Ho called it hsemony, and gave it me. 
And bade me keep it as of sovereign use 
'Cialnst all enchantments, mildew, blast, or 

damp. 
Or ghastly furies' apparition. 
I pursed it up, but little reckoning made, 
Till new that this extremity compell'd : 
But now I flnd it true ; for by this means 
I knew tho foul enchanter, though disguised, 
Enter'd the very llme-twigs of his spells. 
And yet came off: If you have this about yoa 
(As I will plv« "sow'^Vwcts.'w^ w^^wolvcns.-^ 
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Aud brandish'd blade, rash on liim; break his 

glass, 
ed the luscious liquor on the Ground, 
But seize hiswaud; though he and his cursed 

crew 
Fierce sign of battle make, and menace high, 
Or, like the sons of Vulcan, vomit smoke, 
Yet will they soon retire, if lie but shrink. 
Ftrst Br. Thyrsis, lead on apuce, I'll follow 
thee; 
And some good angel bear a shield before us. 

The scene changes to a stately palace, set out with 
all manner of delicUmsnest : soft music, tables 
sjtread with all dainties. Comus appears with 
his rabble, and the Lady, set in an enchanted 
chair, to whom he offers his glass, which she puts 
by, and goes about to rue. 

Comus. Nay, lady, sit; if I bat wave this 

wand, 
Your nerves are all chained up in alabaster, 
And yon a statue ; or, as Daphne was, 
Koot-bound, that fled Apollo. 

Lady. Fool, do not boast ; 

Thou canst not touch the freedom of my mind 
With all thy charms, although this corporal 

rind 
Thou hast immanacled, while Heaven sees 

good. 
Comus. Why are you vex'd, lady? Why do 

you frown'/ 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger ; from these 

gates 
Sorrow flies far: see, here be all the pleasures 
That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts. 
When the fresh blood grows lively, and returns 
Brisk as the April buds in primrose season. 
And first behold this cordial julep here, 
That flames and dances in his crystal bounds, 
With spirits of balm and fragrant syrups mix'd 
Not that Nepenthes, which tiie wife of Thoue, 
In Egypt, gave to Jove-born Helena, 
Is of such power to stir up Joy as this. 
To life so friendly, or so cool to thirst. 
Why should you be so cruel to yourself, 
And to those dainty limbs, which nature lent 
For gentle usage and soft delicacv ? 
But yon invert the covenants of ner trust, 
And harshly deal, like an ill borrower, 
With that which you received on other terms ; 
Scorning the unexempt condition 
By which all mortal frailty must subsist, 
Kefreshment after toil, ease after pain. 
That have been tired all day without repast. 
And timely rest have wanted; but, fair virgin. 
This will restore ail soon. 

Lady. 'Twill not, false traitor! 

*Twill not restore the truth and honesty 
That thou hast banish'd from thy tongue with 

lies. 
Was this the cottage, and the safe abode. 
Thou told'st me of? What grim aspects are 

these. 
These ugly-headed monsters? Mercy guard 

me! 
Hence with thy brew'd enchantments, foul 

deceiver! 
Hast thou betray'd my credulous innocence 
With visor'd falsehood and base forgery ? 
And wouldst thou seek again to trap me here 
With Uquorish baits, fit to ensnare a brute ? 
Were it a draught for Juno when she banquets, 
I would not taste thy treasonous offer ; none. 
But such as are good men, can give good 

things ; 
And that which Is not good is not delicious 
To a well-govem'd and wise appetite. 
Comus. foolishness of menl ttiat lend their 

ears 
To those badge doctors of the Stoic fur, 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynic tub, 
I*nU8Jngtbe lean and uUlow abstmewx ! 



Wherefore did nature pour her bounties forth 
With such a full and nnwithdrawing hand, 
Covering the earth with odours, fruits, and 

flocks. 
Thronging the seas with spawn innumerable. 
But all to please and sate the curious taste? 
And set to work millions of spinning worms. 
That in their green shops weave the smooth- 

hair'd sUk, 
To deck her sons ; and, that no comer might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
She hntch'd the aU-worshipp'd ore and precious 

gems. 
To store her children with : if all the world 
Should, in a pet of temperance, feed on pulse. 
Drink the clear stream, and nothing wear but 

frieze. 
The All-giver would be unthank'd, would be un- 

pralsed. 
Not half his riches known, and yet despised : 
And we should serve Him as a grudging master. 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth ; 
And Uve like nature's bastards, not her sons. 
Who would be quite surcharged with her own 

weight. 
And strangled with her waste fertility ; 
The earth cumbered, and the wing'd air dark'd 

with plumes. 
The herds would over-multitude their lords, 
The sea, o*erfraught, would swell, and the un- 
sought diamonds 
Would so imblaze the forehead of the deep, 
And so bestud with stars that they below 
Would grow inured to light, and come at last 
To gaze upon the sun with shameless brows. 
LisE lady ; be not coy, and be not cozen d 
With that same vaunted name, virginity. 
Beauty is nature's coin, must not be hoarded, 
But must be current; and the good thereof 
Consists in mutual and imrtaken bliss. 
Unsavoury in the enjoyment of itself; 
If you let slip time, like a neglected rose. 
It withers on the stalk with languishM head. 
Beauty is nature's brag, and must be shown 
In courts, at feasts, and high solemnities. 
Where most may wonder at the workmanship: 
It is for homely features to keep home. 
They had their name thence; course com- 
plexions. 
And cneeks of sorry grain will serve to ply 
The samnier, and to^ tease the housewife's- 

wool. 
What need a vermeil-tinctured lip for that, 
Love-darting eyes, or tresses like the mom ? 
There was another meaning in these gifts ; 
Think what, and be advised; you areA)Ut young^ 
yet. 
Lady. I had not thought to have unlock'd my 



In this unhaUow'd air, but that this juggler 
Would think to charm my judgment, as mine 

eyes, 
Obtruding false rales prank'd in reason's garb. 
I hate when vice can bolt her argameuts. 
And virtue has no tongue to check her pride. 
Impostor ! do not charge most innocent nature 
As If she would her children should be riotous 
With her abundance ; she, good cateress. 
Means her provision only to the good, 
That live according to her sober laws. 
And holy dictate of spare temperance : 
If every jast man, that now pines with want. 
Had but a moderate and beseeming share 
Of that which lewdly-pampered luxury 
Now heaps npon some few with vast excess, 
Nature's full olesslngs would be well dispensed 
In unsuperfluous even proportion. 
And she no whit encumber'd with her store: 
And then the Giver would be better thank'd, 
His praise due paid ; for swinish gluttony 
Ne'er looks to heaven amidst his gfageomm 

feast 
But, -with l>eB0Ue& \>«Aft VnvraxW^iA^^ 
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Hk^cDlUlDn danMlf iljrliij^the nu 



It nuT'd lier fliiht w 



The <r■t■^-■lTI□|Itl^ tkat in Iha bottom slay 'd. 
lleMtl|>lkcrr|»irIi>d wriiti. and look her in, 
llnriiii her ifrmiiilit to ■ged Kereni' iiatl, 
Who. iflteois ol her woei, reat'd tior luik head 
And laxe rier to hl> diiDihlera to Imbathe 



From thy coraj-paven bfld, 

^abriaa riHt, attmded b]/ uater-ngmpiu, and 

iy the rnaliy-rriii^d twnb. 

' Myll^i^ cl'illlot tU jJ! '" °" ' 

mick Ht wltb agate, and Ike ainre sheen 

VbllBt trom oo the nien flee' 
i-er'lhe'rowrL^B"ve1vet'head, 
lenlle >w^n ,« llSr request, 
Spir. Ooddeaidear. 

3abr- Sheplwrd, 'lis my udlce be&l 
llrlKbleet ladr. hjolE on me'! 

llirlce upon thy fJnmr't lip. 



S-fi^'tSi 



My Ihy lofty b. 
Willi mu; a tM-sr ■■■■ » 
An d kan ud Oten thj bo 
Wltb gniTOa of mrrth and 
CaDw-liidr, wtana fluTo 



MM airuM or dmIIm* MnuMI, 
Tin m ooB» to hoUir noMiia ( 
lAaU M TOUT UlUUmUa 
Ilirautli lltli itooovaomt wide ■ 
Aid not niDiir fnrloiin tbence 

Wten till! nJitil an nitila nan 
Hbdt a Menf to aratDlato 
HIa wMi'd praHDca: and bathla 
Alt Hia swaliii, tkai tkaro alilde. 
With |t« andVal duca r»«t ; 
Wa^ull ntcb Umui at tbdr >part, 
And oni nddon eouUnit tlMre 
Will doulila all tlidr miitli and oheor; 
CoDK, I«( HI hula, tho nam iiraw hiEli. 
Bat nlglil alti numaniti fat In the mid >ky. 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 



A DKAMATIC TOEM. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Samsox, uiade captive, blind, and now in the prison of Guza, llicrc to labour as in a common work 
house, on ti festival day, iu a general cessation from labour, comes forth into the open air, to a placf 
nigh, somewhat retired, there to sit awhile and bemoan his condition: where he happens at length 
tu be visited by certain friends and equals of liis tribe, which make the Chorus, who seek to com- 
fort him wluit tlicy can ; tlien by his uld father Manoah, who endeavours the like and withal tcUs 
him his purpose to procure his liberty by ransom ; lastly, that tills feast was proclaimed by the 
I'liilistines as a duy of thanksgiving for their deliverance from the Imnds of Samson, widen yet 
more troubles him. Manoah then du))arts to prosecute his endeavour with the Philistine lords 'for 
.Samson's redemption ; wito, iu the meanwhile, is visited by other persons ; and, lastly, by a public 
officer to require his coming to the feast before the lords and people, to play or shew his streugtli 
in tlicir presence : he at first refuses, dismissing the public ofUccr with absolute denial to come ; at 
length, |)ersuaded inwardly that this was from God, he yields to go along with him, who cnme now 
tlic second time with great threatenlngs to fetch him: the Oliorus yet remaining on the place, 
Manoah returns full of Joyful hope, to procure ere long his son's deliverance ; In the midst of whicli 
discourse an Hebrew comes in haste, confusedly at first, and afterwards more distinctly, rehiting 
the catastrophe, what Samson had done to the Philistines, and by accident to himself; wherewith 
the tragedy ends. 



THE PERSOSS. 

Sauson. 

Manoah, the father of Samson. i Public Officer. 

Dalila, his wife. Messenger. 

Uaiiai'ILA, ol Gath. ' ' Chorus of Dauitcs. 

The Scene, before the Prison m Gaza, 



SAMSON. Attendant Lading him. 

A LITTLE onward lend thy guiding hand 
To tliesc dark steps, a little fartiier on ; 
For yonder bank hath choice of sun or shade : 
There I am wont to sit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my task of servile toil. 
Daily in the common prison else enjoln'd me, 
Wliere I, a prisoner chaln'd, scarce freely draw 
The air, Imprisoned also, close and damp, 
Unwholesome draught : but here I feel amends. 
The breath of heaven fresh blowing, pure and 

sweet, 
■\\ Ith day-spring born ; here leave me to respire. 
This day a solemn €east the people hold 
To Dagon, their sea-idol, ana forbid 
Laborious works; unwillingly this rest 
Their superstition yields me ; lience, with leave 
Ketlring from the popular noise, 1 seek 
This unfrequented place to find some ease, 
Ease to the body some, none to the mind 
From restless thoughts, that, like a deadly 

swarm 
Of hornets arm'd, no sooner found alone. 
But rush upon me thronging, and ])resent 
Times past, what once I was, nnd what am now. 
O, wherefore was my birth from heaven fore- 
told 
Twice by on angel, who. at last. In sight 
Of both my parents, all in flames ascended 
From off the altar where an oflerhig burn'd, 
As in a flery coliunn charioting 
His godlike presence, and from some great act 
Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's race ? 
Why was my breeding order'd and prescribed 
As of a person separate to God, 



Design'd for prent exploits, if I must die 

Hetray'd, capiived, and, both my eyes put out. 

Made of my enemies the scorn and gaze; 

To grind in brazen fetters under task 

Willi thisjheaven-gifted strength? O glorious 

strength. 
Put to the labour of a beast, debased 
Lower than bond-slave [ Promise was, that I 
Should Israel from Philistlan yoke deliver: 
Ask for this great deliverer now, and llnd him 
Eyeless in Gaza, at the mill with slaves, 
Himself in bonds under Philistlan yoke. 
Yet stay, let me not rashlv call in doubt 
Divine prediction : what if all foretold 
Had been fultlird, but through mine own de- 
fault? 
^Vhom have I to complain of but myself ? 
Who this high gift of strength committed tu 

me. 
In what part lodged, how easily bereft me, 
Under the seal of silence could not keep, 
But weakly to a woman must reveal it, 
O'ercome with Importunity and tears. 
O impotence of mind, in body strong! 
But what is strength without a double share 
Of wisdom? vast, unwieldy, burthensome. 
Proudly secure, yet liable to fall 
By weakest subtilties ; not made to rule. 
But to subserve where wisdom bears command. 
(lOd, when He gave me strength, to shew witiial 
How slight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 
But peace ! I must not quarrel with tne will 
Of highest dispensation, which herein 
Haply had ends above my reach to know : 
Suffices that to me strength is my bane^ 
And prov^ft Iba ^Q^x^a^ ^1 ^2i\.\k<3 \sifflK«\ss.^'. 
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So many, and so huge, that each apart 
Would ask a life tu wail; but chief of all, 
O loss of sight, of thee I most complain ! 
Blind among enemies, O worse than chains, 
Dnngeon, or beggary, or decrepit age ! 
Light, the prime work of God. to me is extinct, 
And all her various objects of deli»rht 
Annuird, which might in part my grief have 

eased, 
Inferior to the vilest now become 
Of man or worm ; the vilest here excel me : 
Thev creep, yet see ; I, dark in light, exposed 
To daily fraud, contempt, abuse, and wrong. 
Within doors, or without, still as a fool. 
In power of others, never In my own ; 
Scarce half I seem to live, dead more than half. 
O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of nuon, 
Irrecoverably dark, total eclipse 
Without all hope of day ! 
O flrst-created beam, and Thou great Word, 
'* Let there be light, and light was over all :" 
Why am I thus bereaved Thy prime decree? 
The sun to me is dark 
And silent as the moon. 
When she deserts the night. 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 
Since light so necessary is to life. 
And almost Ufe itself, if it be true 
That light is in tiie soul. 
She all In every part, why was this sight 
To such a tender ball as the eye confined, 
So obvious and so easy to be quench'd ? 
And not, as feeling, through all parts diffused. 
That she might look at will through every 

pore? 
Then had I not been thus exiled from light, 
As In the land of darknes's, yet In light. 
To live a life half head, a living death. 
And buried ; but, O yet more jniserablc I 
Myself my sepulchre, a moving grave . 
Buried, yet not exempt. 
By privilege of death and burial, 
From worst of other evils, pains, and wrongs : 
But made hereby obnoxious more 
To ail the miseries of life, 
Life in captivity 
Among inhuman foes. 

But who are these ? for with oint pace I hear 
The tread of many feet steering this way ; 
Perhaps my enemies, who come to stare 
At my affliction, and perhaps to insult ; 
Their daily practice to afflict me more. 

Enter Chorus. 

Cho. This, this Is he ; softly awhile, 

Let us not break In upon him : 

O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 

See how he lies at random, carelessly diffused, 

With langnish'd head nnpropt, 

As one past hope abandon'd, 

And by himself given over ; 

In slavish habit, ill-fitted weeds, 

O'er-worn and soii'd ; 

Or do my eyes misrepresent ? Can this be he, 

That heroic, that renown'd. 

Irresistible Samson? whom, unarra'd. 

No strength of man, or fiercest wild beast, could 
withstand ; 

T\Tio tore the lion as the Hon tears the kid; 

Kan on embattled armies clad In iron. 

And, weaponless himself. 

Made arms ridiculous, useless the forgcrv 

Of brazen shield and spear, the haminer'd cuir- 
ass, 

Chalybean-temper'd steel, and frock of mail 

Adaraantean proof ! 

But safest he who stood aloof. 

When Insupportably his foot advanced. 

In scorn of their prond arms and warlike tools, 

Ispurn'd them to death by troops. The bold As- 
calonite 

Fled from his lion ramp; old warriors tam'd 
TheJr plated backs ander bla beel ; 



Or, grovelling, soii'd their crested helmets in the 
dust. 

Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 

The Jaw of a dead ass, his sword of bone, 

A thousand foreskins fell, the flower of Pales- 
tine. 

In Bamath-lechi, famous to this day. 

Then by main force puH'd up, and on liis 
shoulders bore. 

The gates of Azza, post, and massy bar, 

Up to the hill by Hebron, seat of giants old. 

No journey of a Sabbath-day, and loaded so; 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up heaven. 

Which shall I first bewail. 

Thy bondage or lost sight, 

Prison within prison 

Inseparably dark? 

Thou art t>ecome (O worst Imprisonment I) 

Hie dnngeon ot thyself ; thy soul, 

(Which men enjoying sight oft without cause 
complain,) 

Imprison'd now indeed. 

In real darkness of the body dwells, 

Shut up from outward light 

To incorporate with gloomy night; 

For Inward light, alas ! 

Puts forth no visual beam. 

mirror of our fickle state ! 
Since man on earth unparaileled, 
The rarer thy example stands. 

By how much from the top of wondrous glory. 

Strongest of moital men, 

To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fallen. 

For him I reckon not lu high estate 

Whom long descent of birth. 

Or the sphere of fortune, raises ; 

But thee, whose strength, while virtue was her 
mate. 

Might have subdued the earth. 

Universally crown'd with highest praises. 
Sams. I hear the sound of words ; their sense 
the air 

Dissolves, unjointed. ere it reach my ear. 
€7io. He s))eaks : let us draw nigh. Matchless 
in might. 

The glory late of Israel, now the grief; 

We come, thy friends and neiglUMurs not un- 
known. 

From Eshtaol and Zora's fruitful vale. 

To visit or t>ewail thee ; or, if better. 

Counsel or consolation we may bring. 

Salve to thy sores: apt words have power to 
'suage 

The tumours of a troubled mind. 

And are as balm to fester'd wounds. 
Sams. Your coming^ friends, revives me ; for i 
iearn 

Now of my own experience, not by talk. 

How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 

Bear In their superscription (of the most 

1 would be understood :) m prosperous days 
They swarm, but in adverse withdraw their 

head. 
Not to be found, though sought. Te see, O 

friends, 
How many evils have enclosed me round ; 
Yet that which was the worst now least afflicts 

me. 
Blindness; for, had I sight, confused with 

shame. 
How could I once look up, or heave the head. 
Who, like a foolish pilot, have shipwreck'd 
My vessel trusted to me from above. 
Gloriously rlgg'd ; and for a word, a tear. 
Fool! have divulged the secret gift of Ood 
To a deceitful woman? Tell me, friends, 
Am I not sung and proverb'd for a fool 
In every street? do they not sav. How well 
Are come upon him his deserts ? Yet whyV 
Immeasurable strength they might behoul 
In me, of wisdom nothing more than naean ; 
This with the other should at least have 

paVr'd; 
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..u, .,iua° lOoiildii wed tbUliIlMi women 

' flonu, "Th/ flrsl I eaw »1 Tiajnn, Bud Bbe 

He. not my pamitB, that I^ODnbl lo wed 
Tlw diifbui of IB InSdel : Iheykncniiot 

Fmu IBUDUtA Impolu^ »ul llierefore urEed 
nu rauTtan m ; (hit Iv occatlon h«iica 
iMilEhi begin linwl'ideunniice, 
na work to wbkch I nu dltlnely cill'd. 

MM. proVlBC iKlM. Ibt BMCt 1 luuk 10 Hlta 

jO^lutlncTerbftili food wuh tuo laui) 



1 tbon^hlawfolCnnniiijrfc 

And t£a unM md: lUU nlclilog to oppr«u 
IsHTioiiptMWn: of irMH now I snllvr 
HIM ft* not iiM Mia* ciiu*, bat I idtmU. 

Who, VUHUllli'awltllB peal 0(WOTdli(O.WBIU 

•me PhUI-iloe. Iby cuuni y" enemy. 



Dot IIWT panlited. deal, and nould not wei 
To eoont tlMlu tblngi woRh notice, tlU 

Entefd JndiL leeklng me wliolben 

Mot Byln(, bat foneiullnB IB wliKt nl«s 
To set npon tbem, wbu Advantaged ttCHt. 
MMnwUls, lb* m«n or Judih, lu prevent 

Into their huii 



And bow Ingfuelul Kiiiinliq 
Had dealt Willi Jeiiblha. whu. br arsnnNll 
.Sot wufH Uian by taia Khtold and •neu', 
lierended larui Rim tbe a^-H^iltii 
Had not hU umnm qntl'd tbclr ptlda 
]Li ihKt sore tetlls. wi«a 10 raauy^led 
M'iibont repriOTe, adlvdEod to death. 
Cor Honi ol well pcuuDBndnc Mlilbbuletit, 
Saim. OI>Hbeuni|ile>*ddnietat|]er 
but tMdV propoaed deliverance not »x 



ivn ciTB the relUB lu wimdeilnf Ibeocht, 
;i(nnlleaa of Illi (kirv'a dlmlnalloii : 
U. by tbeir own pmilBxltlea laiolrad, 
WT ravel mon, itlKhH reanlvtd. 






I wUh^fioin towa^He»a ^« dl.pen^ 
aeek In marriage 1 bat bdlacioDi brfde, 



as gladly yield me, 



Totuh'd with tlKfli 



TlMD to hure baMl*(« oon Iban Ubeny. 
KondMB with MM than Mnmuna ilberty , 
.iDd to dentoo. « anvy. or anapHt. 
Wbon Oodbuta of B& ipadal favonr nlM 
Atlbelrdalinrerr II be aught benln. 
Ilowheniiem todaaart btan-andaLtaal 





3" 


"olbfr lowal^ 




a 


(T MASOAIi 



rhoogb in tbil nncontb placH . lloWreipscI. 

Mo A> ilinal noir In low dejtcted uue, 
\t ent in taigbeM, boboU bkn where ha Ilea. 

tfan. O MftitSaa ehaMol latUilMmaa, 
That InvbulU* 8*sm.&r n&Dwn d. 
The dread oddBeli hn, win. wtlh ■ atnuih 
Eqaivaleu to avail', watt*! tliair itra 
Kuneollerlngflgfil^ wblkalngleoiinbr 






S'lSt?^ 
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Why Jire His jfifts dcslmhle, to tcnij)' 

Our carneiit prajers, then, giveu wirli solemn 

liiuid 
As gniccH, <lraw a scorpion's tall behind? 
For thU did the anuel twice descend? fur this 
OrduinM hy nurture holy, as of a plant 
Select and sacred, glorious for awhile, 
The miracle of men ; then in an hour 
Ensnurcd, assaulted, overcome, led ijound. 
Thy foes' derision, captive, poor and blind. 
Into a dungeon thrust, to work with slaves? 
Alas! methinks whom God hath chosen once 
To worthiest deeds. If he through frailty err. 
He should not so overwhelm, and as a thrall 
Subject hlin to so foul indignities. 
Be it but for honours sake of former deeds. 
Sams. Appoint nut heavenly disposition, 

father: » 

Nothing of all these evils hath befallen me 
But justly : I myself have brought them on. 
Sole author I, sole cause ; If aught scom vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who have profaned 
The mystery of God given me under |)ledgo 
Of vow, and have betray'd It to a wouiun, 
A Canaanlte, my faithless enemy. 
This well I knew, nor was at ail snrprlsed. 
But warn'd by oft experience : did not she 
Of Timna first betray me, and reveal 
The secret wrested irom me in her height 
Of nuptial love profess'd, carrying it straight 
To them who had corrupted her. my spies. 
And rivals ? In this other was there found 
More faith, who, also In her prime of love, 
Spousal embraces, vitiated with gold, 
Tliough offer'd only, by the scent conceived 
Her spurious first-born, treason against me? 
Thrice slic assay'd, with flattering prayers and 

sighs. 
And amorous reproaches, to win from me 
My capital secret; in what part ray strength 
Lay stored, In what part summ'd, that she might 

know : 
Thrice 1 deluded her, and tum'd to sport 
Her Importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly and with what Impudence 
She purposed to betray me, and (which was 

worse 
Than undlssembled hate) with what contempt 
She sought to make me traitor to myself: 
Yet the fourth time, when, mustering ail her 

wiles. 
With blandished parleys, feminine assaults, 
Tongne-batterles, she surceased, not da^t nor 

night, 
To storm me, over-watch'd nnd wearied out. 
At times when men seek most repose and rest, 
I yielded, and unlocked her all my heart. 
Who, with a grain of manhood well resolved, 
Might easily have shook oiT all her snares ; 
But fonl efreminacy held me yoked 
Her bond-slave ! O indignity. O blot 
To honour and religion ! servile uilnd 
Rewarded well with servile punishment ! 
The base degree to which I am now fallen. 
These rags, this grinding, is not yet so base 
As was my former servitude, ignoble, 
Unmanly, Ignominious, infamous, 
True slavery; and that blindness worse than 

this. 
That saw not how degenerately I served. 
Man. I cannot praise thy marriage choices, 

son. 
Bather approved them not; but thou didst 

plead 
Divine Impulsion prompting how thou mightst 
Find some occasion to Infest our foes. 
I state not that ; this I am sure our foes 
Found soon occasion thereby to make thee 
Their captive, and their triumph; tliou the 

sooner 
Temptation found'st, or over-potent charms. 
To violate the sacred traat of silence 
l>eposlted within thoe; which to have kept 



Tacit was In thy power: true; and thou 

bear'st 
Enough, and more, the burden of that fault ; 
Bitterly hast thou paid, and still art paying. 
That rigid score. A worse thing yet remains : 
lliis day the Philistines a popular feast 
Here celebrate in Gaza, and proclaim 
Great pomp, and sacrifice, and praises loud. 
To Dagon, as their god, who hath deliver'd 
Tliee Samson, bound and blind, into their 

hands : 
Them out of thine, who slew'st them many and 

slain. 
So Dagon shall be magnified, and God, 
Besides whom Is no God, compared with Idols, 
Disglorlfied, blasphemed, and had in scom 
By the idolatrous rout amidst their wine ; 
Which to have come to pass by means of thee. 
Samson, of all thy sufferings think the iiuavi- 

est. 
Of all reproach the most with shame that ever 
Could have befallen thee and thy fatlier's 
house. 
Sams. Father, I do acknowledge and confess 
That I this honour, 1 this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and advanced his praises high 
Among the heathen round : to God have 

brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and open the months 
Of Idollsts and athlests: have brought scandal 
To Israel, difildcncc of God, and doubt 
in feeble hearts, prepense enough before 
To waver, or fall off and join with idols; 
Which Is my chief afilictlon, shame and sorrow, 
llie anguish of my soul, that suffers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoughts to rest. 
This only hope relieves me, that the strife 
With me hath end : all the contest is now 
"Twl&t God and Dagon; Dajon hath pre- 
sumed, 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God, 
His deity comparing and preferring 
Before tne God of Abraham. He, be sure. 
Will not connive, or linger, thus provoked ; 
But will arise, and His great name assert : 
Dagon must stoop, and shall ere long receive 
Sdth a discomfit, as shall quite despoil liim 
Of all these boasted trophies won on me. 
And with confusion blank his woi*8liippers. 
Man, With cause this hope relieves thee, and 
these words 
T as a prophecy receive; for God, 
Nothing more' certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of His name 
Against all competition, nor will long 
Endure It doubtful whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagon. But for thee what shall be d<mc? 
'Hiou nmst not, in the meanwhile liore forgot. 
Lie In this miserable loathsome plight, 
Neglected. I already have made way 
To some Phlllstian lords, with whom to treat 
.Vbout thy ransom : well they may by this 
Have satisfied their utmost of revenge 
By pains and slaveries, worse than death in- 
flicted 
On thee, who now no more canst do them harm. 
Sams. Spare that proposal, father; spare tho 
trouble 
Of that solicitation ; let me here. 
As I deserve, pay on my punislnncnt, 
A nd expiate, if iiossiblo, my crime, 
Sliameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the secrets of a friend. 
How heinous had the fact been, how deserving 
Contempt and scorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendship, and avoided as a blab. 
'I'lie mark of fool set on his front ! But I 
(;od's counsel have not kept; His holy secret 
Presumptuously have publish'd, impiously. 
Weakly at least, and shamefully : a sin 
That Gentiles in their parables condenm 
To their abyss and horrid pains confined. 
Man, Bo peuVluwl^ audi lot tYi^ \«u\x. cv)\\\.tU.«\ 
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Ill 



Bat act not in thr own affliction, son : 
Kepent tlic sin: bat, if the panlstituent 
Tbon canst avoid, self-preservation bids; 
Or the execntion leave to high disposal, 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thyself : perhaps 
<}od -will relent, and quit thee all His debts ; 
Who ever more approves, and more accepts, 
(Best pleased with hamble and filial submis- 
sion,) 
Him -who, imploring mercy, sues for life. 
Than who, self-rigorous, chooses death us dne; 
Which argues over-Just, and self-displeased 
For self-offenco, more than for (.Sod ofTended. 
Keject not, then, what offer'd means; who 

linows 
But God hath set before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and His sacred house. 
Where thou mayst bring thy offerings to avert 
His further ire, with prayers and vows re- 

new'd? 
Sams. His pardon I implore : but as for life 
To wliat end should 1 seclc It? When in 

strengtii 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous 

thoughts 
Of birth from heaven foretold, and high exploits, 
Full of divine instinct, after some proof 
Of acts, indeed, heroic, far beyond 
The sons of Anali, famous now and blazed, 
Fearless of danger, like a petty god 
I walk'd about, admired of all, and dreaded 
On hostile ground, none daring my affront : 
Then, swollen with pride, into the snare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, 
Sof tcn'd with pleasure and voluptuous life. 
At length to lay my head, and hallow'd pledge 
Of all my strength in the lascivious lap 
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me. 
Like a tame wether, all mv precious fleece. 
Then turned me out ridiculous, despoii'd. 
Shaven, and disarmed among mine enemiei^. 

Cho. Desire of wine, and ail delicious drinks, 
Which many a famous warrior overturns, 
Thou couldst repress ; nor did the dancing ruby, 
Sparkling out-pour*d, the flavour or the smell. 
Or taste that cheers the heart of gods and men. 
Allure thee from the cool crystalline stream. 
Sanu. Wherever fountain or fresh current 

flow'd 
Against the eastern ray, translucent, pure 
With touch ethereal of heaven's flery rod, 
I drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 
Thirst and refreshed; nor envied them the 

grape 
Whose iicads that turbulent liquor fills witli 

fumes. 
CTio. O madness, to think use of strongest 

wines 
And strongest drinks, our chief sypport of 

health. 
When Ood, with these forbidden, made choice to 

rear 
His mighty champion, strong above compare. 
Whose drink was only from the liquid brook ? 
Sanis. But what availed this temperance, not 

complete 
Against another object more enticing? 
what boots it at one gate to make defence. 
And at another to let in the foe. 
Effeminately vanquish'd? by which means, 
Now blind, disheartened, snamed, disliononr'd, 

queird. 
To what can 1 be useful, wherein serve 
My nation, and the work from Heaven imposed. 
But to sit idle on the honsehold hearth, 
A burdenous drone ; to visitants a gaze, 
Or pitied object, these redundant locks, 
Kobustious to no purpose, clustering down. 
Vain monnment of strength ; till length of years 
And sedentary nnmbness craze ray limbs 
To a contemptible old age obscure ? 



Here rather let me drudge, and earn my bread. 
Till vermin, or the draff of servile food. 
Consume me, and oft-invocated death 
Hasten the welcome end of all my pains. 
JIan. Wilt thou then serve the Phillstkics 

with that gift 
Which was expressly given thee to annoy 

them? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, unemploy'd, wltli age outworn. 
But God, who caused a fountain, at thy prayer. 
From the dry ground to spring, thy thirst to 

allay 
After the brunt of battle, can as easy 
Cause light again within tliy eyes to spring. 
Wherewith to serve Him better than thou hast: 
And 1 persuade me so; why else this strength 
Miraculous yet remaining in those locks? 
His might continues in tliee not for nought, 
Nor shall His wondrous gifts l>e frustrate thus. 
Sams. All otherwise to me my thoughts por- 
tend. 
That these dark orbs no more shall treat with 

light. 
Nor the other light of life continue long. 
But yield to double darkness nigh at hand: 
So much I feel my genial spirits droop. 
My hopes all flat, nature within me seems 
In ail her functions weary of herself ; 
My race of glory run, and race of shame. 
And I shall shortly be with them tiiut rest. 
Man. Believe not these suggestions which 

proceed 
From anguish of the mind and humours black. 
That mingle with thy fancy. 1, however. 
Must not omit a father's timely cure 
To prosecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ransom, or how else ; meanwhile be calm. 
And healing words from these thy friends admit. 

[Exit. 
Sams. O that torment should not bo confined 
To the body's wounds and sores. 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breast, and reins ; 
But must secret passage find 
To the inmost mind. 
There exercise all his fierce accidents. 
And on her purest spirits prey. 
As on entrails. Joints, and limbs. 
With answerable p^iins, but more intense, 
Tliough void of corporal sense. 
My griefs not only pain me. 
As a lingering disease. 
But, finding no redress, ferment nnd rage ; 
Nor less than wounds immedicnbie 
Kankle, and fester, and gangrene. 
To black mortification, 
'iliouglits, my tormentors, arm'd with deadly 

stings. 
Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts. 
Exasperate, exulcerate,and raise 
Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can assuage. 
Nor breath of venial air from snowy Alp. 
Sleep hath forsook and given me o'er 
To death's t>enumbing opium as my only cure : 
Thence faintlngs, swoonings of despair. 
And sense of Heaven's desertion. 

1 was his nursling once, and choice delight. 
His destined from tne womb. 
Promised by heavenly message twice desccnd- 

inf. 
Under His special eye 

Abstemious I grew up, and thrived amain ; 
He led me on to mightiest deeds. 
Above the nerve of mortal arm. 
Against the nnclrcumcised, our enemies : 
But now hath cast me off as never known. 
And to those cruel enemies. 
Whom I, by His ap!)oiuttnftwt>Vs»A.^^xwv^>^, 



\ 



Thhone priTer ^et remajnB. mlBbt I be liuid, 



And to the beu-Jni; neU III alJ caltiinliles, ' 
AU Oumxt mcldeiii tu dud'i InU Ulr, 
GomolAtoiieii writ 

LeU^toTiirMf and aniloni Uiought : 

But wKhiG* Dfflloiul. In M» ptuifs. tlieJr uuiid 

Uttla prdnlh or nilhcT loems » luiie 

VBleiibelMlwiDiln 

And Inlnting splrlii uphoLiL ' 

Thai Tbou, towards him, wlILi bauds so mrloni. 

The mDiallc ordan. and uueilar erouorei nuta, 

ImtlOBal and bmta I 

M«r do I una of mei tba oomiiwn rant, 

TbM, muidHbw hwaa aboit. 

GroT np and pazlatai aa tha anminar fir. 

Bnt aoak aa Ttun liaal •olauiali' elected. 
With gHta lUd grau> endnendr adura'd, 
To aoma iruE wort, Thv glory, 
AndpeopHiBBterT, which In pAri ihcv effect i 
lat toward tbw, thus disnUed, Thoa olt, 
AmldniMlr height dI noun. 
dUNKeat Tli> coiinteauice, and Thj hand, wltta 
or hfxbait UTODTB past 

ifv «i1t doat dofrade ihem, or remit 
To UM obaennd. vFtalch were n imr dismission. 
IlDtUirow'nUiaiD lower than Thuu dlOii eult 

th<mliigli: 
Fiuaemly fjilAln human eje. 



UII.TON'8 J-UliUH. 



landfowSol jirey. prelse capUved! 



'I'd doRs and fowls el pre J, or else cai_.__. 
Or to the uujDst tribunals, under cluiuife o( 

And cuEidamnatlon of the nngr 
II Iheae tbay 'acape, perbapslT 



Tlwufk not dlMudlut*, jet csoielcH i 
The pnnMuMnt oi nisaolote dayi : la ( 
Jnit or unjnat. alike seam mlserauls, 



r flguUi sho makej dddresa to apcal-,. 



t sLickcu'd, ihuufh u 



Tlieii, lu renenlaut. In luhmlt. be<ereh. 
■Ana recoaciluacDl iwedwlin Mgn'd remorse. 

Her huahauj, how Inr nrKCil hla patlcnco 
Tlio penitent, bat eter lu (urglre. 



SAMSON AGONISTES. 



US 



Hore strength from me than in thyself was 

found 
And what if love, which thon interpret'st liate. 
The Jealousy of love, powerful of sway 
In human hearts, nor less in mine towards thee. 
Caused what I did ? 1 saw thee mutable 
Of fancy, fear'd lest one day thou wooldst leave 

me 
As her at Tlnma, sought by all means, there- 
fore. 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmest ; 
No better way I saw than by importuning 
To Iciirn thy Necrcts, j^et Into my power 
The key of strength and safety. Tliou wUt say, 
Why, then, reveal'd ? I was assured by those 
Who temnted me, that nothing was deslgii'd 
Against tnee bat safe custodv, and hold : 
That made for me ; I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises, 
While I at home sat, full of cares and fears. 
Walling thy absence In my widow'd l>ed : 
Here I should still enjoy thee, day and night. 
Mine and love's prisoner, not the Philistines' 
Whole to mvself, nnhazarded k broad. 
Fearless at home of partners in my love. 
These reasons in love's law have passed for 

good 
Though fond and reasonless to some, perhaps : 
And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought mach 

woe. 
Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain'd. 
Be not unlike all otners, not austere 
As thou nrt strong, inflexible as steel. 
If thou in strength all mortals dost exceed. 
In uncompasslonate anger do not so. 

Sam*. How cunningly the sorceress displays 
Her own transgressi ns, to upbraid me mine ! 
That malice, not repentance, brought thee 

hither. 
By this appears : I gave, thon say'st, the ox- 
ample, 
I led the way ; bitter reproach, but tme ; 
I to myself was false, ere thon to me : 
Such pardon, therefore, as I give my folly. 
Take to thy wicked deed; which when thou 

seest 
Impartial, self-flovere, inexorable. 
Thou wilt renounce thy seeking, and mnch 

rather 
Confess it feign'd. Weakness is thy excnse 
And I believe it : weakness to resist 
Philistian sold : if weakness may excuse. 
What murderer, what traitor, parricide. 
Incestuous, sacrilegions. but may plead it? 
All wickedness is weakness: that p.ea, there- 
fore. 
With God or man, will gain thee no remission. 
But love constrain'd thee : call it furious rage 
To satisfv thy lust : love seeks to have love ; 
3Iy love how couldst thou hope, who took'st the 

way 
To raise in me inexpiable hate. 
Knowing, as needs I must, by thee betr -y'd ? 
In vain thou strivest to cover shame with 

shame. 
Or by evasions thy crime uncover'st more. 
Dal. Since thou determinest weakness for no 
plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemn- 
ing. 
Hear what assaults 1 had, what snares besides, 
What sieges ; irt me round, ere I consented : 
Which might have awed the best-resolved of 

men. 
The const ntest, to have yielded without blame. 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'st. 
That wrought with me : thou know'st the ma- 
gistrates 
And princes of my country came in person, 
Solicited, commanded, threaten'd, urged. 
Adjured, by all the bonds of civil duty 
And of religion, press'd how jnst it was, 
How honourable, how glorious, to entrap 



A common enemy, who had destroy'd 
Such numbers of our nation : and the priest 
Was not behind, but. ever at my ear. 
Preaching how meritorious with the gods 
It would t)e to ensnare an irreligious 
Dishonourer of Dagon : what luid I 
To oppose against such powerful arguments? 
Only my love of thee held long debate, 
AndcomlNited in silence all these reasons 
With hard contest; at length, that grounded 

maxim. 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 
Of wisest men, that to the public good. 
Private respects must yield, with grave au- 
thority 
Took full possession of me, and prevailed ; 
Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty, so enjoining. 
Sams. I thought where ail thy circling wiles 
would end : 
In feign'd religion, smooth hypocrisy: 
But had thy love, still odiously pretended. 
Been, as it ought, sincere. It would have taught 

thee 
Far other reasonings, brought forth other 

deeds. 
I, before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation, chose thee from among 
My enemies, loved thee, as too well thou 

knew'st ! 
Too well unbosom'd all my secrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, but overpower'd 
By thy request, who could deny thee nothing ; 
Yet now am Judged an enemy. Why, then. 
Didst thou at first receive me for thy husband. 
Then, as since then, thy country's foe pro- 

fess'd? 
Being once a wife^for me thon wast to leave 
Parents and count^: nor was I their subject, 
Nor under their protection, but my own ; 
Thou mine, not theirs. If aught against my 

life 
Thy country sought of thee, it sought unjustly, 
Against the law of nature, law of nations ; 
No more thy country, but an impious crew 
Of men conspiring to uphold their state 
By worse than hostile deeds, violating the 

ends 
For which our country is a name so dear; 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But zeal moved 

thee; 
To please thy gods thou didst it ; gods, unable 
To acquit themselves and prosecute their foes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 
or their own own deity, gods cannot be : 
Less therefore to be pleasisd, ol)ey*d, or fear'd. 
These false pretexts, and varnish'd colours, 

falUng, 
Bare l»thy gnilt, how foul must thou appear! 

Dal. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worse, whatever be her cause. 
Sanu. For want of words no donbt, or lack of 
breath ; 
Witness when I was worried with thy peals. 
DaL I was a fool, too rash, and quite mis- 
taken 
In what I thought would have succeeded best. 
Let me obtain forgiveness of thee, Samson; 
Afford me place to shew what recompense 
Towards thee 1 iut^id for what I have mis- 
done. 
Misguided ; only what remains past cure 
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist 
To afflict thyself in vain : though sight be lost. 
Life yet hatn many solaces enjoy 'd 
Where other senses want not their delights. 
At home, in leisure and domestic ease. 
Exempt from many a care and chance, to 

which 
Eye-sight exposies, daily, men abroad. 
I to the lords will intercede, not doulning 
Their favourable ear. that I may fetch thee 
From forth thte UMJUbaniObfe veNaiBSCkP«isss»»fc^ n^ 
\ «iX»VQA 
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To wring from me. and tell them to, my secret, 

That solved the riddle which I had proposed. 

When I perceived all set on enmity. 

As on my enemies, wherever chanced, 

I used hostility, and took their spoil. 

To pay my undermlners in their coin. 

My nation was subjected to yonr lords ! 

It was the force of conquest; force with force 

Is well ejected when the conquer'd can. 

But I, a private person, whom my country 

As a league-breaker gave up bound, presumed 

Single rebellion, and did hostile acts. 

I was no private, but a person raised 

With strength sufficient, and command from 

Heaven 
To free my country ; If their servile minds 
Me, their deliverer sent, world not receive. 
But to their masters gave me up for naught. 
The unworthler they ; whence to this day they 

serve. 
I was to do my part, from Heaven asaign'd, 
And had perform'd it, if my known offence 
Had not disabled me, not all your force : 
These shifts refuted, answer thy appellant. 
Though by his blindness maim'd for high at- 
tempts. 
Who now defies thee thrice to single fight, 
As a petty enterprise of small enforce. 
Har. With thee, a man condemn'd, a slave 
enroll d 
Due by the law to capital punishment ? 
To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 
Sams. Camest thou for this, vain boaster, to 
survey me. 
To descant on my strength, and give thy ver- 
dict? 
Come nearer.: part not hence so slight in- 

forra'd ; 
But take good heed my hand survey not thee. 

Har. O Baal-zcbub 5 can my ears unused 
Hear these dishonours, and not render death ? 
JSams. No man withholds thee ; nothing from 
thy hand 
Fear I Incurable; bring up thy van. 
My heels are fetter'd, but my fist is free. 
Bar. This insolence other kind of answer 

fits. 
Sams. Go, baffled coward, lest I run upon 
thee, 
Though in these chains, bulk without spirit 

vast. 
And with one buffet lay thy structure low. 
Or swing thee in the air, then dash thee down. 
To the hazard of thy brains and shatter'd 
sides. 
Har. By Astaroth, ere long thou shall la- 
ment 
These braveries, in irons loaded on thee. 

[Exit. 
Clio. His giautship Is gone somewhat crest- 
fallen. 
Stalking with less unconscionable strides. 
And lower looks, but in a sultry chafe. 
Samx. I dread him not, nor all his giant 
brood. 
Though fame divulge him father of five sons. 
All of gigantic size, Goliath chief. 

Cho. He will directly to the lords. I fear, 
And with malicious counsel stir them up 
Some wav or other vet further to afflict thee. 
Sams, lie must allege some cause, and offcr'd 
flight 
Will not dare mention, lest a question rise 
Whether he durst accept the offer or not ; 
And. that he durst not, plain enough appear'd 
Much more aflJiction than already felt 
They cannot well impose, nor I sustain, 
If they Intend advantage of my labours. 
The work of many hands, which earns my keep- 
ing 
With no small profit daily to my owners. 
liut come what will, my deadliest foe will prove 
Mj' speediest friend, bj death to rid me hence; 



Tlie worst that he can give, to me the best, 
Yet so It may fall out, beuanse their end 
Is hate, not help to me. it nuiy with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the de«d. 

Cho. O, how comely it Is. and how reviving 
To the spirits ot just men long oi>pres8'd. 
When God into the hands of tiieir deliverer 
Puts invincible miglit. 

To quell the mighty of the earth, the oppressor^ 
Tlie brute and boisterous force of violent men, 
Hardy and industrious to support 
Tyrannic power, but raging to pursue 
Uive righteous, and all such as honour truth 
He all their ammunition 
And feats of war defeats. 
With plain heroic maviiitude of mind 
And celestial vigour ariu'd : 
Their armouries and magazines contemns, 
Renders them useless ; while. 
With winged expedition. 
Swift as the lightning glance. He executes 
His errand on the wicked, who, surprised. 
Lose their deteiice, distracted and amuzed. 

But patience is more oft the exercise 
Of saints, the trial of their fortitude. 
Malting them each his own deliverer. 
And victor over all 
That tyranny or fortune can hifiict. 
Either of these is in thy lot, 
Samson, with might endued 
Above the sons of men : but sight bereaved 
May chance to number thee with those 
Who patience finally must crown. 

This idol's day hath been to thee no day of 
rest. 
Labouring thy mind 
More than the working day thy hands. 
And yet, perhaps, more trouble is behind, 
For I descry this way 
Some other tending; in his hand 
A sceptre or quaint stuff he bears, 
Comes on amain, speed in his look. 
By his habit I discern him now 
A public officer, and now at hand : 
His message will be siiort and voluble. 

Enter OFFICER. 

Off. Hebrews, the prisoner Samson here I 

seek. 
Cho. His manacles remark lilm, there he sits. 
Off'. Samson, to tliee our lords thus bid me- 
say: 
This day to Dagon is a solemn feast. 
With sacrifices, triumph, pomp, and games ; 
Tliy strength they know surpassing human 

rate. 
And now some public proof thereof require 
To honour this great feast, and great assembly z 
Rise, therefore, with all speed, and come along. 
Where I will see thee hearten'd, and fresh clad, 
To appear as fits before the illnstrlons lords. 
Sam4. Thou know'st I am a Hebrew, therefore 
tell them 
Onr law forbids at their rellfrious rites 
My presence ; for that cause I cannot come. 
Off. This answer, be assured, will not content 

them. 
Sams. Have they not sword-players, and 
every sort 
Of gymnic artists, wrestlers, riders, runners. 
Jugglers, and dancers, antics, mummers, 

mimics, 
But they must pick me out, with shackles tired. 
And over-labour'd at their public mill. 
To make them sport wi'h blind activity? 
Do they not seek occasion for new quarrels 
On my refusal, to distress me more. 
Or make a game of my cnlamities? 
Return the way thou camest, I will not come. 
Off Regard thyself; this will offend them 

highly. 
Sams. Myself? my conscience, and internal 
peace. 
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» loe )^n with friends; and bow tbealifht 
readod once, may now ejiaRperar# rhem. 

1 xeai. If ■DBtai relioicKi sepin coDcem'di 
EU1lHK0|d«.Dn tbtir holjr day!. 



Flilllitlnei. 
Sum. Kot Id Uieir Idol-wonlilp. but by U 
llonot anil lawfnL lo doerre n>y food 

Sonu- When oatwkrd forcfl coutnlna. Hi 

Itut w4io conKiratuB me to the temple of Dairoiu 
Sot dniMlngf ThePbllliUnnlordaconinuind: 

8el Qod bcUnd: wblcb^ lo Hla )ea1ou«y.' 






Which Ii> no lew of Ihem nonld prove pernl- 



lecfBcadaiisIn tbeenowHl need! 
J*or nerer WM from Heaven Imparted 



EiiUr HASOXH. , 






u.\ »\A^'«'^'«'wi^wcaM!^^ 



Or at soii'io proof of Blreiiglli beforo [licm 

Jfan. ma ransom, II mr trbole Inhcritiincii 
May compau It, shall willingly lis pnUl 



Ctio Of ffoud vr bHd ao great, of Inid tl 



hy iiue tbrongli e.rc-siglir iosi 
■■™i?lolisirT"'-''-"'''-"-" 



rlc oilier Ihaii thy iiue tbrongh erc-slghr ioi 



Th; liovo at not m lOiuiiled, nor sei 
dellrery, and iliy Joy Ihereon 

. I know your frlJndly tu^d% aud- 
ihBliiolmf 
of iieaTou! wiiat lildeoos aoiK w 

It liod. nnlllit the former almnt. 
Of ruin, liHlBsd, luotUougbt I heard II 






■(lilmrdlbf m 

— ■ ^w ba dealing dMs •uwiik ms ■'<», 

And orar beapi aTglaubler'd wnlk hl> vst ? 

"aowSii '"*" * '" pniumirtuoM lo b 

*dhi'°' luuh wRmght thinct as Inon 

!to4 ffi'^riknii^buVdSSriS'tuiut h 



I/at. Oh, Hlilllier tlinll 1 run, or nblch nay 

' "Idlei.' ""* "' ' '™™ *"" 

tty coBiilrj™n, wliain Iwro I knew remulnlne, 






llatb paid bla tnusom now, aiid full dlKtinrM 
WliBtwIndy jBT llili ilaj- bad I conceiyed, 
llapafiU olbli dcllrei^nlikl) now iirnyct 
AbvrtlTB as the flmi-bora bloom of apiiiie. 
^Ipt wllh the laffifbie: rear of winter B front ! 

Uow'^d^o? duitbtome^tcroira'ar'ili'unH 
All br him fell, llion wj'it ; by wbom fell ho 
What glorloni hnnd guyc Samwa hli Ucn< 



%aa. 0.'laMl3m"r4m)nfr™lnj'^r>o'lt! 



Mat. OccDiloul drew ma eariylottali city: 



RAM80S IC0MSTE8. 



.•rsu 



KM to ba abHnt ot thll ipacucle. 
lit Toud. on two nwln nIlUn TBntlfd 



VltbMUivbtniU 



Ou binki and KiiruldrDndcr aky inlglil tUDd ; 

Wbto lo tbctr iporti the; torni). ImmodlnKlj 
InllHlriUMUTeTfCliHl: balam him plnGi 

Ardwri, rnnd iUbiwi, eatuliruti and ijican. 
At ilitat ol hliB tJH pHHilewilh ■ ilxnil 
mud Uh afr. Bhunonrbii'lhelr jmd with pnils'', 
Vha hud load* iMIr dicadlnl encmj tuuli 
He, patient, but nnilanncad, ttxn thpy If d htm 

Whlph wHhoul hftp o( era mlKlit br asMTd, 
To Iwavc null, draw, ui btaak. lie >im per 

All «41ta Incredible, ttnpendoin (ore* : 

At lNlcliC% lBtenitiili«-a uke. llMy led him, 

Oatweco ika pman : be la lalda reqaotcd 

A< tiTe--tl[ed, to let bhn lean avrhlle. ' 






Anduindllieni ginrlihiDDd ileaire, 



ritb Inward erea mDmliiuteil 






ADd, thtmili hG 



enlly lintli dnl-li 
■oniorCaphtoi 






With all bli irgphlM bung, nnd nci> onruU'd 
In cnplom legond, or iweet Ijrle Mne. 
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And from his memory inflame tlieir breasts 
To matchless valoar. and adventures high: 
The virgins also shall, on feastf ul days, 
Visit his tomb with flowers, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 
From whence captivity and loss of eyes. 

Cho. All is best, though we oft doubt 
What the unsearchable dispose 
Of Highest Wisdom brings about, 
And ever best found in the close. 



Oft he seems to hide His face. 

But unexpectly returns, 

And to His faithful champion hath in place 

Bore witness gloriously ; whence Gaza mourns, 

And all that band them to resist 

His uncontrollable intent ; 

His servants He, with new acqnist 

Of true experience from this great event. 

With peace and consolation hath dismissed, 

And calm of mind, all passion spent. 



ODES. 



ON THE UOSSINO OF CHRIST'S NATIVITT. 

TBis is the month, and this the happy morn, 
Wherein the 8on of Heaven's Eternal King, 
Of wedded maid and virgin mother boni. 
Oar great redemption from above did bring; 
For so the lioly sages once did sing. 

That He oar deadiy forfeit should release. 
And with His Father work asa perpctaal peace. 

That glorions form, that light ansufferable, 
And that far-beaming blaze of majesty. 
Wherewith He wont at Heaven's high coancil- 

table 
To sit the midst of Trlnal Unity, 
He laid aside, and here with as to be, 

Forsoult the coarts of everlasting day. 
And chose with as a darksome hoase of aiortal 

clay. 

Say, heavenly Mase, shall not thy sacred vein 

Afford a present to the Infant-Uod ? 

Hast thoa no verse, no hymn, or solemn strain. 

To welcome Him to this HIm new abode, 

Kow while the heaven, by the san's team antrod. 

Hath took no print of tlie approaching light. 
And all the spangled host keep watch in squad- 
rons bright 'i 

Hee, how from far, npon the eastern road. 
The star-led wizards haste with odours sweet : 
O! run, prevent them with thy humble ode. 
And lay it lowly at His blessed feet: 
Have thou the nononr first thy Lord to greet. 

And join thy voice unto the angel-qaire. 
From oat His secret altar toach'd with hallowM 
fire. 

The Hymn. 

It was the winter wild. 
While the heaven-bom Child 

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies; 
Nature, in awe to Him, 
Had dofTd her gandy trim. 

With her great Master so to sympathise : 
It was no season then for her 
To wanton with the sun, her lusty paramour. 

Only with speeches fair 
8he woos the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent snow: 
And on her naked shame. 
Pollute with sinful blame. 

The saintly veil of maiden white to throw ; 
Coufounded, that her Maker's eyes 
Should look so near upon her foul deformities. 

But He, her fears to cease. 
Sent down the meek-eyed Peace : 
She, crown'd with olive green, came softly 
sliding 
Down through the turning sphere, 
His ready harbinger. 
With turtle wing the amorous clouds divid- 
ing: 
And, waving wide her myrtle wand. 
She strikes a nniversal pc ce thruugh sea and 
land. 



No war, or battle's sound. 
Was heard the world uruand : 

The idle spear and sliield were high ap hung; 
Tlie hooked chariot stood 
Unstaiu'd with hostile blood : 

Hie trumpet spake not to the armed throng; 
And kings sat still with awful eye. 
As if they surely knew their sov reign Lord was 
by. 

But peaceful was the night. 
Wheruin the Prhice of Light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began ; 
The winds, with wonder whist. 
Smoothly the waters kiss'd, 

Whispering new Joys to t he mild ocean, 
Who now hath quite forgot to rave. 
While birds of calm sit brooding ou the charmed 
wave. 

The stars, with deep amaze. 
Stand flx'd in steadfast gaze. 

Bending one wny their precious influence ; 
And will not take their flight, 
for all the morning light. 

Or Lucifer that often warn'd them thence ; 
But in their glimmering orbs did t^Utw, 
Until the Lord himseif be^ipake, and bid tliem 
go. 

And though the shady gloom 
Had given day her room. 

The sun himself withheld his wonted speed, 
And hid his liead for shame. 
As his inferior flame 

The new-enlighteu'd world no more should 
need: 
He saw a greater Snn appear 
Than his oright throne, or bumiug axletrce, 
could bear. 

The shepherds on the lawn, 
Or e'er the point of dawn. 

Sat simply chatting in a rustic row : 
Full little thought tiiey then. 
That the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come to live with them below : 
Perhaps their loves, or else tlieir slieep. 
Was all that did their silly thoughts so busy 
keep. 

When such music sweet 
Their hearts and ears did greet. 

As never was by mortal finger strook ; 
Divinely-warbled voice 
Answering the stringed noise. 

As all tlieir souls in blissful rapture took : 
The air, such pleasure loth to lose. 
With thousand echoes still prolongs each hea- 
venly close. 

Nature, that heard such sound, 
Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's seat, the airy region thrilling. 
Now was almost won 
To think her part was done. 

And that her reign had here its last fulfilling; 
She knew such harmony a one 
Could hold all heaven aud e&Tt.\x to. \n»j5^\jsx 
viuVv>u. 
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At last siirronnds their sight 

A irlobo of circular light, 
lliat with long beams the sUatnefaccd night 
array'd : 

The liclmed chernbim. 

And sworded serapliini, 
Are seen in glittering ranks with wings dis- 
play 'd, 

Harping, in lond and solemn qnirc, 

With nnexpressive notes, to Henveos ucw-born 
Heir. 

Such mnsic (as 'tis said) 
Before was never made, 

Bat wlien of old the sons of morning sung. 
While the Creator great 
His constellations set. 

And the weli-balanced world on hinges hung; 
And cast the daric foundations deep. 
And bid tlie weltering waves their oozy channel 
keep. 

King out, ye crystal spheres. 
Once bless our human ears. 

If ye liave power to touch our senses so ; 
And let your silver chime 
Move in melodioas time ; 

And let the bass of heaven's deep organ blow ; 
And, with yonr ninefold harmony. 
Make up full concert to the angelic symphony. 

For, if such holy song 
Enwrap our fancy long, 

Time will run back and fetch the age of gold ; 
And speckled vanity 
Will sicken soon and die, 

And leprous sin will melt from earthly mculd ; 
And hell itself will pass away. 
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peering 
day. 

Tea, truth and Justice then 
Win down return to men, 
Orb'd in a rainbow ; and, like glories wearing, 
.Mercy will sit between. 
Throned in celestial sheen, 
With radiant feet the tissued clouds down 
steering : 
IVnd heaven, as at some festival. 
Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall. 

But wisest Fate says.Xo, 
This must not yet be so ; 

The Babe yet lies in smiling infancy, 
That on the bitter cross 
Must redeem our loss ; 

80 both Himself and us to glorify : 
Yet first, to those ychaln'd in sleep, 
The wakeful trump of doom must thunder 
through the deep ; 

With such a horrid clang 
As on Mount Sinai rang, 

While the red fire and smouldering clouds out- 
bruke : 
The aged earth, agliast 
With terror of that blast, 

Hhali from the surface to the centre shake ; 
When, at the world's last session, 
The dreadful Judge in middle air shall spread 
His throne. 

And then at last our bliss 
Full and perfect is. 

But now begins ; for, from this happy day, 
The old Dragon, under ground 
In straiter limits bound, 

Not half so far casts his usurped sway ; 
And, wroth to see his kingdom fail, 
Swinges the scaly horror of his folded tail 

The oracles are dumb. 
No voice or hideous hum 
Buns through the arched roof in words de- 
ceiving. 
Apollo fivm his ahviao 



Cnn no more divine. 
With hollow shriek the steep of Delphos !wav- 

ing. 
No nightly trance, or breathed spell. 
Inspires the pale-eyed priest from the prophetic 

cell. 

The lonely mountains o*er. 
And the resounding shore, 

A voice of fvceping heard and loud lament ; 
P'rom haunted spring and dale, 
Kdged with poplar pale. 

The parting genius is with sighing sent ; 
With nower-lnwoven tresses torn, 
'J he. nymphs in twilight shade of tangled 
thickets mourn. 

In consecrated earth. 
An on the holy hearth. 

The Lars and Lemnres moan with midnight 
plaint ; 
In urns, and altars round, 
A drear and dying sound 

AlTrights the Flamens at their service quaint ; 
And the chill marble seems to sweat. 
While each peculiar power foregoes his wonted 
seat. 

Poor and Ba'dlim 
Forsake their temples dim. 

With that twice-batter'd god of Palestine ; 
And mooned Ashtaroth. 
Heaven's queen and mother both, 

Now sits not girt with tapers' holy shine ; 
Tlie Lybic Hamnfon shrinks his hoi*n. 
In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Tham- 
muz mourn. 

And sullen Moloch, fled, 
Hiith left in shadows dread 

His burning Idol all of blackest hue ; 
In vain, with cymbals' ring. 
They call the grisly king. 

In dismal dance about the furnace blue; 
The brutish gods of Nile as fa t, 
isls, and Orns, and the dog Anubis, haste. 

Nor is Osiris seen 
In Memphian grove or green, 
Trampling the nnshower'd grass with lowings 

loud : 
Nor can he be at rest 
Within his sacred chest : 
Nought but profoundest hell can be his 

shroud ; 
In vain, with timbrell'd anthems dark. 
The sable-stoled sorcerers bear hi;* worshipp'd 

ark. 

He feels from Jnda's land 
Tlin dreaded Infant's hand, 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his dusky cyn; 
Nor all the gods l>cside 
Longer dare ab do. 

Nor Typhon hu«c ending in snakv twine; 
Our Babe, to shew his Godhead true. 
Can in his swaddling bands control the dau:ned 
crew. 

So, when the sun in bed, 
Curtain'd with cloudy red, 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave. 
The flocking shadows pale 
Troop to the infernal jail. 

Each f etter'd ghost slips to his several grave ; 
And the yellow-skirted fays 
Fly after the night-steeds, leaving their moon<* 
loved maze. 

Hut see. the Virgin blest 
Hath laid her Babe to rest ; 
Time is, our tedious song should hero have 
ending : 
Heaven's youngest tcem'd star 
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Hath'd flx*d her pcUsh'd car. 
Her sleeping Lord, with handmaid lamp, at- 
tending : 
And all about the conrtlj stable 
Bright-hamess'd angels sit in order serviceable. 

n. 

THB PA8SI0K. 

Erewhils of mnsic, and ethereal mirth. 
Wherewith the stage of air and e rth did ring, 
And joyous news of heavenly Infant's birth, 
>Iy muse with angers did divide to sing; 
lint headlong joy is ever on the wing. 

In wintrv solstice, like the shorten'd Ufrht, 
Soon swallow'd up in dark and long outliving 
night. 

For now to sorrow mnst I tnne my song, 
And set my harp to notes of saddest woe. 
Which on our dearest Lord did seize ere long, 
Dangers and snares, and wrongs, and worse 

than so. 
Which He for as did freely undergo: 

Most perfect hero, tried in heaviest plight 
Of labours huge and hard, too hard fur human 

wight! 

He, sovereign priest, stooping His rogai head 
That dropt with odorous oil down His fair eycs,- 
Poor fleshly tabernacle entered. 
His starry front low-mofd beneath the skies : 
O, what a mask was there— what a disguise! 

Yet more: the stroke of death He must abide. 
Then lies IHm meekly down fast by His bruth 
ren's side. 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse ; 
To this horizon is my Phoebus bound : 
His godlike acts, and his temptations fierce. 
And former sufleriiigti, other-where are found ; 
lK>ud o'er the rest Cremona's trump doth 

sound ; 
Me softer airs befit, and softer strings 
Of lute, or viol still, more apt for mournful 

things. 

Befriend me, night, best patroness of grief; 
Over the pole thy thickest mantle throw, 
And work my flatter'ii fancy to belief. 
That heaven and earth are coloured with my 

woe; 
Mv sorrows are too dark for da v to know ; 
The leaves should all be black whereon I 

write. 
And letters, where my tears have washed, a 

wannlsh white. 

See, see the chariot, and those rushing wheels 
Tliat whirl'd the prophet up at Chebar fiood ; 
My spirit some transporting cherub feels. 
To bear me where the towers of Sulem stood. 
Once glorious towers, now sunk in guiltless 
blood; 
There doth my soul in holy vision sit. 
In pensive trance, and anguish, and ecstatic fit. 

Mine eye hath found that sad sepulchral rock 
That was the casket of Heaven's richest store. 
And here, though grief my feeble hands up- 

lock. 
Yet on the soften'd qoarry would I score 
My plaining verse as Uveiy as before ; 

For sure so well instructed are my tears. 
That they would fitly fall in order'd characters. 

Or should I thence, hurried on viewless wing, 
Take up a weeping on the mountains wild. 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and spring 
Would soon nnbosom all their echoes mild ; 
And I (for grief is easily beguiled) 

Might think the Infection of my sorrows loud 
Had got a race of moomers on some pregnant 
cloud. 



Ihu ntlotct the author finding to he obove tht pears 
he had tchen he wrote i/, and nothing tatvjied 
vUh what was begun, te/t it unfinished. 

III. 

UPOK THK CISCmCISIOK. 

Ye flaming powers, and winged warriors bright. 
That erst with music, and triumphant song. 
First heard by happy watchful shepherds' ear. 
So sweetly sunf your Joy the clouds along 
Through the soft silence of the llstenmg night ; 
Now mourn ; and, if sad share with us to bear 
Your fiery essence can distil no tear. 
Barn in your sighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep sorrow : 
He, who with all heaven's heraldry whilere 
Enter'd the world, now bleeds to give us ease. 
Alas! how soon our sin 
Sore doth begin 
His infancy to seize! 
O more exceeding love, or law more jnst? 
Just law, indeed, but more exceeding love! 
For we, by rightful doom remediless. 
Were lost in death, till He, that dwelt nbove. 
High-throned in secret bliss, for ns frail dust 
Emptied His glory, even to nakedness; 
And that great covenant, which we still trans- 
gress. 
Entirely satisfied. 
And tlie full wrath beside 
Of vengeful justice bore for our excess ; 
And seals obedience first, with wounding smart. 
This day ; but, O, ere long. 
Huge pangs and strong 

Will pierce more near His heart. 

IV. 

OK THE DEATH OF A FAIR IXFAKT DTIKG OF A 
COUGH. 

O FAIREST flower, no sooner blown but blasted. 
Soft silken primrose fading tiroelessly. 
Summer's chief honour, if thou hadst out lasted 
Bleak winter's force that made thy blossom 

For he, being amorous on that lovely dye 
That did thy cheek envermeil, thought to 

kiss. 
But kiird, alas! and then bewaU'd his fatal 

bliss. 

For since grim Aqnilo, his charioteer. 
By boisterous rape the Athenian damsel got. 
He thought it touch'd his deity full near, 
If likewise he some fair one wedded not. 
Thereby to wipe away the Infamous blot 
Of long uncoupled bed and childless eld. 
Which, 'monsst the wanton gods, a foul reproach 
was held. 

So, mounting up in icy-pearled car. 
Through middle empire of the freezing air 
He wander'd long, till thee he spied from far : 
There ended was his quest, there ceased his 

care: 
Dovm he descended from his snow-soft chair. 
But. all un'wares, with his cold, kind em- 
brace. 
Unhoused thy virgin soul from her fair hiding- 
place. 

Yet thon art not higlorions in thy fate , 
For so Apollo, with nnweetlng hand. 
Whilom did slay his deariy-loved mate. 
Young Hyacinth, bom on Eurotas' strand, 
Yoimg Hyacinth, the pride of Spartan land; 

But then transform'd him to a purple flower; 
Alack, that so to change thee Winter had no 
power! 

Yet can I not^rsnade me thon art dead. 

Or that thy corse cormpts m earths dA3dc. 
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Ide of her carnation train, 

1 np by some iinheedy swain, 

ily tbougtit to crop tne flower, 

tot up from vernal shower ; 

9 fair blossom hangs the head 

lys, as on a dying bed, 

ose pearls of dew she wears 

to be presaging tears, 

the sad mom had let fall 

hastening fnneral. 

le lady, may thy grave 

ind quiet ever have ; 

his thy travail sore, 

rest sei2e thee evermore. 

o give the world increase, 

Q*d hast thy own life's lease, 

lesides the sorrowing 

ly noble house doth bring, 

e tears of perfect moan 

or thee in Helicon ; 

me flowers, and some bays, 

r hearse, to strew the ways, 

lee from the banks of Came, 

»d to thy virtuous name ; 

thoa, briffht saint, high sitt'st In glory, 

er, much like to thee In story, 

ir Syrian shepherdess 



Who, after vears of barrenness. 
The highly favoured Joseph bore 
To him that served for her before. 
And, at her next birth, much like thee, 
Through pangs fled to felicity. 
Far within the l>osom bright 
Of blazins Majesty and Light: 
There with thee, new welcome saint. 
Like fortunes may her soul acquaint 
With thee there clad in radiant sheen. 
No marchioness, but now a queen. 

vin. 

OK MAT XOSNIKa 

Now the bright morning star, day's harbinger. 
Comes dancing from the east, and leads with 

her 
The flowery May, who, from her green lap, 

throws 
The yellow cowslip, and the pale primrose. 

Hail, bounteous May, that dost inspire 

Mirth, and youth, and warm desire ; 

Woods and groves are of thy dressing. 

Hill and dale doth boast thy blessing. 
Thus we salute thee with our early song. 

And welcome thee, and wish thee long. 



ARCADES. 



PART OF A MASK, OR ENTERTAINMENT, 



PRESENTED TO THE 



COUNTESS DOWAGER OP DERBY, AT HAREPIELD, 



BY SOME XOBLE PERSONS OF HER FAMILY. 



The Characters appear on the Scene in pastoral 
habits moving towards the seat of state, with this 
song: 

I. SONG. 

Look, nymphs, and shepherds, look, 
What sudden blaze of majesty 
Is that which we from hence descry, 
Too divine to be mistook? 

This, this is she 
To whom our vows and wishes bend : 
Here our solemn search huth end. 

Fame, that, her high worth to raise, 
8eem*d erst so lavUh and profuse, 
We may Justly now accuse 
Of detraction from her praise. 

Less than half we Una expressed ; 

Envy bid conceal the rest. 

Mark, what radiant state she spreads. 
In circle round her shininff throne, 
Shooting her beams like silver threads; 
This, this is she alone. 

Sitting, like a goddess bright, 

In the centre of her light. 

Might she the wise Latona be, 
Or the tower'd Cvbele, 
Mother of a hundred gods ? 
Jnno dares not give her odds ; 

Who had thought this clime had held 

A deity so uuparallel'd ? 

Ac they come forward^ the Oenius qf the wood ap- 
pears, and, turning towards them, speaks: 



Stay, gentle swains, for, though In this 
ilse, 

honour sparkle through your 



Gen, 

disguise*^ 
I see bright 

eyes; 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung 
Of that renowned flood, so often sung. 
Divine Alphens, who, by secret sluice, 
Stole under seas to meet his Arethuse ; 
And ye. the breathing roses of the wood. 
Fair stlver-bnskin'd nymphs, as great 

good;; 
I know this quest of yours, and free Intent, 
Was all in honour and devotion meant 



and 



To the great mistress of yon princely shrine,. 
Whom with low reverence I adore as mine 
And, with all helpful service, will comply 
To further this night's glad solemnity; 
And lead ye where ye may more near behold 
What shallow-searching Fame hath left un- 
told; 
Which I full oft, amidst these shades alone, 
Have sat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 
For know, by lot from Jove, I am the power 
Of tills fair wood, and live in oaken bower. 
To nurse the saplings tall, and curl the grove 
With ringlets quaint, and wanton winding? 

wove. 
And all my plants I save from nightly 111 
Of noisome winds, and blasting vapours clilll : 
And from the bows brush off the evil dew, 
And heal the ; harms of thwarting thunder 

blue. 
Or what the cross dire-looking planet smites. 
Or hurtful worm with canker d venom bites. 
When evening gray doth rise, I fetch my ronti<l 
Over the mount, and all this haliow'd ground; 
And early, ere the odorous breach of mum 
Awakes the slumbering leaves, or tassell'd 

horn 
Shakes tne high thicket, haste I all about. 
Number my ranks, and visit every sprout 
With puissant words, and murmurs made to 

bless: 
But else, in deep of night, when drowsiness 
Hath lock'd up mortal sense, then listen I 
To the celestial Syrens* harmony ; 
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres. 
And sing to those that hold the vital shears. 
And turn the adamantine spindle round. 
On which the fate of gods and men is wound. 
Such sweet compulsion doth in music lie. 
To lull the daughters of necessity. 
And keep unsteady Nature tu her law. 
And the low worm in measured motion dm\v 
After the heavenly tune, which none can luair . 
Of human mould, with gross unpurged tuir : 
And yet such music worthiest were to Mnzc 
The peerless height of her immortal praise. 
Whose lustre leads us, and for her most fit, 
If my Inferior hand or voice could hit 
inimitable sounds; yet, as we go, 
What'er the skill of lesser gods can siie w, 
I will assay, her worth to celebrate. 
And so attend ye toward her glittering state ; 
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Where ye mtLj an, that are of noble stem. 
Approach, and kiss her sacred vesture's hem. 

n. 80KQ. 

O'er the smooth enameird green. 

Where no print of step hath been, 
Follow me, as I sing 
And toach the warbled string, 

Tnder the shady roof 

Of branching elm, star-proof. 
Follow me ; 

I will bring you where she sits, 

Clad in splendoar as befits 
Her deity. 

Snch a rural qneen 

Ail Arcadia hath not seen. 



m. 80H0. 



Nymphs and shepherds, dance no more 
By sandy Ladon's lilled banks; 
On old Lycseus, or Cvllene hoar, 
Trip no more in twilight ranks ; 
Though Erymanth your loss deplore, 

A better soil shall give ye thanks. 
From the stony Msenalns 
Bring yonr flocks, and live with ns ; 
Here ye shall have greater grace. 
To serve the lady of this place. 
Though Syrinx your Tan s mistress were. 
Yet Syrinx well hil>rht wait on her. 

Such a rural queen 

All Arcadia hath nut seen. 



L T C 1 1> A S- 



Y4>; m/rft4» IM^MIK,- wfffc ffv srrer sKfftv 

1 f^ftn*:. tff iiftmSiL jfmr htfmt» bank aatA trm&t% 

A$*A. with tf^fM nniugr% r94tt, 

MtfttUrr y*mr U:*^m mUfn the m^lkf*m^uf jear. 

4'^fntpfiH w* Uf 6(ntart» jfunr ^t-jutf/a 4b^ : 

Tftmnx LffMn*, «f»4 b»tl» wa Udt hb E**r: 
Wh*r WffuUi rK/t »lnjr f'/r Lr^M** ? be krvrir, 
tlim**Af^ to «Ni(r« *f»4 boild th« Mtjr rb/oM;, 
ll« rttnnt n^A lUmt nptm bfs w»U:rr hSmr 
i'nwMffti an^ wtrMf.r to tb« |>arebmfif wind, 
WHtutnt i^%H mfjtA ot nfttne tttaUAiUmn tfear. 

K*sf(i$ti ttt*:n^ ftiAt^m </f tbf; »M:rt6 well, 
Tluit frofn tttneMh the »eat of Jore doth 

uprtux : 
Htifdfu atUi *//m<iwliat UmdJj xweep the ftrlng; 
llt'.tU'M with denial vain, ami ci>j exccue: 
Hf; »Mar >MM«e ffentJe mn-»e 
With Uff;kx w^/rd« turour tnj destined orn ; 
;itid« M he paM««« tarn, 
Aiid tH4 fair peace t^ to my Mhle xhrond. 

Kw we were nnrMed nym th*f wlf-^aine hill. 
Fed the Mime fiwM.^ \>y fountain, whade. and rill. 
Together iKrth, ere the hlffh lawns appear'd 
Vt%Af.r the (jfH'.ninfi eye-lid* of the mom, 
We 6r*nf^ a-fleld, and both UtufXht^ heard 
What time the tcruy-iiy wlnd» her *nltry horn, 
iJttttcntntf (fsxr flock* with the fresh dews of 

nlifht, 
f Ift till the star, that rose at evenins bright. 
Toward heaven's descent hod sloped his wester- 
ing wheel. 
JMeanwhlle the rural ditties were not mate, 
Tempered to the oaten flute; 
Kon^i satyrs danced, and fanns with cloven 

heel 
From the glad sound would not be absent 

lontf: 
Atid old JMmo^tas lovnd to hear our sonfr. 
JSut, oh! the heavy change, now thou art 

uoiie. 
Now thou art (fono and never must return ! 
Tlioo, slKtphcrd, titeo the woods, and desert 

cav('N 
WItli wild thyme and the gadding vino o'er- 




((rown, 
all ttioir echoes, mourn: 



And 

The willows, and the hazel copses green, 

Htiall now no more bo seen 

FannlMK their joyous leaves to thy soft lays. 

As killing IIS the canker to the rose, 

Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that 
grur.o, 

Or frost to flowers, that their gay wardrobe 
wear. 

When first the white-thorn blows; 

Niieli, Lyoldas, thy loss to Nliopherd's cur. 
Where were ye, nymphs, when the remorse- 
less deep 

n(»sod o'er the hcod of your loved Lycidas ? 

Fnr nelllier were ye plaring on the steep, 

Where your old bards, the famous Drulas, lie, 

Nor on the shaggy top of Mona high, 

Mor yot where Dova spreads her wizard 
stream: 

Ah me I I fondly dream, 

Had ye been there: for what could that have 
done y 

What could the Muse herself that Orpheus bore, 

T/wJUttMo herself, for her onchantiiii; son, 



When, tyy the root tkatausAptkrlMMHvrcai^ 
His fforr tIm^ <ky»it the 
Down file swift Uebr«s «»tkv 

AUs : wliat bootm H with 
To tend the beastly. sUt^ed. shephertT^ tnde. 
And strictly medicate the tb^ziUesa Msse? 
Were it doc better doDe, as ochcr» sse, 
Jo sp4>>rt with AmarylUs, in the shade^ 
Or with the tanj^s of Secrs's hair? 
Kame is the spar that the clear spiiiK doth raise 
rTbat last innnnitj of noMe mind^ 
T'F scorn deUgfits and lire laborioos day*: 
ISat the fair gnerdon when we b<>pe to fiod. 
And think to tnirst oat into sadden biaze. 
C'oores the blind Fory with the abhorred 

shears. 
And slits tbe thin-spcn life. ^Bat not the 

pral«e." 
PhflPbas refilled, and toach'd my tTemblinjrears; 
" Fame is no plant th:it grows on mortal soil. 
Nor in the glistering foil 
.^t off to the world, nor in broad rnmoor lies. 
But lives and spreads aloft by those pare eyes. 
And perfect witness of all-jadging Jore ; 
As be pronounces lastly on each deed. 
Of so much fame in heaven expect thy meed." 

O fonntaln Aretha.«o, and thou honour'd flood. 
Smooth-sliding Mincius, crown'd with vocal 

reeds! 
That strain I heard was of a Idgher mood : 
Bat now my oat proceeds. 
And listens to tbe herald of tbe sea 
That came in Neptune's plea : 
lie ask*d the waves, and ask'd the felon winds. 
What hard mishap hath doom'd this gentle 

swain? 
And question'd every gust, of rugged wings. 
Iliat blows from off each beaked promontory : 
Thev knew not of his story; 
And sage Hippotades their answer brings, 
Tliat not a blast was from his dungeon stray'd: 
The ftir was calm, ond on the level brine 
Hleek Panope with all her sisters play'd. 
It was that fatal and perfidious bark. 
Built in the eclipse, and rlgg'd with curses 

dark. 
That sunk so low that sacred head of thine. 
Next, Camus, reverend sire, went footing 

slow. 
His mantle hairy, nnd his bonnet sedge. 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that sanguine flower Inscribed with 

woe. 
"Ah! who hath reft," quoth he, "my dencest 

pledge?" 
Last came, and last did go, 
Tlie pilot of the Oalllean.Iake; 
Two tuassy keys he bore, of metals twain, 
rrhe golden opes, the iron shuts amain,) 
lie shook his mitred locks, and stem bespakc: 
" How well could I have spared for thee young 

swain, 
F.now of such as, for their bellies' sake, 
C'reen, ond Intrude, and climb into the fold ! 
Of other care they little reckoning make. 
Than how to scramble at the shearers* feast, 
And shove away the worthy bidden guest : 
Blind mouths ! that scarce themselves know 

how to h 3ld 
A sheep-hook or [have leam'd ought else the 

least 
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That to the faitbfal herdsman's art belongs ! 
What recks it then? What need they? They 

are sped: 
And, when they list, their lean and flashy 

songs 
Orate on their scrannel pipes of wretched 

straw; 
The hangry sheep look np, and are not fed. 
Bat sworn with wind and the rank mist they 

draw 
Bot Inwaraly, and fool contagion spread ; 
Besides what the grim wolf, with privy paw, 
Daily devours apace, and nothing said : 
Bnt that two-handed engine at the door 
Stands ready to smite once, and smite no 

more." 
Retom, Alphens, the dread -voice is past, 
Tliat shrunk thy streams; return, fiJcilian 

Muse, 
And call the vales, and bid them hither cast 
Their bells and flowrets of a thousand hoes. 
Ye valleys low. where the mild whispers use 
Of shades, and wanton winds, and gashing 

brooks. 
On whose fresh lap the swart «tar sparely 

looks; 
Throw hither all your quaint enameirdeyes, 
That on the green tun suck the boney'd show- 
ers. 
And purple all the ground with vernal flowers. 
Bring the rathe primrose tliat forsaken dies, 
The tufted crow-toe, and pale jessamine. 
The white pink, and the pansy freak'd with 



let. 



The glowing vioiot. 
The musk-rose, and the woll-attlred wood- 
bine. 
With cowslips wan that hang the pensive head. 
And every flower that sad embroidery wears : 
Bid amaranthus all his beauty shed. 
And daffodillies All their cups with tears. 
To htrew the laureate hearse where Lycid lies. 
For, so to intcrpo<4e a little ease, 
Jjst our frail thoughts dally with false sur- 
mis6 * 

Ah me! whilst thee the shores andsoandlog 
sess 



Wash far away, where'er thy l>ones are hurl'd. 

Whether beyond the stormy Hebrides, 

Where thou, perhaps, under the whelminj^ 

tide, 
Visit'st the bottom of the monstrous world ; 
Or whether thou, to our moist vows denied, 
Sleep'st by the fable of Bellcrus old. 
Where the great vision of the guarded mount 
Looks toward Namancos and Bayona's bold : 
Look homeward, angel, now, and melt with 

ruth: 
And O, ye dolphins, waft the hapless youth. 
Weep no more, woeful .shepherds, weep no 
more. 
For Lycidas, your sorrow, is not dead. 
Sunk though he be beneath the watery floor; 
80 sinks the day-star in the oceau*bed. 
And yet anon repairs his drooping bead ; 
And tricks his beams, and, with new-spanglcd 

ore, 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky : 
Ho Lycidas sunk low. but mounted high. 
Through the dear might of Him that walked the 

waves. 
Where, other groves and other streams along. 
With nectar pure his oozy locks he Uwes. 
And hears the unexpressive nuptial song 
In the blest kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
'I here entertain liim all the saints above. 
In solemn troops, and sweet societies. 
That sing, and. singing, in their glory move. 
And wipe the tears for ever-from bis eyes. 
N w, Lycidas, the shepherds weep do more; 
Henceforth thou art tlie genius of thefihorc. 
In thy large recompense, and shalt he.good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. 
Thus sang the uncouth swain to the oaks -and 

rills, 
While the still morn went out with sandals 

gray; 
He toUch'd the tender stops of various qnlUs, 
With eager thought warbling Ids Doric lay ; 
And now the sun bad stretch'd out all the 

hills. 
And now was dropt into the western bay : 
At last he rose, and twitched his mantle blue : 
To-morrow to fresh woods, and pAstores ^ew. 



I'A L L E G B 0. 



I inn bUickoBt midnight bo 



BntcomB, tfaon fMdesa fair and Ire 
III bnvea jdep'd liluphrDayqe, 
And, br mo, beut-euliwHlnh, 
viiun M*<lr Traa*, *x > btrch. 
Wltb tw« (bur OrHH man. 
To trr-aowBvX Bwoalmi bon; 
Or vbiOiD Au HBiia ■■■•• ilnin 
Ttt mSe wind tint bnMlws fbe iprl 
2epli;r. wUb Anrora ^lylDE. 



lot, uid ydalti^l lo'liti. ^ 
HOd>, Bod beoki. anrl wreiitbad amllis, 
AdO iSbW? ™1n dlmpLa sloek ! 
SpoR that mlntled C«re derLd^-, 
AiDd Ifuftiter hoLdUig both bis aidcB- 
CamBiADd trip It, «a job fO» 
On tin llihl tantullc IMi 
And In tfo light buid lud vim ihee 
Tb« maoauln nrnnilii nnal Ubcrty ; 

Audi If I Rln tUfl UIUMT du, 

Ulifli, ^Dlt IBB of Ihromr, 
Tn U*a wtth kBT, indBn With tbM, 
In n n wB f OTtd jfltmatn aw ; 
To baar Um kAMfbilili flKbt. 
And, •bdog, itiitl* tht dKll night, 
nam Ui wateb-towcr In tha tuei, 
1111 tba dm^ed dnm doth TlH : 
Hub tosoiu In iplta of ■htow. 
Anduiu window UdVDod-morrow. 
ninwtitlu nraM-bddr, or the vine, 
^ S^twimd wlonthia : 
WbOi Ika mnk, wltb UnU din. 
Snttm the »u Id dukDM iblD. 
Andtetba itaiik, or thttun^oor, 
atOBar itnitohli dnnei Mfon : 

Chwrir noM On iIiunlMilu miiin, 
mn Om (Ml ol MOM bodriiiu. 
ThfooA tk« bjA wood ecbotnc ilitUI ; 
Somattaa wilBbw, not nnean, 
Bj holBO-njw •tau.oa kOlaot* (rocn, 
Bhht unliBt Uwatfen iBls 
Inan tha imt tmn U|Uu bH ttite, 
Hobid In d&ngi, and uMMrUfht. 
ThedonditDthonuiiilllTertudFjrht; 

■^aa tbewlHumilil (InfCiIi blllbB, 



Vhert, pflrban same beauty ilea, 
rbe cynotoM of nelshbouring eye*. 
Hard 1^, ■ coCtage ohtmney aniokea 
■^om betwixt two uod oaki, 
^'htn CoiTdsii andlhjnli met, 
\.Te at tb^ ainnrr dbmar let 
)l herbi. and oChoc conntrr omw*. 



WllhTbtntTllitobindthei 

HometlmHi. with Hcnra d 



ry bells Hug round. 









'rower's elQei ploass as tbon, 



n sIeHCh ai yoathlnl poeti drcani 
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Or sweetest Shalupere, Fancy's child. 
Warble his native wood-notes wild. 

And ever against eating cares. 
Lap rae in soft Lydian airs. 
Married to immortal verse. 
Sach as the meeting soni may pierce. 
In notes with many u winding bout 
Of linked sweetness long drawn oat, 
With wanton heed and giddy canning. 
The melting voice throvgh mazes nmuing, 



Untwisting all the chains that tie 

The hidden soai of harmony ; 

That Orpheas* self may heave his head. 

From golden slnmber on a bed 

Of heap'd Elysian flowers, and henr 

Sach strains as woald have won the ear 

Of Plato to have quite set free 

His half-regain*d Eurydice. 

These delights if thon canst }dvc. 

Mirth with thee I meau to live. 






I 



IL PES3ER0S0. 




aPdVwU,loniot; 

Hlv daiutitor ibei In Sotarn's rclsc 
Sneh Bi^tnn ms not litid ■ BUhi : 
ort In lUnnurtng bowsn ud gUde 
Ua meihar, ud In Mcnt iludei 

or wDodr Jill iBmon mva. 

Wliltet yattban mi no faar ol Jot 
Cornel pgnilTS uan, iarmtttMn 
Bobar, litndlMt, uid damnre. 
All In a nba oldarkait cnln, 
FUnrlni witk malMllnPaln, 



itf oftjj a Jier baxa ibe Sw'd'! 



WIior« fflowldg GmlicrB thxinigb the room 
Tesch Ifght to caanHrfell i gToom ; 

To bleii tbe doom fnns BlEMUfharm. 

Or let mflaniD, at mldnltlltiuHir, 
He 8a«n la mnd* blgfa looelr loirer, 
WHen 1 nmj ott oatwaMlt Iha Bcnr, 
Wliti Ihrlca araat H«RM>, or niu|di«re 
The iplrlt oITIato. to nnlMd 
What worlda, or -wliat nit nnloiuliold 
The ImpMrti) nind that battalanimk 
Her mamion In tUa flnhj BDOk: 
And ol tluaa demom ttiat an taauA 
In fire, alT, flood, w tufc' 

neOiie IM niniaot -o—,. 



iimra)ol JaMrata 

tia bmUn'A Man. 

But. 0,a«d Ticiln, tbat tbT poircr 
illiht raiM Huaatna (row Ilia bovrerl 

froldibaioatof Orpbeiti alnjr 
4nch notes aa. wnrbled to tlie sErliWi 

)r Cnmbnll, and ol- Algonlte,' 



And \t aogU elH iraatHrda baalde 
In aa^e and aotamn tnnsa baTO snnffi 
0( turnejB, and ot trophleg hanit, 



dg are i^^ng lond» 
•hooariUil. 



WtaUelbe bee. w^ihWledYugh. 
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That at her flowery work doth sing, 
And the waters marmuring, 
With such consort as they keep. 
Entice the dewy-feather a sleep ; 
And let ^sorae strange mysterioas dream 
Wave at his wings in airy stream 
Of lively portraitare display'd, 
Softly on my eyelids laid. 
And, as I wake, sweet ransic hreathe 
Above, aboat, or nndemeatli, 
Sent by some spirit to mortals good. 
Or the nnseen genius of the wood. 

Bat let my due feet never fail 
To walk the studious cloisters* pale. 
And love the high embower'd roof, 
With antique pillars massy proof. 
And storied windows richly dight. 



Casting a dim religions light : 

There let the pealing organ blow, 

To the full- voiced quire below. 

In service high ana anthems clear. 

As may with sweetness, through mine ear. 

Dissolve me into ecstasies. 

And bring all heaven before mine eyes. 

And may at last my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage, 
The hairy gown and mossy cell. 
Where I may sit and rightly spell 
Of every star that heaven doth show, 
And every herb that sips the dew; 
Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain. 

Those pleasures. Melancholy, give, 
And I with thee will choose to live. 



S N S E T S. 



Whlli ilH iDllT boon UBd sn proidiloiu Hot. 
Thv llqnli] DoE<9 tliiC dote Uiteya ot <Uj. 

nm beud iMdne tlia ihiilhnr enckw^ bill. 

Portend nwoau In lOTci 0,irJan^wUl 
Bkn llnk'd tkat unorou paver to tto Hit lay, 

Mow UbmIt ilaK, era tba rude bH ol taste 
Foratel mr bopelaii doom In ume irare Digh ; 
_ Ai IIuHilham rear [A nir hut tnu loo Iste 
For m; relief, yet Iwdicna muon viSy: 



(SediAeeiiMiite noetn il dl 
De nK altl u>Tl gtomiii pa 
B I don', olie ooD d'amot ea 



L'avaiu fioTnotta paitor^Ua 
Va bainando rheibttto uriuia c bella 
Ctae nultl tpaude a dlnnu ipetu 
f oordl ana nalla alma DrlnutTera. 

Detla It dor novo ^ etraiila tavcllo, 

<^nto, dal mo Inon popot neo Inifao 

I nmlil eanilD col bel Arao. 

ir UiToua, M lo s I'alt ml peao 



. SeppI eh'bnor ooia mal t 
D(«1 toaa'tlmtoenoiln 



DIniM, » la Ua spenie >fa nuL i-iuia. 
K da penalect lo nlrtlar f Hrrlvl ; 
Coal ml van fanrhuidD. allrl rlvl 
Allri Udl raaneitan, et allre, onde 
KeH* oni mil sponde 
BmintatI ad Dor, ad lior a la ina chlomi 
I." InnnortBl mMenlon d" pleriit (roni 
PrrchB alls tpalle Ine soverehla soma ? 



n? gnancln Ysrmlglla 



Che FtnccraTEU oreMblnlfl 



Clta"!!!™ aman'i^ dlSel^r parol! 



.iTOV.isE pinna, i; sompllcettoamante 









C'AmrM, or colonel, or kDlght Id arnu, 
Wbose cbHDCA on tlHH d«(eiicelau doon may 

And he cui spread tb7 utune o'er ludi and 
The rmii'iu of riudmu. wben temple ajicl 



mi XSJlh fudl 



Kqmberlng good ]ntell«cta; flaw selilom pc 



EndOrefH-' WbjlBlt harder, tin, than Gordon, 
Those ragged names lo oar Uke months itow 

When Ihou tiufhl'st Cambrtdge and K1d( 



UIwMnlnthinwIdaMtlHmtEM.' \iianmWBnVn&i^i0-«*axK'WBsM*.\.'« 






i^ QU thj odoroai lamp wltb deed! ol L]|Et 
Hwil vben the BridefTtxtm vlth His feasu 
last gidu'd thy entrance. Tlrglfl wise and par 

lABRT, Hhoifl tflDOM and weU-measured ■on, 

Cini^e. 
Tohonaortbee, tlisprleit or Phtaboa'qnLrc, 



Vbkb Mth and lore, which parted from thee 

HadrlpeD'dthjJnst soul to dwell with God, 
Meeklylhoadlditrflsimillili earthlTload 
If death, called llle ; which as trom life doth 

Thy works', and alms, and alt thy good endeu- 

Staj'd not behind, nor (n the gnm wen trod ; 



mvKtm poBMB. 



Vlcurr bsiDi. Itaongh new rowUlons iulM 

Har brokoi letp^' to tmp tbe<r MrrMirt -wingt. 
irot wkat an war bol eDiUei> wir >tllL brecfl 1 
m tntta and ilitit (roin ilelenu M Irced. 
And pvbUc filtb clear'd liom the sbunefD 

OtmbUemitiL In vain doth TBloiir Me*CU 
wliUe uvulca and laplne tbrnre Ibe luid. 

TO TBI ueii aanm caoifWELL. 
Cbokwiu^ ov cbtaf ol men, -ntao. ttaronfb i 

Hot of wmr on]T, bat dfltrpcllnii roie, 
Onldtd by tetin and malchleH foniLndfl. 

ploDgJi'd, 



Tivz, jount iUTun. bnt In use eonuel old, 
Itian whoiii n beCKr Knator ua'er baJd 
Xlw bein al Bonie, wIud (ownB. sot amia 

llMltHm Eiinit and tbe AMcSD bold; 

WhMlMt M iattM pcasa, or to nofnld 
nu dlttt <tf koUow lUleB bard to ba apell'd ; 
Hhd la adtiM bow war ma;, Im» npbald, 

HoTfi l>7^ar tvo maiDDerrea, Iron and gold, 

Bolb iplrltual power and clill, what easl 
la peoco, and ro^LDni tli« bar eldeat son. 



kept Tlty tnitb n 



Fmgel not : In Tby book rocord tlielr irmns 
Who wore Tbr ihoon, and In Uiair anolen 

low _ 

aiMn by the blMdr Pledniomaaa, tho 




Ere ball mj dj^ra. In ifila dai^ wo 
LodK^ wUh ma nHlau, thoogli my ho 



Twwaila a aiUen dur. irint mn be von 
The iTDien eiirlh, and oloUialnL&aih «tttr* 

01 allh: Uile. with wtne, wbenea »b taxj rtao; 
TD hoar Ibe lute well teached. or arUDlToloe 

Be who Dl tbOH diOlghti can Indge. and 

To Intaiiioae them ott, li not nnnlHC. 

Ctbiac, whoae jrrandolre, on tbe rojnl bench 

Pronoim«d,SEdVw.?^S5S^^rttW 
To-day deep tboogbla reaolra wltb me to 

~ alter, BO repentlBff drava I 

1^ and Arcbimedee paua, 



' da;, tbeae cyet, Ihon^li 

NorM'uiSrlSiBarhiMloml^araear ' 
01 inn, ar nwoa^OTMw tkrooftaDOt the rair. 
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This tbonght might lead me through the 
world's vain mask. 
Content, though blind, had I no letter guide. 

xxm. 

ON HIS DKCEASKD WIFt. 

Methouoht I saw my late espoused saint 
Brought to me, like Alcestis. from the gntre. 
Whom Jove's great son to her glad husband 
gave, 
Bcscned from death by foxce, though pale and 
faint. 



Mine, as whom, washed from spot of child-bed 
taint, 
Purification in the old law did save. 
And such, as yet once more I trust to have 
Full sight of her in heaven without restraint. 
Came vested all in white, pure as her mind : 
Her face was veil'd, yet, to my fancied sii^t. 
Love, sweetness, goodness, in her peraon 
shined 
So clear, as in no face with more delight. 
But, oh ! as to embrace me she inclined, 
I waked— she fled— and daj bron^t back my 
night ^^ 



MISCELLAHEOnS. 



t wnrdi. with chUdlsb 



,te this, ami Ha purdon ast 



WiM lunr I OH Uwe In mr litter t 

amaUloMttlitlutUusnciuicarMc „„^ ,...-, 
I kioir mT tongne bnt Utll* gnc« un d<j tbec 
ThoB med'u not 1h uoMIIoui to be Bnt. 

IpnjthMthendenymsiiot'lK'ai^^ " 



I bava HHiis Diked tlmglug ttaat !o\-e 
And load]; knock to bara tlielr atiaag 
And. w«u7 of tbalrplaoe, do ocQ]^ lU] 
Till tlun luat OeA'a^Eaa In Ihy belt I 
That ao thar mar. vUlmit aaipeci or I 
nr ■•rirurto lib Air aamiitilT'i een 
Yai I had ratlwr. III iran to cboom. 



vbeellDf polee, end a 



■nien jjasilng Ihrongb tbo ipberei ol watehl 

Kuy loll at lenglli how gteen-ejed Kepiu 

In bearen"! flefUiK* niMlf riiur all his waTe>i 
nwn ^ or lemt tMnn tliu came to pua 



WliUe aad Dbiaei' hS[ UHl allitu^eri, 

An haM, with Ma maloiUaBa bannoaji 

In wlUIng cbalni and nrnt apUvitr, 

Bnl He, mr wandering mnn, bim doit tkoa 



Tlifx Eni U npratnled at filter of Ok Prrilim- 

Good InclE bFMend Ihee. nmi for, at Hit blrtti. 
The (aSiT lailles danced upon the heanb ; 

Cuqie tripping to the room where (hon dldit Ik , 
And, Bweetly nlnfflnir round about thy tod, 
Ktrew nil their blesarngi on tbr ileei^E head. 



Si cM,bow-Miit Mth or 



A slbTl cM,l... ._, 

Thai far evaota tall wbalj ooaM jmaage, 
And, Inllma'alaasaBdaukpnwneUTa^aBi. 
Foresaw wbat fntnn daji aHnla brlnf to pKia; 
"Your HHi," aald iha, " (nor can nni It pnTcntl 
DhallniUMttatoidaiiraBMeldtnL 
iJ'a all hli ^nttnoibailuU nin u khiE, 



■ kunhknoDdor: 

saballoatfathMB; 

being abonllMm, k* ikal ba IwIdw them ; 
rrumotlnnliailullnaiHlkiDaadof uthlBE, 
ret on hia hraUuti AaU dMHDd lOr cMlliiwr 
FollndaloaUiliallBatliBilabap, 
VndnaceakalllanUmlnbaifloinrrlapi . 
relihalllMllTalnaultl; *ild,>thlaihia, 
Devonrlnnwar ataall »Ter cmnio roar : 

Vo harljouc tboM Ulat are at nSfy. 

What power, what loree. wltat ml«litT apeU. It 



Aff ntrt. QuantrlB and Qaatitu, tpai:e in pnMf? 
>r T^on^ who, like eoine eanfi-lioro' giant 



MlSCELLAliEOUS. 



!» 



Dear sou of memory, jpreat heir of fame, 
What need'st thou such weak witness of thy 

name? 
Thou, In our wonder and astonishment, 
Hast built thyself a livelong monument. 
For whilst, to the shame of slow-endeavouring 

AVt. 

Thv easy numbers flow ; and that each heart 
Hath, from the leaves of thy unvalued book. 
Those Delphic lines with deep impression took; 
Then thou, our fancy of itself bereaving. 
Dost make us marble, with too much conceiving; 
And, so sepulchred, in such pomp dost lie. 
That kings, for such a tomb, would wish to die. 

ON THE UNIVEBSITT CAKRIEB. 

Ulio sickened in tJte Time of his Vacancu: being 
forbid to go to Londott^ by reason of the Plague. 

Here lies old Hobson ; death hath broke his girt. 
And here, alas ! hath laid him in the dirt ; 
Or else the ways being fonl, twenty to one 
He's here stucK in a slough, and overthrown. 
Twas such a shifter, that, if truth were known. 
Death was half-^lad when he had got him down ; 
For he had, any time this ten years full. 
Dodged with him betwixt Cambridge and The 

BuO. 
And surely Death could never have prevail'd, 
Had not his weekly course of carriage fail'd ; 
But lately finding him so long at home. 
And thinking now his Journey's end was come, 
And that he nad ta'en up his latest inn, 
In the kind office of a chamberlain 
Shew'd him his ro<mi where he might lodge that 

night, 
PuU'd off his boots, and took away the light : 
If any ask for him. it shaU be said, 
*' Hobson has supped, and 's newly gone to bed.'' 

AKOTHKR ON THE SAMS. 

Hers lieth one, who did most truly prove 

That he could never die while he could move ; 

80 hung his destiny, never to rot 

While he might still jog on and keep his trot ; 

Made of sphere metal, never to decay 

Until his revolution was at stay. 

Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 

'Gainst old truth) motion number'd out bis time : 

And, like an engine moved with wheel and 

welffht 
His pi1i^le*s being ceased, he ended straight. 
Rest, that gives all men life, gave him his death, 
And too much breathing put him out of breath ; 
Nor were it contradiction to affirm, 
Tbo long vacation hastened on his tenn 



Merely to drive the time away he sicken'd. 
Fahited. and died, nor would w^ith ale be 

quicken 'd : 
"Nay,^' quoth he, on his swooning bed out- 

stretch'd, 
" If I mayn't carry, sure I'll ne'er be fetch'd. 
But vow. though the cross doctors all stood 

hearers. 
For one carrier put down to make six bearers." 
Ease was his chief disease ; and, to judge 

right. 
He died for heaviness that his cart went lljs'ht : 
His leisure told him that his time was cumc, 
And hick of load made his life burdensome. 
That even to his last breath, (there be that 

sayt,) 
As he were prcss'd to death, he cried, **>[oi-o 

weight ;" 
But, had his doings lasted as they were, 
He bad been an immortal carrier. 
Obedient to the moon he spent his date 
In course reciprocal, and had his fate 
Link'd to the mutual fiowing of the seas 
Yet (strange to think) his wane was his in- 
crease : 
His letters are deliver'd all, and gone. 
Only remains the superscription. 

ON THE NSW FOBCBBS OF CONSCIENCE, UNDER 
THE LONG PARLIAMENT. 

Because you have thrown off your prelate 
lord, 
And with stiff vows renounced his liturgy. 
To seize the wldow'd whore Plnrallty, 
From them whose sin ye envied, not abhorr'd ; 
Dare ye for this adjure the civil sword 
To force our consciences that Christ set free. 
And ride us with a classic hierarchy. 
Taught ye by a mere A. 8. and Rotherford ? 
Men whose life, leamhig, faith, and pure intent. 
Would have been held in high esteem witU 
Paul, 
Must now be named and printed heretics. 
By shallow Edwards, and Scotch what d'ye 
call; 
Bnt we do hope to find out all your tricks. 
Your plots and packing, worse than those ol 
Trent, 

That so the Parliament 
May, with their wholesome and preventive 

shears. 
Clip your phylacteries, though baulk your ears. 

And succour our just fears. 
When they shall read this clearly in your 

charge, 
New Presbyter is bnt Old Priest writ large. 



TRANSLATIONS. 



THE 7IFTH ODE OF HORACE, LIB. I. 

What slender youth, bedew'd with liquid 

odonrs. 
Courts thee on roses in some pleasant cave, 

I'yrrha ? For whom bind'st thon 

111 wreaths thy golden hair, 
Plain in thy neatness ? Oh, how oft shalt he 
'On faith, and changed gods, complain ; and seas 

Rough with black winds, and storms 

Unwonted, shall admire, 
"Who now enjoys thee crednlons, all gold, 
Who, always vacant, always amiable, 

Hopes thee, of flattering gales 

Unmindf ai ! Hapless tlioy. 
To whom thoa, nntried, seem st fair! Me, in my 

vow'd 
Pictnre, the sacred wall declares to liave hung 

My dank and dropping weeds 

To the stem god of sea. 

FROM GKOFFREY OF MONMOUTH. 

Bt'tUtis thus addresses Diana in the County of 
Leogecia. 

OoBDESS of shades, and huntress, who at will 
Walk'st on the rolling spheres, and through the 

deep: 
On thy third reign, the earth, look now, and 

tell 
What land, what seat of rest thou bldd'st me 

seek, 
Wliat certain seat, where I may worship thee 
For aye, with temples vow'd and virgin quires. 

To whom^ sleeping be/ore the altar, Diana answers 
tn a vtston the same ntght. 

Brntus, far to the west, in the ocean wide. 

Beyond the realm of Gaul, a land there lies, 

Sea-girt it lies, where giants dwelt of old ; 

JSow void, it fits thy people : thither bend 

Thy course ; there shalt thou And a lasting seat ; 

There to thy sous another Troy shall rise. 

And kings be born of thcc, whose dreadful 

might 
■Shall awe the world, and conquer nations bold. 

FROM DANTE. 

An, (^onstantinc, of how much ill was cause 
Not thy conversion, but those rich domains 
That the first wealthy pope received of thee ! 

FROM DANTE. 

Founded in chaste and humble poverty, 
''Gainst them that raised thee dost thou lift thy 

liorn, 
Impudent whore ! where hast thou placed thy 

hope ! 
In thv adulterers, or thy ill-got wealth ? 
Another Constantine comes not in Iiaste. 

FROM ARIOSTO. 

Thkn pass'd he to a flowery mountain, green. 
Which once smelt sweet, now stinks as 

odiously : 
This was the gift. If you the truth will have, 
That Constantine to good Sylvester gave. 

FROM HORACE. 

WnoM do we count a good man ? WTiom but he 
WJjo keeps the laws and statutes of the senate. 



Who judges in great suits and controversies^ 
Whose witness and opinion wins the cause? 
But his own house, and the whole neighbour' 

hood. 
Sees his foul inside through his whited skin. 

FROM EUKIPIDBS. 

This is true liberty, when freebom men. 
Having to advise the public may speak free ; 
Whidli he who can, and wlfi, deserves high 

praise ; 
Who neither can, nor will, may hold his peace : 
What can be j uster in a state uke this ? 

FROM HORACE. 

Laughing, to teach the truth. 

What hinders ? As some teachers give to boys 
Junkets and knacks, that they may learn apace 

FROM HORACE. 

Joking decides great things, 

Stronger and better, oft, than earnest con. 

FROM SOPHOCLES. 

'Tis yon that say it. not I. Ton do thee deeds. 
And your ungodly deeds find me the words. 

FROM SENECA. 

— ^There can be slain 

No sacrifice to God more acceptable, 

Thau an unjust and wicked king. 

PSALM I. 

(Done into verse 16SS.) 

Bless'd Is the man who hath not walked astray 
In counsel of the wicked, and i' the way 
Of sinners hath not stood, and in the seat 
Of scorners hath not sat. But in the great 
Jehovah's law is ever his delight. 
And in His law ho studies day and night 
He shall be as a tree which, planted, grows 
By watery streams, and in his season knows 
To yield his fruit, and his leaf shall not fall. 
And what he takes in hand shall prosper all. 
Not so the wicked, but as chaff which fann'd, 
Tlie wind drives, so the wicked shall not stand 
In judgment, or abide their trial then, 
Nor singers In the assembly of just men : 
For the Lord knows the upright way of the 

just, 
And the way of bad men to ruin must. 

PSALM II. 

(Done August 8, 1653.)— Tcrzctte. 

Why do the Gentiles tumult, and the nations 

Muse a vain tiling, the kings of the earth up- 
stand 

With power, and princes in their congrega- 
tions 
Lay deep their plots together, through each 
land. 

Against the Lord and His Messiah dear? 

Let us break off, say they, by strength of 
hand, 
Their bonds, and cast from us. no more to wear, 

Tlieir twisted cords. He, who in heaven doth 
dwell, ^ . 

Shall laugh ; the Lord shall scoff them ; then, 
severe, 






TKA.HBLAIIOSS- 
Spuk to tbcm in Hli wrath, utt id Hli ti 

^daercalnUDBUeUHm. Bstl, ult 
ADDOlnted bin aa Klnf. (Ilwu(ta 7a reU 
On eion nr bcdy liDL A aim diwm 

I will dectan, lbs Lord to ue ban hM. 

TboB ut TV MB, I ban ba(ou«i Dm 
Itili daj : uk at ma, and the imnt li mU 

Ttaee Healben ; and. ai Tbr.conqoHl to tn 

Eartb'BnInii»il»aDdi: Dum sbiUniiHi bilng 

BaUiicbt,ye jDdfn^of tbvevtbi « 
JeboTU HrT4. and let jaur Id; mu 

U MHTrili wratta take Are. Uk« l»i 
Happy aU tboH vbo bave Lb Him thai 



?«(T plleb amiliul mi' IbilriiavTlM 

Tby blmalnj on Thj people flOBj. 

AmR>mei>tienIcaU, 

Cod ol my riirbtooDHHH ; 
En itraita and in dlitrev. 
Hhhi dIdK DH dlKntlint 
And Ml at larie : nowipira. 

How IM* bo tbni locbome 
atUlulmonnltjr 

n ^InnfalH aad vain, and notbl 

Ttt know, the Lord tiatb tboK, 

JehOTIlll (TDcn on bifh 

Who jot will thew » nod ! 
Talklnr llko thlg wcntd'i tnvod ; 






BofJiliiy me down and di 



on. Lord, aione. In aalety muhcst mo 



(AbCUU 11. MX.) 

JtROVia, to mr word! girt eai. 

Ut i^itiittoa w<Ub: 

The vDloo of mT ciBplaiBlna bea 

Ut KlngandOad: ArnntoTlHi 

Jebovah. Thou ibt early tdIcd 

Shalt In tbe Donunf bear; 



nion will deelroy ttaat (penk a lie ; 
The bioodr and nlMDl mu uod doth drini 
Bi^t I wtU. In &j BHrdu dear, 

Inlu Iby honu ; I. In Hiy^W. 
Will towards Tbs httiy temple wonhlp tow. 
Lord, lead me In 'Diy rlidilcongnoH, 

Tbat doob'nrTa. IIItniniiireM: 
8«t 111)- way* rluhl iKlor*. whei* mr itcp go 
For Id bli^bllenng nioulb. uulnlib'. 





gnflty. 


lattnemli 


A 


beni'm' 


COBHH 


.'ffisr!, 


Er 


ifibf? 


».sS 


hS^tt 



ranboai: they aban ever Hing 

11 triumph In niee^Iia JDce niy na 



rlth Ihy laflUng faroiu and ^uod n 
(AiuiutU,iau.} 
Nor In Thy hoi (UftNeiuiire me corrects 



Klghtlr my Toncb I make a kind of aea ; 
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MILTON'S POEMS. 



Depart, all ye that work Iniquity, 
Depart from me ; for the voice of my weeping 
Jlie Lord hath heard; the Lord hath heard 

my prayer; 
My supplication with acceptance fair 
Tlie Lord will own, and have me in His keep- 
ing. 
JMine enemies shaU all be blank, and dash'd 
With much confusion ; then, grown red with 

shame, 
They shall return In haste the way they came, 
And in a moment shall be quite abash'd. 

PSALM VII. 

(August 14, 1653.) 

Z'pon the words ofCwh the Beniamite against him. 

Lord, my God, to thee I fly ; 
Save me, and secure me under 
Thy protection while 1 cry ; 
Ijcst, as a lion, (and no wonder,) ' 
He haste to tear my soul asunder. 
Tearing, and no rescue nigh. 

Lord, my God, if 1 have thought 
Or done this ; If wickedness 
Be in my hands ; if I have wrought 
III to him that meant me peace ; 
Or to liira have rendered less, 
And not freed my foe for naught ; 

Let the enemy pursue my soul. 
And overtake it ; let him tread 
My life down to the earth, and roll 
In the dust my glory dead, 
III the dust: and, there outspread. 
Lodge it with dishonour foul. 

Rise. Jehovah, in thine ire, 

liousc Tliysclf amidst the rage 

Of my foes that urge like fire ; 

And, 'wiikc for me, their fury assuage ; 

Judgment here Thou didst engago 

And command, which I desire. 

So the assemblies of each nation 
Will surround Thee, seeking right ; 
Thence to thy glorious habitation 
Kctum on high, and in their sight. 
Jehovah judgeth most upright 
All people from the world's foundation. 

Judge me, Lord ; be Judge in this 
According to my righteousness, 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me : cause at length to cease 
Of evil men the wickedness, 
^Vnd their power that do amiss. 

But the just establish fast, 
Since'Tliou art the just God that tries 
Hearts and reins. On God is cast 
My defence, and in Him lies: 
In Him who, both just and wise. 
Saves the upright of heart ut last. 

God is a just Jndge and severe, 

And God is every day offended; 

If the unjust will not forbear. 

His sword He whets, His bow hath bended 

Already, and for hhn intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 

(His arrows purposely made He 
ror tliem that persecute.) Behold 
He travails big with vanity ; 
Trouble he hath conceived of old 
As in a womb ; and from that mould 
Hath at length brought forth a lie. 

He digg'd a pit, and delved it deep. 
And fell Into the pit he made : 
Ills mischief, that due course doth keep, 



Turns on his head: and his ill trade 

Of violence will, nndelay'd. 

Fall on his crown with ruin steep. 

Then will I Jehovah's praise 
According to His justice raise, 
And sing the name and deity 
Of Jehovah the Most High. 

PSALM vni. 

(August 14, 1658.) 

O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 
And glorious is Thy name through all the 
earth I 

So as above the heavens Thy praise to set 
Out of the tender mouths of latest birth. 

Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings Thou 
Hast founded strength, because of all Thy foes 

To stint the enemy, and slack the avenger's 
brow. 
That bends his rage Thy Providence to oppose. 

When I behold Thv heavens. Thyflnger's art. 
The moon and stars, which Thou so bright 
hast set 

In the pure firmament ; then, saith my heart, 
O, what is man, that Thou remembereat yet, 

And think'st upon him; or, of man begot. 
That him Thou visit'st, and of him art found? 

Scarce to be less than gods. Thou madest his lot ; 
With honour, and with state, Thou hast him 
crown'd. 

O'er the works of Thy hand Thou madest him 
lord, 

Thou hast put all under his lordly feet; 
All flocks and herds, by Thy commanding word. 

All beasts that in the field or forest meet. 

Fowl of the heavens, and fish that through the 

Sea-paths in shoals do slide, and know no 
dearth. 
O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 
And glorious is Thy name through all the 
earth! 

(April, 1648.) 

Nine of t?ie Psalms done into metre ; wherein aU, 
but what is in a different character^ are the very 
words of the text, translated from the otiginat. 

PSALM LXXX. 

1 Thou, shepherd, that dost Israel keep, 

Give ear in time of need; 
Who leadest like a flock of sheep 
Thy loved Joseph's seed : 

That sitt'st between the chembs bright. 

Between their wings outspread; 
Shine forth, and from Thy doud give lights 

And on our foes Thy dread. 

2 In Ephraim's view and Benjamin's, 

And in Manasseh's sight. 
Awake Thy strength, come, and be seen 
To save us by Thy might. 

3 Turn us again. Thy grace divine 

To us, O God, vouchsafe; 
Cause Thou Thy face on us to shine. 
And then we shall be safe. 

4 Lord Ood of Hosts, how long wilt Thou, 

How long wilt Thou declare 
Thy smoking wrath, and angry brow. 
Against Thy people's prayer? 

5 Thou feed'st them with the bread of tears ; 

Their bread with tears they eat ; 
And tnakest them largely drink the tears 
WKereiBUK tKevr ch«w» art wtt. 



C A strife thon makest us, and a prey 
To every neiffhboar foe : 
Among themselves they langh, they play, 
And floats at as they throw. 

7 Retam ns, and Thy grace dtrine, 

O God of Hosts, vouchsafe: 
Cause Thou Thy face on us to shine, 
And then we shall be safe. 

8 A vine from Egy])t Thon hast broaght, 

ThffJ)rte love made it thine. 
And drovest out nations proud and haut. 
To plant this lovely vine. 

9 Thon didst prepare for It a place, 

And root it deep and fast. 
That it began to grow apace. 
And mrd the land atlast. 

10 With her green shade that cover'd a//, 

The hills were overspread ; 
Her boughs, as high as cedars tall, 
Adv€uiced their fofty head. 

11 Her branches on the teestem side 

Down to the sea nlie sent. 
And upward to that river wide 
Her other branches went. 

12 Why hast Thou laid her hedges low, 

And broken down her fence. 
That all may pluck her, as they go, 
With rudest violence f 

13 The tusbe<l bonr out of the wood 

Upturns it hy the roots ; 
Wild beasts there browzc, and make their 
food 
Her grapes and tender shoots. 

14 Return now, God of hosts, look down 

From heaven. Thy seat divine ; 
Behold tt<, hut tcithout a frown. 
And visit this Thy vine. 

15 Visit this vine, which Thy rijrht hand 

Hath set, and planted long,' 
And the younj,* branch, that for Thyself 
Thou hast made Ami and strong. 

IC But now it is consumed with Are, 
And cut wUh axes down ; 
They perish at Thy dreadful ire, 
At Thy rebuke and frown. 

17 Upon the man of Thy right hand 

Let Thy good hand be laid: 
Upon the Son of man whom Thou 
Strong for Thyself hast made. 

18 So shall we not go back from Thee 

To ways (tfsin and shame ; 
Quicken us Tlion, then gladly we 
Shall call upon I1iy name. 

19 Return us, and Thy grace divine. 

Lord God of Hosts, vouchsafe: 
Cause thou Thy face on us to shine. 
And then wc shall be safe. 

PSALM LXXXI. 

1 To God our strength sing loud, and clear. 

Sing loud to God our Ring, 
To Jacob's God, that all may hear, 
Loud acclamations ring. 

2 Prepare a hynm, prepare a song. 

The timbrel hither bring, 
The cheer/ui pMltory bring along, 
Ana burp WUh pleasant string. 



TRANSLATIONS. 

3 Blow, as is wont, in the new moon 
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With trumpets* lofty sound. 
The appointed time, the day whereon 
Our solemn feast comes round. 

4 This was a statute given of old 
For Israel to observe, 

A law of Jacob's God, to hold. 
From whence they might not swerve. 

5 This he a testimony ordaUi'd 
In Joseph, not to change. 

When, as he passed through Egypt land, 
The tongue I heard was strange. 

G From burden, and from slavisli toil, 
I set his shoulder free : 
His hands from pots, and miry sotl, 
Doliver'd were by me. 

7 When tronble did thee sore assail. 

On me then didst thou call. 
And I to free thee did not/ad. 
And led thee out of thrall. 

I answcr'd thee in thunder deep. 
With clouds encompass'd round ; 

I tried thee at the yr&teT steep 
Of Meriba renown'cL 

8 Hear, O my people, hearken well, 

1 testify to thee. 
Thou ancient stock o/ Israel, 
It thou wilt list to me : 

9 Throughout the land of thy abode 

No aUcn God shall be. 
Nor Shalt thou to a foreign god 
In honour bend thy knee. 

10 I am the Lord thy God, which brought 

Thee out of Egypt land ; 
Ask large euougn, and I, besought. 
Will grant thy full demand. 

11 And yet my people would not hear, 

yor hearken to my voice ; 
And Israel, whom I loved so dear, 
Misliked me for his choice. 

12 Tlien did I leave them to their will. 

And to their wandering mind ; 
Their own conceits they followed still, 
Their own devices blind. 

13 Oh. that my people would be wise. 

To serve me all their days.' 
And oh, that Israel would advise. 
To walk my righteous ways I 

14 Then would I soon bring down their foes 

That now so proudly rise ; 
And turn my hand against all those 
That are tncir enemies. 



13 



13 Who hate the Lord should then be fain 
To bow to him and bend : 
But they his people should remain. 
Their time should have no end. 

IG And he would feed them^Vom the shock 
With flour of finest wheat. 
And satisfy them from the rock 
With honey ^r their meat. 

PSALU Lxxxn. 

1 God in the great assembly stands 

Of kings and lordly states: 
Among the gods on both his hands, 
He Judges and debates. 

2 How long will ye pervert the right 

With. \ud«,'aMA\S.\«tefik »xA^«ecwvv. 

Who tlience qrwn VA4 o»* rtxwwi^ 
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3 Begard the weak and fatherless, 

Despatch the poor man's cause : 
And raise the man In deep distress 
By Just and equal laws. 

4 Defend the poer and desolate. 

And rescue, from the hands 
Of wicked men, the low estate 
Of him that hielp demands. 

5 They know not, nor will understand, 

In darkness they walk on ; 
Tlie earth's foundations aU are moved, 
And out of order gone. 

6 I said that ye were ffods. yea, nil 

The sons of God Most Higli : 

7 But ye shall die like men, ttnd fall 

As other princes dte. 

8 Rise, God; Judge thou the earth t» mighty 

This wicked eurth redress; 
For thou art he who shalt, by right. 
The nations all possess. 

PSALU LXXXIII. 

1 Be not thon silent noto at length, 

O God, hold not thy peace : 
Sit thou not still, O God o/stfenjtfh 
We cry, and do not cease. 

2 For lo, thyfuriotts foes now swell. 

And storm outrageously ; 
And they that hate thee, prottd andfdl. 
Exalt their heads full high. 

3 Against thy people they contrive 

Their plots and counsels deep ; 
Them to ensnare they chiefly strive, 
Whom thou dost hide and keep. 

4 Come let us cut them ofF, say they, 

Till they no nation be ; 
That Israel's name for ever may 
Be lost in memory. 

5 For they consult with all their might. 

And all, as one in mind. 
Themselves against thee tlicy unite. 
And in firm union bind. 

C The tents of Edom, and the brood 
Of scornful Ishmael, 
Moab, with them of Hacar's blood 
That in the desert dwelt. 

7 Gebal and Ammon, tJiere conspire. 

And hatful Amalec, 
Tlie Philistines, and they of Tyre, 
Whose bounds the sea doth check. 

8 With them great Ashnr also bands. 

And doth amiirm the knot ; 
All these have lent their armed hands 
To aid the sons of Lot. 

9 Do to them as to Midian bold. 

That toasted all the coast; 
To Sisera ; and, ns is told. 
Thou didst to Jabiu's host. 

When, at the brook of Kishon old, 
They were repulsed and slain, 
JO At Eudor quite off, and roll'd 
As dung upon the plain. 

11 As Zeb and Oreb evil sped, 

8o let their princes speed ; 
As Zeba and zalmunna bled. 
So let their princes bleed. 

12 For they amidst their pride have said, 

By right now shall we seize 
GkHTs honscs, and uHU now invade 
Tbeir atatety ptUAces, 
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13 My Ood, oh make them as a wheel, 

Ao quia let them find: 
Giddy and restless, let them veel. 
Like stubble from the wind. 

14 As w?ten an aged wood takes fire 

Which on a sudden strays. 
The greedy flame runs higher and higher. 
Till all the mountains blaze ; 

15 So with thy whirlwind them pursue. 

And with thy tempest chase ; 

16 And, till they yield thee honour due. 

Lord, fill with shame their face. 

17 Ashamed, and troubled, let them be. 

Troubled, and shamed for ever ; 
Ever confounded, and so die 
With shame, and "scape it never. 

18 Then shall they know, that thou, whose 

name, 
Jehovah is alone. 
Art the Most High, and thou, the same 
O'er all the earth, art. One. 

PSALM LXXXIV. 

1 How lovely are thy dwellings fair! 

O Lord of Hosts, how dear 
The pleasant tabernacles are. 
Where thou dost dwell so near! 

2 My soul doth long and almost die 

Thy courts, O Lord, to see; 
My heart and flesh aloud do cry, 
O living God, for thee. 

3 There even the sparrow. //'^erf/rom wrong. 

Hath found a house of rest; 
The swallow there, to lay her young. 
Hath built her brooding nest ; 

Even by the altars. Lord of Hosts, 

They find their safe abode; 
And home they fly from round the coasts 

Toward thee, my King, my God. 

4 Happy who in thy house reside, 

where thee they ever praise ! 

5 Happy, whose strength in thee doth bide. 

And in their hearts thy ways ! 

6 They pass through Bacca's tliirsty vale. 

That dry and barren ground: 
As through a fruitful watery dale. 
Where springs and showei-s abound. 

7 They Journey on from strength to strcngtli. 

With joy and gladsome cheer. 
Till all before our God at length. 
In Sion do appear. 

8 Lord God of Hosts, hear now my prayer, 

O Jacob's God, give ear : 

9 Thou, God, our shield, look on the face 

Of thy anointed dear. 

10 For one day in thy conrts to be. 

Is better) and more blest. 
Than in the joys of vanity 
A thousand days at best. 

I, in the temple of my God, 

Had rather keep a door, 
Than dwell in tents, and rich abode. 

With sin for evermore. 

11 For God, the Lord, b th sun and shield. 

Gives grace and glory bright : 
lHo good from them shall be withhdd 
VJnoae Yitt^B w» \vax »».^ t\«^t. 
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12 Lord Ood of Hosts, that reiffn'tt on fagh, 
Tlmt mao is trulv blest, 
AVho on/y on thee doth rely. 
And in thee only rest. 

PSALX LXZXV. 

1 TiTT land to favonr graclonaly 

Thou hast not, Lord, been slack ; 
Tlinn hast from hard captivity 
lictumcd Jacob back. 

2 The iniquity thoa didst forgive 

That tcrought thy people woe ; 
And all their sin that dtd thee grieve^ 
Uast hid where none shali know. 

S Thine ancrcr all thoa hadst removed, 
And calmly didst return 
From thy tlei-ce wrath, which wo had proved 
Far worse than Are to bum. 

4 God of our saving health and peace. 

Turn us. and us restore ; 
Thine indignation cause to cease 
Tuwai'ds us, and chide no niore. 

i Wilt thou be angry withoat end. 
For ever angry thus? 
Wilt thou thy frowning ire extend. 
From age to age on us ? 

■6 Wilt thou not turn and hear our toice, 
And us again revive. 
That so tliy people may rejoice, 
IJy thee preserved alive ? 

7 Cause us to see thy goodness, Lord, 
To us thy mercy show : 
Thy saving health to us afford. 
And life m us renew. 

5 And note, what God the Lord will speak, 

I will go straight and hear, 
For to his people he speaks peace; 
And to his saints fml dear^ 

To his dear saints he will speak peace ; 

But lot them never more 
lie turn to folly, but sitrcease 

To trespass as before. 

Surely, to such as do hhn fear. 

Salvation is at hand ; 
And glory shall ere long, appear^ 
To dwell within our laud. 

10 IMorcy and truth, that long were miss'd^ 

"Sovrjoiifullg are met ! 
Sir>^t peace and righteousness have kiss*d. 
And hand in hand are set. 

11 Truth from the earth, lUm to a flower^ 

Shall bud and blossom then; 
And justice from her heavenly bovver 
Look down on ntortal men, 

12 The Lord will also then bestow 

Whatever thing is good ; 
Our land shall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits, to be our food. 

IG Be -ore him righteousness shall go,x 
His royal harbinger: 
Then will lie come, and not be slow; 
His footsteps cannot err. 

PSALX LXXXVI. 

1 Tht gracious ear, O Lord, incline, 

O hear me, Itheepravj 
For I am poor, and almost pine 
Willi need, and sad decay. 



3 Preserve ray soul ; for I Itare trod 
Thy ways, and lore the Just : 
Save thou thy servant, O my tiod* 
Who still in thee doth tmat, 

3 Pity me. Lord, for dally thee 
I call ; [4] oh make rejoice 
Thv servant's soul : for, Lwrd, to tboe 
Ilift my soul and voice. 

5 For thou art good : thoa, Lord, art prcme 

To pardon, thou to all 
Art full of mercy, then alone^ 
To them that on thee call. 

6 Unto my supplication, Lord, 

Give ear. and to the cry 
Of my incessant prayers afford 
Thy hearhig graciously. 

7 I, In the day of my distress; 

Will call on thee^br aid: 
For tljou wilt gratU me free access, 
And answer what Ipray'cL 

8 Like thee among the gods Is none, 

Lord ; nor any works. 

Of all that other gods have doney 
Like to thy glorious works. 

9 The nations all whom thou hast made 

Shall come, and all shall fhame 
To bow them low before thee, Lord 
And glorify thr name. 

10 For great thou art, and wonders groat 
By thy strong hand are done ; 
Tliou, in thy everlastmg seat^ 
ICemaluest Uod alone. 

U Teach me, O Lord, thy way most right, 

1 in thy truth will bide : 

To fear thy name my heart unite. 
So shaU tt never slide. 

12 Thee will I praise, O Lord my God, 

Thee honour and adore 
Witli my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Tliy name for evermore. 

13 For great thy mercy is toward me. 

And then hast freed my soul. 
Ev'n from the lowest hell set free. 
From darkest darkness fouL 

14 O God, the proud against me rise. 

And violent men are met 
To seek my life, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have set. 

15 But thou, Lord, art the God most mild, 

I'eudiest thy grace to show. 
Slow to be angry, and art styled 
Most merciful, most true. 

IC O turn to me thy face at length. 
And me have mercy on: 
Unto thy servant give thy strength. 
And save tby handmaid's son. 

17 Some sign of good to me afford, 
And let my foes then see, 
And be ashamed ; because thon, Lord, 
Dost help and comfort me. 

PSALX LXXXVTI. 

1 Among the holy mountains high 

Is his foundation fast ; 
There seated is his sanctuary. 
His temple there ts paced. 

2 Sinn's fair gates the Lord loves more 

TliHu all tlie dwellings fair 
Of JucoU'& lonol^ tNQW^tMfr«\» «m%x 
And ollwitKiiwhxs ewr%. 
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The honied moon to shine by night. 
Amongst her spangled sisters briglit ; 

For his, Ac. 
lie, with his thnnder-claspin^' hand. 
Smote the first-born of Egypt land ; 

For his, Ac. 
And, in despite of Pharaoh fell. 
lie broaght from thence his Irsracl; 

For his, Ac. 
The raddy waves he cleft in twain 
Of the Kry thraen main ; 

For his, &c. 
The floo<ls stood still, like wnlls of gla«<^. 
While the Hebrew tmnds did pass ; 

For his, «fec. 
But full soon they did devour 
The tawny king with all his power ; 

For his, &c. 
His chosen people he did bless 
In the wasteful wilderness ; 

For his, <kc. 
In bloody battle he brought down 
Kings of prowess and renown ; 

For his, &Q, 



lie foil'd bold Seon and his host. 
Til at ruled the Amorrean coast ; 

For his, Ac. 
And large-limb'd Og he did subdue, 
Witli all his over-hardy crew ; 

For his. Ac 
And, to his servant, Israel, 
lie gave their luud therein to dwell ; 

For Ills, Ac 
Ho hath, with a piteous eye. 
Beheld us in our misery ; 

For his, Ac. 
And freed us from the slavery 
Of tlie invading enemy; 

For his, Ac. 
All living creatures he doth feed. 
And with full hand supplies their need ; 

Fo his, Ac. 
Let us, therefore, warble forth 
His mighty majesty and worth ; 

For his, Ac. 
That his mansion hath on high. 
Above the reach of mortal eye ; 

For his Ac. 
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CftniUdlora licet fu«rlnt Hbl tompora plnmls 

Sub quil>us accipiroas delitnlsse JoTcm ; 
O lU^nius ttimen Htemonio juvenescctre sacco, 

Di^ius in jEsonlos vivere posse dies. 
Diffiius qunn Stygiis modlc& revocarciab andls 

Arte Coronidcs, siepo rogante dea. 
Tu si jassus eras acies accire togatas, 

Kt culer h Phoebo nniitins ire tno. 
Talis in IliacA stabat Cyllenins anl& 

AIi|ios, stberiMi missus ab arce Patris 
Taii!« ot Kurybates ante ora furentis AchiUei 

Kfttnlit Atridie Jussa severa duels. 
Mii^ia sepnlchroruni retina, satelles Averni 

s.i>va nimis Musis, Palladi steva nlmis, 
Quin illos rapias qui pondus inutile terrae? 

Tnrba quiuein est telis ista petenda tnis. 
Vt'^'tilius nunc i^itur pnllis. Acadeniia, luge, 

Va uuideaut lacliryinis nigra feretra tuis. 
Fuudiit et ipsa modos querebnnda ElegSIa 
tristos, 

Persoiict et totts moenia moesta schoUs. 

III. 

ANNO iETATIS 17. 

In ohitum PrastUU Wintoniensis. 

M<E$TL\s cram, et tacltus, nullo comitante, 
sedobam. 

Ha>robantquc animo tristiaplnra in«o, 
Protinns en snbiit funestse cladis imago 

Fecit in Angliaco qnam Libitlna solo; 
Dnm proccruiu ingrussa est spleudcutesmarmore 
turres. 

Dira sepulchrali mors metuenda face; 
Pnlsavitquo auro gravidos et jasplde maros, 

Ncc metuit satrapnm stemere falce gregvs. 
Tunc memini clariqne dncis, fratrisqae vereDdi 

Intempestivis ossa cremata rogis : 
£t memini lleroam qaos vidlt ad rethera raptos, 

Flevlt et amissos Belgia tota duees. 
At te priecipofe Inxi di^iissime PrsBsnl, 

Wintonieqne olim gloria magna taaa; 
Delicni fletulet tristisic ore qoerebar, 

Mors fera, Tartareo diva secunda Jovl, 
l^onne satis quod sylva tuas persentiat iras, 

£t qnod in nerbosos jns tibi detnr agros, 
Qnodque afHata tno marcescant Ulia tabo, 

t,t crocus, et palcbr» Cypridi sacra rosa, 
Kec sinls ut senper flavlo contermiiiaqaerans 

Mirctur lapsus prsetereantis aqu»? 
Et tibi succumbit, liquido qn» plarlma cqbIo 

Evehitur pennls, quaraiibet augor avis, 
Et qnie mille nigrts errant animalta sylyis, 

Et qnod alunt mntum Proteos antra peeus. 
Invidia. tanti tibionm sitconoessapocestas; 

Quid juvat humnnft tfngero c«de nunras ? 
Kobiliqne in pectas cartas aenlsse saglttas, 

Semideamqne animam sedo fugftwe suft ? 
Talia dnm lacrvmans alto sobpectore yoIto, 

Koscidus oocidnlv Hespems exit aquls, 
£t Tartessiaco submerserat saqnore oormm 

Phoebus, ab Eiio littore menaas Iter. 
2s ec mora, membra cavo posui refovenda cubill, 

('ondid(>rant oculos noxque soporque meos : 
Cinn mihi visns eram lato spatiarler agro, 

lieu ucquit ingenium visa referre meaaL 
lUic pnnioeA radiabant omnia Inoe, 

Uc matntino cam juga sole rebent. 
Ac vcluti cam pandit opes Thaumantla proles. 

Vest it u nituit mnitlcolore solum. 
Non dea tarn variis ornnvit floribus hortos 

Alcinol, Zepbyro Chlorls amata levi. 
Flumina vemautes laml)unt argentea campos, 

Ditior Hcsperio flavet arena Tago. 
4Serpit odoriferas per opes levis aura Fnvonl, 

Anra sub innumerls hnmida nata rosla, 
Talis in extremis terrte (langetidis oris 

Lnclfcri regis lingitur os^e domus. 
Ip e racimiforis dnm dcnsas vitlbns nmbraa 

Et pelluccntes miror ubinue locos, 
Ecce mihi subito Prrosul Wintonius astat, 

Sidereum nitido fulfit in ore iubar : 
Testis ad auratos defluxit Candida talos, ■ 



Infnla diriumn'cinxerat alba caput, 
Dumqne senex tali incedit veneraudiu amictn, 

liitromnit laeto floraa terra sono. 
Agmina gemmatis plaudnnt coclcstia pennls, 

Pura triumphali personat aethra tubft. 
Quisqnc novum amplexu comitem cantaqne 
salntat, 

Tlosqnc aliquis placido mlslt ab ore sonos : 
Nate veni, et patrii felix cape gaudia regni. 

Semper ab bine duro, nate, iaborc vaca. 
Dixit, ct aligcrte tetlgerunt nablla turaue. 

At mllii cum tenebrls anrea pulsa quiea. 
FIcbHui tnrbatos CephaleiA |>eillce somnos, 

Talia contingant somnia ssepe mihi. 

IV. 
AimO iSTATIS 18. 

Ad 77u>mutn /tmtttin, Prtecej^orem »uum^ apud 
Jdercatwrea Angheos, HanUmrgaa Affente$t pat- 
torts munere/ungentem, 

CuRKK per immensum subitb, mea Uttera 
pontnm, 

I, pete Tentonicos lieve per aeqnor ag^os; 
Segues rumpo moras, et nil, precor, obstet eunt!, 

Et fcstinantis nil remoretur iter. 
Ipse ego Sicanio fraenantem carcere ventos 

JEolon, et virides solllcitabo Deos, 
Cieruleamque suis comitatam Dorida Nympbls, 

Ut tibi dent placidam per sua regna vmm. 
At tu, si potens. celeres tibi sume jugales, 

Vecta quibus Colchis fngit ab ore virl. 
Aut quels Triptolemus Scythlcas devenit in oraa 

Oratus EleusinA missus ab urbe pner. 
Atque ubi Oermanas flavere videbis arenas 

Ditis ad HambnrgsB mcenia flecte gnidum, 
Dicltur ocdso qus ducere nomen ab Ham&, 

Cimbrica qukm fertur clava dcdisse neci. 
Vivit ibi antiqa clams pletatis bonore 

Prsesul Christicolas pascere doctoa oves ; 
nie qnidem est animn plusquam para altera 
nostrie ! 

Dimidio vitae vivere cogor ega 
Hei mihi quot pelagi, quot montea interject! 

Me faciunt allA parte carrc mei! 
Charior ille mibl qukm tu doctisslme Grainm 

Cliniadi, pronepos qui Telamonis erat; 
Qnamque Stagirites generoso magnns aiamno, 

Quem peperit Lybico Chaonis ahaa. JovL 
Quails Amyntorldes, quails PhllyrSina Heros 

Myrmidonum regi, talis et ille mihL 
Primus ego Amnios lllo praeeunte recessus 

Lustrabam, et bifldl sacra vlreta jugl, 
Pleriosque hausi latices, Clioqne favente, 

Castalio sparsi laeta eer ora mero. 
Flammens at signum ter viderat arletla .£Uion, 

Induxltqne auro lanea terga novo. 
Bisque novo terram sparsistlChlorl senilem 

Oramine. bisque tuas abstulit Anster opetc 
Necdum ejus liunit mihi Inmina pascere vultu, 

Aut lingae dulccs aure bibisae sonos. 
Vade igitur, cursuque Eurum praeverte 
sonorum, 

Qu&m sit opus monitls ros docet, ipsa vides. 
Invenies dulci cum conjuge fortd sedentem, 

Mulcentem gremio pignora cbara suo, 
Forsitan aut veternm praelarga volmnina 
patmm 

Versantem, aut veri blblla sacra Del, 
Coelestive animas saturantem rore tenellas, 

Grande salutlferaa religionis opus. 
Ctqne solet, mnltam sit dlcere cure salntem, 

Dicere quam decnit, si modo adesset, herum 
Ha^c qnoque, paulnm ocnlos in humum deflxa 
modestos 

Verba verecundo sis memor ore loqni : 
IIa>c tibi, si teneris vacat inter pra&lia Musis, 

Mittit ab Angliaco littore Ada manus. 
Accipe sincernm, qnamvis sit sera, salutem; 

Fiat et hoc ipso gratior ilia tibi. 
Sera qnidem, sed vera fuit, qnam casta receglt 

leans ii lento P«\v(Vv^V».NVt^. 
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Ast ego quid volui manifestnm toUere crimen. 

Ipse qaod ex omni parte levare nequit ? 
Argnltur tardus mentb, noxauque latetur. 

£t pndet offlcium dcserulsse sunin. 
Tn modb da veniam fasso. vcniamqno roganti, 

CrimiHa diminnl, quae patnere, soient. 
Non (eras in pavidos rictus didncit liiantes 

Vulniflco pronos ncc rapit uugue leo. 
8aBpe sarissiferi crudeiia pectora Thrucis 
Snpplicis ad moestas delicluere preccs. 
Extenaaeque manus avcrtnnt fnlmlnis iutns. 

Placat ct iratos hostin parva Dcos. 
Jamqne diu scripsisse tibi fuit impetus illi, 

Neve moras ultra ducere passus Amor. 
Nam vaga Fama refert, lieu nuntia vera 
malorum! 
In tibi flnitimls bella tumere locis, 
Teqne tnamque urbcm trucululento militc cingl, 

£t Jam Saxon icos arma parassc duces. 
Te circum latfe campos populator Enyo, 

Et sata came virum jam cruor arva rlgat ; 
Grermanisque sunm concessit Thracia Martem, 

llluc Odrysios Mars luiter eglt equos : 
Perpetubque comans jam deflurescit oliva, 

Fugit et lerisonam Dlvi perosa tubam, 
Fugit io terris, et jam non ultima vlrgo 

Creditur ad superas justa volassc domos. 
Tc taracn Interea belli cl cumsonat horror, 

Vivis et ignoto solus inopsqnc solo; 
Et, tibi quam patrll non exhlbuere penates, 

Sede peregrina qnasrls egenus opem. 
Patria oura parens, et saxis sasvior albis 

Spumea quae pulsat llttoris nnda tul, 
Siccine tc decet innocuos exponere foetus, 

Slccine in exteruam ferrea cogls hnmum. 
Et slnis nt terris quaerant allmenta remotls 

Quos tibi prosplciens mlserat ipse Dens, 
Et qui laeta ferunt de coelo nuntia, qnlqui 

Quae via post cineres ducat ad astra. docent? 
Dlgna quidcm Stygiis quae vivas clausatenebris, 

iBternftqne animae dlgna perire fame ! 
Hand aliter vates terras Ihcsbitidis olim 

Presslt Inassueto devla tcsqua pede, 
Desertasque Arabum salebras, dnm regis 
Achabi 
Effugit atqne tnas, Sldonl dlra, manus. 
Talis et hornsono laceratns membra flugello, 

Panlus ab iBmathl^ pellitur nrbe Cilix. 
Piscosaeque ipsum Oergessae clvls ISsum 

Finibns ingratus jussit abire suis. 
At tu sume animos, nee spes cadat anxia cnris, 

Nee tna concutiat decolor ossa metus. 
Sis etenim qnamvis fulgcntibus obsltus annls, 

Intententqne tibi millla tela necem. 
At nnllis vel inerme latus violabiter armis, 

Deque tuo cuspls nulla cruore bibet. 
Namqne eris ipso Dei radlante sub aegide tutus, 

Ille tibi custos, et pugil ille tibi ; 
nie Slonaeae qui tot sub m<cnibns arcis 

Assyrios fudlt nocte silente vlros ; 
Inqne fugam vertit qnos in Samarltldas oras 

Misit ab antlquls prisca Damascus agris, 
Terruit et densas pavido cum rege cohortes, 

ASre dum vacuo bncclna clara sonat. 
Cornea pulvereum dum verbcrat ungula cam- 
pum, 
Cnrrus arenosam dum quatit actls humum 
Auditnrque hlnuitus cquornm ad bella ruon- 
tfim, 
Et strepitus ferrl, murmuraque alta vlrQm. 
Et tu (quod supercst mlseris) sperare memento, 

Et tna magnanimo pectore vince mala : 
Nee dnbltes quandoque fml melloribus annis, 
Atque itemm patrfos posse videre lares. 

V. 
A1«N0 iETATIS 20. 

In Adventum Veris. 

Is 86 perpetoo Tempns rcvolubile gyro 
Jam revocat Zcphyros vere tepente novos ; 

Indoitnrque brevcm Tellns reparata juventam, 
^Ainqne soiuta gelu dalce virescit humus. 



Fallor? an et nobis redeimt in carmina vireff, 

Ingeniumque mihi munere veris adest ? 
Munere veris adest, itemmque vigescit ab illo 

(Quis putet) atque aliqnod jam aibi poscit 
opus. 
Castalis ante oculos, bifldumqao cacomen ober- 
rat, 

Et mihi Pyrencn somnia nocte femnt ; 
Concitaque arcano fervent mihi pectora niotu. 

Et furor, et sonitus me sacer intlis ug^t. 
Delius Ipae venit, video Peneide iauro 

Implicltos crlnes, Delius ipse venit. 
Jam mihi mens liquidi raptatur in ardna cooli, 

Perque umbras, perque antra feror penetralia 
vntum 

Et mihi fana patent intcrlora DeUm ; 
Intuiturqne animus toto quid agatnr Olympo, 

Ncc fugiunt oculos Tartara caeca meos. 
Quid tam grande sonat distento splritns ore ? 

Quid parlt haec rabies, quid sacer iste furor? 
Ver mihi, quod dedit Ingenium, cantabitur illo ; 

Profuerint isto reddita dona modo. 
Jam Philomela tuos foliis adoperta novellis 

Instituis modnlos, dum silet omne ncmns : 
Urbe ego, tu sylv& simul incipiamas utrlquc, 

Et simul adventum veris uterque canat, 
Veris io redlere vices, celebremns honores 

Veris, et hoc snbeat Musa perennis opus. 
Jam sol JSthlopas fugiens Tithoniaque arvn, 

Flectit ad Arctoas aurea lora plagas. 
Est breve noctls iter, brevis est mora noctis 
opacae, 

Horrida cum tenebris exulat ilia suis. 
Jamque Lycaonius planstrum coeleste Bootes 

Non longft sequitur fessus ut ante vi& : 
Nunc etlam soiitas circum Jovis atria toto 

Excubias agltant sidera rara polo. 
Nam dolus, et caedes, et vis cum nocte recessit, 

Neve Olganteum Dli timnere scelus 
Forte allquis scopnli recnbans in vortice pastor, 

Koscida cum primo sole rnbescit humus, 
Hac, ait, hac cert^ camistl nocte puellft, 

Phoebe, tuft, celeres quae retineret equos. 
Laeta suas repetit sylvas, pharetramqae reso- 
mlt 

Cynthia, Luciferas ut videt alta rotas, 
Et tenues ponens radios gandore videtor 

Offlcium fieri tam breve fratris ope. 
Desere, Phoebus alt, thalamos Aurora seniles. 

Quid juvat effoeto procnbnisse toro? 
Te manet CEoUdes vlrdl venator in herba. 

Surge, tuos Ignes altus Hymettus habet. 
Flava verecnudo dea crimen in ore fatetur, 

Et matutinos ocins nrget equos. 
Exult invisam Tellus rediviva senectam, 

Et cupit amplexus, Phoebe, sublre tuos ; 
Et cnplt, et dlgna est, quid enim formosius Illft, 

Pandit nt onmiferos luxnriosa sinus, 
Atque Arabum splrat messes, et ab ore venusto 

Mltia cum Papnlis f undit amoma rosis ! 
Ecce, coronatur sacro Irons ardua luco, 

Cingit nt Idaeam pinea turris Opim ; 
Et vario madldos intexlt flore caplllos, 

Florlbus et visa est posse placere suis. 
Floribus effuso at erat redlmita caplllos 

Tenario placnit diva Slcana Deo. 
Aspice, Phoebe, tibi faciles hortantur amores, 

Mellltasque movent flamina vema preces. 
Cinnamea Zepbyrus leve plaudit odorifer aia 

Blandltiasque tibi ferre videntnr aves. 
Nee sine dote tuos temeraria quasrit amores 

Terra, nee optatos poscit egena toros: 
Alma salutifemm medicos tioi gramen in nsos 

Praebet, et hinc titnlos adjnvat ipsa tuos. 
Qubd si te pretlum, si te fnlgentia tangant 

Mnnera (mnneribns saepe coemptus Amor), 
nia tibi ostentat quascunque sub aequore vasto, 

Et superinjectis montibus abdlt opes. 
Ah ! qnoties cum tu cllvoso fessus Olympo 

In vespertinas prascipitaris aquas. 
Cur te, inqnit, cursn languentem, Phoebe, 
diumo 

Ilesperiis recipit Caerula mater aqnis ? 
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Quid tibi cam Tetby? Quid cum Tartesaide 



lympha, 
I Quia ' 



Dia quid immando perlnis ora salo ? 
Frieora, Pboebe, meft melins captabis in mnbrft, 

Hac ades. ardentes imbas rore comas. 
Mollior egelidft veniet tibi somnas in berb&, 

Hnc adeSf et gremio lamina pone mea 
Qakqae jaces circam moleebit lene sassorrans 

Aura per hamentes corporo tasa rosas. 
Nee me (crede mihi) torrent Semelgia fata. 

Nee Pliaetonteo famidas axis equo ; 
Cam to, PhoBbe, tao saplentias atteris igni, 

Hnc ades, et gremio lamina pone mea 
Sic Tellas lasciva saoos suspirat amores ; 

Matris in exemplum c«tera tarba raont. 
None etenim totn carrit vagas obe Capido, 

Langaentesque fovet solis ab igne faces. 
Insonaere novis lethalia comaa nenris, 

Triste micant ferro tella conisca novo. 
Jamque vel invictam tentat saperasse Dianam, 

Qnaeqae sedet sacro Vesta pndica foco. 
Ipsa senesceutem reparat Yenas annaa formam, 

Atqae iteram tepido creditar orta mart. 
Marmoreas Javenes clamant Hymenaee per 
nrbes, 

Littas io Hymen, et cara saxa sonant. 
Cultior iUe venit tanicftqae decentior &pta, 

Panicenm redolet vestls odora crocam. 
Egreditarqae f reqaens ad amoeni gaadia veris 

Virgineos anro cincta paella sinus. 
Votnm es tcaiqae saam, votam est tamen omni- 
bas nnam ; 

(Jt sibi quem capiat, det Cytherea viram. 
Nunc quoqae septen& modulatur arundine 
pastor, 

Et sua qus Jangat carmma PhyUis habet. 
Navita noctnmo placat saa sidera canta, 

Delphinasque leves ad vada summa vocat. 
Jupiter ipse alto cum conjuge ladit Olympo, 

Convocat et famuios ad sua festa Deos. 
Nunc etiam Satyri cum sera crepuscola sorgont, 

Pervolitant celerl florea rura cboro. 
Sylranusque suA cyparissi fronde revinctus, 

Semicaperque Deus, semideusque caper. 
Qaa»qae sub arboribus Dryades uttuere vetastis 

Per juga, per solos expaliantur agros. 
Per sata Inxuriat fruticetaque Masnalius Pan, 

Vix Cybele mater, -\ix sibi tuta Ceres ; 
Atque aliquam cupidus prsedatur Oreada 
Faunas, 

Consulit in trepidos dam sibi nympha pedes, 
Jamque latet latitansqae caplt male tecta 
viderl, 

Et fugit, et fugiens pervelit ipsa capL 
Dii quoqae non dubitant coelo prsponere sylvas, 

Et sua qulsque sibi numina lucus habet. 
Et sua qulsqae diu sibi numina Incus habeto. 

Nee Yos arborea dii precor ite domo. 
Te referant miseris te, Jupiter, anrea terris 

Ssecla, quid ad niml>os aspera tela redis ? 
Tn saltem lent^ rapidos age Phosbe Jugalcs 

Quk potes, et senslm tempora veris eant ; 
Bnunaque productas tarde ferat bispida noctes, 

Ingruat et nostro serior ombra polo. 

VI. 
AJ> CAKOLUlf DKODATUM. BURI COMMOSANTEIT, 

Qui eum IdUnu Deeemb. scrfpsisset, et sua earmina 
excwari postukuset si sonto minus essent bona^ 
quod inter lautUias quibtis erat a6 anUcu excep- 
tus, baud satis felicem operam Musis dare se 
posse qfiitnadcU^ hoc habuU responsum. 

MiTTO tibi sanam non pleno ventre salutem, 

Qua ta distento forte carere potes. 
At tna quid nostram prolectat musa camoenam. 

Nee sinit optatas posse sequi tenebras? 
Carmine scire \ ells quiim teredamemqne colam- 

3ue, 
e mihi vix hoc carmine scirce queas. 
Nam neqae nostcr amor moduils Includltur 
arctis, 
Ncc venit ad claudos Integer Ipse pedes. 



Qu&m bene solennes epnlas, hllaremque Dccem- 
brim, 

Festaqae coslif agam qus colnere Deum, 
Delidasque refers, hvbemi gaadia ruris, 

Uaustaque per tepfdos Gallica mnsta f ocos ! 
Quid qnereris refu^m vino dapibusqne poesin? 

Carmen amat Baccum, earmina Bacchus 
amat. 
Nee pnduit Phoebum virides gestasse corymbos, 

Atque hederam lauro prseposnisse suae. 
Ssepius Aoniis clamavat collibus Euoe, 

Mista Thvoneo turba novena cboro. 
Naso Corallaeis mala earmina misit ab agris : 

Non illic epulse, non sata vitis erat. 
Qaid nisi vina, rosasque racemiferumque Ly- 
SBum 

Cantavit brevibns TSia Musa modis ? 
Pindaricosque Inflat numeros TCumesius Euan, 

Et redolet sumtum pagina qusque merum ; 
Dum gravis everso currus crepat axe supinus, 

Et volatEleo pulvere fuseus equcs. 
Qaadrimoque madens Lyricen Bomanus Inccho 

Duice canit Glyceran flavicomamqao Cltloeii. 
Jam quoque lauta tibi generoso mensa paratu 

Mentis alit vires, Ingeninmqne fovet. 
Massiea foeoundam despumant pocula vcnara, 

Fundis et ex ipso condita metra cado. 
Addimus his artes, fosumque per intima Phoc- 
bum 

Corda. favent uni Bacchus, Apollo, Ceres. 
Scilicet hand mirum tam dulsia earmina per tc 

Numine composito, tres peperisse Deos. 
Nunc quoque Thressa tibi cslato barbitos anrcv 

Insonat argut& moUiter Icta mann ; 
Auditurqae chelys suspensa tapetia circam, 

Virgineos tremuld qus arte pedes, 
nia tuas saltem teneant spectacula Musas, 

Et revocent, quantum crapula pellit incrs. 
Crede mihi dam psallit ebur, comitataque plec- 
trum 

Implet odoratos festa choreas tholos. 
Perefpies tacitom per pectora serpere Phoebum, 

Quale repentinus permeat ossa calor, 
Perque puellares oculos dlgltumque sonantem 

Irmet in totos lapsia Thalia sinus. 
Namque Elegia levis moltorum cnra Dcorum 

Et voeat ad numeros qnemlibet ilia snos : 
Liber adest eleges, Eratoque, Ceresque, Ye- 
nusqne, 

Et cum purpuer& matre tenellus Amor. ; 
Tabiius Inde licent convivla larga poetis, 

Saspins et veteri commaduisse mero. 
At qui Bella refert, et aduito sab Jove coelam, 

Heroasque pios, semideosque duces, 
Et nunc sancla canit supemum consulta deco- 
rum. 

Nunc latrata fero regna profunda cane. 
Hie quidem parc^ Samii pro more magistri 

Yivat, et innocnos praBoeat herba cibos ; 
Stet prope fagineo pellucida lympha eatiUu, 

Sobriaque e puro pocula fonte bibat. 
Additur huie scelerlisqae vacans, et casta iuven- 
tus, 

Et rigidi mores, et sine labe manns. 
Quails veste nitens sacra, et lustralibus ondis 

Surgis ad infensos augur iture Deos. 
Hoc rltu vixisse ferunt post rapta sagacem 

Lumina Tiresian, Ogygiumque Linon, 
Et lare devoto profngum Calcnanta, senemque 

Orpheon edomitis sola per antra fcris ; 
Sic dapis exiguus, sic rivi potor Homerus 

Dulfehium vexit per freta longa virum, 
Et per monstriflcam Perseis Phoebados aulam, 

Et vada foemineis insidiosa sonis, 
Perque tuas rex ime domes, ubi sanguine nigro 

Dicitur umbrarum detinnisse greges. 
Dils etenim saccrest vates, divUmqno sncurdos, 

Spirat et oecultum pectus, et ora Jovcm. 
At tu siqnid agam scitabere (si modb stiltom 

Esse pntas tanti noseere siqnid npim) 
Pnciferum canimus cosiesti semine regem, 

Faastaque sacratis soecula \}act&^Vv<£S&^ 
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VagitmiMine Dei, et stabolantem panpere tecto 
Qui Ruprema sao cnm patre refma collt, 
iStellipannnqne polum, modulantesqae arthne 
tnrnias. 

Et snbltb elisos ad sua fana Deos. 
Dona qoidem dedltnus Ctaristi natalibns ilia, 

Ula sub auroram lax mlhi prima tuUt. 
Tc quoqae pressa mancnt patriis meditata cicu- 
tis, 

Ta mibi, cni recltem, jadicis iiwtar eris. 

VIL 
AITNO MJATia 19. 

KoNDmr blanda tnas Ic^^es, Amathnsia noratn, 

£t Paphio vaouum pectas ab iffne fait. 
Saspe cupldineas, poerilla tella, saggitas, 

Atqae taom sprevi maxime namen Amor. 
Tu paer imbelles dlxi transfige colambas, 

ConveRiant tenero mollia bella duel. 
Aat do passeribos tamldos age, parre, trinm- 
phos, 

Haec sunt militis digna trophsa tnas. 
In genus hnmanum quid inanla dirigis anna ? 

>«on valet in fortes ista pharetra viros. 
Non tnlit hoc Cyprias(neqae enim Deus ullas ad 
iras 

Promptior), et duplicilam ferns igne calet. 
Yer erat, et summaB radians per colmina vilas 
Attulerat primam lax tibi, Male, diem : 
At mihi iadhuc refegam qusrelmnt Itunina noc 
tern. 

Nee matutlnnm snstlnnere Jnbar. 
Astat Amor lecto, pictis amor impiger alls, 

Prodldit astantem mota pharetra Deam: 
Prodidit et fades, et dolce minantis ocelli, 

Et quicqaid puero dignum et Amore fait. 
Talis in »temo*Jitvenis mgeins Olympo 

Miscet amatori pocala plena Jovi ; 
Ant qui formosas pellexit ad oscula nymptaas 

ThiodamantflBas Naiade raptns Hylas. 
Addideratqoe iras, sed et has decaisse patares, 

Addideratqae truces, nee sine feUe mlnas. 
Et miser exemplo sapuisses tntiiis, inquit, 

None mea quid possit dextera testis eris. 
Inter et expertos vires nnmerabere nostras, 

Et faciam vero per taa damna fidem. 
Ipse ego, si nescis, strato Pythone saperbnm 

Edomui Phoebum, cesslt et ille mihi ; 
Et quoties meminit Pengidos, ipse fatetnr 

Certius et gravitis tela nocere mea. 
Me neqnit addnctom carvare peritiOs arcum. 

Qui post terga solet vinoere Parthus eques: 
Cydoniasque mihi cediC venator, et ille 

inscias uxori qui necis author erat. 
Est etiam nobis mgens quoqae victas Orion, 

Herculeffiqne manns, Herculeusqae comes. 
Jupiter ipse licet sua fuimlna torqueat in me, 

Hsercbunt lateri spicula.nostra Jovis. 
Cffitera qas dubitas melitis mea tela docebunt, 

Et tua non levitar corda petenda mihi. 
2^ec te, stnlte, taaB poterunt defendere Mmsfls, 

Nee tibi Phoebsus porriget anguis opem. 
Dixit, et aurato qnatlens mucrone sagittam, 

Evolat in tepidos Cypridos ille sinus. 
At mlhi risnro tonuit ferns ore minaci, 

Et mihi de puero non metns ullas erat. 
Et modb qnli nostri spatiantnr in urbe Quirites, 

Et mod6 vUIamm prozlma nuca placent 



Turlm ftoquens, fsd^qoe sfmOUaia torto dear- 
am 

Bplendlda per medias ttqae redltqiw vlas. 
Auetaqne luce dies gendno ftUgore ceroMat, 

Fallor? an et rsdioc bine qvoqoe PlMBbw ba- 
bet. 
Hffic ego non fast spectaeala grata sevenu, 

Impetus et quo me fert javeniUs, ag«r. 
Lnmina Inminibas mal^ providus obvia misl. 

Neve oenlos potal ctmunnisse meetk 
Un%m fortfe alils saperemimiisse notabam, 

Principium nostri lux erat iUa malL 
Sic Venus optaret mOTtalibns ipsa vidert, 

Sic regina Dedm eonspicienda fait. 
Hanc memor objeeit neMs mains ille -Cuirfde, 

8olus et hos nobis texuit ant^ doles. 
Nee procul ipse vafer Intuia, multoqne sagittae, 

£t facls h. tergo grande pependlt onns. 
Nee mora, nunc cillis n»sit, nune virgiBis 
ori, 

Insilit hinc labiis, insidet inde genis : 
Et quascnnque agilis partes jaculator <rt>emt, 

Hey mihi, mille loeis pectus inenne ferit. 
Protinus insoliti snbierant corda furores, 

Uror amans inths, flammaque totus eram 
Interea misero qus jam mihi sola plaeebat, 

Ablata est octuis non reditura meis. 
Ast ego progredior taeitd qaerebnndas, et ex- 
cors, 

Et dubius volui saepe referre pedem. 
Findor et hsec remanet ; seqnitur pan alteta 
votum, 

Raptaque tam subitb gaudia flere javat. 
Sic dolet amissium proles Janonia csalom. 

Inter Lemniacos prsecipitata focos. 
Talis et abretum solem re^Mxit, ad Orenm 

Vectus, ab attonitis Amphiarns equls. 
Quid faciam infelix, et lucta victus? amores 

Nee licet inceptos ponere, neve seqnl. 
O utinam spectare semel mihi detur amatoa 

Uuitns, et coram tristia verba loqui ; 
Forsitan et dnro nonst adamante creata. 

Forte nee ad nostras sardeat ilia preees. 
Crede mlhi, nuUns sic infeDolter arsit, 

Ponar in exemplo primus et imns ego. 
Parce precor, teneri cum sis Deas ales amoris, 

Pngnent ofBdo nee tna facta tuo. 
Jan tuns O certft est mihi fonnidabilis areas, 

Nate de&, Jaculis nee minns igne potans: 
Et tua f umabunt nostris altaria donls. 

Solus, et in snperis tu mihi sammna eris. 
Deme meos tandem, verhm nee deme farorea, 

Nescio cnr, miser est suavlter omnis amans: 
Tu mode da facilis, postlusc mea siqna fntnra 

Cuspis*amaturo8 flgat at ana dooa. 



HiEC ego mente oUm !«▼&, stndioqiie snpino 

NequitisB posai vana trophssa men. 
Scilicet abreptom sic me mains Impolit error* 

Indocilisqne »tas prava magistra fntt. 
Donee Socraticos ambrosa Aeademia rtroa 

Prsbuit, admissum dedocuitqne Jugum. 
Protinas extinctis ex illo tempore flammis, 

Cincta rigent muito pectora nostra min^ 
Unde snis frigos metoit puer ipse sagutia, 

Et Diomedeiun Tim timet ipsa Yanoa. 



EPIGRAMMATUM LIBER. 



I. 

IN PKODmOmCM BOMBABDICAH. 

Cub simul in regcm nuper satrabasque Britan- 
nos 

Ansus es Infandnm, perflde Fauxe, nefas, 
Fallor ? an et niitis volulsti ex parte videri, 

£t pensare malA com pietate scelas? 
Scilicet hos alti missnras ad atria, c<Bli, 

Solphureo enrro flamiuivolisqne rotis. 
Qnaliter Ule feris capnt inriolable Parcis 

Liquit ISrdanios turbine raptas agros. 

II. 

IN BANDEK. 

SicciNE tentasti coelo donftsse lacobnm 

Qaa» septemgemino Bellua monte lates ? 
:Ni lueliora taum poterit dare niunera nanicn, 

Parce precor donis insidiosa tuls : 
Ille qtiidem sine te consortia serus adivit 

Astra, nee infenii pniverin asos ope. 
Sic potiUs foedus in coelam pelle cucnllos, 

£t quot taabei bratos Roma profana Deos, 
Namqae hac aut aii& nisi quemque udjuvcris 
arte, 

Crede milii, coeli vix bene scondet iter. 

III. 

IN EANDEM. 

PuBOATOBEH animae derisit lacobns igneni, 

Et sine qao saperdm non adeunda domus. 
Frenduit lioc trinft monstraiu Latiale coronfl, 

Movit et horriflcam cornaa dena minax. 
Et nee inultos ait teiunes mea sacra Britaiinc, 

SuppUciam spreta religione dabis. 
Et si stelligeras unquam penetraveris arces, 

Non nisi per flauimas tnste patebit iter. 
O avikm fanesto cccinisti proxJma vero. 

YerbaqaejQondcribas vix caritura suis! 
Nam prope xartarcu sublime rototus ab igni 

J bat ad setheras, umba perusta, plagas. 

IV. 
IN BANDBU. 

QuBM modd Roma snis devoverat impia diris, 
Et Styge damn&rat Tsenarioque sina, 

Hunc, vice mutatft, Jam toliere gestit iid astra 
£s cupit ad saperos evehere usque Deos. 

V. 
IN INVENTOBEX BOMBABD.S. 

Iapbtionidem laudavit caeca vetnstas, 

Qni tulit aetheream soils ab axe f acem : 
At mihi major erit, qui Inrida creditnr anna, 
• Et trifldum fulmcn surripulsse Jovi. 

VI. 
AD LEONOBAM BOILS CAICENTEH. 

Akgblos unicniqae snns (sic crcdite gentes) 
Optigit aetberis ale ? ab ordinibus. 

Suid mimm ! Jl«onora tibi si gloria major? 
am tua praesentem vox sonat ipsa Denm. 
Ant Dcas, aut dacui certfe mens tertia coeli 
Per tua secretO guttora serpit ageus: 



Serpit agens, faciliqne docet mortalia corda 
Sensim immortali assnescere posse sono. 

Qnbd si cuncta quidem Dens est, per cnntaque 
fusus. 
In te uufie loquitur, caetera mutus liabet. 

VII. 
AO lANDEX. 

Alteba Torquatom cepit Leonora poetam, 

Cujus ab iusano cessit emore furcns. 
Ah miser ille tuo quantb felicIUs aevo 

Perditus, et propter te, Leonora, forct ! 
Et te Pieria sensisset voce canentem 

Aurea matemae flla movere lyra^ 
Qnamvis Uircaeo torsisset lumina Pentheo 

Saevior, aut totus desipuisset incrs, 
Tn tamen errantes caeca vertigne sensns 

Voce eadem poterascomposuissc tiift ; 
Et noteras, aegro spirans snb corde, quietem 

FlexaQimo cantu restituisse bibL 

vin. 

AD EANDEM. 

Cbedula quid Uquidam Sirena, Nenpoli. jactas^ 

Clar^qae Partbenopcs fana Acheluiados, 
Littoreamque tu& defunctam Naiada rip& 

Corpore Chaldidico sacra dedisse rogo ? 
nia quidem vivitque, et amcen& Tibridis uud& 

Mutavit rauci murmura Pausilipi. 
lUic RomulidcLm stndiis ornata secnndis. 

Atque aomines cantu detiuet atque Deos. 

IX. 
IN SALXNASII nUNDBEADM. 

Quia ezpedivit Salmassio suam Hundredam., 
Piclimque docnit verba nostra conari? 
Magister artis venter, et Jacobaei 
Centum, exulantis viscera marsnpii regis. 
Qnbd si dolosi spes ref ulserit nnmrai. 
Ipse, Antichristi qui modb primatum Papae 
Minatus nno est dissipare sufSatn, 
Cantabit ultrb Cardinalitium melos. 

X. 

IN SALUASIXm. 

Gaudbtb scombri, et qnicquid et piscium saIo» 
Qui f rigid& hjeme incolitis algentes f reta ; 
VestrfUu misertus ille SalmasTns, Eqnes 
Bonus, amicise nuditatem cogitatat ; 
Cbartaeque largus apparat papyrinos 
Yobis cttcullos. praeferentcs Claudii 
Insignia, nomenqne et decns, SalmasU : 
Uestetis nt peromnecetarinm forum 
Eqnitis clientes, scriniis mnngentinm 
Cubito virorum, et capsnlis, gratissimos. 

XI. 
IN MOKUIC. 

Galu ex concubitu gravidam t?, Pontia, Mori, 
Quis ben^ moratam,.morigenUnqne, negct ? 

XIL 
APOLOaUS DB BUSnCO ET HEBO. 

Eusncus ex malo sapidissima poma qnotannis 
Legit, et urbano lectadcdit Domino: 
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Hinc IncrcdiblH frnctfls dnlcedlne captns 

Malum i|»s:un in proprliis transtullt areolas. 
IlHCteuns llla foriix, sed lonjfo debilia obvo, 

:^l<)to solo assueto, proteniis aret iners. 
Quod tandem at patnit Domino, spc lusus 
inani, 

Uamnavit celeres in sua damna raanns ; 
Atque alt, lieu qnautb aatuis fnit ilia Colonl 

(i'arva licet) grato dona tulisse animo ! 
Possem ego avarlatam franarc gulamqne 
voraceni : 

Nunc periere mlUl ct fccutus et ipse parens. 



XIIL 



AD CUIBISTINAM SUBCOBUX REGXNAM, KOSOKE 
CROMWELLI. 

Bbllipoteks Virgo, septem Reglna Trionnm, 

Christina, Arctoi laclda stella poll ! 
Cemis, quas mem! durft and casside, rugras, 

Utque sencx, armis impiger. era tero ; 
Invia fatoram dam per vestigia niter. 

Exeqaor et populi fortia jussa mann. 
Ast tibi sabmittit frontem reyerentior umbra: 

Nee sunt hi Toltos Bcgibas usqae truces. 



STLVA8UM IIBEB. 



Ti-btilnlDr JnciuBlim. doljqfl?; 

il.jrWm'^oKnifiion'feroi S regie! 

.tic Innlo tnrpl PiUndte taTiJie 
VliliHBl Dcd9DiD Illori,IlBctortii, ant 
Qoim Isna Pi^Udii unniL 

-ffldiU Boroa om vlrgl, 

Anoa iDedcDtlliD. igoouquo craialon. 

" EarTpjU ce?iaiiiMi°basia 
LlMliKlpI nee 10 Phlljrele, 






flDcpnlleaU.lstjitriB 



lntwqu FbUch | 
GI71I0 gpsilan 



JoqqQiijiicJntiiui orc- 



Jtii pint extrnnt milnii neobm sti arcu 
Teacrl«mu popalM, latUu paMntli regu 

Scepcn Clledanili «ulliu«at AngUea ScoUi : 
HucUtciuqiia noTo l3bL3tTnnai!, iHebai 



OMBltigDS doll UMIin 

lu Igulflaa nnuna Ai 






Piinliapoi »ml port 1 
Kegnaqoe oUvifers tc 



Hh cQpli idjlean ImiMiria, fnndumqaa nuii 

insldluqiu lociit uciUi, cuHiquli^^i ' 
Tendlt. m bunut ttiin. Ma CupUnfrli 
InHqDlEnr ttnUaii dmha ur alia pnMam 
NocW nbaiHiiL et ■msD rtaaaKm Mtitt. 
TkUbiu lofotM psiialoa BdamiBKBal ubu 
ClDciBi cBrnlMi foaiBiitl tncbliH ■■■—■■- 
Jarnqm flmiMionto ilbtWte ni|iaiM«rr» 

AmphltrnmUtdMiilMii ' 

fqnon tnoMiik Imlul ■a 
•jiie eipiwuta onMh 1 

At tliul unc opltaKnfi «t : 

— ■" ---■ — mio&vm 



■tanMn, 



TrlDlGrtk tn 

Inwioiuit ocoU, icridaMna iidltd 

Dentil^ nt uiiuinuii, fngor, loMqiw EiBjMa 



Conlsmtiliqiie jn^ nutnqnt iMtaoilor'nrte. . 

llln tunes, nwa il qateqnuB Mabunliu pgs- 
l«ntV» Irapim* din, non ItaK Inlta. 
gntu; iCplcaliUqnldsiutuaanpeiiuiIti 
mix, adnM pimnuit Mmlu nntl, 
nur nnlMt. M cnbo UolCna rilasnL 
— «lDl imiliwlMii nhn nammnt Alptt, 

EtieHt AiutataOiiM; kfart* rtHMra^ 

Dextn nsiJddM bl*mHS>Mi£Bn noa 
"- '-inera, Tlbda, TlwtHH tMM ««& dul«m 
_■ 'itit In UM QaMal. 




bamuiD vcitU pwidetqae cucaJ- 
»Wi'"iiffil53?SMMtaS^"*'' 



llunnli nuar EUbuh U 



m Tlnwr, duagaliqao lucam clrcnmnHiit Hdf 

l^injDliint. IVIlDH etfugnlne canscU sUgcat 
IHIMUIB [HTMllMltuI penelrallliDi anirl 
El PlKmw, at Frodoaai, DuUuqm Kqnente ptr 

Hog pB«»« Kamm ptr laaaa luagt flilplei 
Flnlbot ouldiili clicwnlaniin IneoUt sqncr 
neat eiDM mlhl. pnddii nalnn □rgn'li 



•Juigi. mt-i ~<4* plfr. lAtlm qaau Cmtti 
Cnl ntenu pitM eoana Jumi call, 
Turspnta uuraot, et tutm tniigt procacvB. 
HftcnlBglqiw Hlut, tu tnLd nuuedkLla po«lt. 
Kt qalTTintiiUca ponU csModlii cUtIi i 
Et RMSMrHMptria lliMttaiia nldKen eluHm, 
H«nA|u IbVMia liMiuUUu prolniida. 
Ha notM BUM VBCl lotmpon Ou pnbroiAt 
At to il Umno miMt tontMtnleeta. 
Vr«weot«i«M DW* I WMMwiM imiltra vi»ii; 
HirnnqaD ATfintliw ponvt rqlnnllB com: 



Patrjclua Toiwt, el procerniD ea illnw cnmtoii, 

Hot Uk 'nuBbnUin poterU conaparBere In 

J!<UI>iii> InjKlo, qnk conmien. inb loifi. 
l-rutlnniTp» IiAbi qnoHnnqiia babot AngHa 

Propoiltl.lacUaM.nDH: qoliqiuiiiuM tnonm 
Andeblt luntinDn )iUH hcaHcra P«pcV 

Tngw In iMDlMtM iMnui domlmlMTto Abrhh. 
Xt DsquU tliBHi, dl*M dhtMna HCUdU 
AeeJH, qaatMiMi «dibcu& nuBm tutu. 

l^!|!H*dWnauB,rHaiimlllMr"- ■-^~ 

Jim roiM Ron Momu Tltli« 
V«Ut iBurUu rrimntlliBlna i 
MiBtUqnqjiBSB nig-* — -•— — 






KDUjft»nt prsruinaqua uu. 
ita Tfrllin. Bt crMMU aidann 

Jnrjlaiine, el illniiilli dhiuib ciiluninli r>inco>, 



Dmiliier Iniirepllsn di 

Hum C'AnlfijBiniTiini eoU petit ATdiu mbHiL 
lliv quldem inDimi sedeC nllilx nutrto In uctt, 

Uueli Hn<laia NtlfBUin tnUI. alqne It Jmb* 



e^eSmS^t 



ndluiqa* vlM^ot Wftfi 



tenpantlnii, 



Jim (cntoK. Jnir idUi equal pott ttrgt nllqi 
Ut nrtann Angtiuii, Hllto de mnre. per orhe 
Amblgnni vomi. iDMrtaqne mnrnani apaiv 
Max Argati dulM, et detntuMIe mint 
PrDdltlDnli epnii, nee nan ficti hnrrfdn dktn 
AulhorsiiinD uldll Kolerts nM mrmU riHl 

KCTiptlnii'> Hnin jinviw, tabiivque nilnie. 

Ailamfu liilem popaU mWrrwIt (b kilo 
ibtiecmu ptl«r, el usdiiUbuii otntlt't uiili 



SYLVAttUM UBBR. 



VST 



tan ; captl poeiiM raptantar ad acre* t 

:hnra Deo, et grati solvantnr honoret; 

a Usta foci* genialibas omnia f amant ; 

'Jioros Jarenilisagit: Qaintoqae NoTem- 

is 

ies toto occanifc celebratior anno. 

nr OBITUX PRJBSDLIS XUKN8I8. 
{Anno jStatU 17.) 

raadentes rore sqaalebant gens, 
ca nondnro lamina 
Uqnlentlii imbre turgebant sails, 
I naper effndi pins, 
QBsta charo jasta persoM rogo 
mienHis Prtesnlis. 

ntllingnts Fama (proh ! semper matt 
tqae vera nnntia) 
per arl>es divitis Britannis, 
osqne Neptano satus, 
) morti, et ferrets sororibas 
oeris hamanl decns, 
sacroram illA fninti In insal& 
nomen Angnillas tenet, 
qutetam pectns IrA protinns 
iebat fenrldA, 

I potentem scpe deyovens deam 
ot Naso in Ibida 
it alto diriora pectore, 
sgae rates parcins 
Eycamblfl execratns est dolum, 
amque Neobolen soam. 
dlras ipse dam fnndo graTes, 
precor neci necem, 
I tales Tideor attonltas sonos 
sob anrft, flamine ; 
arores pone, pone vltream 
qne et Irrltas mlnas, 
VD»tk violas non nocenda namina, 
>qne ad Iras percita ? 
, ut arbitrarfs elusas miser, 
Rtra NocUs fllla, 
d patre creta, sive Erlnnye, 
ve nata sub Cbao ; 
ooBlo missa stellato, Del 
s ablqae coliigit ; 
qne mole cameA recondltaa 
em et anras evocat ; 
fogaces excitant Hone diem 
idos Jovlsnue flllte ; 
litem! dacit ad voltos patris; 
ita raptat Impios 
na fnrvi lactaosa Tartarl, 
que snbterraneas. 
t vocantom Itetas aadlvl, cito 
m reliqai carcerom, 
sqae faustus inter mlUtes 
tra snbllmis feror : 
t ollm raptas ad coelnm senex 
a cnrrns ignel. 
Bootis terruere lucidl 
ca tarda f rigore, ant 
>losi Scorpionis bracbla 
nslst Orion tnas, 
rolavl falgidi soils globnm, 
que sab pedlbas deam 
'ormem, dam cob'rcebat snos 
s dracones aarels. 
>mm sideram per ordines, 
eteas vebor plagas, 
item sfepe miratns novam, 
: nltentes ad fores 

I est Olympl et regiam crystallinam, et 
im smaragdlfl atrhira. 
tacebo. nam qals effori qaeat 
las humano patre 
ateslUinsloci? Mlh! 
t in tetemom fraL 

KATURAM NON PATI SENIUM. 

^m perpetais erroribns acta fatiscit 
lens homlnam, tenebri8q;ie immersa 
ifondia 



(Edipodlonlam volvit sab pectore nocteml 
Qus vesana sals metiri facta deorum 
Aadet, et indsas leges adamante perenni 
Asslmllare sals, nuiloqae solabile sacto 
CunsUinm fati peritaris alligat horis. 

Ergdne maroesoet suloantibas obsita ragis 
Natara fades, et reram pablica mater 
Omniparom contracta olenun sterllescet ab 

IBVO? 

Et se fassa senem vntiXh oertis passibos Iblt 
SIdeream tremebauda capat ? nam tetra vetas- 

tas 
Annoromqne sterna fame*, sqoalorqiie sltas- 

qae 
Sidera vexabant ? an et insatiabila Tempos 
Esnriet Coelam, rapietqae in viscera patreni ? 
Hon, potnltne saas impmdens Jopiter arces 
Hoc eontro mnnlRse nefaa, et Temporis isto 
Exemiste malo. gyrosqoe dedisse perennes ? 
Ergo erit ot quandoqae sono dilapsa tremeudo 
Convex! tabulata mant, atqoe obvioos icta 
Stridat oterquo poius, superaqoe ot Olympias 

aalA 
Dediat, borribillsqne retectA Gonone PaUas; 

gaalis in Ageam proles Janomia Ijemnou 
etnrbata sacro ceddit de limine oaali? 
Ta qooqae, Phobe, ta! casus Imitabera nati 
Pnedplti corru, sabitaqae ferere roinA 
Pronas, et extinctA f amabit lampada Nereos, 
Et dablt attonito feraila sibila ponto. 
Tone etiam agrei divalsoa sedibos H«mi 
Dissnltabit apex, imoque allisa barathro 
Terrebimt Slygiam deject Ceraonia Ditem, 
In superos oaiDos osas erat, fratemaqoe bella. 
At Pater Omnlpotens. fandatls fortius astris, 
Consaluit rerum sumnus, cerkoque per^t 
Pondere fatornm lances, atqae ordino sammo 
Singula perpetunm Jasslt servare tenorem. 
Volvitor bine lapsu mundl rota prima diomo ; 
Kaptat et ambitos soclA vertigine coslos. 
Tardlor baud sollto Saturnos, et acer at ollm 
Falmlneum ratilat cristA oasside Mavors. 
Floridns aterniira Pboebus Juvenile ooruscat, 
Nee fovet effcatas loca per dedlvia terras 
Devexo temone Deus : sed semper amlcA 
Lace potens eadam currlt per signa rotaram 
Surgit odoratls pariter formosns ab Indis 
^tbereum pecus albent! qui coget Olympo 
Mane vocans, et sems agens in pasoua coeli, 
Temporis et gemino dlspertit regna colore. 
Fnlgiet, obtlque vices altemo Delia comu, 
Cosrulemque ignem paribus oomplectltor ulnls. 
^ec variant elementa fldem, solitoque f ragore 
Lurida perculsas Jaculantur f olnoina rapes. 
Kec per Inane font leviori murmnre Coras, 
Strlngit et armiferos asqaali borrore Gelonos 
Trux Aqullo, spiratque hymem, nimbosqne 

volatat 
Utqae solet, slcali diverberat Ima Pelori, 
Bex maris, at raaca circumstrepit asqaora con- 

cbA 
Ocean! Tubioen, nee vastA mole mlnorem 
£ireono ferunt donto Balearlca cete. 
Sed neque. Terra tlbi sjbcU vigor ille vetustl 
Prlscus abest, servatque suum Narclssas 

odorem 
Et puer ille soam tenet, et puer ille decorem. 
Phoebe, tuusque et Cypri tuns; nee ditlor 

ollm 
Terra datum sderl celavit montibos anrom 
Consda, vel sub aquls gammas. Sic denique in 

oevnm 
Iblt canctarnm series justlsslma rerum ; 
Donee flamma orbem popuiabltur ultima, lat^ 
Circamplexa polos, et vasti colmina coeli ; 
Ingentlque rogo flagrablt machlna mundl. 

DE IDJBA PLATOKICA QUEMADMODUK AHI8T0TELES 
INTELIKXrr. 

Dicrrx sacrorum pnesldes nomomm den, 
Tiiqne novenl perbesJUktiVkVc^kXibai 
Metaox\a \naX«x ^ lya^'gy^'^VPLVmarowKift^S^^*'^^ 



\ 
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Antro recnrabh otio8a*£teniIta«. 
Monamenta servans, et ratas Icrch .TovIs, 
Ccelique fastos atque ephemeridHs DctUu, 
Qnis ille primuH cnjus ex imagine 
Natara solera flnxit hoinanam ReiinM, 
JEternus, incormptuM, leqaaevus im>Io. 
Unusqae et universal, exemplar Del ? 
Haad ille Palladls gemellus innubae 
Interna proles insiuet menti Jovis : 
8ed qaamllbet natara sit conimunior. 
Tamen seoratis extat ad morem unins, 
£t, mira, curto stringitur spatio l*K.-i ; 
8en sempitemus ille sidemm comes 
Coeli pererrat ordlnes decempUcis 
CitimtLmre terris incolit Innae globam ; 
Sive inter animas corpus aditnras scdons 
Obliviosas torpet ad Lethes nqaas ; 
Sive in rcmota forte terrarum plaga 
Incedit ingens hominls archetypal gigas, 
£t diis tremendus crigit celsam cui>ut, 
Atlante major portitore sidemm. 
Non. coi profnndum caecitas Inmcn dedit 
Dircaens aagur vidit hunc alto sinu ; 
Non bnne silenti nocte PlSiones ne|)os 
Yatam sagaci praspes ostendit choro: 
l^on banc sacerdos novit Assjrius, licet 
Longos yetusti commemoret atavon NMni, 
Priscnmqae Belon, incljtiimqae Oslridem. 
None Ille trino gloriosus nomine 
Ter magnns Hermes (ut sit arcanl sciens) 
Talem reliquit Isidis cultoribus. 
At tu percnne mris Academl dccas 

JHaeo monstra si ta primus indnxit scholis) 
am. Jam, poetas urbis exoles tuae 
Bevocabis, ipse tabulator maximus, 
Aut institutor ipse migrabis foras. 

AD PATREJf. 

"SuifC mea Pleros cupiam per pectoro fontcs 
Irrignas torqnore yias, totumqne per ora 
Yolvere laxatnm gemino de vertice rivum ; 
Ut tenues oblita sonos audacibus aUs 
Jiiurgat in offlcium venerandi Musa parentis. 
Hoc atcunqae tibi gratum, pater optime, car- 
men 
Exlguum meditatur opns: nee novimus ipsi 
Aptiiis h nobis quae possint munera donis 
Respondere tuis, qanmris uec raiixirau possint 
Respondere tuis, nedum ut par gratia donis 
Esse qneat vacnis quae redditur arlda verbis. 
Hed tamen haec nostros ostendit peginn census, 
£t quod habemus opum ctiartft uumeravimus 

istft, 
Qu8B mihi sunt nnllae, nisi qnas dedit nnrea Clio, 
Quas mihl scmoto somni neperere sub antro, 
£t nemoris lanreta sacri Parnassidcs umbrfe. 
Nee tn vatls opus divinum despice carmen, 
-Quo nihil aethereos ortus, et scmina cccli, 
Mil magis hnmanam commendat origine men- 

tem, 
Sancta Promethec retinens yestigla flammae. 
Carmen ament snperi, tremebunaaque Tartara 

carmen 
Ima ciere valet, dlvosque ligare profundos, 
Et trinlici duros Manes adamante coercet. 
Carmine sepositi retegunt arcana futuri 
Phoebabes, et tremnlaB pallentes ora Sibyllaa, 
Carmina sacriflcus soilennes pangit ad aras, 
Anrea sen stemit motantem comua tanrum ; 
Seu chm fata sasax fumantibus abdita llbris 
Consulit, et tepides Parcam scmtatur in oxtis. 
Nob etiam patriam tunc cum repetemns Olym- 

pura, 
.Stemnque moras stabunt immobilis aevi, 
Ibimns auratis per coeli templa coronis, 
Dulci suaviloquo sociantes carmina plectro, 
Astra quibus, geminique poll convexa sonabunt 
Spiritus et rapldos qui circlnat igneus orl>e!<, 
N^unc qnoque siderels interclnit ipse chorvis 
Immortale melos. et innerrabilc carmen : 
Torrida dam nitilus compescit sibiitt serpens, 
DemJssoque ferox gladio mnnsnescit Orion* 
tieJJtArttm Dec sentU onus Kanmsias Atlas. 



Carmina regales epnlas omare solebant. 
Cum nondum luxus. vasaetque immensa vorago 
Nota tnxm et modico spnmabat coena Lyaeo. 
Turn de more sedens festa ad convlrla rates, 
EscoleA intonsos ridimitus ab arbore criues, 
Heroumque actus, imitandaque gesta canebat, 
Et chaos, et positi lata fundamina mundi. 
Repantesque deos, ct alcntcs nnmina glnndos, 
£t nondum .£tnaeo quaesitum folmen ab antro. 
Deniqne quid vocis modnlan^en inane Jnvabit. 
Verborum sensusquc vacans, ncunerlque looaa- 

cis, 
RUvestres decit iste choros, non Orphea cantns, 
Qui tennit fluvions. et qnercubus addidit aure!< 
Carmine, non citharA; simniachraque functa 

canendo 
Compnlit in lacrymas; habct has h carmine 

laudes. 
Nee tu perge precor, sacras contemnere 

Musas, 
Nee vanas inopesque puta. qnamm Ipse perltus 
Mnnere, mille sonos numeros componis ad aptos, 
Millibnset vocem modulis varlare canoram 
Doctas, Arionii meritd sis nominis haercs . 
Nunc tibi quid mimm, si me genuisse poStam 
Contlgeret, eharo si tam propfe sanguine jonctl 
Cognatas artes, studiumque affine seqnamur? 
Ipse volens Phoebus se dlspertire duobns, 
Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parentl, 
Dividunmqne Deum, gcnitorque puerque, tcne- 

mus. 
Tu tatem at simnles teneras odisse Camoenas, 
Non odisse reor ; nequc enim, pater, ire jabebas 
Oak via lata patet. quli pronior area lucri 
Certaqne condendi fnlget spcs aurea numml: 
Nee rapis ad leges, maJ^ custodioaque gentis 
Jura, nee insulsis damnas clamoriboa aurcs. 
8ed magis excultam cupiens ditescere mentem« 
Me procul urbano strepitu, secesslbus altls 
Abauctum Aoniae Jocunda perotla ripae 
Phoebaeo lateri comitem sinls ire beatnm. 
Offlcium chart taceo commune parentis. 
Me poscunt majora ; tno, pater optime, sumpta 
Ctm mihi Romuleae patnit facimdia linguae, 
Et Lattii veneres, et quae Jovis ora decebant 
Grandia magniloquis elata vocabnla Oralis, 
Addere suasiste quos Jactat Oallia Acres, 
Et qunm degeneri novus Italus ore loqnelam 
Fundlt, barbaricos testatus voce tnmnltas. 
Quasque Palaestinns loquitur mjsterta vates. 
Denique quicquld habet caelum, subjectaqne 

coelo 
Terra parens, terraeqne et coelo interflnns aer, 
Quicquld et unda tegit, pontiqne agitabile nuu> 

mor, 
Per te nosse licet, per te, si nosse libebit. 
Dimotftque venit spectanda scientla nube, 
Nudaque conspicuos inclinat ad oscula voltos, 
Ni f ug^sse vellm, ni sit libftasse molestum. 

I nunc, confer opes, quisquis malesanus avitas 
Anstriaci gazas, Peitranaqne regna proaeoptas. 
Quas potuit majora pater tribaisso, vel ipse 
Jupiter, excepto, donftsset ut omnia, coelo ? 
Non potlora dedit, quamvis et tata fuissent, 
Publica qui juveni commislt lumiiia nato 
Atque Ilyperionis currus, et fraena dici, 
Et circum undantem radiatft luce tlaram. 
Ergo ego jam doctae pars quamlibet ima catcrvA 
Victrices hederas inter, laurosque scdcbo ; 
Jamque nee obscurus populo misbebor inerti, 
Vitabuntqne ocnios vestigia nostra profanoH. 
Este nrocnl vigUescurae, procul este querclxc, 
Invidiiequc actes transverso tortills hlrquo. 
Saeva nee anguiferos extende calumnia rictus ; 
In me trtste nihil foedissima tnrba potestis. 
Nee vestri sum juris ego; securaque tutus 
Pectora. vipereo gradlar snblimis ab Ictn. 
At tibi, chare pater, postquam non aeqoa mc- 

renti 
Posse refcrre datur, ncc dona rependere facti!«. 
Sit memorftsse satis, repetitaqne mnnprn gruto 
Percensore anlmo, fldaeqne ropuncro ntentl. 
Et vos, nostri, juvenilia carmina, losiis. 



SYLVARUM LIBER. 



150 



SI modo perpetnos sperare audebitis annos, 
Kt domini superesse rogo, lucemqae taeri. 
Nee spisso nwient obiivia nigra sub Oreo, 
Forsitan has landes, deeantatumqae parentis 
Nomcn, ad ezemplom, sero servabitis »vo. 

AD SALSILLUK, POETAK BOSCANUM, 2BGB0TANTEU. 
SCAZORTKS. 

O MnsA grcssam qaaB volens trahis claudam, 
V^ulcanioque tarda gaudes incessu. 
Nee scntis illad In loco minus gratnm, 
Qu&ai cum decentes flara Dgiope suraa 
Aitemat anreum ante Jnnonis lectuni, 
Adcsdum et hse s' Is verba pauca Salsillo 
Befer, Camoena nostra cni tantum est cordis 

Snamqne ill magnis prsatulit immeriiOdivis. 
aec ergo alnmnus ille Londini Miito, 
Dfebus nisee qui swm linquens nidum 
Folique tractnm (pessimus ubi ventornm, 
Insanientis impotensqne pulmonis 
JPemix anhela sub Jove exercet flabra,) 
Venit feraees Itali soli ad glebas, 
Visum superbA cognltas urbcs famft 
Virosqae doctseque indolem Juventntls. 
Tibi optat idem hie fansta mnlta, Salsille, 
Habitamqne fesso corpori penittis sauum; 
Cni nunc profunda bills Inrestat renes, 
Praecordiisque flxa damnosum spirut. 
Nee id pepereit impia qubd tu Romano 
Tarn cultns ore Lesbinm condis melos, 
O dnlce div&m munus, O saius, Hehes 
Germana! Tuque, Phoebe, morborum terror, 
Pvthone eae, sive tu magis Paean 
Lfbenter audis, hie tuus saccrdos est. 
Qnercet-i Fauni, vosquo rore vinoso 
Colles benigni, mitis £vandri sedes, 
liquid salubre vallibns frondet vestrls, 
Levamen SBgro ferte eertatim vati. 
Sie ille ehans redditus rursiUn Musis 
Vicina duici prata mnlcebit cantu. 
Ipse inter atros emirabltur lucos 
Numa, ubi beatnm degit otium aetemum, 
Snam reeiives semper ^gcriam spectnns. 
Tnmidusque et ipse Tlbris, hinc delinitus, 
8pei favebit annuao colonorum: 
Nee in sepulchris ibit obsessum reges 
Nimiiim sinlstro laxus irreuns loro : 
8ed fraana melius temperabit undarum, 
Adusque enrvi salsa regna Portumni. 



MANSUS. 

Johannes Baptista Mamw, Marchio VUIensis, vtr 
ingenii laude, turn Utterarum stttdio, nee non et 
heltica virtute apud Italos clarus in primus est. 
Ad quern Torquati Tessi dialogues extat de Ami- 
citia scriptus; erat enim Tassi amidssimus; ab 
quo etiam inter Campanioeprincipes celebratur, 
tn iUo poeniate cuituultu Geruscuemne Conqui- 
stata, hb. 2U. 

Fra cavalier magnanimi, h cortesi 
Risplende il Manso .... 

Is auetorem Neapoli commorantem summd benevo' 
ientid prose cuius, est, muftaque ei dett^it 
humanttatis officia. Ad hunc itaque hospes i'le 
antequam ab ea itrbe discederet^ ut ne ingratum 
te ostedderet, hoc carmen mtsit. 

Hmc quoque, Manse, tuae meditantnr carmlna 

laudl 
Pierides, tibi, Manse, chore notissime Phoebi, 
Quandoquidcm ille alium hand aeqno est digna- 

tus honore, 
Post Oalli cineres, et Mecaenatis Hetrusci. 
Tn quoque, si nostr aetantum valet aura Camee- 

nae, 
Yictriees hedcras inter, lanrosqne sedebis, 
Te pridem magno felix coneordia Tasso 
Jnnxit, et aeternis inscripsit noraina chartls. 
Mox tibi dnlciloqnum non iueia Mnsa Marinnm 
Tradidit ; ille tuum dlci se gaudet alomnum. 



Dam eanit Assyrios dlvtlm prollxus amores; 
Mollis et Ausonias stupefeclt carmine nymi^has. 
Ille itidem moriens tibisoU debita vates 
Ossa tibi soli, supremaque vota reliqult. 
Nee manes pietas tua chara fefellit amici ; 
Vidimus armontem operoso ex aere poetam. 
Nee sntis hoc visum est in atramque, et nee pia 

cesr^ant 
Offlcla in tumnlo: cnpis integros rapere Oreo, 
Qu& poteSf atqne avidas Parcarum elndcrc 

leges: 
Amborum genus, et varia sub sorte peractam. 
Deseribis vitam, moresque, et dona Minervae ; 
^mulns illins, Mycalen qui natua sad altam 
Rettulit .£olii vitam facundus Homeri. 
Ergo ego te, Clifis et magni nomine Phoebi, 
Manse pater, Jubeo longnm salvere per aevnm. 
Missus Hyperboreo Juvenis peregrinnus ub 

axe. 
Nee tn longinquam bonus aspemabare Musam, 
Quae nuper gelid& vix enttrita sub Areto 
Impmdens Itaias ansa est volitare per nrbes, 
Nos etiam in nostro modulantes flnmine cygnos 
Credlmus obscuras noctis seniese per umbras, 

8U& Thamesis late purls nrgenteus amis 
ceani glancos perfundit gnrgite crines. 
Ruien et in has quondam pervenit Tityms 

eras. 
Sed neque nos genus incultum, nee inutile 
Phoebo, 

gak plaga septeno mundl snleate Trione 
mmalem patitur longft sub nocte Bodten. 
Nos etiam cullmus Phoebum, nos mnnera 

Phoebo 
Flaventes spleas, et lutea mala eanistris, 
Halamtemque crocum (perhibet nisi vaua vetus- 

tas) 
Mlsimus, et lectas Druidum de gente choreas. 

gJens Dmides antiqua sacris operata deorum 
eroum landes imitandaque gesta canebant) 
Hinc quotles festo cingunt altaria canta 
Delo in herbosft Graiae de more pueliae 
Carminibus laetis memorant Corineida Loxo, 
Fatidieamque Upin, cum flaviocomft Hecaerge, 
Nada Caleaonio variatas pectora fueo. 
Fortunate senex, argo quacunque per erbem 
Torqnati decns. et nomen eelebrabitnr ingens, 
Ciaraqne perpetni succrescet fama Marina; 
Tu quoque in ora frcquens venies plausumque 

virorum, 
Et parili carpes iter immortale volatu. 
Dicetnr tum sponte tuos habittasse penates 
Cynthius, et famulas enisse ad limina Musas: 
At non sponte domum tamen idem, et regis adi- 

▼it 
Rura Pheretiadae, coelo fngitlvns Apollo; 
Ille licet magnum Alciden susceperat hospes; 
Tanttmi ubi clamosos placuit vitare bubufeos, 
Nobille mansueti cesslt Chironls in antrum, 
Irriguous inter saltus, frondosaqne tecta, 
Peneinm prope rivum: ibi saepe sub illice nl- 



jKi' 



blandft prcce vlctns 



Ad cltharaB strepitnm, 

amici. 

Exilii duros lenibat voces labores, 
Tum neque ripa sno, barathro nee flxa sub 

imo 
Saxa stetere loco ; nntat Trachlnia mpes. 
Nee sentit solitas, immania pondera silvas ; 
Emotaeqne suis properant de collibns ornt. 
Muleenturqne nova maculosi carmine lynces. 
Diis dilecte senex, te Jupiter sequus oportet 
Nascentem, et miti iustrarit lumine Phoebus, 
Atlantisque nepos ; neque enim, nisi charns ab 

ortn 
Dils superis, poterit magno favlsse poetas. 
Hinc longaeva tibi lento sub flore senectus 
Yemat, et £sonios Incratur vivida fnsos : 
Nondnm decidnos servans tibi frontis honores, 
Ingeninmqne vigens, et adnltum mentis acu* 

men. 
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ilei mihi qnam similes Indant per nnta Juvencl, 

Omnes ananimi secom sibi lege soMiea ! 

^ec magis hone alio qulavoaia seciBiilt oami- 

cam 
Be grege, sic densi venlont ad pabnla thoes, 
Inque vlcem hlnuti paribus Jnnganter onagri ; 
Lex eadem pelagi, deserto in Uttore Proteas 
Agmina Phocarum numerat, vilisbae volucram 
PHSser tiabet semper quicmn sit, et omnia cir- 

cum 
Farra libens volitat, sert) sna tecta revisens, 
Oaem ei surs let ho objecit, sen mtlvus adunco, 
Fata tulit ros ro seu stravit amndine fossor, 
Frotinns iUe aliuih socio petit Inde rolata. 
Nos durnm genas, et dirts exercita fatis 
Oens homines, aliena anmis, et pectore discors : 
Yix slbi qnisque parem de milllbas invenit 

anum: 
Aat si sors diderit tandem non aspera yotis. 
Ilium inopina dies, qnft non speraverls hor& 
4Surripit sternnm linnaens in sncula damnum. 
Ite domum impasti, domino Jam non vacat, 

Heu qus me ignotas traxit yagns error In oras 
Ire per aereas rapes. Alpemqae nirosam ! 
Ecqnid erat tanti Romam viaesse sepnltam, 
<Qnamvis ilia foret, qaaiem dum viseret oiim, 
Tityrus ipse suas et oves et mra reliquit ;) 
Ut te tam dalci possem caruisse sodale, 
Possem tot mana alta, tot interponere montes 
Tot sjlvas, tot saxa tibe. flnvioeque sonantes ! 
Ah certfe extremimi liculsset tangere dex- 

tram, 
£t bene compositos placldfe morientls ooellos, 
Et dixisse, *' vale, nostri memor ibis ad astra. ' 
Ite domam impasti, domido jam non vacat, 

agni. 
-Qnamqaam etiam vestri aunqoam meminlase 

ptgebit, 
Pastores Thusci. Mnsis operata Juventus, 
Hlc Charis, atqae Lepos : et Thuscus tu qnoqne 

Damon, 
AntiquA genus undo petis Lncumonis ab arl>e. 
O ego qnantus cram, gelidi cnm stratus ad Ami 
Jdurmura, populeumque memas, qua moilior 

herba, 
•Carpere nunc violas, nunc summas caipere 

myrtus, 
Et potui LycidsB certantem andire Menalcam. 
Ipse etlam tentare ausus nee puto mnlttmi 
DispUcui, nam sunt et apud me munera vestra 
Fiscelic, calathlqae, et cerea vinda cicutSB : 
•Ouin et nostra suas docuerunt nomina fagos 
£t Datis, et Francinus, erant et vocihas ambo 
£t studiis nati, Lydurum sanguinis ambo. 
Ite domum impasti, domino Jam non Tacat, 

Usee mihi turn Iseto dictabat rosdda luna, 
Dum solus teneros claudebam cratibns boedos. 
Ab quoties dixi, ciim te cinis ater habebat, 
Nunc canit, ant lepori nunc tendit retia Damon, 
Ylmina nunc texit, varlos sibi quod sit in usus ! 
£t qase tnm facili sperabam mente futura 
Arripni roto levis, et prtesentia flnxi; 
Hens bone numquid agis? nisi te quid forte 

ratardat, 
Imns? et arguatA panlbm recumbanus in 

nmbr& 
Aut ad aqnas Coini, aut ubi jugera Cassibe- 

lanni ? 
Tn mihi percnrres medicos, tna gramina. snccos, 
Ueiiebordraqne, humil^sque crocos, foiidmque 

byacinthi, 
•Qnasque habet ista palus herbas, artesqne 

medent&m. 
All pereant herbs, pereant artesque meden> 

tQm, 
Oramina, postquam ipsi nil profecSre magistro. 
Ipse etiam, nam nescio quid mihi grande sona- 

l»at 
Fistula, ab undecimA jam lux est altera nocte, 
Et tnm forte novis admAram laba cicutis, 
Dissiluere tamen raptA compage, noc ultra 



Ferre gravas potnere aooMv Jabito qaoque ne 

Sim 
Tnrgidttlis, tamen et rtfenun, tos cedite, aylvn. 
Ite domum impasti, domino jam von vacat, 

agni. 
Ipse ego Dardanlas Rntnpina per ftqnora nappes 
Dicam, et Pandrasldos, regnnm vetns Indgenic, 
BrennUmque AnrigarUmqae duces, pHscamqtie 

Belinum, 
Et tandem Armoricoa Britonum sub legecolo- 

nos; 
Tum graridam Arturo fataU fraude lageraen, 
Mendaces vultns, assumptaque Gorldis arma, 
Meriini dolus. O miMtum si vita aupersit, 
Tu procul annosa pendebis, flstnla, pina 
Multtm oblita mini, aut patriis mutata Camos- 

nis 
Brittonicim:! strides, qnld enim ? omnU non licet 

nni, 
Non sperAsse nni licet omnia, mi satis ampla 
Mcrcea, et mihi grande decna (sim ignotus in 

levum 
Tum licet, extemo penltnsqae inglor'na orbi) 
Si me flava comas legat Usa, et potor Alauni, 
Vorticibusqne frequens Abra, et nemus omne 

Et Thamesis mens ante omnes, et f usca metallis 
Tamara, et extremis me discant Orcades undis. 
Ite domum impasti, domino Jam non vacat, 

agni. 
Hffic tibi servatmm lentA sub cortice lauri, 
Hsc, et piura simul; tnm qn« mflii poonki 

Mansus, 
Mansus, Cbaicfdlcae non ultima gioria ripse. 
Bina dedit, miram arUs opns, mtrandus et ipse, 
Et circum gemino cslaTcrat argnmento : 
in medio rubri maris nnda, et odorlfemm ver, 
Littora longa Arabum, et andautea halaama 

8ViVflB 

Has inter Phoenix, divina avis, unica terris 
Cieruleii fulgens diversicoloribus alls, 
Auroram vitreis surgentem respicit undis ; 
Parte alia polus omnipatens, et magnos Olym- 
pus; 
Quis putet? bio qnoque Amor, ptctnque in 

nul>e pharetrc, 
Arma corusca faces, et spicnla tiocta pyrono; 
Nee tenues animas, pectdsque IgnobUe vnigl 
Hinc ferit ; at, circum flammantia lamina tor- 

qaens, 
Kemper in erectum spargit ana tella per orbes 
Impiger, et pronos nunquam collimat ad ictus : 
Hinc mentes ardere sacrie, formaeque deomm. 
Tu quoque in his, nee me fallit spec Inbrica, 
Damtn, 
Tu quoque in his cert^ es, nam qub tua dulcis 

abiret 
SanctA simplicitas, nam qub tna Candida vir- 
tus y 
Nee te Lethteo fas quaesivisse sub orco. 
Nee tibi convenieunt lacryms, nee flebimus 

ultrA, 
Ite procul lacrymie, pnmm colit seathera 

Damon, 
^thera pnrus hal>et, pluvlum pede reppulit 

Arcum; 
Heroiimque animas inter, divdsque perennes, 
^thereos hanrit iatices, et gaudia potat 
Ore sacro. Quin tu, coeli post jura recepta. 
Dexter ades, placidiisque fave quicunqne 

vocarls, 
Seu tu nosier eris Damon, sive squior audis 
DIdodtns, quo te divino nomiae cuncti 
Coelicois norint, sylvisque vocabere Damon. 
Qubd tibi purpureus pudor, et sine labe juven- 
tus 
(Irata fruit, qubd nulla tori libata volnptas. 
En etiam tibi virginei servantur honores : 
Ipse caput niridum ductus mtilante corona, 
LaetAque frondentis gestans nmbracula palmaa 
Sternum perages immortale,« Iv^vofewBtjafsv 
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De libro Poematum amiuo, quern We ntd demtd 
mitti postu labat ut cum altis nostris in Btbtio- 
theca publicd reponeret. Ode. 

8TR0PBB I. 

Gbmelle cnltn slmplici gaudens liber, 
Fronde licet graminA 
Mnnditi^qoe nitens non operosA, 
Qaam manas attulit 
Javenilis olim, 

Sedula tamen Iiand nimii poetae: 
Dnm vagns Ansontas mine per umbras, 
l^anc Britannica per vireta Insit 
Insons popall, barbitOqne devlus 
Indnlsit patrio, raox itidem pectlne Daunio 
Longinqnum intonuit melos 
Viciuls, et humnm vlx tetigit pedc : 

AKTISTEOPHE. 

Qais te, panre liber, qais te fralribns 
8nbduxit reliquis dolo? 
Cum tu missus ab urbe, 
Docto Jngitcr obsecrantc amlco, 
lUustre tendcbas iter 
Thamesis ad incanabnia 
CsBrulei patris, 
Fontes nbi limpid! 
Aonidum, thyasusqne sacer, 
Orbi notas per immcnsos 
Terapomm lapsus redennte coelo, 
Celeberque futurus in sevum ? 

STROPHE ir. 

Modd quis dens, ant editus deo. 
Pristinam gentis miseratus indolem, 
(Si satis noxas luimns priores, 
Molllqne luxn degcner otinm) 
' Tollat nefandos civinm tumultns, 
Almaquc revocet studia sanctus, 
Et relegatas sine sede Musns 
Jam pen^ totls flnibus Angligendm ; 
Immundasqne volucres 
Ungnibus imminentes 
Figat ApollineA pharetrft, 
Phin^amque abigat pestcm procnl amne Pe* 
gaseo. 

ANTISTROPHE. 

•Qnln tn, libelle, nnncli licet malA 
Fide, vel oscitantift 



Semel erraveris agmine fratmro. 
Sen quis te teneat specns, 
Sea qua te latebra, lorsan undo vill 
Callo ter6rls instiforis insolsi, 
Laetare felix, en !.(;ram tibi 
Spea nova fnlget, ctsse prof nndam 
r ngere Letben, yehique superam 
In Jovla anlam, remige pennA : 

STBOPHS lU. 

Nam te Botisius sul 

Optat pecul! namerdque Jnsto 

Sibi pollicltam qneritur abesse, 

Bogataue venlas Ille, cnjus inclyta. 

Sunt data virfim monumenta curae : 

T^que adytis etiam sacrls 

Voluit reponi, quibns et ipse praesidct 

iEternorum operum cnstos fidells, 

Qnaestorque gazsa nobilioris, 

OnAm cal prasfuit Ion, 

Clams Erechtheides, 

Opulenta del per templa parentis, 

Fulvosqne tripodas. donaque Delphica* 

Ibn ActaeA genitus CreusA. 

ANTISTBOPHB. 

Ergo, tu Tisere Incos 

Musarum ib<s amcenos ; 

Diamque Phoebi mrKUs Ibis in domom, 

OxoniA qnam vaUe colit, 

DeloposthabitA, 

Bifldoqne Pamassi Jngo: 

Ibis honestus, 

Postqnam egregiam tn quoqne sortem 

Nactus abis, dextri prece sollicitatns arnica 

Illic Icg^ris inter alta nomina 

Anthorum, Graiae simnl et Latinae 

Antiqua gentis lumina, et verum decus. 

EPODOS. 

Vos tandem hand vacui mei laborcs, 

Qnlcqnid hoc sterile f adit ingeninm, 

Jam Serb placidam sperare Jubeo 

Perfunctam invidik requiem, scdesqne beatas, 

Quas bonus Hermes, 

Et tntela dabit solers Roiisi 

Quo neque lingua procax vulgi pcnctrabit, atque 

longfe ^ 

Tiirba legentam prava facessit ; 
At nltimi nepotes, 
Et cordatior aetas, 
Judicia rebus oequiora forsitan 
Adhibebit, iategro slnu. 
Tum, livore sepnlto, 
81 quid meremar sana posteritas sciet, 
Roiislo favente. 
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